The Ninth Sunday
after Pentecost

Saint John Lutheran Church
Hattiesburg, Mississippi
August 11, 2019

Welcome!
"How great is the Love the Father has lavished on us!" (1 John 3:1).
We are thankful that you are joining in the worship of the people of God this day. Ushers at the
door are glad to assist you at any time.
▪ Please check that cell phones are silenced.
▪ Restrooms are located down either hallway to the right.
▪ Prayer requests may be written on the white cards in the pew rack and given to an usher
before worship begins, or as you leave.
▪ A nursery is available to parents as needed, past the double wooden doors on the left.
▪ Activity bags to help keep young children occupied during the message are provided in the
back right corner of the sanctuary.
▪ Please tell us a bit about yourself on the Record of Friendship during the collection of the
offering.
About the Offering
An offering is gathered today during the worship service. Here the people of God bring their
tithes and sacrificial offerings as an expression of their discipleship, and for the continuation of
Jesus’ mission work, both in this community and to the ends of the earth. Guests are not expected
to bring financial gifts, but are welcome to join the congregation in offering their prayers and
praises.
About Holy Communion
Today we celebrate Holy Communion. In this, we remember that the divine is united with the
created as one in the person of Jesus.
This altar is the Lord’s table. Here all are welcome who acknowledge their need for a Savior, and
look to Jesus. We believe what he simply says about the bread – “This is my body, given for you.” –
and about the wine – “This is my blood, shed for you.” Thus, the Lord Jesus is truly present for his
redeemed people in this holy meal. In this we retain the divine mystery in the midst of his ordinary
creation. From the many seeds of wheat come one loaf. From the many grapes are pressed one cup.
His many diverse people constitute one body and community of faith.
Young children are welcome to this altar to receive a blessing, as are those who have not been
instructed in the Christian faith. Please indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms
over your chest or by simply asking for a blessing.
The individual communion cups in the center of the tray have white grape juice for those
who desire it. Gluten-free wafers are available at distribution upon request.
We are imperfect people and we live in an imperfect world. We are all in this together. So when
we believe or act wrongly towards someone, or when we feel that another has wronged us, we
commit ourselves to the humble teaching and forgiving pattern of Jesus in Matthew 18.
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The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
+ GATHERING +
Prayer as We Begin — Please stand.

C Heavenly Father, as we come before you this morning in Jesus’ name, we pray all that
we say and do in our worship will give you glory. Help us, Lord, to focus our
thoughts on you, so your Word will find fertile ground in our minds and hearts. May
the worship service today accomplish in us the purpose you desire. Amen.

Invocation, Confession, and Absolution

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
L Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
L If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.
L Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.
L Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins
and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously
receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

Kyrie

C Amazing grace, Lord! Amazing grace, Lord! Amazing grace, Lord!
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Apostles' Creed

L This is the faith into which we’ve been baptized and by which we live:
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Catechesis: The Lord’s Prayer
As the head of the family should teach the Lord’s Prayer in a simple way to their household.
(From the Small Catechism)

The Introduction – Our Father who art in heaven.
What does this mean? – With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that he is our
true Father and that we are his true children, so that with all boldness and
confidence we may ask him as dear children ask their dear father.
The First Petition – Hallowed be thy name.
What does this mean? – God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this petition
that it may be kept holy among us also.
How is God’s name kept holy? – God’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught
in its truth and purity, and we, as the children of God, also lead holy lives according
to it. Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven! But anyone who teaches or lives
contrary to God’s Word profanes the name of God among us. Protect us from this,
heavenly Father!

Salutation and Collect Prayer
L The LORD be with you.
C And also with you.
L We pray together...
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C Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people who offer
acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the way that
leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

+ WORD +
First Reading

Genesis 15:1-6

L The Old Testament Reading for the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost is from Genesis, chapter 15. Abraham had
trusted greatly and received God's abundant favor for many decades. His heart's last and greatest desire would
also be granted by God though the righteousness delivered to Abraham through faith in God's promise of an
heir.
1

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am
your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And
Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will
be my heir.” 4And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your
heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5And he brought him outside and said, “Look
toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him,
“So shall your offspring be.” 6And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as
righteousness.
L This is the Word of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.

Second Reading

Hebrews 11:1-16

L The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapter 11. Quite simply, the people of God walk by faith forward, not looking
back, but anticipating the fulfillment of God's promises.
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Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2For by it the
people of old received their commendation. 3By faith we understand that the universe was
created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are
visible.
4
By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was
commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his
faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see
death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was
commended as having pleased God. 6And without faith it is impossible to please him, for
whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those
who seek him. 7By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in
reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the
world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.
5
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By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he went to live in
the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him
of the same promise. 10For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose
designer and builder is God. 11By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when
she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from
one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven
and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.
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These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and
greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on
the earth. 14For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If
they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had
opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.
L This is the Word of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse — Please stand.

Holy Gospel

Luke 12:22-34
th

L The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 12 chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
22
And Jesus said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what
you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23For life is more than food, and the
body more than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have
neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you
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than the birds! 25And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of
life? 26If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the
rest? 27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28But if God so clothes the grass,
which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will
he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are
to drink, nor be worried. 30For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your
Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be
added to you.
32
“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your
possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow
old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no
moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Please be seated.

Children’s Message —
O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe

LSB 666
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The Message — O Captain, Great Captain
The Prayers of the Church
The Collection of Tithes and Offerings — For the continuation of Christ’s work, both in
this place and to the ends of the earth. You may also donate online.
Get Connected — We are grateful to worship together today. Please note your
attendance in the Record of Fellowship. New and updated contact information is
always helpful. Thanks!

+ MEAL +
This is Christ’s table. Our Savior invites those who trust in him to share the feast which he has
prepared. In this meal we truly receive the body and blood of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ. This is a great
and divine mystery! Here we are joined with God and all the saints, and receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation. Young children and those who would prefer to receive a blessing are
welcome to come forward.
Alcohol Removed Communion Wine — The individual communion cups in the center of the tray
contain denatured wine, which contains less than ½% alcohol. Gluten-free wafers are available at
distribution upon request.

The Preface and Hymn of Praise — Please stand.
L
C
L
C
L
C

The LORD be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the LORD.
Let us give thanks to the LORD our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

L It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

LSB 208
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Our Father

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution
Grant Peace, We Pray, in Mercy, Lord

LSB 778

Please be seated.
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Distribution Hymns
Have No Fear, Little Flock

LSB 735

Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ

LSB 769
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+ SENDING +
Concluding Prayer, Benedicamus, and Blessing
P Let us bless the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.

P We speak the Romans 15 blessing to one another:
May the God of HOPE
fill you with all JOY and PEACE
as you TRUST in him,
so that YOU may overflow with HOPE
by the POWER of the Holy Spirit.
P The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen

We Are Called to Stand Together LSB 828

Would you like to pray with someone following worship?
A Prayer Servant will be stationed at the right sanctuary window following
the sending hymn today. They will gladly serve you in prayer. Anything you share
with them will be kept confidential. Our heavenly Father delights in the prayers of his people.
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Theme:
Faith is a gift from God—a treasury
safeguarding our hearts and minds,
believing divine mysteries and plain
truths, trusting in the judgement and
grace of God, relishing things seen and
unseen, and hoping for imaginable and
seemingly impossible blessing from God.
Abel, Enoch, Noah, and Abraham
believed the bold assertions of God.
The Church continues in that lineage
of faith, believing in our greatest treasure
Jesus Christ, who subdues fear and cares,
forgives, and redeems.

Serving the Lord Today
Pastor

John Karle
318.332.3352
johnkarle17@gmail.com

Altar Guild

Nancy Kaul and
Josephine Nwachuku

Organist

Jason Sims

Communion Donna Blair
Assistant
601.550.3760
Ushers

Wayland Johnson and
Terry Lovdahl

Nursery

Gabby Stringer

Scriptures Next Sunday:
Jeremiah 23:16-29
Hebrews 11:17-40; 12:1-3
Luke 12:49-56

Summer Office Hours:
Wednesday and Thursday, 10am-1pm
Sunday Bulletin Deadline:
Wednesday at 10am.
Altar Flowers: Terry and Patrice Lovdahl
in Celebration of their 40th Anniversary.
Eternal Candle: The Lovdahl family
in Celebration of Ryne’s Birthday.
Live Streaming of Worship Services —
www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.

Birthdays
Ted Meyer
Helen Hollingsworth
Bailey Walters

August 11
August 14
August 14

Baptisms
Emma Kivlighn
Judy Wastvedt
Colin Cubley

August 11
August 16
August 17

Wedding Anniversaries
Online Giving — Online giving is available to
Terry and Patrice Lovdahl, 40yrs Aug. 11
members and friends of Saint John via
the 'Give' tab on our webpage. Thank you for supporting our work together in Jesus' name.

LUTHERAN
CAMPUS MISSION

Campus Mission — Welcome to all college students! We're glad
you're here. Please check in with Pastor John after worship today (or
text/call at 318.332.3352).

Summer Office Hours — The church office hours have been changed to 10am – 1pm
Wednesday and Thursday to better accommodate our summer schedule.
Sunday School on Summer Break — Coffee fellowship for those who would like at 9:45am on
Sundays in the fellowship hall. Sunday morning 9:15 classes will resume August 18th. Make
plans to make growth in faith a real priority for this whole school year.
Good News Newsletter for August is available for download on the Homepage of
www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com and printed copies are available near the foyer mailboxes.
Elders Meeting — Monday at 6pm.
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Big Bucket Brigade — We're thankful for all those who gave immediate gifts or turned in
pledges thus far as a part of the 'Accelerated Funding Plan' for the Lobby Expansion. Thank
you for your generosity as we work towards a $50,000 goal of gifts and pledges. Everyone
of all ages can participate in all the buckets of blessings!
Beautiful Bratwurst For Sale — We have 4 remaining cases of frozen 2018 Bratwurst that
we'd like to sale on Sundays after worship or during office hours (Wed & Thurs, 10am-1pm).
Full case (2 packs) is $34 for 30 Brats. 1/2 case (1 pack) is $17 for 15 Brats. Checks or exact
cash welcome, payable in church office. We'd love to empty the freezer ASAP.
In addition to the delicious bratwurst we are already selling, we will be taking
orders for Usinger Bratwurst as well as other items they offer. You can
view their order forms at the red wall credenza. If you would like to order
anything, please sign up on the gold Usinger Order Sheet TODAY!
Questions may be directed to Eric Martin at 601-620-3403.
Lobby Expansion Demolition Day — Thank you for your hard work helping the church get
ready to expand into bigger and better things. Construction begins Monday, August 12th.
The Avenues-Wide Yard Sale — Saint John Hattiesburg is a registered location for this
community event on Saturday, August 17th from 8am to 12noon. We're offering a parking
space and one 8' table to church and neighborhood folks who have a bit of stuff to sell
from their car trunk and table. Spaces are in the bell tower and lower storage shed parking
lots. Restrooms will be available and perhaps a bounce house for kids. In case of rain, there
is a possibility of use of the fellowship hall. Please note that the Back-to-School
Neighborhood Party is the same day from 11am to 1pm.

Back-to-School Neighborhood Party — We've strategically scheduled our back-to-school
bash for Saturday, August 17th from 11am to 1pm, based on the good response we had to
the similar event at the beginning of the summer. We're thankful for so many volunteers
who know what to do as members of the team, remain flexible when challenges arise, and
welcome new people onto the team by quickly sharing responsibilities. A sign-up list is
posted on the brown double doors. We're thankful to be partnering with a Thrivent Action
Team for this endeavor. It's time to celebrate a new school year and build up our
neighborhood's community spirit!
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Organist Jason Sims on Vacation — Sims family reunion this weekend. Thank you to Sandy,
Bill, Ethan, and Chris for leading worship with their musical gifts.
The Evangel in Ethiopia — The July newsletter for educational missionaries Eric and Johanna
Stinnett and family is now available at the foyer mailboxes. Oktoberfest at Saint John
Hattiesburg helps fund their mission work at the Mekane Yesus Seminary in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia.
West Hattiesburg Bible Study meets the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month at 10am
at the home of Shirley Thone, 2 Bluebeard Point. (Phone: 228.324.6697) Bring your
Bible as we work our way through the book of 2 Thessalonians as facilitated by
Debbie Frederick. Friends—men and women—are very welcome here!
The Avenues Bible Study meets the 2nd & 4th Thursday of the month at 10:30am. The
group will be studying Philip Yancey’s What’s So Amazing about Grace? “If grace is
God’s love for the undeserving, Yancey askes, then what does it look like in action? And if
Christians are its sole dispensers, then how are we doing at lavishing grace on a world
that knows far more cruelty and unforgiveness than it does of mercy?” This is a
compelling read of a book that’s becoming a classic. For more information contact
Nancy Kaul at 601-307-5127 or Pat Davenport at 769-223-2889.
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THIS WEEK
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

10:30 Worship

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA Mtg

12pm AA

8-10am
Avenues Yard
Sale

6pm Elders

10am AA
11am-1pm
Back to
School Party
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Prayers Needed
Chris Thiel
Prayers
Kelly
ThielNeeded
Cory Thiel
Matt Geroux
Joey Kahrs
Scott Chaney
Bailey Walters
Darrin Torrey
Bill Lowry
Edward Curry
Charlotte Walsh
John Krahling
Michelle Karcher
Warner Boortz
Ms. Gerrie Heckle
Richard Radavich
Edith Pierce
Lisa Case
Bo Cleveland, Doug Taylor,
Burt Godwin

Serving Stateside (S.C.)
Serving Stateside (N.C.)
Serving Overseas
Serving Oversees
Serving Stateside
Serving Stateside
Serving Stateside
Serving Overseas
Serving Stateside
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer – Radiation/Chemo
Cancer
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength
Health and Strength

Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel
Son of Kerry and Debbie Geroux
Family of Cheryl Webb
Member
Member
SIL of Jerry & Helga Herrington
Member
Brother of Shelia Curry
Family of Bill Coll
Son of Joyce Coll
Cousin of Bill Coll
Member
Friend of Alicia Liverett
Member
Member
Member
Friends of Don Shields

10/1/16
11/20/16
12/4/16
12/13/17
2/18/18
5/6/18
10/31/18
10/31/18
4/15/19
2/11/18
6/3/18
7/15/18
8/3/18
9/2/18
7/21/19
1/31/18
7/1/18
12/2/18
3/17/19

Randy Gault
Richard McLeroy
Sherry Lawrence
Maureen Rogers
Linda Reeves
Hortens McCullough
Larry Sumrall
Virginia Rosenberger
Family of Betty Clark

Hospitalized
Major Stroke
Health and Recovery – ICU
Recovery – Broken Hip
Recovery from a fall
Health and Strength
Heart Procedure
Fractured Arm
Recently Died

Son of Maurice and Ann Gault
Father of Lisa Case
Mother of Steve Lawrence
Friend of Dennis and Lillian Smith
Friend of Virginia Rosenberger
Sister of Eric and Jean Martin
Friend of Susan Perkins
Member
Grandmother of Trenia Thiel

4/21/19
5/19/19
6/30/19
7/7/19
7/21/19
8/4/19
8/4/19
8/7/19
8/4/19

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.
Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association
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