The Transfiguration of our Lord

Saint John Lutheran Church
Hattiesburg, Mississippi
February 11, 2018

Welcome!
"How great is the Love the Father has lavished on us!" (1 John 3:1).
We are thankful that you are joining in the worship of the people of God this day. Ushers at the
door are glad to assist you at any time.
▪ Please check that cell phones are silenced.
▪ Restrooms are located down either hallway to the right.
▪ Prayer requests may be written on the white cards in the pew rack and given to an usher
before worship begins, or as you leave.
▪ A nursery is available to parents as needed, down the first hallway to the right.
▪ Activity bags to help keep young children occupied during the message are provided in the
back right corner of the sanctuary.
▪ Please tell us a bit about yourself on the Record of Friendship during the collection of the
offering.
About the Offering
An offering is gathered today during the worship service. Here the people of God bring their
tithes and sacrificial offerings as an expression of their discipleship, and for the continuation of
Jesus’ mission work, both in this community and to the ends of the earth. Guests are not expected
to bring financial gifts, but are welcome to join the congregation in offering their prayers and
praises.
About Holy Communion
Today we celebrate Holy Communion. In this, we remember that the divine is united with the
created as one in the person of Jesus.
This altar is the Lord’s table. Here all are welcome who acknowledge their need for a Savior,
and look to Jesus. We believe what he simply says about the bread – “This is my body, given for
you.” – and about the wine – “This is my blood, shed for you.” Thus, the Lord Jesus is truly present
for his redeemed people in this holy meal. In this we retain the divine mystery in the midst of his
ordinary creation. From the many seeds of wheat come one loaf. From the many grapes are
pressed one cup. His many diverse people constitute one body and community of faith.
Young children are welcome to this altar to receive a blessing, as are those who have not been
instructed in the Christian faith. Please indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms
over your chest or by simply asking for a blessing.
Alcohol-removed communion wine is available for those who desire it. The individual
communion cups in the center of the tray contain denatured wine, which contains less than ½%
alcohol. This wine is pink in color. Gluten-free wafers are available at distribution upon request.
We are imperfect people and we live in an imperfect world. We are all in this together. So when
we believe or act wrongly towards someone, or when we feel that another has wronged us, we
commit ourselves to the humble teaching and forgiving pattern of Jesus in Matthew 18.
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The Transfiguration of Our Lord

+ GATHERING +
Prayer As We Begin — Please stand.

C Heavenly Father, as we come before you this morning in Jesus’ name, we pray all that
we say and do in our worship will give you glory. Help us, Lord, to focus our
thoughts on you, so your Word will find fertile ground in our minds and hearts. May
the worship service today accomplish in us the purpose you desire. Amen .

The Invocation, Confession, and Absolution

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s word and for self-examination. Then the confession.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.
The minister pronounces the Absolution.

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord who has begun this
good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C Amen.

Salutation and Collect Prayer
L The LORD be with you.
C And also with you.
L We pray together...
C O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son, You confirmed the
mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came
from the bright cloud, You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully
make us co-heirs with the King in His glory, and bring us to the fullness of our
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inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

Choir: We saw His glory, the glory of the only-begotten Son of the Father, full of grace, full of
grace and truth. We saw His glory.

873 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies

Choir: We saw His glory, the glory of the only begotten Son of the Father, full of grace, full of
grace and truth. We saw His glory.

+ WORD +
First Old Testament Reading

Exodus 34:29-35

L The Old Testament is full of prophetic heroes who guide God's people through their wilderness. The
greatest of them is Moses, whom God chose to rescue the Israelites from slavery, and then to mediate
his new covenant with his people. Whenever Moses spoke directly with God, his face would radiate
with God's own light. So great is the God of light that even his reflection in Moses' face would have
blinded the people when they saw him, except he veil his face.
29

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand
as he came down from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone
because he had been talking with God. 30Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, and
behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. 31But Moses
called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and
Moses talked with them. 32Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he commanded
them all that the LORD had spoken with him in Mount Sinai. 33And when Moses had finished
speaking with them, he put a veil over his face.
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34

Whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would remove the veil, until
he came out. And when he came out and told the people of Israel what he was
commanded, 35the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’
face was shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in to
speak with him.
L This is the Word of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.

Second Old Testament Reading

2 Kings 2:1-12

L The second greatest prophet in the Old Testament is Elijah. Though we have no books of his writings
as we do with Isaiah and others, Elijah's place in God's covenant work is enormous. Elijah is so favored
by God that he is taken up to heaven alive rather than dying on earth. Those familiar with God's
promise knew that Elijah's return would herald the coming of the Messiah. His appearing would have
terrified and thrilled any who recognized what was happening.
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Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha
were on their way from Gilgal. 2And Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the LORD has
sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will
not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3And the sons of the prophets who were in
Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away
your master from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.”
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Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said,
“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho.
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The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you
know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And he answered,
“Yes, I know it; keep quiet.”
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Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said,
“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went
on. 7Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at some distance from them,
as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and
struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of
them could go over on dry ground.
9
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken
from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” 10And
he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it
shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” 11And as they still went on
and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah
went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father!
The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more.
L This is the Word of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.
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Epistle Reading

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:6

L The glory of God, once revealed on Mount Sinai to Moses, and carrying Elijah to heaven in a whirlwind, is
revealed even to us this day in the light of the Gospel, the glory of Christ.
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Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13not like Moses, who would put a veil over his
face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an
end. 14But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant,
that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. 15Yes, to this
day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. 16But when one turns to the Lord,
the veil is removed. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom. 18And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from
the Lord who is the Spirit.
1
Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 2But we have
renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with
God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to
everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only
to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is
the image of God. 5For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ.
L This is the Word of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse — Please stand.

Holy Gospel

Mark 9:2-9
th

L The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the 9 chapter.
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After six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high
mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became
6

radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to
them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it
is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one
for Elijah.” 6For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7He was still speaking
when lo, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said: “This is My
Beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him.” 8And suddenly, looking around,
they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only.
9
And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had
seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Apostles' Creed
L Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Please be seated.

The Children’s Message —
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413 O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair

Stand.

The Message — Don’t Say A Word
The Prayers of the Church
The Collection of Tithes and Offerings — For the continuation of Christ’s work, both in
this place and to the ends of the earth.
Get Connected — We are grateful to worship together today. Please note your
attendance in the Record of Fellowship. New and updated contact information is
always helpful. Thanks!
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+ MEAL +
This is Christ’s table. Our Savior invites those who trust in him to share the feast which he has
prepared. In this meal we truly receive the body and blood of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ. This is a great
and divine mystery! Here we are joined with God and all the saints, and receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation. Young children and those who would prefer to receive a blessing are
welcome to come forward.
Alcohol Removed Communion Wine — The individual communion cups in the center of the tray
contain denatured wine, which contains less than ½% alcohol. Gluten-free wafers are available at
distribution upon request.

The Preface and Hymn of Praise — Please stand.
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The LORD be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the LORD.
Let us give thanks to the LORD our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Our Father

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
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as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution and Agnus Dei

Please be seated.

Distribution Hymns
Down from the Mount of Glory
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2

Transfigured, Christ, the lowly,
Stood radiant in light,
Light found in Godhead solely,
For human eyes too bright.
Then came a voice from heaven,
Confirmed what here we see;
The words “My son” were given.
To seal his deity.

3

Yet mark this glory hidden!
See him the mount descend,
And, by the Father bidden,
His willing footsteps bend
To seek humiliation
In deepest depths of woe,
To suffer degradation
No mind can probe or know.

4

Strange how his journey ended!
In love that is his fame
Our Lord again ascended
A mount – the hill of shame.
Upon the cross he proffered
Himself to agony;
His holy soul he offered
To set the guilty free.

5

Then hail the double glory
Of Jesus Christ, our Lord,
And let the wondrous story
Full peace and joy afford!
The holy mount acclaims him
The Majesty divine;
Mount Calvary proclaims him
Redeemer – yours and mine.

415 Jesus on the Mountain Peak
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+ SENDING +
Concluding Prayer, Benedicamus, and Blessing
L Let us bless the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.
L We speak the Romans 15 blessing to one another:

May the God of HOPE
fill you with all JOY and PEACE
as you TRUST in him,
so that YOU may overflow with HOPE
by the POWER of the Holy Spirit.
L The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen

417 Alleluia, Song of Gladness — Farewell to Alleluia
During this hymn the Church hides away in a box, coffin, or treasure chest its Alleluias, not to be seen
or sung again until Easter morning and the celebration of the Resurrection.
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Serving the Lord Today
Pastor

John Karle
318.332.3352
johnkarle17@gmail.com

Altar Guild

June and Shelley Songy

Organist

Jason Sims

Communion Fred Songy
Assistant
601.744.6765
Ushers

Wayland Johnson and
Terry Lovdahl

Nursery

Gabby Bulger

Sunday
School

Lillian Smith and
Gabby Bulger

Today’s Theme
The Church longs to be in the real presence of
Jesus. And we are. Through Word and
Sacraments, Christ’s presence is made known.
We stand in the lineage of saints who have
beheld the glory of God: Moses at the burning
bush and Elijah swept away into heaven.
Later, these two join Peter, James, and John in
witnessing the radiance of Jesus, transfigured
on a high mountain. All people are changed
when they can truly see Jesus.
Scriptures for Next Sunday
Genesis 22:1-18
James 1:12-18
Mark 1:9-15
Office Hours:
Wednesday-Thursday, 9am-12noon.

Birthdays
Robert Schneider
Shannon Elledge

February 12
February 17

Sunday Bulletin Deadline:
Wednesday at 10am.

Baptisms
Thomas Hesselgrave

February 13

Altar Flowers: Damian Potesta in
Memory of Anthony Potesta.
Eternal Candle: Maggie McMichael in
Memory of Jim May

Wedding Anniversaries
Hearing Assistance Devices are
available from the ushers upon request.

Live Streaming of Worship Services — www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.
Online Giving — Online giving is available to members and friends of Saint John Hattiesburg
via the 'Give' tab at the top of our webpage. Thank you for generously supporting our work
together in Jesus' name.

LUTHERAN
CAMPUS MISSION

Campus Mission — Welcome to all college students! We're
glad you're here. Please check in with Pastor John after worship
today (or text/call at 318.332.3352).

Discipleship Training for adults and youth on Sunday mornings at 9:15am.

Would you like to pray with someone following worship?
A Prayer Servant will be stationed at the right sanctuary window following
the sending hymn today. They will gladly serve you in prayer. Anything you share
with them will be kept confidential. Our heavenly Father delights in the prayers of his people.
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The Season of Lent begins at midnight on Mardi Gras, February 13th. The first day of Lent is
Ash Wednesday, when followers of Jesus come together in repentance, heeding Jesus'
declaration of the kingdom. You are encouraged to gather with the faithful that day for
the liturgy of Ash Wednesday. We will provide three options this year. A spoken liturgy of
confession, scriptures, and the imposition of ashes at 7:20am is planned to last 15-20
minutes. A full liturgy of the Great Confession, scriptures, the imposition of ashes, and Holy
Communion at 2:00pm and again at 7:00pm is planned to last one hour. As part of our
Lenten faith of self-sacrifice and following Jesus, you are encouraged to adopt for yourself a
more robust pattern of prayer, fasting, and care for the poor during these forty days. If you
would like ideas or advice on how you might begin such a discipline and the shape of it,
please freely converse with Pastor John, who is eager to encourage you.
2018 Altar Flowers —To sponsor the Sunday morning flowers, choose an open Sunday, write
your name in the blank, then complete a flower envelope including $40 and leave in the
church secretary mailbox. Sponsors are needed for the next two Sundays.
BOD Meeting — Saturday, February 17th at 10am.
Men’s Lunch — Saturday, February 17th at 12:07pm at South Mouth Deli located at 6555 US
Hwy 98.
Chili Cookoff — SAVE THE DATE, Our Chili Cookoff will be held Saturday, February 17th at
5pm in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is invited to attend and welcome to participate.
Newsletter Deadline — Monday, February 19th at 10am.
Visitation Ministry Training Event — Monday, February 19th at 6pm. Please see page 2 of the
February Good News Newsletter for details.
District Convention Videography Next Sunday — One or two people from the Southern
District are planning to be a part of our worship service next Sunday. They will be videotaping during and after worship as part of a spotlight on several congregations. Please
welcome them, smile genuinely, speak truthfully, sing the liturgy and hymns, and put the
best construction on everything.
Weekday Growth Groups for Adults
1. West Hattiesburg Bible Study — (Odd Week Thursdays) Meets the first and third
Thursdays of the month at 10am at the home of Mary Gohlke who can be
contacted at 601-550-4884 or mlgohlke3@comcast.net.
2. Prayer Group — (Even Week Thursdays) Meets the second and fourth Thursdays
of the month at 10:30am in the Sanctuary.
3. The Avenues Bible Study— (Even Week Thursdays) Meets the second and fourth
Thursdays of the month at 11:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.
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— Community Activities —
Story Time at the Hattiesburg Zoo — Every Friday in February at 11am.
Free Family Movie Night — NEXT SUNDAY, February 18th at 5pm in our Fellowship Hall to
watch Shrek and enjoy snacks and drinks with friends. Everyone is invited so bring a friend!
Hub City Swing Band — February 25th, at 3pm at the Downtown Saenger Theater.
KIDS MARKET: Children’s Quality Consignment Sale — March 1-2 (10am-7pm) and
March 3 (9am-5pm) in the Cloverleaf Mall.
What’s Happening? Check out the Events page at www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com

Upcoming Lent Events
Ash Wednesday, 7:20am, 2pm, and 7pm
Lenten Vespers, 2pm and 7pm

February 14

Feb. 21, Feb. 28, March 7, March 14, March 21

Palm — Passion Sunday, 10:30am
Easter Egg Hunt, 2pm
Save the Date

March 25

Shelley Songy and Jay Thompson will be getting
married on Sunday, June 24th at Saint John
Lutheran Church at 4pm. A reception will follow at
the Bottling Company located 126 Mobile Street in
Downtown Hattiesburg.

THIS WEEK
SUN
11

MON
12

TUE
13

WED
14

THU
15

FRI
16

SAT
17

9:15am Sunday
School

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

10am West
Hattiesburg
Bible Study

12pm AA Mtg

10am AA

10:30am
Worship

2pm Ash
Wednesday
5:30pm Choir
7pm Ash
Wednesday
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12pm AA Mtg

10am BOD
12:07 Men’s
Lunch
5pm Chili
Cookoff

Prayers Needed
Chris Thiel
Kelly Thiel
Cory Thiel
Bailey Walters
Matt Geroux
Robert Meyer
Brian Moree
Janet Smith
Coralea Hayden
Dale Hill
Paul Gillich
Katherine Howard
Michael Smith
John Blair
Unnamed Friend
Jerry and Julia Hagen
Nancy Kaul
Alice Gamble
Sally Hanson
Lisa Case
Glen Stengrim
Billy Herrington
Richard Radavich
Richard McLeroy
Robert Schmalz
James Hughes
Jayce Wastvedt
Bob Lee
Jayden Kirksey

Serving Stateside (S.C.)
Serving Stateside (N.C.)
Serving in England
Serving Stateside (C.A.)
Serving Oversees
Cancer

Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel

Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Breast Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Lung Cancer
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Heart Health
Hospitalized
Recent Heart Surgery
Recent Injury
Recently Hospitalized
10yr old with Pneumonia

Brother of Jon Stringer
Friend of Eric and Jean Martin
Aunt of Steven Lawrence
Coworker of Dewey Case
Friend of Ilene Bush
Friend of Wayland Johnson
Friend of Dewey Case
Member
Friend of Patrice Lovdahl
Member
Member
Former Member
Member
Member
Member
Brother of Jerry Herrington
Member
Father of Lisa Case
Brother of Elaine Kersh
Member
Member
Father of Patrice Lovdahl

Member
Son of Kerry and Debbie Geroux

Father of Ted Meyer

Grandson of Dewey Case’s Coworker

10/1/16
11/20/16
12/4/16
11/27/16
12/13/17
9/21/16
9/5/17
10/1/17
10/16/17
11/5/17
11/20/17
12/3/17
12/10/17
1/7/1
02/04/18
10/16/17
10/29/17
10/30/17
11/20/17
12/1/18
1/7/18
1/14/18
1/31/18
11/26/17
1/31/18
1/31/18
2/1/18
2/4/18
2/4/18

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.
Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association
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