The Epiphany of our Lord

Saint John Lutheran Church
Hattiesburg, Mississippi
January 3, 2021

Welcome!
"How great is the Love the Father has lavished on us!" (1 John 3:1).
We are thankful that you are joining in the worship of the people of God this day.
 Please check that cell phones are silenced.
 Restrooms are located on the right in the lobby and down the bell tower hallway to the
right towards the fellowship hall.
 A self-staffed nursery is available to parents as needed, past the double wooden doors on
the left.
 Activity bags to help keep young children occupied during the message are provided in the
back-right corner of the sanctuary.
 Notice to Worshipers: Today's service is livestreamed and recorded. It is available for public
viewing and playback at www.SaintJohnHattiesburg.com by clicking on the 'Watch Live'
button.
About the Offering
Gifts are gathered today at the offering plate near the sanctuary entrance. Here the people of
God bring their tithes and sacrificial offerings as an expression of their discipleship, and for the
continuation of Jesus’ mission work, both in this community and to the ends of the earth. Guests
are not expected to bring financial gifts, but are welcome to join the congregation in offering their
prayers and praises.
About Holy Communion
Today we celebrate Holy Communion. In this, we remember that the divine is united with the
created as one in the person of Jesus.
This altar is the Lord’s table. Here all are welcome who acknowledge their need for a Savior,
and look to Jesus. We believe what he simply says about the bread – “This is my body, given for
you.” – and about the wine – “This is my blood, shed for you.” Thus, the Lord Jesus is truly present
for his redeemed people in this holy meal. In this we retain the divine mystery in the midst of his
ordinary creation. From the many seeds of wheat come one loaf. From the many grapes are
pressed one cup. His many diverse people constitute one body and community of faith.
Young children are welcome to this altar to receive a blessing, as are those who have not been
instructed in the Christian faith. Please indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms
over your chest or by simply asking for a blessing.
The individual communion cups in the center of the tray have white grape juice for those who
desire it. Gluten-free wafers are available at distribution upon request.
We are imperfect people and we live in an imperfect world. We are all in this together. So when
we believe or act wrongly towards someone, or when we feel that another has wronged us,
we commit ourselves to the humble teaching and forgiving pattern of Jesus in Matthew 18.
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The Epiphany of Our Lord
+ GATHERING +

Prayer As We Begin — Please stand.

C Heavenly Father, as we come before you this morning in Jesus’ name, we pray all that
we say and do in our worship will give you glory. Help us, Lord, to focus our
thoughts on you, so your Word will find fertile ground in our minds and hearts. May
the worship service today accomplish in us the purpose you desire. Amen .

The Invocation, Confession, and Absolution
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s word and for self-examination. Then the confession.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
The minister pronounces the Absolution.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a servant of Christ and by his authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 170
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Peace and Collect Prayer
L The LORD be with you.
C And also with you.
L We pray together...
C O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the
Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your
divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.
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+ WORD +
Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 60:1-6

L The Old Testament Reading for the Epiphany of Our Lord is from Isaiah, chapter 60. The prophet foretells how
1

the nations will recognize the arrival of the Messiah, how the light of his glory will draw all people from the ends
of the earth to himself.

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2For
behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will
arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 3And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.
4
Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons
shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 5Then you shall see
and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be
turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall
cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They
shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.
L This is the Word of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Ephesians 3:1-12

L The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter three. Paul reveals this mystery of the Messiah, that whether from the
1

north, south, east, or west, all people everywhere are recipients of his gift of grace.

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2assuming that
you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how the
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When you read
this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to
the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit. 6This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the
same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
7
Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me
by the working of his power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace
was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light
for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things,
10
so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal
purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and
access with confidence through our faith in him.
L This is the Word of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia Verse — Please stand.
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Holy Gospel

nd

Matthew 2:1-12

L The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 2 chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
1
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.
5
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
6
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star
had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the
child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship
him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had
seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was.
10
When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the
house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him.
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.
12
And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country
by another way.
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

P The holy Church throughout the world confesses this faith:
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.

We Three Kings

WOV 646

1. We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse a-far.
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.
Refrain
Refrain Oh, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright;
west-ward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.
2. Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again;
king forever ceasing never, over us all to reign.
Refrian
3. Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a deity nigh;
prayer and praising, gladly raising, worshiping God Most High.
Refrain
4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom;
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.
Refrain
5. Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and Sacrifice;
heav’n sings alleluia: al-leluia the earth replies.
Refrain
7

Installation of Congregational Leaders
The Message — When It’s All About the Gifts

+ MEAL +
This is Christ’s table. Our Savior invites those who trust in him to share the feast which he has
prepared. In this meal we truly receive the body and blood of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ. This is a great
and divine mystery! Here we are joined with God and all the saints, and receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation. Young children and those who would prefer to receive a blessing are
welcome to come forward.
The individual communion cups in the center of the tray have white grape juice for those who desire
it. Gluten-free wafers are available at distribution upon request.

The Prayers of the Church and the Our Father — Please stand.

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution
Agnus Dei
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As with Gladness Men of Old

LSB 397

+ SENDING +
Dismissal, Concluding Prayer, Benedicamus, and Blessing
L Let us bless the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.
L We speak the Romans 15 blessing to one another:
May the God of HOPE
fill you with all JOY and PEACE
as you TRUST in him,
so that YOU may overflow with HOPE
by the POWER of the Holy Spirit.
L The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen
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Sending Hymn — When Christ’s Appearing Was Made Known

(to the tune PUER NOBIS)

1. When Christ’s appearing was made known,
King Herod trembled for his throne;
But he who offers heav’nly birth
Seeks not the kingdoms of this earth.
2. The eastern sages saw from far
And followed on his guiding star;
By light their way to light they trod,
And by their gifts confessed their God.
5. For this his glad epiphany
All glory unto Jesus be,
Whom with the Father we adore,
And Holy Ghost forevermore.
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Take Home Announcements — Sunday, January 3, 2021
Serving the Lord Today
Pastor

John Karle
318.332.3352
johnkarle17@gmail.com

Organist

Jason Sims

Altar Guild

Christina Keiper and
Debbie Frederick

Today’s Theme
Paul preaches Christ to the Gentile nations.
No longer is Jesus of Bethlehem to be
renowned in Israel alone. He abolishes the
darkness of all people. Nations come to his
light, kings to the brightness of his rising. It is
the bright Epiphany star that guides Eastern
magi to the Christ Child. They worship him,
giving him extravagant treasures. Now it is
Christ who bestows his divine riches on all
people that confess his name.

Sunday Bulletin Deadline:
Tuesday at 5pm
Altar Flowers: by Susan Perkins
to God’s grace.
Eternal Candle: In Memory of
Lisa Marie Nause, daughter of Rita Wilson
Scriptures for Next Sunday
Genesis 1:1-5
Romans 6:1-11
Mark 1:4-11
Live Streaming of Worship Services —
www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.
Portals of Prayer for January-FebruaryMarch are available at the lobby mailboxes.

Birthdays
John Blair
Skylar Chaney
Jerry Frederick
Don Shields
David Grunig
Jayce Wastvedt

January 4
January 11
January 11
January 11
January 16
January 17

Baptism Anniversaries
Lisa Case
Jane O’Connor
Isaac Jiminez
Michael Jiminez
Naomi Jiminez

January 8
January 10
January 13
January 13
January 13

Wedding Anniversaries
Thomas & Brenda Hesselgrave
31 yrs
Jan 6

January 'Good News' Church Newsletter — Planned publication this week.
Kaffee Klatsch meets next on Wednesday, January 13th at 1:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Wednesday West Hattiesburg Bible Study — Debbie Frederick leads this study on Genesis
hosted in the home of Shirley Thone. Please contact either of them for directions. The
gathering includes wearing masks, washing hands, and watching our physical distancing.
This study meets on the first and third Wednesdays only. Meets next on Wednesday,
January 6th.
Altar Flowers Sponsors needed for January 17th and 31st.
Dewey and Lisa Case New Address — 3500 Peach Street, Hattiesburg, MS 39402
Pastor Karle’s Last Sunday at Saint John Hattiesburg — January 10th
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LWML Mites will be collected at church on Sunday, January 3, 2021. If you are unable to
attend worship, you may make your checks out to Saint John Lutheran LWML and mail
them directly to Christina Noffke at 108 Ramblewood Drive, Hattiesburg, MS 39402.
Church Staff Christmas Gifts — Thank you!

THIS WEEK
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10:30am
Worship

12pm AA

12pm AA

10:02am
West
Hattiesburg
Bible Study

12pm AA

12pm AA

10am AA
10am UnDecorate the
Building

12pm AA

Un-Decorate the Church Building — What a wonderful job everyone did decorating the
church and sanctuary in preparation of celebrating the birth of our Lord and Savior. Thank
you so much for your dedication and faithful service! Now, it’s time to take down, pack up,
and put away the Chrismons, tree, wreaths, and Nativity sets. Some items will go to the
outdoor storage building, while others will be returned to the attic. Once again, your help
will be most appreciated this coming Saturday at 10am!

Pastoral Call Process
Progress Report — The Call Committee has completed the first big step of the
process in conducting a survey of the congregation, gathering names of
suggested pastoral candidates, and collecting congregational data. This has
been compiled and submitted to the Southern District office. The next step is for
their review of congregational information and gathering of information on
available pastoral candidates, which will then be sent to our Call Committee for
evaluation and review, likely in late December or early January. The Call
Committee will then conduct initial interviews, discuss, and determine second
interviews, potential site visits, and recommendations to the congregation.
Duty Roster — Those serving on the Call Committee are: Mark Keyl (chair),
Christina Jimenez, Wayland Johnson, Nancy Kaul, Jane Kersh, Steve Lawrence,
Christopher Longman, Shawn O'Connor, Ethan Potesta, Pat Potesta, and Dennis
Smith.
Scheduled Meetings —TBA.
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Prayers Needed
Chris Thiel
Prayers
Kelly
ThielNeeded
Cory Thiel
Matt Geroux
Scott Chaney
Bailey Walters
Darrin Torrey
Bill Lowry
Edward Curry
John Krahling
Dennis Smith
Eric Martin
Sharon Andrews and
Rachelle Kemnits
Kenneth Johnson
Monecia Smalley
DuWayne Lemke
Brett Kull
Alice Gamble
Joshua Floyd
Richard Radavich
Lisa Case
Richard McLeroy
Hortens McCullough
Jerry Farris

Serving Stateside (FL)
Serving Stateside (NC)
Serving Overseas/ Virus Test
Serving Overseas
Serving Stateside
Serving Overseas
Serving Stateside
Serving Stateside
Cancer
Recurring Cancer
Cancer; Chemotherapy
Cancer
Cancer

Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Kerry and Debbie Geroux
Member
Member
SIL of Jerry & Helga Herrington
Member
Brother of Shelia Curry
Son of Joyce Coll
Member
Member
Sisters of Donna Blair

10/1/16
11/20/16
12/4/16
12/13/17
5/6/18
10/31/18
10/31/18
4/15/19
2/11/18
7/15/18
10/6/19
10/6/19
1/26/20

Prostate Cancer
Cancer
Lung Cancer
Cancer
Pancreatic Cancer
Brain Tumors
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength

Brother of Wayland Johnson
Friend of Elaine Kersh
Brother of Shirley Thone
Cousin of Will Noffke
Member
Family friend of Lorhetta Lawrence
Member
Member
Father of Lisa Case
Sister of Eric and Jean Martin
Cousin of Susan and Sandy

10/18/20
7/30/20
8/23/20
11/15/20
11/22/20
12/6/20
1/31/18
12/1/18
5/19/19
8/4/19
9/15/20

Karla Weiss

Rehab and Tulane Med Ctr

Member

Laura Hojem

Healing from heart surgery

Cousin of Chris Noffke

11/15/20

Olive Gorman

Health and Strength

Member

11/22/20

Bryne and Donna Lee

COVID recovery

Brother/SIL of Patrice Lovdahl

12/13/20

Charles Westfall/Cindy Landry

COVID recovery

Members

12/30/20

Family of Lisa Petrie Nause

Recently Died

Daughter of Rita Wilson

12/21/20

Family of Earl Lee

Died Monday

Uncle of Patrice Lovdahl

12.28.20

Fresh Hope Group

For sponsor and participants

Wednesday Evenings at 6pm

7/26/20

Campus Mission

For its advance and increase

For all students and educators

7/26/20

Pastoral Leadership

For wisdom, discernment, and courage

Transition and Calling of Next Pastor

7/26/20

10/9/10

Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association
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Installation of Congregational Leadership Team
Brothers and Sisters of Jesus at Saint John Hattiesburg:
Here’s what it looks like to be servant-leaders of Saint John Lutheran Church: We are Gathering,
Discovering, and Growing towards spiritual maturity. We participate in the regular worship services
of the congregation and are involved in at least one of the church-sponsored group Bible studies.
Personal devotions (or quiet time) and prayer are a daily priority. Our chosen leaders understand God’s
grace, charity, and forgiveness, practice it in our own lives, and commend it to others. Spiritual
leaders both characterize and model the Christ-like life where worship and witness are equally
important and inseparable twins.
Making God’s urgent mission our own personal mission is paramount in our lives and we continually
support and participate in the work of the congregation. We are intentional and take the initiative.
We love God and continually demonstrate loyalty to the mission and vision of Saint John
Hattiesburg.
At times of dissension, dissatisfaction, or conflict, we lead by example in following Jesus’ Matthew 18
prescription and the catechism’s instruction to defend the neighbor, speak well of them, and put
the best construction on everything.
Leaders exercise our God-given spiritual gifts for the benefit of the body of Christ, and do not restrict
the gifts that others bring to the group. We are servant-leaders and team players. Because the
spiritually-enlightened life is one of priorities, our personal stewardship of time, talents, and
treasures is lining up with God’s purposes for us and this faith community.
We are relentless in knowing Christ and fearless in making him known. We seek first the kingdom of
God and join Jesus on his mission. We are continually seeking to Love. Like. Jesus. In Christ, we are
a people of Hope for the City.
It is not that we have already achieved all these things or are without shortcomings in them, but it is
our firm resolve and vow to hold to these expectations and actively strive to achieve them, God’s
grace and the Holy Spirit bringing them to fruition in us.
Therefore I ask you, standing before this altar and congregation, as those duly chosen to serve as
members of the Board of Directors of Saint John Lutheran Church, elders, staff, and a spiritual
leadership team: Is this your intention and pledge gladly and willingly to do, the Holy Spirit of God
helping you? If so answer, Yes, it is.
Response: Yes, it is.
________________________, I place you as officers of Saint John Lutheran Church, elders, staff, facilitators,
champions, and together our congregation’s servant-leadership team, in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Response: Amen.
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