Palm Sunday and
The Passion of Our Lord
Confirmation Sunday

Saint John Lutheran Church
Hattiesburg, Mississippi

April 14, 2019

Welcome!
"How great is the Love the Father has lavished on us!" (1 John 3:1).
We are thankful that you are joining in the worship of the people of God this day. Ushers at the
door are glad to assist you at any time.
▪ Please check that cell phones are silenced.
▪ Restrooms are located down either hallway to the right.
▪ Prayer requests may be written on the white cards in the pew rack and given to an usher
before worship begins, or as you leave.
▪ A nursery is available to parents as needed, down the first hallway to the right.
▪ Activity bags to help keep young children occupied during the message are provided in the
back right corner of the sanctuary.
▪ Please tell us a bit about yourself on the Record of Friendship during the collection of the
offering.
About the Offering
An offering is gathered today during the worship service. Here the people of God bring their
tithes and sacrificial offerings as an expression of their discipleship, and for the continuation of
Jesus’ mission work, both in this community and to the ends of the earth. Guests are not expected
to bring financial gifts, but are welcome to join the congregation in offering their prayers and
praises.
About Holy Communion
Today we celebrate Holy Communion. In this, we remember that the divine is united with the
created as one in the person of Jesus.
This altar is the Lord’s table. Here all are welcome who acknowledge their need for a Savior, and
look to Jesus. We believe what he simply says about the bread – “This is my body, given for you.” –
and about the wine – “This is my blood, shed for you.” Thus, the Lord Jesus is truly present for his
redeemed people in this holy meal. In this we retain the divine mystery in the midst of his ordinary
creation. From the many seeds of wheat come one loaf. From the many grapes are pressed one cup.
His many diverse people constitute one body and community of faith.
Young children are welcome to this altar to receive a blessing, as are those who have not been
instructed in the Christian faith. Please indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms
over your chest or by simply asking for a blessing.
The individual communion cups in the center of the tray have white grape juice for those
who desire it. Gluten-free wafers are available at distribution upon request.
We are imperfect people and we live in an imperfect world. We are all in this together. So when
we believe or act wrongly towards someone, or when we feel that another has wronged us, we
commit ourselves to the humble teaching and forgiving pattern of Jesus in Matthew 18.
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Palm Sunday — Confirmation Sunday
+ GATHERING +
Following the announcements, we will gather outside under the bell tower. A palm frond is provided for
each person by the altar guild. When we re-enter the sanctuary, we will “strew” the palm fronds inside
the communion rail as we sing, then return by the side aisles to our seats.

Greeting

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. Amen.
P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
C Hosanna to the Son of David.

Collect

P Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered
to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we
may ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet Him
with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that leads to eternal
life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Holy Gospel

th

John 12:12–19

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 12 chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
P 12The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out,
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14And
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,
15

“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!”

16

His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they
remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him.
17
The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised
him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18The reason why the crowd went to meet
him was that they heard he had done this sign. 19So the Pharisees said to one another,
“You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.”

P
C
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of the Lord.
Proceed into the sanctuary, behind the cross, waving palm fronds and singing the hymn.
Place palm fronds on the carpet inside the chancel rail.
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All Glory, Laud, and Honor

LSB 442

All arrive at their places, standing.

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
C Hosanna in the highest.
Please be seated.
A time of silence is observed to highlight the contrast between
Jesus' triumphal entry and His passion.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon
Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may
follow the example of His great humility and patience, and be made partakers of His
resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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+ WORD +
Old Testament Reading

Deuteronomy 32:36-39

The Old Testament Reading for the Passion of Our Lord is from Deuteronomy, chapter 32. All the other gods
prove worthless; they are only wood and stone and hype; sacrifices to them mean nothing. The true God has
power over death and life.
36

The LORD will vindicate his people and have compassion on his servants, when he sees that
their power is gone and there is none remaining, bond or free. 37Then he will say, “Where
are their gods, the rock in which they took refuge, 38who ate the fat of their sacrifices and
drank the wine of their drink offering? Let them rise up and help you; let them be your
protection!” 39“See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me; I kill and I
make alive; I wound and I heal; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.”
L This is the Word of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Philippians 2:5–11

The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter two. In spite of all that is unique and radically different about the
person and work of Christ, Christians are to have his attitude of self-sacrificing humility and love for others.
5

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself
nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found
in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even
death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name
that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.

L This is the Word of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

The Lenten Verse — Return to the Lord, your God.
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Holy Gospel

Luke 23:1-56
rd

P The Passion of Our LORD according to St. Luke, the 23 chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord. Please be seated.
1
Then the whole company of them [the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes]
arose and brought Jesus before Pilate. 2And they began to accuse him, saying, “We found
this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that
he himself is Christ, a king.” 3And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he
answered him, “You have said so.” 4Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I
find no guilt in this man.” 5But they were urgent, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching
throughout all Judea, from Galilee even to this place.”
6
When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7And when he learned that
he belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in
Jerusalem at that time. 8When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired
to see him, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign done by
him. 9So he questioned him at some length, but he made no answer. 10The chief priests
and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11And Herod with his soldiers treated
him with contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent him
back to Pilate. 12And Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that very day, for
before this they had been at enmity with each other.
13
Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 14and said to
them, “You brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. And after
examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man guilty of any of your charges
against him. 15Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing deserving
death has been done by him. 16I will therefore punish and release him.”
18
But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas”— 19a man
who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city and for murder.
20
Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release Jesus, 21but they kept shouting,
“Crucify, crucify him!” 22A third time he said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have
found in him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish and release him.” 23But they
were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And their voices
prevailed. 24So Pilate decided that their demand should be granted. 25He released the man
who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, but
he delivered Jesus over to their will.
26
And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the
country, and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. 27And there followed him a
great multitude of the people and of women who were mourning and lamenting for him.
28
But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep
for yourselves and for your children. 29For behold, the days are coming when they will say,
‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’
30
Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For
if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”
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32

Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33And when they
came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one
on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35And the people stood by,
watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he
is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and
offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There
was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
39
One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save
yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are
under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving
the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to
you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
44
It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth
hour, 45while the sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46Then
Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And
having said this he breathed his last. 47Now when the centurion saw what had taken place,
he praised God, saying, “Certainly this man was innocent!” 48And all the crowds that had
assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken place, returned home beating
their breasts. 49And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed him from
Galilee stood at a distance watching these things.
50
Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a member
of the council, a good and righteous man, 51who had not consented to their decision and
action; and he was looking for the kingdom of God. 52This man went to Pilate and asked
for the body of Jesus. 53Then he took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud and laid him
in a tomb cut in stone, where no one had ever yet been laid. 54It was the day of
Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. 55The women who had come with him from
Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 56Then they returned and
prepared spices and ointments.
On the Sabbath they rested according
to the commandment.
P This is the Passion of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.
The Message — Day 41 : : In Pursuit
of Jesus : : Being, Forgiving,
Serving, Giving, Going
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T The Rite of Youth Confirmation T
The Rite of Confirmation marks the completion of the congregation’s program of
youth confirmation ministry, a period of instruction in the Christian faith as confessed
in the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. Those who have completed
this program were first made members of the Christian Church through Baptism.
Confirmation includes a public profession of the faith into which the candidates
were baptized, thus underscoring God’s action in their Baptism.

Hymn — May God the Father of Our Lord
1. May God the Father of our Lord,
Who called you by his holy Word,
Perfect, establish, settle you,
Keep you through faith forever true.

(Tune: Tallis’ Cannon, LSB #883)

2. In Jesus Christ may you be blest,
And brought to his eternal rest.
The work he has in you begun
He will perform till all is done.

4. May God the Father, God the Son,
3. The Holy Spirit give you pow’r,
And God the Spirit, Three in one,
The strength of prayer in ev’ry hour,
Preserve you blameless till in grace
The wisdom, knowledge, fear of God
You stand before his holy face.
That lifts above his chast’ning rod.
The confirmands, parents, baptismal sponsors if present, and elders of the congregation assemble with
the pastor before the altar.

P Dear friends, we rejoice that you now desire to make public
profession of your faith and assume greater responsibility in the
life of our Christian community and its mission in the world.
You have been baptized and you have been taught the faith
according to Jesus’ words in the Great Commission, where he
says: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I will be with you always, to the very end of the age”
(Matthew 28:18-20).
The fulfillment of Jesus’ bidding we now celebrate with thankful
hearts, rejoicing to confess the faith into which you were
baptized and which you yourself now confess before the Church.
Jesus said: “Whoever confesses me before others, I will also confess
him before my Father in heaven. But whoever denies me, I will
deny him before my Father in heaven.”
In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ receives us and makes us members of his Church. In the
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community of God’s people, we learn from his Word God’s loving purpose for us and all
creation. We have been called to be witnesses of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Now therefore, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith
of the Church, the faith in which we baptize.
Do you this day in the presence of God and this congregation acknowledge the gifts which
God gave you in your Baptism?
R I do.
P Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways?
R I do.
P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son?
R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
L Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God and
confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from them, as you have
learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true?
R I do.
L Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully?
R I do.
L Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain
true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, to seek the kingdom of God, and follow Jesus in
his mission?
R I do.
L Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church, and to suffer all, even
death, rather than fall away from it?
R I do so intend by the grace of God.
L We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received the
teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins. As you
continue to hear the Lord’s Word and commune with the body of Christ, he who has
begun this good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
R Amen.
P Let us pray.... Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have made this young man
your own. You forgave him all his sins and brought him to newness of life. Continue to
9

strengthen him with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in him your gifts of grace: the spirit
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
P Give then your hand as a pledge of your promise, and kneel to receive the blessing.
The catechumen, gives his right hand and kneels. The pastor lays his hands upon his head and gives the
following blessing. A confirmation text is then given to him.

P Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in Gabriell the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm his
faith, guide his life, empower him in his serving, give him patience in suffering, and bring
him to everlasting life.
He answers: “Amen.”
After the catechumen has received the blessing and text of Holy Scripture, he stands, and the pastor
says:

P Upon this your profession and promise I invite and welcome you, as a member of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church and a mission partner of Saint John Hattiesburg, to share with
us all the gifts our Lord has for his Church, and to live them out continually in his worship
and service.
The pastor invites the congregation to stand and pray for the newly confirmed.

P Let us pray for the newly confirmed…. Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise
you for your great goodness in bringing these your sons and daughters to the
knowledge of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the
heart to believe and with the mouth to confess his saving name. Grant that, bringing
forth the fruits of faith, they may continue steadfast and victorious to the day when
all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive their crown of
righteousness; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
P The almighty and most merciful God, Father, T Son, and Holy Spirit, bless and keep you.
C Amen.
The catechumen, family, and elders return to their places.

The Prayers of the Church
The Collection of Tithes and Offerings — For the continuation of Christ’s work, both
in this place and to the ends of the earth.
Get Connected — We are grateful to worship together today. Please note your
attendance in the Record of Fellowship. New and updated contact information is
always helpful. Thanks!
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+ MEAL +
This is Christ’s table. Our Savior invites those who trust in him to share the feast which he has
prepared. In this meal we truly receive the body and blood of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ. This is a
great and divine mystery! Here we are joined with God and all the saints, and receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation. Young children and those who would prefer to receive a blessing are
welcome to come forward.
The individual communion cups in the center of the tray contain white grape juice. Gluten-free
wafers are available at distribution upon request.

The Preface, Proper Preface, and Sanctus — Please stand.
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The LORD be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the LORD.
Let us give thanks to the LORD our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

LSB 208

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Our Father

LSB 161

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Institution and Agnus Dei

LSB 962

Please be seated.

Distribution Hymns
Hosanna, Loud Hosanna

LSB 443
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Jesus, Greatest at the Table

LSB 446

The Lamb

LSB 547
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+ SENDING +
Concluding Prayer, Benedicamus, and Blessing
L Let us bless the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.
L We speak the Romans 15 blessing to one another:
May the God of HOPE
fill you with all JOY and PEACE
as you TRUST in him,
so that YOU may overflow with HOPE
by the POWER of the Holy Spirit.
L The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen

Ride On, Ride On in Majesty

LSB 967

Would you like to pray with someone following worship?
A Prayer Servant will be stationed at the right sanctuary window following the sending hymn
today. They will gladly serve you in prayer. Anything you share with them will be kept
confidential. Our heavenly Father delights in the prayers of his people.
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Serving the Lord Today

Office Hours:
Wednesday and Thursday, 9am-1pm
Sunday Bulletin Deadline:
Wednesday at 10am.
Altar Flowers: Steve Lawrence in
Celebration of his Mother’s 75th Birthday.
Eternal Candle:

Pastor
Karle Sunday
ScripturesJohn
for Next
318.332.3352
Malachi
3:1-4
johnkarle17@gmail.com

Philippians 1:3-11
Altar Guild Luke
Lillian
Smith and Ellen Heck
3;1-6
Organist

Jason Sims

Communion Dennis Smith
Assistant
601.329.6806
Ushers

Wayland Johnson and
Terry Lovdahl

Nursery

Gabby Stringer

Sunday
School

Lillian Smith, Ethan Potesta,
and Gabby Stringer

Confirmation Ellen Heck, June Songy,
Classes
Pat Potesta, and John Karle
Adult
Classes

Birthdays
Jaiden Morales
Nancy Grunig
Anna Elledge
Jean Martin
Tra’ves Powe

April 15
April 17
April 18
April 20
April 20

Baptisms
Ethan Reid

April 15

Wedding Anniversaries
Jerry and Julia Hagen, 60yrs

Nancy Kaul, Pat Davenport,
Debbie Frederick, and
Steve Lawrence

April 18

Hearing Assistance Devices are available
from the ushers upon request.

Live Streaming of Worship Services — www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.
Online Giving — Online giving is available to members and friends of Saint John via
the 'Give' tab on our webpage. Thank you for supporting our work together in Jesus' name.

LUTHERAN
CAMPUS MISSION

Campus Mission — Welcome to all college students! We're glad
you're here. Please check in with Pastor John after worship today (or
text/call at 318.332.3352).

Lutheran Study Bibles — We have five regular size print Lutheran Study Bibles available for
purchase for $50 each. These resourceful ESV translations with extensive study notes may be
viewed in the church office. Larger print versions of the Lutheran Study Bible are $59.
Eternal Candle sponsors needed for April. Sponsorship is $15.
Portals of Prayer for April-June are now available near the foyer mailboxes.
West Hattiesburg Bible Study meets the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month at 10am at the
home of Shirley Thone, 2 Bluebeard Point. (Phone: 228.324.6697) Bring your Bible as we work
our way through the book of Romans as facilitated by Debbie Frederick. Friends—men and
women—are very welcome here! Next meeting is Wednesday, April 17th.
The Avenues Bible Study meets the 2nd & 4th Thursday of the month at 10:30am in classroom
#2. For more information, please contact Pat Davenport at 769.223.2889. They are studying
“The Screwtape Letters”. The next meeting is Thursday, April 25th.
15

Henry Nau — Visiting Hattiesburg. Listen for announcement.
Oktoberfest 2019 Mission Funding Suggestions Requested — The 2019 Oktoberfest Team
had its first meeting on Sunday, April 7th. We discussed the organizations which will receive
funding gifts from the proceeds of the Oktoberfest event this fall and the respective
amounts of funding. With the closure of Concordia College Alabama last year, one of our
most important recipients is no longer in existence. We have the capacity for one or more
organizations to be added to our list. We plan to discuss and decide on these things at our
next meeting on Sunday, May 19th. If you would like to see a list of the organizations we
partnered with through funding in 2018, or if you would like to suggest a new organization,
the person to contact is Mark Keyl, who is the Oktoberfest Team leader. His email is
mdkeyl@juno.com. For suggestions of new organizations we ask that you write an email to
Mark or the church office, noting the organization, why you think it should receive funding,
and how you are connected to the organization, for example, do you already volunteer
there or support it yourself financially. The deadline for suggestions is Sunday, May 5th.
Save the Date — End of School Bash — Saturday, May 18th — New Time: 11am to 1pm.
The End of School Bash will be held at the church from 11am-1pm on Saturday, May 18th. As
always, we will have fun games and activities for the children as well as a visit from our local
Fire Department and Library.
We need volunteers to work the game stations, the grill, and to bake cupcakes. If you are able
to volunteer, please sign up on the double wooden doors. We would like to have a volunteer
meeting soon to see what activities we can accommodate.

TODAY!
Rite of Confirmation — Palm Sunday — April 14th — It gives us great joy to announce
Gabriell Wastvedt's confirmation in his baptismal grace today as a part of the worship of
Saint John Hattiesburg! This is a really big day for us. It includes the regular Palm Sunday
activities at the beginning of worship at the bell tower, a reading of the Passion Gospel
according to Saint Luke during worship, the Rite of Confirmation, the Lord's Supper, and
a congratulations reception following worship. In the afternoon, the traditional Easter Egg
Hunt will take place at the Canfield's house at 2pm. The color of the day is Red on
account of the Rite of Confirmation.
Saint John’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be Sunday, April 14th at 2pm at the home of
Aubrey Canfield (112 Pinehills Drive Hattiesburg). Cake and punch will be provided but
you are welcome to bring any other snacks as well as your lawn chairs. Kids should bring
a basket to collect all their eggs. Be sure to bring a camera!
Easter Lilies — Forms are available to support the decorating of the Sanctuary with lilies.
Please submit your form, including payment ($10 per plant), to the church secretary by
TODAY. Plants may be taken home after the Easter celebration.
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Holy Week at Saint John Hattiesburg
Maundy Thursday Seder Meal — Reservations are required by the end of the day (10pm)
this Tuesday for the Maundy Thursday Seder Meal at 7:00pm on April 18th. There is no
other worship of the congregation this year on Maundy Thursday.
The Seder has its roots in the annual Passover meal celebrated by the Children of Israel as a
commemoration of their salvation from bondage in Egypt. Since that meal was fulfilled in
Christ Jesus our Passover Lamb, we celebrate our salvation from the bondage of our sins.
The ancient meal was as rich in symbolism as is our Lord's Supper. These connections will
be highlighted for all those participating in the meal.
Here are the details: The Seder begins at 7:00pm in the fellowship hall. Reservations are
required, so that we may properly prepare. We have space for 50 people. Children are very
much welcome, as the Passover celebration and the ancient faith is always deeply rooted in
the household. Friends are welcome. Because of the cost involved, we ask for a donation of
$10 per place, collected Thursday night by the honor system. If the cost seems like a deal
breaker, then simply put in what you are able.
How to make reservations: Please RSVP online via the congregation website by clicking
on the Events tab, finding the Seder Meal description, and completing the process at the
SignUpGenius link. Remember to include the name of every person attending with you.
Alternately, you may sign up on the list on the double foyer doors.
Here's what we need: This is a complex event with many moving pieces that we're working
to orchestrate. John Karle and Pat Potesta are coordinating the Seder. We need help ahead
of time with the food preparation and arrangements, and then that night setting up the
places. If you can help, please call, text, or email one of us by Tuesday evening, when we'll
be dividing up responsibilities. THANKS!
Good Friday Liturgy of the Cross — Two identical worship experiences at 2pm and at 7pm.
We begin by pounding a nail into a wooden cross in the chancel. It is for our sins that Jesus
died and not his own. The road to the Life of Easter Resurrection must first pass through the
Valley of Good Friday Death.
Easter Saturday Service Project — We have planned a service project in Kamper Park for
Saturday, April 20th at 8am. We plan to clean areas surrounding all four pavilions and
power wash. We need workers with gloves and power washers. Refreshments provided. This
is a Thrivent Action Team sponsored project in keeping our Red Letter Challenge theme:
Serving.
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Easter Sunday Schedule
Easter Sunrise Community Service at Kamper Park Pavilion at 7am. Coffee and juice
provided. You bring a breaking-the-fast food item to share and your lawn chair. We're
ramping up the promo this year. Please expect and welcome new friends.
Easter Celebration Worship at Saint John Hattiesburg at 10:30am. Includes a celebration of
the Lord's Supper, choir, and pulling out all the stops. Breakfast foods from the sunrise
service, coffee, and juice will be available at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall. There are no
regular classes for children, confirmation, or adults, though we love that you arrive a little
early and visit. An Easter craft activity is planned for young children who arrive by 9:45am.

THIS WEEK
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

12pm AA

10am West
Hattiesburg
Bible Study

Maundy
Thursday

9:15am
12pm AA
Sunday School
10:30 Worship
2pm Egg Hunt

12pm AA

Good Friday 8am Kamper
Park Clean12pm AA
Up
12pm AA Mtg 2pm Service
10am AA
7pm Seder Meal 7pm Service

Red Letter Challenge Group Handouts —
If you'd like a complete set of the
handouts for all the weeks of the group
meetings, we have some available at the
foyer mailboxes. Also, if you'd like to
borrow the video DVD that is a part of
those group discussion time, please check
one out from the church office.
Sign the Thank You Card today from our
congregation to Zach Zehnder and the
Red Letter Challenge Team that made our
Lent RLC experience possible.
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Prayers Needed
Chris Thiel
Prayers
Kelly
ThielNeeded
Cory Thiel
Matt Geroux
Joey Kahrs
Scott Chaney
Bailey Walters
Darrin Torrey
Bill Lowry
Edward Curry
Jerry Frederick
Nelson Cubley
Charlotte Walsh
Dale McClanahan
John Krahling
Michelle Karcher
Warner Boortz
Laura Deneke
Dr. Bitsy Browne-Miller
Russell
Richard Radavich
Edith Pierce
Lisa Case
Bo Cleveland, Doug Taylor,
Burt Godwin
Beulah Kaul
Tonya Scheffler
Family of Jimmy Penton
Family of Willie Pierce
Family of Imani Rogers

Serving Stateside (S.C.)
Serving Stateside (N.C.)
Serving Overseas
Serving Oversees
Serving Stateside
Serving Stateside
Serving Stateside
Serving Overseas
Serving Overseas
Cancer
Cancer
Lymphoma
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer – Radiation/Chemo
Cancer
Breast Cancer
Colon Cancer – Upcoming Surgery

Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength – Hospice
Hospitalized – pneumonia
Recently Died
Recently Died 3/13/19
Recently Died

Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Kerry and Debbie Geroux
Family of Cheryl Webb
Member
Member
SIL of Jerry & Helga Herrington
Member
Brother of Shelia Curry
Member
Brother of Bob Cubley
Family of Bill Coll
Cousin of Virginia Rosenberger
Son of Joyce Coll
Cousin of Bill Coll
Member
Sister of Nancy Kaul
Prof. of Education WCU
Friend of Chris Keiper
Member
Member
Member
Friends of Don Shields
MIL of Nancy Kaul
Sister of Trenia Thiel
Grandfather of Jayce and Gabe W.

Member
Friend of Elise Trahan

10/1/16
11/20/16
12/4/16
12/13/17
2/18/18
5/6/18
10/31/18
10/31/18
11/7/18
2/11/18
4/29/18
5/15/18
6/3/18
7/11/18
7/15/18
8/3/18
9/2/18
12/16/18
3/31/19
3/31/19
1/31/18
7/1/18
12/2/18
3/17/19
3/17/19
4/4/19
3/7/19
3/13/19
3/17/19

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.
Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association
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