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Welcome! 

"How great is the Love the Father has lavished on us!" (1 John 3:1). 

We are thankful that you are joining in the worship of the people of God this day. Ushers at the 

door are glad to assist you at any time.  

 Please check that cell phones are silenced.  

 Restrooms are located down the bell tower hallway to the right towards the fellowship hall 

and on the right in the lobby.  

 Prayer requests may be written on the white cards in the pew rack and given to an usher 

before worship begins, or as you leave. 

 A nursery is available to parents as needed, past the double wooden doors on the left.  

 Activity bags to help keep young children occupied during the message are provided in the 

back-right corner of the sanctuary. 

 Please tell us a bit about yourself on the Record of Friendship during the collection of the 

offering.  

 

About the Offering 

An offering is gathered today during the worship service. Here the people of God bring their 

tithes and sacrificial offerings as an expression of their discipleship, and for the continuation of 

Jesus’ mission work, both in this community and to the ends of the earth. Guests are not expected 

to bring financial gifts, but are welcome to join the congregation in offering their prayers and 

praises.  

 

About Holy Communion 

Today we celebrate Holy Communion. In this, we remember that the divine is united with the 

created as one in the person of Jesus. 

This altar is the Lord’s table. Here all are welcome who acknowledge their need for a Savior, 

and look to Jesus. We believe what he simply says about the bread – “This is my body, given for 

you.” – and about the wine – “This is my blood, shed for you.” Thus, the Lord Jesus is truly present 

for his redeemed people in this holy meal. In this we retain the divine mystery in the midst of his 

ordinary creation. From the many seeds of wheat come one loaf. From the many grapes are 

pressed one cup. His many diverse people constitute one body and community of faith. 

Young children are welcome to this altar to receive a blessing, as are those who have not been 

instructed in the Christian faith. Please indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms 

over your chest or by simply asking for a blessing.  

The individual communion cups in the center of the tray have white grape juice for those who 

desire it. Gluten-free wafers are available at distribution upon request.  
 

We are imperfect people and we live in an imperfect world. We are all in this together. So when 
 we believe or act wrongly towards someone, or when we feel that another has wronged us, we 

commit ourselves to the humble teaching and forgiving pattern of Jesus in Matthew 18. 
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The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

+ GATHERING + 

Prayer As We Begin — Please stand. 

C Heavenly Father, as we come before you this morning in Jesus’ name, we pray all 

that we say and do in our worship will give you glory.  Help us, Lord, to focus our 

thoughts on you, so your Word will find fertile ground in our minds and hearts. 

May the worship service today accomplish in us the purpose you desire.  Amen.  

 

God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage  LSB 582 (Sung to #657) 

1 God’s Word is our great heritage 

    And shall be ours forever; 

To spread its light from age to age 

    Shall be our chief endeavor. 

Through life it guides our way, 

In death it is our stay. 

Lord, grant, while worlds endure, 

We keep its teachings pure 

    Throughout all generations. 

 
Invocation, Confession, and Absolution — Please stand.  

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

L If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

We keep silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

L Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  

L Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a servant of Christ and by his authority, I therefore forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

C Amen.   
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Catechesis: The Lord’s Prayer 
As the head of the family should teach the Lord’s Prayer in a simple way to their household. 

(From the Small Catechism) 

The Sixth Petition – And lead us not into temptation. 

What does this mean? – God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would 

guard and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not 

deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and 

vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally 

overcome them and win the victory. 

The Seventh Petition – But deliver us from evil. 

What does this mean? – We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in 

heaven would rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possessions and 

reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and 

graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to himself in heaven. 

The Conclusion – For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

What does this mean? – This means that I should be certain that these petitions are 

pleasing to our Father in heaven, and are heard by him; for he himself has 

commanded us to pray in this way and has promised to hear us. Amen, amen 

means “yes, yes, it shall be so.” 
 

Apostles' Creed 
L This is the faith into which we’ve been baptized and by which we live:  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Christian Church, 

         the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Salutation and Collect Prayer  

L The LORD be with you.   

C And also with you.   

L We pray together... 

C Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for 

our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow him 

wherever He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

+ WORD + 
Old Testament Reading                       Jeremiah 15:15-21 

L The Old Testament Reading for the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost is from Jeremiah, chapter 15. The 

prophet gives voice to the people's lament. God promises to restore those who return to him. 
15O LORD, you know;  remember me and visit me, and take vengeance for me on my 

persecutors. In your forbearance take me not away; know that for your sake I bear 

reproach. 16Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy 

and the delight of my heart, for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. 17I did not 

sit in the company of revelers, nor did I rejoice;  sat alone, because your hand was upon 

me, for you had filled me with indignation. 18Why is my pain unceasing, my wound 

incurable,  refusing to be healed? Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that 

fail?  
19Therefore thus says the LORD: “If you return, I will restore you, and you shall stand before me. 

If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall be as my mouth. They 

shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them. 20And I will make you to this people a 

fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I 

am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the LORD. 21I will deliver you out of the 

hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 

L This is the Word of the LORD.      

C Thanks be to God.  

 

Epistle                                       Romans 12:9-21 
L The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 12. Paul exhorts to newness of life those who have been transformed by 

the renewal of their minds and who present their bodies as living sacrifices to God. 
9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10Love one another with 

brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in zeal, be 

fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 

prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

Please be seated. 
 



6 

 

14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 

haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. 17Repay no one evil for evil, but 

give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as it depends 

on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the 

wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20To the 

contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; 

for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, 

but overcome evil with good. 

L This is the Word of the LORD.  

C Thanks be to God.  

 

Alleluia Verse — Please stand.  

 

 

 

Holy Gospel                  Matthew 16:21-28 

L The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 16th chapter.  

C Glory to You, O Lord.  
21From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 

many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third 

day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from 

you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind 

me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of 

God, but on the things of man.” 
24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take 

up his cross and follow me. 25For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 

his life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and 

forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life? 27For the Son of Man is 

going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each 

person according to what he has done. 28Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here 

who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

L This is the Gospel of the LORD.      

C Praise to You, O Christ.  
Please be seated.  
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Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word  LSB 655 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Message — God’s Economy 

+  MEAL + 
 

This is Christ’s table. Our Savior invites those who trust in him to share the feast which he has 

prepared. In this meal we truly receive the body and blood of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ. This is a 

great and divine mystery! Here we are joined with God and all the saints, and receive the blessings of 

forgiveness, life, and salvation. Young children and those who would prefer to receive a blessing are 

welcome to come forward. 

The individual communion cups in the center of the tray have white grape juice for those who desire 

it. Gluten-free wafers are available at distribution upon request.  
 

The Prayers of the Church and the Our Father   

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Institution 
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Agnus Dei  LSB 210 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music at Communion Distribution 
https://youtu.be/NMn3ThuvGMo 

When I look at you, boy 

I can see the road that lies ahead 

I can see the love and the sorrow 

 

So keep to the old roads 

Keep to the old roads 

And you’ll find your way 

 

The first time you pack it all up 

And drive alone across America 

Please remember the words that I told you 

 

If love is what you’re looking for 

The old roads lead to an open door 

And you’ll find your way 

You’ll find your way 

Back home 

 

Go back, go back to the ancient paths 

Lash your heart to the ancient mast 

And hold on, boy, whatever you do 

To the hope that's taken hold of you 

And you'll find your way 

You'll find your way 

Please be seated.  

Bright fields of joy 

Dark nights awake in a stormy bed 

I want to go with you, but I can’t follow 

 

Your first kiss, your first crush 

The first time you know you’re not enough 

The first time there’s no one there to hold you 

 

Keep to the old roads 

Keep to the old roads 

And you’ll find your way 

You’ll find your way 

 

And I know you'll be scared when you take up that cross 

And I know it'll hurt, 'cause I know what it costs 

And I love you so much and it's so hard to watch 

But you're gonna grow up and you're gonna get lost 

Just go back, go back 

 

If love is what you’re looking for 

The old roads lead to an open door 

And you’ll find your way 

You’ll find your way 

Back home 

https://youtu.be/NMn3ThuvGMo
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+  SENDING  + 

Concluding Prayer, Benedicamus, and Blessing — Please stand.  
L Let us bless the LORD.  

C Thanks be to God.  

L We speak the Romans 15 blessing to one another:  

May the God of HOPE 

fill you with all JOY and PEACE 

as you TRUST in him, 

so that YOU may overflow with HOPE 

by the POWER of the Holy Spirit.  

L The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 
 

Jesus, Lead Thou On LSB 718 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you like to pray with someone following worship?  
A Prayer Servant will be stationed at the right sanctuary window following  

the sending hymn today. They will gladly serve you in prayer. Anything you share  

with them will be kept confidential. Our heavenly Father delights in the prayers of his people. 
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Birthdays 
Lisa Case   September 1  
Angela Powe  September 3 
Zaylee McMichael  September 6 
Andrew Myers  September 6 
Logan Lovdahl  September 7 
Reagan Lowry  September 7 
Michael Jiminez  September 9 
Marcel Thiel   September 13 
Brandon Kirkley  September 15 
Maurice Gault  September 18 
Jeremy Noffke  September 18 
Woodrow   September 18 
Scott Chaney  September 19 

Baptism Anniversaries 
Helen Hollingsworth August 31 
Gabby Bulger  September 17 
Gabriell Wastvedt  September 18 
Jayce Wastvedt  September 18 

Wedding Anniversaries 
Irvin & Shelia Curry, 52yrs August 30 
Mark & Barbara Keyl, 43yrs      Sept. 3 

Jerry  & Helga Herrington, 57yrs    Sept. 18 

Serving the Lord Today 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Live Streaming of Worship Services — 

www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com. 

Dig In Sunday School — Will tentatively 

resume Sunday, September 13th at 9:15am.  

September 'Good News' Newsletter — 

Emailed earlier this week, available anytime 

on the church website, and printed copies 

are available at the lobby mailboxes.  

August Church BOD Meeting — Sunday, 

August 30th at 6pm via Zoom. 

Wednesday West Hattiesburg Bible Study 

Resumes September 2nd at 10:02am — Debbie Frederick leads this study on 2nd Timothy 

hosted in the home of Shirley Thone. Please contact either of them for directions. The 

gathering includes wearing masks, washing hands, and watching our physical distancing. 

This study meets on the first and third Wednesdays only. 

Wednesday Online Bible Study at 10:02am — "The Word of the Lord Grows: Hardship, 

Suffering, and Sacrifice in the Acts of the Early Church" — Connect via the Zoom link 

emailed on Tuesday or via the Zoom link posted on Tuesday on the Saint John Hattiesburg 

Mission Partners Facebook Group. 

Pastor John Karle 

 318.332.3352 

 johnkarle17@gmail.com 

Organist Jason Sims 

Altar Guild Christina Keiper 

Today’s Theme 
God’s plan for His people is deliverance and 

redemption. Wicked persecutors and ruthless 

naysayers will not prevail against those who 

remain steadfast in God’s Word. These are 

the ones who, by God, would be equipped to 

love, rejoice, contribute, bless, and live! All of 

His goodness trounces evil and its deception. 

Jesus prevails against wicked men, carries 

the cross, endures rage, bleeds, and dies! All 

this He does because He loves, blesses, 

delivers, and redeems His people.         

Sunday Bulletin Deadline:  

Tuesday at 5pm 

Altar Flowers: Terry and Patrice Lovdahl 

in Celebration of Ryne’s Birthday today. 

  Eternal Candle: Christina Keiper in 

thankfulness that God is always with us. 

 

Scriptures for Next Sunday 

Jeremiah 15:15-21 

Romans 12:9-21 

Matthew 16:21-28 

http://www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com/
mailto:johnkarle17@gmail.com
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LWML Mites will be collected at church NEXT SUNDAY, September 6, 2020.  If you are unable 

to attend, worship, please make your checks out to LWML and mail them directly to 

Christina Noffke @ 108 Ramblewood Drive, Hattiesburg, MS  39402.  It is wonderful how 

God blesses these gifts of love by your prayers and support! 

Fresh Hope Online Group — Fresh Hope is a peer-led support group for those with mental 

illness. There are no restrictions . . . anyone struggling from mental health, or a loved one 

of someone who is, can join this group, which provides God’s fresh hope for daily living. 

For more information on the meeting, please email Gil Emmons at 

madeofclay2020@gmail.com.  

For more information about the group, please see the letter in the July newsletter, visit 

www.freshhope.us, or search on YouTube for, “Romans Road Channel”.  

 

About Tithes and Offerings — As followers of Jesus, we are convinced that the continuation 

of Christ's work — both in this place and to the ends of the earth — depends on each of 

our generosity of our life's passions, priorities, and provisions. As partners in Jesus' Gospel 

mission, we thankfully dedicate a part of our income to the Church's larger work. Financial 

tithes and offerings may be given on Sunday mornings during worship in the offering 

plate, via the regular mail, or online at the congregation's website by clicking on the 'Give' 

button. Thanks! 

Can You Push a Mower? — We're looking to shift how we do the lawn care around the 

church building, engage some of the younger men in the congregation, and tap new skill 

sets. If you could be a part of a rotation of folks helping to keep the place looking 

welcoming, please contact John Karle. We're ready to get started this coming week. 

Thanks! 

 

 

Technology Upgrades  

Here's an update on what we're planning and how you can help. 
Nearly all of the equipment needed for technology upgrades to the worship sanctuary, 

lobby, and other parts of the building has now been ordered. The most crucial items 

— three new video cameras — are on backorder. The shipping date is uncertain, but 

we are first on the order fulfillment list. If you'd like to make a special donation to 

help cover some of the financial costs, please speak with Pastor Karle. A longer 

explanation of the technology upgrades is available in the August and September 

newsletters. 

mailto:madeofclay2020@gmail.com
http://www.freshhope.us/
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Wisdom, Discernment, Prayer, and Courage  

What does it mean that Pastor Karle has received a "Call"? 

In July Pastor Karle received a Call to lead the campus mission at Texas A&M University in 

College Station. This coming week he is going there to see what the position entails and 

whether it is a good fit. Please join your prayers for wisdom, discernment, and courage with 

our prayers. A longer explanation of the call process is available in the August and 

September newsletters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

30 
 

10:30 Worship 
 

6pm BOD 

1 
 

12pm AA 
 

 

2 
 

12pm AA  
  

 

3 
 

10:02am 
Online Bible 

Study 
 

10:02 West 
Hattiesburg 
Bible Study 

 

12pm AA 
 

6pm Fresh 
Hope 

 

4 
 

12pm AA Mtg 
 

 

5 
 

12pm AA 
 

 

6 
 

10am AA 
 
 

) 
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Prayers Needed 

 

 Prayers Needed 

   

Chris Thiel Serving Stateside (S.C.) Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel 10/1/16 

Kelly Thiel Serving Stateside (N.C.) Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel 11/20/16 

Cory Thiel Serving Overseas/ Virus Test Son of Norbert and Trenia Thiel 12/4/16 

Matt Geroux Serving Overseas Son of Kerry and Debbie Geroux 12/13/17 

Scott Chaney Serving Stateside Member 5/6/18 

Bailey Walters Serving Overseas Member 10/31/18 

Darrin Torrey Serving Stateside SIL of Jerry & Helga Herrington 10/31/18 

Bill Lowry Serving Stateside Member 4/15/19 

Edward Curry Cancer  Brother of Shelia Curry 2/11/18 

John Krahling Recurring Cancer Son of Joyce Coll 7/15/18 

Dennis Smith New Cancer; Chemotherapy  Member 10/6/19 

Eric Martin Cancer Member 10/6/19 

Sharon Andrews and 
Rachelle Kemnits 

Cancer Sisters of Donna Blair 1/26/20 

Doug Johnson Cancer Brother of Wayland Johnson 1/26/20 

Monecia Smalley Cancer Friend of Elaine Kersh 7/30/20 

Beverly Royals Cancer, Chemotherapy  Grandmother of Gabby  7/30/20 

Josie Nwachuku Cancer Member 8/14/20 

DuWayne Lemeke Lung Cancer Brother of Shirley Thone 8/23/20 

Richard Radavich Health and Strength  Member 1/31/18 

Lisa Case Health and Strength Member 12/2/18 

Richard McLeroy Health and Strength; COVID-19 Father of Lisa Case 5/19/19 

Hortens McCullough Health and Strength Sister of Eric and Jean Martin 8/4/19 

Bo Cleveland, Doug Taylor, 
and Burt Godwin 

Declining Health Friends of Don Shields 10/6/19 

Toni Potesta Fractured Foot and Ankle 6/28 Mother of Damian Potesta 6/30/20 

Ellen Heck Healing of Broken Ankle/Surgery Member 7/13/20 

Clyde Brisendine Healing after Kidney Transplant Friend of Mark Keyl 7/13/20 

Fresh Hope Group For sponsor and participants Wednesday Evenings at 6pm 7/26/20 

Campus Mission For its advance and increase For all students and educators 7/26/20 

Pastoral Leadership For wisdom, discernment, and courage Call to Campus Ministry at TAMU 7/26/20 

Michael ñShellyò Pardue Health Concerns Son of Doris Schneider 7/30/20 

Lynn Umbdenstock Recovery from COVID-19 Member 8/13/20 

Tammy Umbdenstock Mendoze Recovery from COVID-19 Daughter of Lynn Umbdenstock 8/13/20 

John Blair Recovery from surgery Tuesday Member 8/25/20 
 

 

Saint John Lutheran Church 

2001 Hardy Street 

Hattiesburg MS 39401 

Telephone:  601.583.4898 

Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com 

Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com 

Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission 

Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg                                                                        

Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg 

         Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association 

http://www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com/
mailto:stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com

