The Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Saint John Lutheran Church
Hattiesburg, Mississippi
November 11, 2018

Welcome!
"How great is the Love the Father has lavished on us!" (1 John 3:1).
We are thankful that you are joining in the worship of the people of God this day. Ushers at the
door are glad to assist you at any time.
▪ Please check that cell phones are silenced.
▪ Restrooms are located down either hallway to the right.
▪ Prayer requests may be written on the white cards in the pew rack and given to an usher
before worship begins, or as you leave.
▪ A nursery is available to parents as needed, past the double wooden doors on the left.
▪ Activity bags to help keep young children occupied during the message are provided in the
back right corner of the sanctuary.
▪ Please tell us a bit about yourself on the Record of Friendship during the collection of the
offering.
About the Offering
An offering is gathered today during the worship service. Here the people of God bring their
tithes and sacrificial offerings as an expression of their discipleship, and for the continuation of
Jesus’ mission work, both in this community and to the ends of the earth. Guests are not expected
to bring financial gifts, but are welcome to join the congregation in offering their prayers and
praises.

We are imperfect people and we live in an imperfect world. We are all in this together. So when
we believe or act wrongly towards someone, or when we feel that another has wronged us, we
commit ourselves to the humble teaching and forgiving pattern of Jesus in Matthew 18.
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The Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
+ GATHERING +
Prayer as We Begin — Please remain seated.

C Heavenly Father, as we come before you this morning in Jesus’ name, we pray all
that we say and do in our worship will give you glory. Help us, Lord, to focus our
thoughts on you, so your Word will find fertile ground in our minds and hearts.
May the worship service today accomplish in us the purpose you desire. Amen.

786 Lord of All Good

Invocation, Confession, and Absolution — Please stand.

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
L Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
L If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.
L Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
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first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to
me, a sinner.
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.
L Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins
and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and
graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

Kyrie
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C Amazing grace, Lord! Amazing grace, Lord! Amazing grace, Lord!

Apostles' Creed

L This is the faith into which we’ve been baptized and by which we live:
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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Catechesis: The Sacrament of the Altar
As the head of the family should teach the Sacrament of the Altar in a simple way to their household.
(From the Small Catechism)

What is the Office of the Keys? – The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ
has given to his Church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold
forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent.
Where is this written? – This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The Lord
Jesus breathed on his disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his
sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
What do you believe according to these words? – I believe that when the called ministers of
Christ deal with us by his divine command, in particular when they exclude openly
unrepentant sinners from the Christian congregation and absolve those who repent of their
sins and want to do better, this is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ our
dear Lord dealt with us himself.

Salutation and Collect Prayer

L The LORD be with you.
C And also with you.
L We pray together...
C Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious
promises to those who trust in You. Grant us so firmly to believe in Your Son Jesus
that our faith may never be found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

+ WORD +
First Reading

1 Kings 17:8-16

L The Old Testament Reading for the Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost is from First Kings, chapter 17. The
LORD provides according to the word that he spoke by Elijah.
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Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah, 9“Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon,
and dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10So he arose and
went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there
gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I may
drink.” 11And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of
bread in your hand.” 12And she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only
a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering a couple of sticks
that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” 13And
Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little cake of
it and bring it to me, and afterward make something for yourself and your son. 14For thus
says the LORD the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall
not be empty, until the day that the LORD sends rain upon the earth.’” 15And she went and
did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate for many days. 16The jar of flour
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was not spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the word of the LORD
that he spoke by Elijah.
L This is the Word of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.

Second Reading

Hebrews 9:24-28

L The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapter 9. The endless cycle of sacrifices for sins finds its ending in the singular
sacrifice of Christ.
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For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true
things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25Nor was
it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood
not his own, 26for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the
world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the
sacrifice of himself. 27And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes
judgment, 28so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a
second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.
L This is the Word of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse — Please stand.
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Holy Gospel

Mark 12:38-44

L The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the twelfth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
38
In his teaching [Jesus] said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes and
like greetings in the marketplaces 39and have the best seats in the synagogues and the
places of honor at feasts, 40who devour widows’ houses and for a pretense make long
prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”
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41

And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the
offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. 42And a poor widow came and put in two
small copper coins, which make a penny. 43And he called his disciples to him and said to
them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are
contributing to the offering box. 44For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she
out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Please be seated.

Children’s Message —
738 Lord of All Hopefulness

The Message — A Kingdom of Two Cents
The Collection of Tithes and Offerings — For the continuation of Christ’s work, both in
this place and to the ends of the earth. You may also donate online.
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Get Connected — We are grateful to worship together today. Please note your
attendance in the Record of Fellowship. New and updated contact information is
always helpful. Thanks!
781 We Give Thee But Thine Own

5 The captive to release,
To God the lost to bring,
To teach the way of life and peace,
It is a Christ-like thing.

6 And we believe Thy Word,
Though dim our faith may be:
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord,
We do it unto Thee.

The Prayers of the Church and the Our Father

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

+ SENDING +
Benedicamus and Blessing

P Let us bless the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.
P We speak the Romans 15 blessing to one another:
May the God of HOPE
fill you with all JOY and PEACE
as you TRUST in him,
so that YOU may overflow with HOPE
by the POWER of the Holy Spirit.
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P The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen

921 On What Has Now Been Sown

Would you like to pray with someone following worship?

A Prayer Servant will be stationed at the right sanctuary window following
the sending hymn today. They will gladly serve you in prayer. Anything you share
with them will be kept confidential. Our heavenly Father delights in the prayers of his people.

THIS WEEK
SUN
11

MON
12

TUE
13

WED
14

THU
15

FRI
16

SAT
17

9:15am Sunday
School

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

10am AA
10am
Workshop

10:30am
Worship

10:30am
BOD

11:45 LWML
Meeting
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Serving the Lord Today
Pastor

John Karle
318.332.3352
johnkarle17@gmail.com

Altar Guild

Don and Pat Shields

Accompanist Sandy Barnett
Communion Bob Cubley
Assistant
601.596.3153
Ushers

Wayland Johnson and
Terry Lovdahl

Nursery

Gabby Bulger

Sunday
School

Lillian Smith
John Karle

Today’s Theme
God sustains life through simple, meager gifts.
For Elijah, a widow, and her son, life is sustained
through a scant portion of flour and water.
Another widow’s incidental coins, given out of
poverty, are heralded as more valuable than
sums of money given out of wealth. God discerns
righteous things that proceed from the heart. He
also judges heartless pretense and arrogance.
Beneath the canopy of God’s care for us in Christ,
His Law condemns and His Gospel redeems.

Office Hours:
Wednesday-Thursday, 9am-1pm.
Sunday Bulletin Deadline:
Wednesday at 10am.
Altar Flowers: The Johnson Family in
Memory of Wayland Johnson Sr.
Eternal Candle: The Potesta Family in
Celebration of Ethan’s Birthday.

Birthdays
Ethan Potesta
Macy Reid
Jane Johnson

November 12
November 12
November 17

Baptisms
Christina Keiper
Ethan Potesta

November 13
November 16

Wedding Anniversaries
Dori and Bill Carver, 39 years November 17
Terry &Scriptures
Jesse Jordan,
2 years
November 19
for Next
Sunday
Wayland & Jane Johnson, 10 years November
Daniel 12:1-3
22
Hebrews 10:11-25
Mark 13:1-13

Hearing Assistance Devices are available from the ushers upon request.
Live Streaming of Worship Services — www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.
Online Giving — Online giving is available to members and friends of Saint John via the
'Give' tab on our webpage. Thank you for supporting our work together in Jesus' name.

LUTHERAN
CAMPUS MISSION

Campus Mission — Welcome to all college students! We're
glad you're here. Please check in with Pastor John after worship
today (or text/call at 318.332.3352).

Thank You! to Sandy Barnett for filling in for organist Jason Sims while he is on leave.
Baptism Next Sunday — The baptism of Isaiah Roman Matthews will be NEXT SUNDAY,
November 18th. Micah was born to Reggie and Lauren Smith Matthews on October 3rd.
He is the grandson of Dennis and Lillian Smith and Branda and James Matthews. He is the
baby brother of J.R. and Micah Matthews. Please help his extended family and friends
celebrate and welcome Isaiah through baptism.
October and November Newsletters are available online and printed at the foyer mailboxes.
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Funeral Planning — It's Time to Update Your Funeral Plans -- All Saints' Day (November 1st)
is an opportune reminder each year to update your funeral plans. Saint John Hattiesburg
provides excellent materials for free to its members to accomplish this. Let's get it done!
Sunday School — We have classes and activities at 9:15am for ages five years to 95 years. For
school age kindergarten through fifth graders generally, we have Dig In Sunday school. For
youth, college, and adults we have a class on Making Marriage Work based on a book by
John Gottman or a class on Dietrich Bonhoeffer's book "Life Together." We'd love for you to
make your spiritual growth a priority by joining one of these interactive groups to exchange
ideas, learn from trusted experts, and encourage one another.
LWML Business Meeting — TODAY following the worship service. No lunch will be served.
Agenda-report of Fall Rally and planning for LWML National Convention set for June 2019
in Mobile, Alabama. Please come and join in this wonderful mission program of our church.
All women are welcome and invited.
Fall Craft Kids’ Sunday School November 18th — The Sunday School teachers have a special
craft activity planned for the Dig In class on Sunday, November 18th.
“Come and See” — Recognizing New People as Mission Partners — Sunday, November
18th. We're preparing to recognize what God is doing in bringing new people into the
regular worship and mission life of this congregation. We believe that God calls us together
by his redeeming Good News of sins forgiven in Christ Jesus, to live according to his
purposes, and that we as his people have a mission from him to the world, to make him
known … his grace, his welcome, his kingdom. If you've begun worshiping with us in 2018
and you sense this calling, we'd like to recognize these things on November 18th. We've
planned a “Come and See” gathering to share more about how our congregation sees
itself and its place in what God is doing. We invite you to join with some of the elders and
pastor John on Wednesday evening, November 14th at 5pm. If that time doesn't work,
please let us know, we'll gladly find another time in November. Thanks!
All-Church, Pot-Luck, Thanks-Giving Meal — Mark your calendars for Sunday, Nov. 18th. As
you are able, please bring a main dish plus a side or salad to share. A large cake is being
prepared to celebrate the baptism, but alternative desserts are also welcome.
Annual Meeting Announcement — Our congregation's annual meeting to give thanks for
God's accomplishments, to choose two board of direction members, and to adopt a mission
spending plan (budget) for 2019 will take place following the All-Church, Pot-Luck,
Thanks-Giving Meal on Sunday, November 18th. A handout with the proposed budget is
available after worship on the red wall credenza.
The Avenues Bible Study meets the second and fourth Thursday of the month at 10:30am in
the Fellowship Hall. For more information, please contact Pat Davenport at 769.223.2889.
The West Hattiesburg Bible Study is taking a break from meeting. We will make an
announcement when it resumes.
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Veterans Day Flags — Saint John is selling a limited supply of American Flags for $2 each as a
Youth Group Fundraiser.
Offering Envelopes for 2019 — We're preparing for our 2019 offering envelope order. If you
want a change for 2019 (Not receiving envelopes to receiving, or Receiving envelopes to
not receiving) please let us know in the church office ASAP. Written/emailed
communication is most helpful. Thanks!
Hurricane Michael Disaster Response — Thank you to those who have given financially or
brought items this past week in response to the call of need. Your over-and-above financial
gifts can be made via Saint John Hattiesburg, either with an offering in the plate during
worship or through the church website www.SaintJohnHattiesburg.com and choosing the
'Give' tab and then the 'Disaster Relief' box. Your financial gift can also be made via the
Southern District Lutheran Church website www.SouthernLCMS.org and choosing the
'Stewardship' tab, then the 'Direct Giving' link, then the 'Disaster Relief' box. 100% of your
gifts made in any of these ways goes punctually to help with Hurricane Michael Disaster
Response.
IDENTITY THEFT: What You Need to Know — Free Workshop at 10am Saturday, Nov. 17th.
Identity theft is a serious crime, and it happens easier than you think. It can happen anytime, in
any place, and to anyone. Chances are either you or someone you know has experienced
some form of identity theft. This identity theft workshop will inform and empower you to
safeguard your identity. As a participant, you’ll explore real-life scenarios in order to
identify actions that help or hinder the safety of personal data.
The workshop is designed to help you:
· Understand how identity theft can occur.
· Learn tips to help protect yourself.
· Know what steps to take if identity theft happens to you.
Identity Theft: What You Need to Know is presented free of charge and free of product as a
service to all by Thrivent Financial Professional Pattie Young. Friends and family are
encouraged to attend. Refreshments will be provided. Please plan an hour and a half for
the workshop and questions. We plan to start promptly at 10:00am.
To help with arrangements, please RSVP by November 15th on the foyer sign-up sheet or
online at: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0849A9A62EAAFC1-faith
Fellowship Hall Usage Alert — The Rule of 62 group is now using the fellowship hall on all
five weekdays. Their time block is typically from 11:30am to 1:15pm. If you have need of the
fellowship hall or kitchen, please plan around that time. Thanks!
2019 Altar Flower Calendar — The new calendar is now on the wall by the foyer mailboxes.
Cost of flower sponsorship is $40 per Sunday. You may take the flowers home or give them
to another after worship. To help keep our finances in good order, please do not remit 2019
flower sponsor money until after January 1st.
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Prayers Needed
Chris Thiel
Prayers
Kelly
ThielNeeded
Cory Thiel
Matt Geroux
Joey Kahrs
Scott Chaney
Bailey Walters
Darrin Torrey
Bill Lowry
Edward Curry
Jerry Frederick
Nelson Cubley
Charlotte Walsh
Dale McClanahan
John Krahling
Michelle Karcher
Richard Radavich
Warner Boortz
Edith Pierce
Mary Gohlke
Robert Hopkins
Doug Taylor
Marsha Weaver
Doris Schneider
Lee McMichael
Troy Hill
David Robuck
Tom Richards
Mr. Mickey Steele
Geraldine Wheeler
Sojourner Family
Mrs. Jo Davis
Skylar Chaney
Phyllis Guysinger
Andrea Herrington Torrey
Joshua “Scooter” Floyd

Serving Stateside (S.C.)
Serving Stateside (N.C.)
Serving Overseas
Serving Oversees
Serving Stateside
Serving Stateside
Serving Stateside
Serving Overseas
Serving Overseas
Cancer
Cancer
Lymphoma
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Health and Strength – Tumor
Cancer – Radiation/Chemo
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Brain Injury – 4 year old
Health and Strength
Cancer Surgery Recovery
Surgery Recovery
Surgery Recovery
Premature Baby in NICU
Transition to Brookdale
Starting Radiation
Car Wreck – ICU
Rehabilitation
Baby with Birth Defects
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Knee Suregery Rehab
Health and Strength
Brain Surgery Recovery

Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Kerry and Debbie
Gerouxof Cheryl Webb
Family
Member
Member
Son in Law of Helga Herrington
Member
Brother of Shelia Curry
Member
Brother of Bob Cubley
Family of Bill Coll
Cousin of Virginia Rosenberger
Son of Joyce Coll
Cousin of Bill Coll
Member
Member
Member
Member
Family Friend of Alicia Liverett
Friend of Don Shields
Mother of Dean Weaver
Member
Husband of Maggie McMichael
Family Friend of Alicia Liverett
Community Member
Family of Dot Richards
Friend of Patrice Lovdahl
Member
Friend of Susan Perkins
Sister in Law of Lorhetta Lawrence

Member
Member
Daughter of Helga Herrington
Friend of Lawrence Family

10/1/16
11/20/16
12/4/16
12/13/17
2/18/18
5/6/18
10/31/18
10/31/18
11/7/18
2/11/18
4/29/18
5/15/18
6/3/18
7/11/18
7/15/18
8/3/18
1/31/18
9/2/18
7/1/18
8/23/18
9/16/18
9/16/18
9/23/18
9/23/18
9/23/18
10/10/18
10/14/18
10/14/18
10/21/18
10/21/18
10/21/18
10/28/18
10/28/18
10/28/18
10/31/18
11/2/18

Pastor Karle Away This Sunday — Pastor John and Jennifer have been serving this week on
the teaching and coaching team in Denver with PLI, which helps build essential leadership
skills in clergy couples. While in Denver they've taken an extra few days of personal time to
rest. Thank you to those serving and leading worship today!
Thank you — We would like to thank everyone that attended our wedding this past Sunday.
The church was packed and so full of love. It was better because you were there to
celebrate with us. Thank you for your thoughts, gifts, and well wishes. Love, The Stringers.
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— Community Activities —
Free Family Movie Night -- Join us Sunday, November 18th at 5pm for Free Family Movie
Night where we will be watching The Incredibles 2. Snacks and drinks are provided. All you
have to do is show up and enjoy a good family movie. You may also pick up your finished
pottery on this day.
What’s Happening? Check out the Events page at www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.

Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association
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