Christ the King Sunday
Last Sunday of the Church Year

Saint John Lutheran Church
Hattiesburg, Mississippi
November 22, 2020

Welcome!
"How great is the Love the Father has lavished on us!" (1 John 3:1).
We are thankful that you are joining in the worship of the people of God this day. Ushers at the
door are glad to assist you at any time.
 Please check that cell phones are silenced.
 Restrooms are located down the bell tower hallway to the right towards the fellowship hall
and on the right in the lobby.
 Prayer requests may be written on the white cards in the pew rack and given to an usher
before worship begins, or as you leave.
 A nursery is available to parents as needed, past the double wooden doors on the left.
 Activity bags to help keep young children occupied during the message are provided in the
back-right corner of the sanctuary.
About the Offering
An offering is gathered today during the worship service. Here the people of God bring their
tithes and sacrificial offerings as an expression of their discipleship, and for the continuation of
Jesus’ mission work, both in this community and to the ends of the earth. Guests are not expected
to bring financial gifts, but are welcome to join the congregation in offering their prayers and
praises.
About Holy Communion
Today we celebrate Holy Communion. In this, we remember that the divine is united with the
created as one in the person of Jesus.
This altar is the Lord’s table. Here all are welcome who acknowledge their need for a Savior,
and look to Jesus. We believe what he simply says about the bread – “This is my body, given for
you.” – and about the wine – “This is my blood, shed for you.” Thus, the Lord Jesus is truly present
for his redeemed people in this holy meal. In this we retain the divine mystery in the midst of his
ordinary creation. From the many seeds of wheat come one loaf. From the many grapes are
pressed one cup. His many diverse people constitute one body and community of faith.
Young children are welcome to this altar to receive a blessing, as are those who have not been
instructed in the Christian faith. Please indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms
over your chest or by simply asking for a blessing.
The individual communion cups in the center of the tray have white grape juice for those who
desire it. Gluten-free wafers are available at distribution upon request.
We are imperfect people and we live in an imperfect world. We are all in this together. So when
we believe or act wrongly towards someone, or when we feel that another has wronged us, we
commit ourselves to the humble teaching and forgiving pattern of Jesus in Matthew 18.
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Last Sunday of the Church Year

+ GATHERING +
Prayer as We Begin — Please remain seated.
C Heavenly Father, as we come before you this morning in Jesus’ name, we pray all
that we say and do in our worship will give you glory. Help us, Lord, to focus our
thoughts on you, so your Word will find fertile ground in our minds and hearts.
May the worship service today accomplish in us the purpose you desire. Amen.

Beautiful Savior
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Invocation, Confession, and Absolution. — Please stand.
L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
L If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
We keep silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

L Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
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renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
L Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a servant of Christ and by his authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Apostles' Creed

L This is the faith into which we’ve been baptized and by which we live:
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Salutation and Collect Prayer
L The LORD be with you.
C And also with you.
L We pray together...
C Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as judge of the living
and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of His return, with our eyes fixed on the
kingdom, prepared for Your own from the foundation of the world; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.
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+ WORD +
First Reading

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

L The Old Testament Reading for Christ the King Sunday, the Last Sunday of the Church Year is from Ezekiel,
chapter 34. God promises to himself shepherd his people and to establish his messiah-king over his sheep.
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“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them
out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been
scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they
have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13And I will bring them out
from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own
land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the
inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the
mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good
grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will
be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord
GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured,
and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in
justice.”
20
“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat
sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all
the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22I will rescue my flock;
they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and sheep. 23And I will set
up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed
them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David
shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.
L This is the Word of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.

Second Reading

1 Corinthians 15:20-28

L The Epistle is from First Corinthians, chapter 15. We hear from Saint Paul's great resurrection chapter of God's
master plan for the life of the world.
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But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the
dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his
own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then
comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every
rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies
under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27For “God has put all things in
subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain
that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28When all things are
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subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in
subjection under him, that God may be all in all.
L This is the Word of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse — Please stand.

Holy Gospel

Matthew 25:31-46

L During these last three Sundays of the church year, we hear from Jesus what it will be like at the end of the age
when he returns in glory.

L The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 25th chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
31

[Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he
will sit on his glorious throne.
32
Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33And he will place the sheep on his
right, but the goats on the left. 34Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you
who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you clothed me, I was
sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37Then the righteous will
answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give
you drink? 38And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe
you? 39And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40And the King will
answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers,
you did it to me.’
41
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was
thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked
and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also
will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked
or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45Then he will answer them, saying,
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‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to
me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
L This is the Gospel of the LORD.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Please be seated.

The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns

5 They suffer with their Lord below,
They reign with Him above,
Their profit and their joy to know
The myst’ry of His love.
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The cross He bore is life and health,
Though shame and death to Him:
His people’s hope, His people’s wealth,
Their everlasting theme.

The Message — Where’s Jesus?

+ MEAL +
This is Christ’s table. Our Savior invites those who trust in him to share the feast which he has
prepared. In this meal we truly receive the body and blood of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ. This is a
great and divine mystery! Here we are joined with God and all the saints, and receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation. Young children and those who would prefer to receive a blessing are
welcome to come forward.
The individual communion cups in the center of the tray have white grape juice for those who desire
it. Gluten-free wafers are available at distribution upon request.
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The Prayers of the Church and the Our Father — Please stand.

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution
Agnus Dei
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Please be seated.
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Congregational Hymn during Communion Distribution
Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise
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+ SENDING +
Dismissal, Concluding Prayer, Benedicamus, and Blessing — Please stand.
L Let us bless the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.
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L We speak the Romans 15 blessing to one another:
May the God of HOPE
fill you with all JOY and PEACE
as you TRUST in him,
so that YOU may overflow with HOPE
by the POWER of the Holy Spirit.
L The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen

Now Thank We All Our God
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Take Home Announcements — Sunday, November 22, 2020
Serving the Lord Today
Pastor

John Karle
318.332.3352
johnkarle17@gmail.com

Organist

Jason Sims

Altar Guild

Christina Keiper and
Guild Members

Today’s Theme
The Lord draws decisive boundaries between
the faithful and the faithless, the humble
and the arrogant, the brokenhearted and the
proud. The gavel of divine justice declares
both punishment and life, casts the guilty
into the abyss of hell, and opens the gates of
heaven. Christ Himself balances all of this
paradox, delivering the kingdom of God
through His Word and actions—suffering,
death, and resurrection. And now we eagerly
wait for His return in glory and justice.

Sunday Bulletin Deadline:
Tuesday at 5pm
Altar Flowers: Wayland and Jane Johnson
in Celebration of their 12th Wedding
Anniversary and Family Birthdays.

Birthdays
Sonja Chaney
Jane Kersh
Lore Giles
Lee McMichael
W.F. Perkins
Jennifer Karle
Judy Wastvedt
Daniel Liverett
LaToursha Ezell
Scott Hollingsworth
Geraldine Wheeler
Caitlin Elledge

Eternal Candle: Damian and Pat Potesta
in Celebration of
Ethan Potesta’s Birthday.
Scriptures for Next Sunday
Isaiah 64:1-9
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 11:1-10
Mark 13:24-37

November 23
November 23
November 26
November 26
November 26
November 28
December 1
December 5
December 8
December 8
December 8
December 9

Baptism Anniversaries
Logan Lovdahl
November 23
Mark Keyl
December 3
Jane Kersh
December 9

Live Streaming of Worship Services —
www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.

Wedding Anniversaries
Wayland & Jane Johnson, 12yrs Nov 22

Portals of Prayer for the Fourth Quarter
are available at the lobby mailboxes.

Dig In Sunday School — We will meet and live stream our lessons every two weeks. Next onsite meeting is Sunday, December 13th at 9:15am.
Pastor’s Coffee Hour — Enjoy coffee with pastor in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 am on
Sunday, December 13th. Shirley Thone’s famous cookies will be served!
Wednesday Online Bible Study at 10:02am — "The Word of the Lord Grows: Hardship,
Suffering, and Sacrifice in the Acts of the Early Church" — Connect via the Zoom link
emailed on Tuesday or via the Zoom link posted on Tuesday on the Saint John Hattiesburg
Mission Partners Facebook Group.
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Wednesday West Hattiesburg Bible Study — Debbie Frederick leads this study on 2nd
Timothy hosted in the home of Shirley Thone. Please contact either of them for directions.
The gathering includes wearing masks, washing hands, and watching our physical
distancing. This study meets on the first and third Wednesdays only. Meets next on
Wednesday, December 2nd.

THIS WEEK
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

9:15am Dig In
and Pastor’s
Coffee Hour

12pm AA

12pm AA

10:02am
Online Bible
Study

Blessed
Thanksgiving

12pm AA

10am AA

10:30am
Worship

12pm AA

11:45am Call
Committee

LWML will hold a business meeting in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, December 6 at 11:45am.
It is important that we have a quorum of at least seven present. Items of discussion: 1)
Election of Officers; 2) Gulf States District Retreat, Foley, Alabama, January 2021; 3)
National Convention in Lexington, Kentucky, June 2021; 4) Ordering Quarterlies for the
upcoming year. Please let Shirley know if you are able to attend.
Parents of Nursery age children — If you plan to come to church on Sunday, communicate
with Gabby ahead of time so we can insure someone will be there to take care of the
children. Due to COVID some things will be changing and we will no longer have snack.
Mobile Church Directory — Download “Instant Church Directory” from the Google Play or
App Store, use your email address and the app will email you a password. If you have any
questions or need and information updated, email the church office. Thank you.
December Newsletter Deadline — Monday, November 23rd.
Annual Congregational Meeting — Sunday, November 22nd — The Board of Directors has
set the annual meeting of the congregation for Sunday, November 22 nd following worship.
The purpose of the meeting is to adopt a Mission Spending Plan (budget) for 2021 and
elect two members to the Board of Directors. The terms of Mark Keyl and Wayland
Johnson are scheduled to end December 31st, 2020. Both are eligible for re-election and
have given their consent to serve.
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Pastoral Call Process
Progress Report — The Call Committee has completed the first big step of the
process in conducting a survey of the congregation, gathering names of
suggested pastoral candidates, and collecting congregational data. This has
been compiled and submitted to the Southern District office this past week.
The next step is for review of congregational information and gathering of
information on available pastoral candidates, which will then be sent to our
Call Committee for evaluation and review, likely in late December or early
January. The Call Committee will then conduct initial interviews, discuss, and
determine second interviews, potential site visits, and recommendations to
the congregation.
Duty Roster — Those serving on the Call Committee are: Mark Keyl (chair),
Christina Jimenez, Wayland Johnson, Nancy Kaul, Jane Kersh, Steve
Lawrence, Christopher Longman, Shawn O'Connor, Ethan Potesta, Pat
Potesta, and Dennis Smith.
Scheduled Meetings —TBA.

November 'Good News' Church Newsletter — Available online at the church website and
printed copies at the lobby mailboxes.
Breadbasket Christmas Collection — We're adapting to our 2020 situation with our annual
Breadbasket Christmas Collection. Rather than cans of corn, we'll be collecting cash (or
checks (or online donations) made out to Saint John and earmarked for Breadbasket). The
good folks who do all the organizing for Breadbasket will convert the cash to gift cards to
be distributed to families in need to help with holiday foods. We're focused on this
Breadbasket Christmas Cash Collection from now until Sunday, December 6th. See the
envelopes on the offering table, or give by mail or online. Thanks!
Advent 2020 — The Church season of Advent begins next Sunday, November 29th. Advent
always begins four Sundays before Christmas Day. It's a season of hopeful anticipation of
the return of Christ Jesus as King of the nations, even as we remember his first coming as
an infant small. Blue is the color of the season. Repentance is the complement of hope.
"Prepare the way of the Lord" is the song of God's prophetic people. Due to COVID we'll
not be hosting in-person Wednesday Advent services, though we will prepare something
different and fitting for the season, making it available online.
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Prayers Needed
Chris Thiel
Prayers
Kelly
ThielNeeded
Cory Thiel
Matt Geroux
Scott Chaney
Bailey Walters
Darrin Torrey
Bill Lowry
Edward Curry
John Krahling
Dennis Smith
Eric Martin
Sharon Andrews and
Rachelle Kemnits
Jeri Ann Johnson
Kenneth Johnson
Monecia Smalley
Beverly Royals
Josie Nwachuku
DuWayne Lemke
Richard Radavich
Lisa Case
Richard McLeroy
Hortens McCullough
Ellen Heck

Serving Stateside (S.C.)
Serving Stateside (N.C.)
Serving Overseas/ Virus Test
Serving Overseas
Serving Stateside
Serving Overseas
Serving Stateside
Serving Stateside
Cancer
Recurring Cancer
Cancer; Chemotherapy
Cancer
Cancer

Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Kerry and Debbie Geroux
Member
Member
SIL of Jerry & Helga Herrington
Member
Brother of Shelia Curry
Son of Joyce Coll
Member
Member
Sisters of Donna Blair

10/1/16
11/20/16
12/4/16
12/13/17
5/6/18
10/31/18
10/31/18
4/15/19
2/11/18
7/15/18
10/6/19
10/6/19
1/26/20

COVID
Prostate Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Recovery from Cancer Surgery
Lung Cancer
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength; COVID-19
Health and Strength
Healing of Broken Ankle/Surgery

Doug’s wife, SIL of W. Johnson
Brother of Wayland Johnson
Friend of Elaine Kersh
Grandmother of Gabby
Member
Brother of Shirley Thone
Member
Member
Father of Lisa Case
Sister of Eric and Jean Martin
Member

10/28/20
10/18/20
7/30/20
7/30/20
8/14/20
8/23/20
1/31/18
12/2/18
5/19/19
8/4/19
7/13/20

Jerry Farris

Health and Strength

Cousin of Susan and Sandy

9/15/20

Tammy Aviles

Safety from Oregon fires

Cousin of Susan and Sandy

9/15/20

Karla Weiss

Recovering from spinal surgery

Member

10/9/10

Virginia Rosenberger

Broken hip from fall

Member

11/11/20

Fresh Hope Group

For sponsor and participants

Wednesday Evenings at 6pm

7/26/20

Campus Mission

For its advance and increase

For all students and educators

7/26/20

Pastoral Leadership

For wisdom, discernment, and courage

Transition and Calling of Next Pastor

7/26/20

Hurricane Recovery

Resilience and Strength

For all Survivors and Helpers

8/27/20

Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association
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