The Fourth Sunday of Easter

Saint John Lutheran Church
Hattiesburg, Mississippi
May 12, 2019

Welcome!
"How great is the Love the Father has lavished on us!" (1 John 3:1).
We are thankful that you are joining in the worship of the people of God this day. Ushers at the
door are glad to assist you at any time.
▪ Please check that cell phones are silenced.
▪ Restrooms are located down either hallway to the right.
▪ Prayer requests may be written on the white cards in the pew rack and given to an usher
before worship begins, or as you leave.
▪ A nursery is available to parents as needed, down the first hallway to the right.
▪ Activity bags to help keep young children occupied during the message are provided in the
back right corner of the sanctuary.
▪ Please tell us a bit about yourself on the Record of Friendship during the collection of the
offering.
About the Offering
An offering is gathered today during the worship service. Here the people of God bring their
tithes and sacrificial offerings as an expression of their discipleship, and for the continuation of
Jesus’ mission work, both in this community and to the ends of the earth. Guests are not expected
to bring financial gifts, but are welcome to join the congregation in offering their prayers and
praises.
About Holy Communion
Today we celebrate Holy Communion. In this, we remember that the divine is united with the
created as one in the person of Jesus.
This altar is the Lord’s table. Here all are welcome who acknowledge their need for a Savior, and
look to Jesus. We believe what he simply says about the bread – “This is my body, given for you.” –
and about the wine – “This is my blood, shed for you.” Thus, the Lord Jesus is truly present for his
redeemed people in this holy meal. In this we retain the divine mystery in the midst of his ordinary
creation. From the many seeds of wheat come one loaf. From the many grapes are pressed one cup.
His many diverse people constitute one body and community of faith.
Young children are welcome to this altar to receive a blessing, as are those who have not been
instructed in the Christian faith. Please indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms
over your chest or by simply asking for a blessing.
The individual communion cups in the center of the tray have white grape juice for those
who desire it. Gluten-free wafers are available at distribution upon request.
We are imperfect people and we live in an imperfect world. We are all in this together. So when
we believe or act wrongly towards someone, or when we feel that another has wronged us, we
commit ourselves to the humble teaching and forgiving pattern of Jesus in Matthew 18.
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The Fourth Sunday of Easter

+ GATHERING +
Prayer As We Begin — Please stand.
C Heavenly Father, as we come before you this morning in Jesus’ name, we pray all that we
say and do in our worship will give you glory. Help us, Lord, to focus our thoughts on
you, so your Word will find fertile ground in our minds and hearts. May the worship
service today accomplish in us the purpose you desire. Amen.
The Invocation, Epistle Reading, and Hymn of Praise
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Epistle Reading

Revelation 7:9-17

The Epistle for the Fourth Sunday of Easter is from the Revelation to Saint John, chapter seven. We are not alone in
our festival worship. The Church on earth joins a great multitude, the angels and archangels and all the
company of heaven to laud and magnify God's glorious name!
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After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud voice,
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels
were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they
fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever!
Amen.”
13
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from
where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones
coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb.
15
“Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and he
who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16They shall hunger no more, neither
thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat.
17
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs
of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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This is the Feast

LSB 171
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Salutation and Collect Prayer
L The LORD be with you.
C And also with you.
L We pray together...
C Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your
sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that, when we hear the voice of our Shepherd, we may
know Him who calls us each by name, and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

+ WORD +
The First Reading

Acts 20:17-35

The Reading from the History of the Early Church is from the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 20. The Apostle Paul
bids his final farewell to the Ephesian church leaders, with whom he had lived for three years by God's grace
planting the Church in that place, which is today a part of the modern nation of Turkey. As he completes his
Third Missionary Journey, Paul anticipates the sacrifices and hardships that are yet awaiting him for the sake of
the Gospel and the kingdom.
17

Now from Miletus [Paul] sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to him.
And when they came to him, he said to them:
“You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set foot in
Asia, 19serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me
through the plots of the Jews; 20how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was
profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, 21testifying both to Jews and to
Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22And now, behold, I am
going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there,
23
except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await
me. 24But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my
course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace
of God. 25And now, behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about
proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. 26Therefore I testify to you this day that I am
innocent of the blood of all of you, 27for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole
counsel of God. 28Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own
blood. 29I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the
flock; 30and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away
the disciples after them. 31Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease
night or day to admonish everyone with tears. 32And now I commend you to God and to the
word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all
those who are sanctified. 33I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34You yourselves know
that these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me. 35In all things I
have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the
words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”
18
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L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

The Children’s Message — Jane O’Connor
Alleluia Verse — Please stand.

LSB 173

Holy Gospel
L The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 10th chapter.

John 10:22-30

22

At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was
walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and
said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”
25
Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s
name bear witness about me, 26but you do not believe because you are not part of my flock.
27
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and
they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given
them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30I
and the Father are one.”
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Please be seated.

The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

The Message — Red Letter Living: Waiting ____ the Word
The Prayers of the Church
The Collection of Tithes and Offerings — For the continuation of Christ’s work, both in this
place and to the ends of the earth.
Get Connected — We are grateful to worship together today. Please note your attendance in
the Record of Fellowship. New and updated contact information is always helpful. Thanks!
Offertory

LSB 176
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+ MEAL +
This is Christ’s table. Our Savior invites those who trust in him to share the feast which he has
prepared. In this meal we truly receive the body and blood of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ. This is a great
and divine mystery! Here we are joined with God and all the saints, and receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation. Young children and those who would prefer to receive a blessing are
welcome to come forward.
The individual communion cups in the center of the tray contain white grape juice. Gluten-free
wafers are available at distribution upon request.

The Preface and Hymn of Praise — Please stand.
P The LORD be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the LORD.
P Let us give thanks to the LORD our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Our Father
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Institution and Agnus Dei
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Please be seated.

The Saints in Christ Are One in Every Place
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Oh, What Their Joy
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+ SENDING +
Thank the Lord — Please stand.
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Concluding Prayer, Benedicamus, and Blessing
L Let us bless the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.
L We speak the Romans 15 blessing to one another:
May the God of HOPE
fill you with all JOY and PEACE
as you TRUST in him,
so that YOU may overflow with HOPE
by the POWER of the Holy Spirit.
L The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen

Would you like to pray with someone following worship?
A Prayer Servant will be stationed at the right sanctuary window following
the sending hymn today. They will gladly serve you in prayer. Anything you share
with them will be kept confidential. Our heavenly Father delights in the prayers of his people.

THIS WEEK
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12pm AA

10am West
Hattiesburg
Bible Study

12pm AA Mtg

12pm AA

10am AA

9:15am
12pm AA
Sunday School
10:30 Worship

12pm AA

11am-1pm
End of School
Bash

West Hattiesburg Bible Study meets the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month at 10am at the
home of Shirley Thone, 2 Bluebeard Point. (Phone: 228.324.6697) Bring your Bible as we work
our way through the book of Romans as facilitated by Debbie Frederick. Friends—men and
women—are very welcome here! Next meeting is Wednesday, May 15th.
The Avenues Bible Study meets the 2nd & 4th Thursday of the month at 10:30am in classroom
#2. For more information, please contact Pat Davenport at 769.223.2889. They are studying
“The Screwtape Letters”. The next meeting is Thursday, May 23rd.
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Serving the Lord Today
Pastor

John Karle
318.332.3352
johnkarle17@gmail.com

Altar Guild

Thomas and Brenda
Hesselgrave

Organist

Jason Sims

Theme:
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb.” Christ
alone secures salvation for believing Jews
and Gentiles. He temporally and
eternally anchors those persecuted for
believing, asserting, and preaching divine
truths. In the midst of strife, sin, disease,
and death, God shepherds His people
into eternity. As His sheepish people, we
listen to His voice. So also we receive the
living waters of Holy Baptism where He
asserts His claim on us forever.

Communion Bob Cubley
Assistant
601.596.3153
Ushers

Wayland Johnson and
Terry Lovdahl

Nursery

Gabby Stringer

Sunday
School

Lillian Smith, Ethan Potesta,
and Gabby Stringer

Scriptures Next Sunday:
Acts 11:1-18
Revelation 21:1-7
John 16:12-22

Confirmation Ellen Heck, June Songy,
Classes
Pat Potesta, and John Karle
Adult
Classes

Nancy Kaul, Pat Davenport,
Debbie Frederick, and
Steve Lawrence

Office Hours:
Wednesday and Thursday, 9am-1pm
Sunday Bulletin Deadline:
Wednesday at 10am.
Altar Flowers: Jane and Wayland Johnson
in Celebration of Family Birthdays.
Eternal Candle: Evelyn Rutledge in
Memory of her mother Dorothy.

Birthdays
Wally Pye
Wayland Johnson

May 12
May 13

Baptisms
Terry Lovdahl
Brooklyn Noffke

May 13
May 16

Wedding Anniversaries
Brian and Diahn Lee, 1year
May 14
Ted and Annette Meyer, 29yrs May 18
Hearing Assistance Devices are available
from the ushers upon request.

Live Streaming of Worship Services — www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.
Online Giving — Online giving is available to members and friends of Saint John via
the 'Give' tab on our webpage. Thank you for supporting our work together in Jesus' name.

LUTHERAN
CAMPUS MISSION

Campus Mission — Welcome to all college students! We're glad
you're here. Please check in with Pastor John after worship today
(or text/call at 318.332.3352).

Easter Lily Money — Last call for Easter Lilly money. Thanks!
May Church Newsletter — Always available online. Printed copies available at the lobby
mailboxes.
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Two Sunday Morning Classes — We would love for all people to actively search the
scriptures together with other Christ-seekers. Our regular Sunday morning adult classes are:
"Screwtape Letters" in the Community Room and a new class “The Resurrection Appearances
of Jesus” in the Fellowship Hall. Sunday school for children, youth, and adults begins at
9:15am.
Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML) are collecting DONATIONS for 200 Regular Bath Towels
needed for Lutheran World Relief Kits for the National Convention in Mobile, Alabama (June
20-23, 2019). These donations are for “Servant Events” on Opening day. Please place your
DONATIONS (towels, cash, or Gift cards) in the Box provided or give to Mary Cubley or Chris
Noffke. Thanks!
Oktoberfest Meeting — Next Sunday, May 19th in the Community Room following worship.
We'll be working on a final list for mission funding partnerships. All are welcome and
encouraged to participate. Mark Keyl is the Oktoberfest team leader.
Live at Five — Last one this spring. Join the other folks from Saint John and the
whole community at this outstanding event. If you've never been, then this
Friday is your chance!
Neighborhood Party — End of School Bash
The End of School Bash will be held at the church from 11am-1pm on Saturday, May 18th. As
always, we will have fun games and activities for the children as well as a visit from our local
Fire Department and Library.
We need volunteers to work the game stations, the grill, and to bake cupcakes. If you
are able to volunteer, please sign up on the double wooden doors.
Church Picnic — Save the date: Sunday, July 21st following worship.
Loitering Please — We love it when worshipers linger in the sanctuary, lobby, or other parts of
the building to listen in conversation, offer encouragement, discover what God is doing in
the lives of his people, and discern ways to extend his kingdom of grace to those around us
in helpful ways!
Lobby Expansion — Please see the series of three emails from Thursday of this past week.
Stapled copies are available at the red wall credenza along with the handouts from last
Sunday. We thrive on your feedback, concerns, and suggestions. Please use the process
provided on the yellow handouts. Written feedback is most helpful. We're excited! Thanks!
Contributions Statements — First quarter thank you letters are in foyer mailboxes. An
important financial update is included. Please check the note at the bottom of the letter.
Red Letter Challenge Book Money — We're wrapping up bills and such related to the Red
Letter Challenge. This is the Last Call for the $15/book or whatever you can afford. Please
remit separately from your regular offering. Thanks!
Camp Dixie Lutheran Outdoor Ministries (Elberta, AL) is in need of camp staff for the 2019
Summer Program. If interested please see Gabby in the office for more information.
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The Stinnetts in Ethiopia — The educational missionary family we sponsor in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia have released their April newsletter. It was emailed to those on our email list this
past Thursday. Printed copies are available at the lobby mailboxes.
National Youth Gathering — Two youth, one college student, and one pastor are signed up
from our congregation to attend the 2019 National Youth Gathering July 11-15 in
Minneapolis, MN. We're thankful that we have $2,600 in the bank of the anticipated $5,600
in costs, which are significantly higher this time because of housing and travel expenses.
Here's our main fund-raiser for the next six weeks:
National Youth Gathering Envelope Wall
Here's how it works: There are 100 envelopes pinned to the black bulletin board in the church
lobby. On each is written a dollar amount from $1 to $100. This is so that everybody can
participate, even the young children, because this is a congregational project. Those who are
willing take the envelope(s) of their choice from the wall and fill with an amount that at least
matches the number on the envelope, then put them in the offering plate on Sunday. (Make
checks out to Saint John.) It's OK to
take them home. This is a good way
to include family and friends, whether
in the area or farther away, who love
this church, our youth, and our
mission. Everyone can participate! If
all the envelopes are filled to their
face value, we'll raise $5050. Special
thanks to June Songy for finding,
figuring out, and preparing the
Envelope Wall. This fundraiser ends in
six weeks on Father's Day, June 16th.
“Come and See” — Recognizing New People as Mission Partners — Sunday, June 30th.
We're preparing to recognize what God is doing in bringing new people into the regular
worship and mission life of this congregation. We believe that God calls us together by his
redeeming Good News of sins forgiven in Christ Jesus, to live according to his purposes, and
that we as his people have a mission from him to the world, to make him known … his grace,
his welcome, his kingdom. If you've begun worshiping with us regularly and you sense this
calling, we'd like to recognize these things on June 30th. We've planned a
couple of “Come and See” gatherings to share more about how our congregation sees
itself and its place in what God is doing. We invite you to join with some of the elders and
pastor John on either Sunday evening, June 9th at 6pm or Monday evening, June 10th at
6pm. If those times don't work, please let us know, we'll gladly make another time
available in June. Thanks!
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Prayers Needed
Chris Thiel
Prayers
Kelly
ThielNeeded
Cory Thiel
Matt Geroux
Joey Kahrs
Scott Chaney
Bailey Walters
Darrin Torrey
Bill Lowry
Edward Curry
Jerry Frederick
Nelson Cubley
Charlotte Walsh
Dale McClanahan
John Krahling
Michelle Karcher
Warner Boortz
Laura Deneke
Dr. Bitsy Browne-Miller
Richard Radavich
Edith Pierce
Lisa Case
Bo Cleveland, Doug Taylor,
Burt Godwin

Serving Stateside (S.C.)
Serving Stateside (N.C.)
Serving Overseas
Serving Oversees
Serving Stateside
Serving Stateside
Serving Stateside
Serving Overseas
Serving Stateside
Cancer
Cancer
Lymphoma
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer – Radiation/Chemo
Cancer
Breast Cancer
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength

Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Kerry and Debbie Geroux
Family of Cheryl Webb
Member
Member
SIL of Jerry & Helga Herrington
Member
Brother of Shelia Curry
Member
Brother of Bob Cubley
Family of Bill Coll
Cousin of Virginia Rosenberger
Son of Joyce Coll
Cousin of Bill Coll
Member
Sister of Nancy Kaul
Prof. of Education WCU
Member
Member
Member
Friends of Don Shields

Danny Clark
Thomas Clark
Randy Gault
Russell
Dottie Geroux
Family of Reese Chanzy
Family of Robin Trahan
Family of Beulah Kaul

Hospitalized – kidneys
Hospitalized
Hospitalized
Health and Strength
Health and Recovery
Recently Died
Recently Died
Recently Died

Uncle of Trenia Thiel
Uncle of LaToursha Ezell
Son of Maurice and Ann Gault
Friend of Chris Keiper
Mother of Kerry Geroux
Brother of Geraldine Wheeler
Grandmother of Elise and Haley Trahan

MIL of Nancy Kaul

10/1/16
11/20/16
12/4/16
12/13/17
2/18/18
5/6/18
10/31/18
10/31/18
4/15/19
2/11/18
4/29/18
5/15/18
6/3/18
7/11/18
7/15/18
8/3/18
9/2/18
12/16/18
3/31/19
1/31/18
7/1/18
12/2/18
3/17/19
4/14/19
4/14/19
4/21/19
4/24/19
5/5/19
4/24/19
4/24/19
5/5/19

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.
Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association
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