Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Saint John Lutheran Church
Hattiesburg, Mississippi
November 15, 2020

Welcome!
"How great is the Love the Father has lavished on us!" (1 John 3:1).
We are thankful that you are joining in the worship of the people of God this day. Ushers at the
door are glad to assist you at any time.
 Please check that cell phones are silenced.
 Restrooms are located down the bell tower hallway to the right towards the fellowship hall
and on the right in the lobby.
 Prayer requests may be written on the white cards in the pew rack and given to an usher
before worship begins, or as you leave.
 A nursery is available to parents as needed, past the double wooden doors on the left.
 Activity bags to help keep young children occupied during the message are provided in the
back-right corner of the sanctuary.
About the Offering
An offering is gathered today during the worship service. Here the people of God bring their
tithes and sacrificial offerings as an expression of their discipleship, and for the continuation of
Jesus’ mission work, both in this community and to the ends of the earth. Guests are not expected
to bring financial gifts, but are welcome to join the congregation in offering their prayers and
praises.
About Holy Communion
Today we celebrate Holy Communion. In this, we remember that the divine is united with the
created as one in the person of Jesus.
This altar is the Lord’s table. Here all are welcome who acknowledge their need for a Savior,
and look to Jesus. We believe what he simply says about the bread – “This is my body, given for
you.” – and about the wine – “This is my blood, shed for you.” Thus, the Lord Jesus is truly present
for his redeemed people in this holy meal. In this we retain the divine mystery in the midst of his
ordinary creation. From the many seeds of wheat come one loaf. From the many grapes are
pressed one cup. His many diverse people constitute one body and community of faith.
Young children are welcome to this altar to receive a blessing, as are those who have not been
instructed in the Christian faith. Please indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms
over your chest or by simply asking for a blessing.
The individual communion cups in the center of the tray have white grape juice for those who
desire it. Gluten-free wafers are available at distribution upon request.
We are imperfect people and we live in an imperfect world. We are all in this together. So when
we believe or act wrongly towards someone, or when we feel that another has wronged us, we
commit ourselves to the humble teaching and forgiving pattern of Jesus in Matthew 18.
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Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost

+ GATHERING +
Prayer as We Begin — Please remain seated.

C Heavenly Father, as we come before you this morning in Jesus’ name, we pray all
that we say and do in our worship will give you glory. Help us, Lord, to focus our
thoughts on you, so your Word will find fertile ground in our minds and hearts.
May the worship service today accomplish in us the purpose you desire. Amen.

Come, Thou Almighty King
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Invocation, Confession, and Absolution. — Please stand.
L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
L If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
We keep silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

L Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
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punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
L Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a servant of Christ and by his authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Apostles' Creed

L This is the faith into which we’ve been baptized and by which we live:
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Salutation and Collect Prayer
L The LORD be with you.
C And also with you.
L We pray together...
C Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious
promises to those who trust in You. Dispel from us the works of darkness, and
grant us to live in the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be
found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.
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+ WORD +
First Reading

Zephaniah 1:7-16

L The Old Testament Reading for the Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost is from Zephaniah, chapter one.
The Day of the Lord will be great devastation for those who have deserted him and followed their own
ways.
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Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near; the LORD has prepared a
sacrifice and consecrated his guests. 8And on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice— “I will
punish the officials and the king’s sons and all who array themselves in foreign attire. 9On
that day I will punish everyone who leaps over the threshold, and those who fill their
master’s house with violence and fraud.
10
“On that day,” declares the LORD, “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, a wail from the
Second Quarter, a loud crash from the hills. 11Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! For all the
traders are no more; all who weigh out silver are cut off. 12At that time I will search
Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the men who are complacent, those who say in
their hearts, ‘The LORD will not do good, nor will he do ill.’ 13Their goods shall be
plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit
them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.”
14
The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD
is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there. 15A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress
and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds
and thick darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and
against the lofty battlements.
L This is the Word of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.

Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

L The Epistle is from First Thessalonians, chapter five. Saint Paul speaks words of encouragement for the
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enlightened who refuse the wrathful enmeshment of sin.

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything
written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a
thief in the night. 3While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden
destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they
will not escape. 4But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a
thief. 5For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of
the darkness. 6So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober.
7
For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8But
since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not destined us for wrath, but
to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we
5

are awake or asleep we might live with him.
one another up, just as you are doing.
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Therefore encourage one another and build

L This is the Word of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse — Please stand.

Holy Gospel

Matthew 25:14-30

L During these last three Sundays of the church year, we hear from Jesus what it will be like at the end of the age
when he returns in glory.

L The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 25th chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
Jesus said: 14“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and
entrusted to them his property. 15To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another
one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16He who had received the five
talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17So also he
who had the two talents made two talents more. 18But he who had received the one talent
went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money.
19
Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them.
20
And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more,
saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a
little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And he also who had
the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have
made two talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.
You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your
master.’ 24He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew
you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered
no seed, 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have
what is yours.’ 26But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew
that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 27Then you
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have
received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him
who has the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an
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abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30And
cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.’”
L This is the Gospel of the LORD.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Please be seated.

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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The Message — Entering the Joy of the Master

+ MEAL +
This is Christ’s table. Our Savior invites those who trust in him to share the feast which he has
prepared. In this meal we truly receive the body and blood of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ. This is a
great and divine mystery! Here we are joined with God and all the saints, and receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation. Young children and those who would prefer to receive a blessing are
welcome to come forward.
The individual communion cups in the center of the tray have white grape juice for those who desire
it. Gluten-free wafers are available at distribution upon request.

The Prayers of the Church and the Our Father — Please stand.

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution
Agnus Dei
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Please be seated.

Communion Video — God of This City
https://youtu.be/Jawm21_--hU

+ SENDING +
Dismissal, Concluding Prayer, Benedicamus, and Blessing — Please stand.
L Let us bless the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.
L We speak the Romans 15 blessing to one another:
May the God of HOPE
fill you with all JOY and PEACE
as you TRUST in him,
so that YOU may overflow with HOPE
by the POWER of the Holy Spirit.
L The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen

Sending Hymn on Next Page.
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O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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Recognizing New People as Mission Partners
"Come & See" Newcomer Gatherings
Sunday, November 22nd at 4pm. Please RSVP.
We're thankful that despite the pandemic several new folks have become part of the faithfamily that worships together at Saint John Hattiesburg. Worship, Sunday school, Bible
study, and community projects are just a part of the larger "doing life together" that
constitutes following Jesus.
We believe that God gathers groups of Jesus-followers together in order to accomplish his
greater mission in the world, that we embody his overflowing grace toward his beloved
people and we manifest his Spirit in all the nooks and crannies occupied by broken
people.
To this end, we want to recognize what God is doing in bringing new people into the
regular worship and mission life of Saint John Hattiesburg. We believe that God calls us
together by his redeeming Good News of sins forgiven in Christ Jesus, to live according
to his purposes, and that we as his people have a mission from him to the world, to
make him known ... his grace, his welcome, his kingdom.
If you've begun worshiping with us recently and you sense this calling, we'd like to
recognize these things on a special Sunday during December. We'd like to spend some
time in conversation and have set a date for a "Come & See" informal gathering to
share more about how our congregation sees itself and its place in what God is doing.
Gatherings usually last just a bit more than an hour. The topics we cover in the onetime gatherings is the same. If Sunday, November 22nd doesn't work for you, please let
us know and we'll work to find an agreeable time!
We're glad you're here and thankful to be in mission together!
Come and See Gatherings — Please RSVP by text or phone call to John Karle
(318.332.3352) so that we make the best use of time. Thanks!
Sunday, November 22nd at 4:00pm
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Take Home Announcements — Sunday, November 15, 2020
Serving the Lord Today
Pastor

John Karle
318.332.3352
johnkarle17@gmail.com

Organist

Jason Sims

Altar Guild

Christina Keiper and
Guild Members

Today’s Theme
Abysmal distress, anguish, ruin, devastation,
darkness, and gloom converge on the day of
wrath. But those who live in the light of
Christ are armored with faith, love, and
hope. We are not destined for wrath but for
salvation and are called to invest ourselves
with others, committed to be bold
encouragers, wise stewards, generous givers,
faithful servants, and merciful companions—
all for the sake of Christ, who dies for us that
we may awake to new and abundant life.

Sunday Bulletin Deadline:
Tuesday at 5pm
Altar Flowers: Thomas Hesselgrave in
Thanksgiving of the Blessing of Brenda.
Eternal Candle: Damian and Pat
Potesta in Celebration of
Ethan Potesta’s Birthday.

Birthdays
Jane Johnson
Darlene Boortz
Shawn O’Connor
Braxton Lee
Haley Trahan
Sonja Chaney
Jane Kersh
Lore Giles
Lee McMichael
W.F. Perkins
Jennifer Karle

Scriptures for Next Sunday
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
1 Corinthians 15:20-28
Matthew 25:31-46

November 17
November 18
November 18
November 20
November 20
November 23
November 23
November 26
November 26
November 26
November 28

Baptism Anniversaries
Ethan Potesta
November 16
Bonnie Houser
November 20
Logan Lovdahl
November 23

Live Streaming of Worship Services —
www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.
Portals of Prayer for the Fourth Quarter are
available at the lobby mailboxes.

Wedding Anniversaries
Terry & Jesse Jordan, 4yrs
Nov 19
Wayland & Jane Johnson, 12yrs Nov 22

Guest Preacher Thank You — Thank you to
Rev. Gary Weier for leading worship and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus this
morning. Pastor Weier is the Circuit Visitor for our South Mississippi Circuit 14, which forms
a triangle including congregations from Slidell to Pascagoula to Hattiesburg. This weekend
Pastor Karle is with family for his November visit to University Lutheran Chapel—College
Station, Texas.
Dig In Sunday School — We will meet and live stream our lessons every two weeks. Next onsite meeting is Sunday, November 22nd at 9:15am.
Pastor’s Coffee Hour — Enjoy coffee with pastor in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 am on
Sunday, November 22nd. Shirley Thone’s famous cookies will be served!
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Wednesday West Hattiesburg Bible Study — Debbie Frederick leads this study on 2nd
Timothy hosted in the home of Shirley Thone. Please contact either of them for directions.
The gathering includes wearing masks, washing hands, and watching our physical
distancing. This study meets on the first and third Wednesdays only. Meets next on
Wednesday, November 18th.
Wednesday Online Bible Study at 10:02am — "The Word of the Lord Grows: Hardship,
Suffering, and Sacrifice in the Acts of the Early Church" — Connect via the Zoom link
emailed on Tuesday or via the Zoom link posted on Tuesday on the Saint John Hattiesburg
Mission Partners Facebook Group.
Fresh Hope Online Group — Fresh Hope is a peer-led support group for those with mental
illness. There are no restrictions . . . anyone struggling from mental health, or a loved one
of someone who is, can join this group, which provides God’s fresh hope for daily living.
For more information on the meeting, please email Gil Emmons at
madeofclay2020@gmail.com. For more information about the group, visit
www.freshhope.us, or search on YouTube for, “Romans Road Channel”.

THIS WEEK
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

10:30am
Worship

12pm AA

12pm AA

10:02am
Online Bible
Study

12pm AA Mtg

12pm AA

10am Outside
Work Day

11:45am Call
Committee

6pm BOD

10am AA

10:02am
West
Hattiesburg
Bible Study
12pm AA

November 'Good News' Church Newsletter — Available online at the church website and
printed copies at the lobby mailboxes.
Parents of Nursery age children — If you plan to come to church on Sunday, communicate
with Gabby ahead of time so we can insure someone will be there to take care of the
children. Due to COVID some things will be changing and we will no longer have snack.
Mobile Church Directory — Download “Instant Church Directory” from the Google Play or
App Store, use your email address and the app will email you a password. If you have any
questions or need and information updated, email the church office. Thank you.
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Outside Workday Saturday — November 21st at 10am. We'll be concentrating on the
landscaping along Hardy Street and other areas as we have timely hands. Bring your
gloves, hand clippers, and such.

Pastoral Call Process
Documents — Extra Call Process documents are at the lobby mailboxes
above and below the survey return box. Help yourself to the cover letter, the
congregational survey (we'd like each person to complete one), and the
yellow nomination form.
Deadlines — Sunday, November 1st for surveys. Sunday, November 8th for
nominations.
Duty Roster — Those serving on the Call Committee are: Mark Keyl (chair),
Christina Jimenez, Wayland Johnson, Nancy Kaul, Jane Kersh, Steve
Lawrence, Christopher Longman, Shawn O'Connor, Ethan Potesta, Pat
Potesta, and Dennis Smith.
Scheduled Meetings —Sunday, November 15th at 11:30am (onsite).

Annual Congregational Meeting — Sunday, November 22nd — The Board of Directors has
set the annual meeting of the congregation for Sunday, November 22 nd following worship.
The purpose of the meeting is to adopt a Mission Spending Plan (budget) for 2021 and
elect two members to the Board of Directors. The terms of Mark Keyl and Wayland
Johnson are scheduled to end December 31st, 2020. Both are eligible for re-election and
have given their consent to serve. Additional nominations may be made to Board President
Dennis Smith by the end of the day Sunday, November 8th. Copies of the proposed 2021
Mission Spending Plan are available at the lobby mailboxes and via other means per the
request of Saint John Hattiesburg mission partners/regular worshipers. The meeting in the
sanctuary will be viewable via the livestream and we will do our best to make provision for
online questions, though all are encouraged to review the proposed Spending Plan and
ask questions ahead of time.
About Tithes and Offerings — As followers of Jesus, we are convinced that the continuation
of Christ's work — both in this place and to the ends of the earth — depends on each of
our generosity of our life's passions, priorities, and provisions. As partners in Jesus' Gospel
mission, we thankfully dedicate a part of our income to the Church's larger work. Financial
tithes and offerings may be given on Sunday mornings during worship in the offering
plate, via the regular mail, or online at the congregation's website by clicking on the 'Give'
button. Thanks!
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Prayers Needed
Chris Thiel
Prayers
Kelly
ThielNeeded
Cory Thiel
Matt Geroux
Scott Chaney
Bailey Walters
Darrin Torrey
Bill Lowry
Edward Curry
John Krahling
Dennis Smith
Eric Martin
Sharon Andrews and
Rachelle Kemnits
Jeri Ann Johnson
Kenneth Johnson
Monecia Smalley
Beverly Royals
Josie Nwachuku
DuWayne Lemke
Richard Radavich
Lisa Case
Richard McLeroy
Hortens McCullough
Ellen Heck

Serving Stateside (S.C.)
Serving Stateside (N.C.)
Serving Overseas/ Virus Test
Serving Overseas
Serving Stateside
Serving Overseas
Serving Stateside
Serving Stateside
Cancer
Recurring Cancer
Cancer; Chemotherapy
Cancer
Cancer

Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Kerry and Debbie Geroux
Member
Member
SIL of Jerry & Helga Herrington
Member
Brother of Shelia Curry
Son of Joyce Coll
Member
Member
Sisters of Donna Blair

10/1/16
11/20/16
12/4/16
12/13/17
5/6/18
10/31/18
10/31/18
4/15/19
2/11/18
7/15/18
10/6/19
10/6/19
1/26/20

COVID
Prostate Cancer
Cancer
Cancer; Chemotherapy
Recovery from Cancer Surgery
Lung Cancer
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength; COVID-19
Health and Strength
Healing of Broken Ankle/Surgery

Doug’s wife, SIL of W. Johnson
Brother of Wayland Johnson
Friend of Elaine Kersh
Grandmother of Gabby
Member
Brother of Shirley Thone
Member
Member
Father of Lisa Case
Sister of Eric and Jean Martin
Member

10/28/20
10/18/20
7/30/20
7/30/20
8/14/20
8/23/20
1/31/18
12/2/18
5/19/19
8/4/19
7/13/20

Jerry Farris

Health and Strength

Cousin of Susan and Sandy

9/15/20

Tammy Aviles

Safety from Oregon fires

Cousin of Susan and Sandy

9/15/20

Karla Weiss

Recovering from spinal surgery

Member

10/9/10

Family of Jack Litke

Recently Died

Friend of Debbie Geroux

11/1/20

Family of Doug Johnson

Recently Died 11/5/20

Brother of Wayland Johnson

11/5/20

Fresh Hope Group

For sponsor and participants

Wednesday Evenings at 6pm

7/26/20

Campus Mission

For its advance and increase

For all students and educators

7/26/20

Pastoral Leadership

For wisdom, discernment, and courage

Transition and Calling of Next Pastor

7/26/20

Hurricane Recovery

Resilience and Strength

For all Survivors and Helpers

8/27/20

Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association
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