The Sixteenth Sunday
after Pentecost

Saint John Lutheran Church
Hattiesburg, Mississippi
September 12, 2021

Welcome!
"How great is the Love the Father has lavished on us!" (1 John 3:1).
We are thankful that you are joining in the worship of the people of God this day. Ushers at the
door are glad to assist you at any time.
▪ Please check that cell phones are silenced.
▪ Restrooms are located on the left in the lobby and down the bell tower hallway to the right
towards the fellowship hall.
▪ Prayer requests may be written on the white cards in the pew rack and given to an usher
before worship begins, or as you leave.
▪ A self-staffed nursery is available to parents as needed, past the wooden double doors on
the left.
▪ Activity bags to help keep young children occupied during the message are provided in the
back right corner of the sanctuary.
Notice to Worshipers: Today's service is livestreamed and recorded. It is available for public
viewing and playback at www.SaintJohnHattiesburg.com by clicking on the 'Watch Live' button.
About the Offering
An offering is gathered today during the worship service. Here the people of God bring their
tithes and sacrificial offerings as an expression of their discipleship, and for the continuation of
Jesus’ mission work, both in this community and to the ends of the earth. Guests are not expected
to bring financial gifts, but are welcome to join the congregation in offering their prayers and
praises.
About Holy Communion
Today we celebrate Holy Communion. In this, we remember that the divine is united with the
created as one in the person of Jesus.
This altar is the Lord’s table. Here all are welcome who acknowledge their need for a Savior,
and look to Jesus. We believe what he simply says about the bread – “This is my body, given for
you.” – and about the wine – “This is my blood, shed for you.” Thus, the Lord Jesus is truly present
for his redeemed people in this holy meal. In this we retain the divine mystery in the midst of his
ordinary creation. From the many seeds of wheat come one loaf. From the many grapes are
pressed one cup. His many diverse people constitute one body and community of faith.
Young children are welcome to this altar to receive a blessing, as are those who have not been
instructed in the Christian faith. Please indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms
over your chest or by simply asking for a blessing.
Alcohol-removed communion wine is available for those who desire it. The individual
communion cups in the center of the tray contain denatured wine, which contains less than ½%
alcohol. This wine is pink in color. Gluten-free wafers are available at distribution upon request.
We are imperfect people and we live in an imperfect world. We are all in this together. So when
we believe or act wrongly towards someone, or when we feel that another has wronged us, we
commit ourselves to the humble teaching and forgiving pattern of Jesus in Matthew 18.
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The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
+ GATHERING +
Prayer as We Begin — Please stand.

C Heavenly Father, as we come before you this morning in Jesus’ name, we pray all
that we say and do in our worship will give you glory. Help us, Lord, to focus our
thoughts on you, so your Word will find fertile ground in our minds and hearts.
May the worship service today accomplish in us the purpose you desire. Amen.

Invocation, Confession, and Absolution

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
L Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
L If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.
L Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to
me, a sinner.
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.
L Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins
and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and
graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

Kyrie

C Amazing grace, Lord! Amazing grace, Lord! Amazing grace, Lord!
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Apostles' Creed

L This is the faith into which we’ve been baptized and by which we live:
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Catechesis: Confession and Absolution
How Christians should be taught to confess.
(From the Small Catechism)

What is Confession? – Confession has two parts.
First, that we confess our sins, and
second, that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God
himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before
God in heaven.
What sins should we confess? – Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those
we are not aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but before the pastor we should
confess only those sins which we know and feel in our hearts.
Which are these? – Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments. Are
you a father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker? Have you been
disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or quarrelsome?
Have you hurt someone by your words or deeds? Have you stolen, been negligent,
wasted anything, or done any harm?
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Salutation and Collect Prayer

L The LORD be with you.
C And also with you.
L We pray together...
C Lord Jesus Christ, our support and defense in every need, continue to preserve
Your Church in safety, govern her by Your goodness, and bless her with Your peace;
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

+ WORD +
Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 50:4-10

L The Old Testament Reading for the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost is from Isaiah, chapter 50. God
speaks into his prophets a word that will rouse the weary and strengthen faint hearts. This is a strong
and resolute word that calls those who walk in darkness to put their hope in the L ORD God.
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The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to
sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my ear
to hear as those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not
rebellious; I turned not backward. 6I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to
those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting.
7
But the Lord GOD helps me; therefore, I have not been disgraced; therefore, I have set my face
like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 8He who vindicates me is near. Who
will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary? Let him come near to
me. 9Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; who will declare me guilty? Behold, all of them will
wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up.
10
Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of his servant? Let him who walks in
darkness and has no light trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God.
L This is the Word of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.
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Epistle Reading

James 3:1-12

L The Epistle is from James, chapter three. James, the brother of our Lord, gives a strong warning about
the use of the tongue, how "with it we can bless our Lord and Father, and with it we can curse people
who are made in the likeness of God."
1

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will
be judged with greater strictness. 2For we all stumble in many ways, and if anyone does not
stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3If we put
bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well.
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Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are
guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a
small member, yet it boasts of great things.
How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire, a world of
unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting
on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7For every kind of beast and bird, of
reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8but no human
being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless our
Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 10From
the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so.
11
Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water? 12Can a fig
tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield
fresh water.
L This is the Word of the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse — Please stand.

LSB 190
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Holy Gospel

Mark 9:14-29

L The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the ninth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
14
When [Jesus, Peter, James, and John] came to the [other] disciples, they saw a great crowd
around them, and scribes arguing with them.
15
And immediately all the crowd, when they saw Jesus, were greatly amazed and ran up to him
and greeted him. 16And Jesus asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?” 17And
someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a
spirit that makes him mute. 18And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams
and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they
were not able.” 19And he answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with
you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.” 20And they brought the boy to
him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the
ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21And Jesus asked his father, “How long
has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22And it has often cast him
into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us
and help us.” 23And Jesus said to him, “If you can! All things are possible for one who
believes.” 24Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my
unbelief!” 25And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the
unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and
never enter him again.” 26And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and
the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” 27But Jesus took him by
the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 28And when he had entered the house, his
disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 29And he said to them, “This
kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.”
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Please be seated.
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521 Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken

5 Swift as lightning falls the tyrant
From his heav’nly perch on high,
As the word of Jesus’ vict’ry
Floods the earth and fills the sky.
Wounded by a wound eternal
Now his judgment has drawn nigh!

6 Jesus, send Your angel legions
When the foe would us enslave.
Hold us fast when sin assaults us;
Come, then, Lord, Your people save.
Overthrow at last the dragon;
Send him to his fiery grave.

The Message
The Prayers of the Church — Please stand.
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+ MEAL +
This is Christ’s table. Our Savior invites those who trust in him to share the feast which he has
prepared. In this meal we truly receive the body and blood of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ. This is a great
and divine mystery! Here we are joined with God and all the saints, and receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation. Young children and those who would prefer to receive a blessing are
welcome to come forward.
The individual communion cups in the center of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are
available at distribution upon request.

The Preface and Hymn of Praise — Please stand.
L
C
L
C
L
C

The LORD be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the LORD.
Let us give thanks to the LORD our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

L It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

LSB 208
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Our Father

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution and Agnus Dei

LSB 210

Please be seated.
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Distribution Hymns
545 Word of God, Come Down on Earth

533 Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure
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+ SENDING +
Dismissal, Concluding Prayer, Benedicamus, and Blessing

P Let us bless the LORD.
C Thanks be to God.
P We speak the Romans 15 blessing to one another:
May the God of HOPE
fill you with all JOY and PEACE
as you TRUST in him,
so that YOU may overflow with HOPE
by the POWER of the Holy Spirit.
P The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen
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825 Rise, Shine, You People
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Take Home Announcements — Sunday, September 12, 2021
Serving the Lord Today
Pastor

Rev. Gary Weier
228.284.4314
garyweier@yahoo.com

Altar Guild

Bill and Joyce Coll

Musician

Sandy Barnett

Altar Flowers: Mark Keyl —
Anniversary
Eternal Candle: The Lovdahl Family in
Celebration of Logan’s Birthday

Scriptures for Next Sunday
Jeremiah 11:18-20
James 3:13-4:10
Mark 9:30-37

Today’s Theme
Words, shaped by the holy decrees of God,
rightfully teach, admonish, and bless. When
instruction is thoroughly informed by the
Word of God, people turn from darkness and walk
in the light. Jesus, the Word Incarnate, was confessed
to be the true Teacher, able to cast out demons.
In response to unwavering faith, Christ has
compassion and rebukes an unclean spirit.
Our tongues let loose cursing and pain;
Christ’s words unleash truth and healing.
Birthdays
Maurice Gault
Jeremy Noffke

September 18
September 18

Baptisms
Gabriel Wastvedt
Jayce Wastvedt

September 18
September 18

Wedding Anniversaries
Jerry and Helga Herrington, 55yrs

Sept. 18

Live Streaming of Worship Services — www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.
Online Giving — Online giving is available to members and friends of Saint John via the
'Give' tab on our webpage. Thank you for supporting our work together in Jesus' name.
Altar Guild Meeting in the Sanctuary: Saturday, September 18th at 10:00am. This is our
annual business meeting. We will set up the Altar Guild Teams' schedules for 2021, discuss
any changes to the Handbook and procedures, and update contact information. If you
currently serve on the Altar Guild, please attend this meeting. If you cannot attend, please
contact me so we can discuss schedule options. If you would like to join the Altar Guild,
please come and learn more about it. All are welcome!
Team Leader: Chris Keiper (text: 601-550-1050; email: ckeiper511@gmail.com)
Fall Spruce Up Morning!
Please come and join us for a Fall clean-up, Saturday September 18'th from 7:00 AM until
10:00 AM. We will concentrate on cleaning up the flower beds by weeding, trimming and
putting out fresh pine straw. If you are able, please bring a couple of bales of pine straw and
the tools that will make your work easier. The more help we have, the more we can
accomplish, and the faster it will go. Breakfast refreshments will be in the kitchen. We look
forward to being together. If you have any questions, call Lillian Smith or Chuck Westfall.
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September Newsletter — Published online at www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com. Printed copies
are available at the foyer mailboxes.
Portals of Prayer — October – December books are available near the foyer mailboxes.
BOD Announcement — The Board of Directors reviewed our current practices when in the
building, regarding Covid protocols. Since a majority of our folks are seniors with
compromised immunity systems, and some of us may not yet be vaccinated, we felt the
best course of action is no action for the time being. We will strongly suggest all folks
entering the building wash/sanitize their hands, wear a mask, and practice social
distancing when choosing where to sit. We will continue to monitor the situation as things
may change. Thank you for your understanding and adherence to these practices.
New BOD Announcement — On behalf of the Board of Directors, we would like to thank you
for sharing your financial blessings with Saint John. We never doubted that we have, within
our church family, the ability to send donations to the various ministries that we support.
There have times in the past when we have been challenged, but we have always risen to
meet those challenges. We have been several months now without a fulltime shepherd.
You, however, have continued to support the church financially, without missing an
opportunity. Your BOD wants you to know how much you are appreciated!
2021 Altar Flowers —To sponsor the Sunday morning flowers, choose an open Sunday, write
your name in the blank, then complete a flower envelope including $40 and leave in the
church secretary mailbox. Altar flowers needed for September 19th.
Weekday Growth Group for Adults:
The Avenues Bible Study Group — Meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 10am at Saint
John. They are studying Hope When Your Heart Breaks: Navigating Grief and Loss, a book
of Hope when your heart breaks. The next meeting will be September 22nd.
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Pastoral Call Process
Progress Report — The Call Committee is requesting a new call list from the
District President. The Call Committee will then diligently and prayerfully study
the potential candidates and begin the process of selecting the candidates
whom the committee will contact and determine whether they would be open
for a call and agree to an initial interview. Once this step is completed, the
committee will prayerfully discuss and determine second interviews, potential
site visits, and recommendations to the congregation. Should you have any
questions concerning the process, please feel free to contact Mark Keyl. The
committee requests your continued prayers as they go about their deliberations.
Duty Roster — Those serving on the Call Committee are: Mark Keyl (chair),
Christina Jimenez, Wayland Johnson, Nancy Kaul, Jane Kersh, Steve Lawrence,
Christopher Longman, Shawn O'Connor, Ethan Potesta, Pat Potesta, and Dennis
Smith.
Scheduled Meetings —TBA.

THIS WEEK
SUN
12

MON
13

TUE
14

WED
15

THU
16

FRI
17

10:30am
Worship

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA
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SAT
18
10am AA
10am Altar
Guild Meeting

Prayers Needed
Chris Thiel
Prayers
Kelly
ThielNeeded
Cory Thiel
Matt Geroux
Scott Chaney
Bailey Walters
Darrin Torrey
Bill Lowry
Edward Curry
John Krahling
Dennis Smith
Eric Martin
Kenneth Johnson
DuWayne Lemke
Brett Kull
Joshua Floyd
Joyce Lee McNeils
Richard Radavich
Lisa Case
Olive Gorman

Serving Stateside (FL)
Serving Stateside (NC)
Serving Overseas
Serving Overseas
Serving Stateside
Serving Overseas
Serving Stateside
Serving Overseas
Cancer
Recurring Cancer
Cancer; Chemotherapy
Cancer
Prostate Cancer
Lung Cancer
Cancer
Brain Tumors
Lung Cancer
Hospice care
Health and Strength
Health and Strength

Son of Norbert and Trenia
Thielof Norbert and Trenia
Son
Thiel
Son of Norbert and Trenia
Thielof Kerry and Debbie
Son
Geroux
Member
Member
SIL of Jerry & Helga
Herrington
Member
Brother of Shelia Curry
Son of Joyce Coll
Member
Member
Brother of Wayland
Johnsonof Shirley Thone
Brother
Cousin of Will Noffke
Family friend of Lorhetta
Lawrence
Cousin
of Patrice Lovdahl
Member
Member
Member

Warner Boortz

Liver & lymph node cancer

Member

Ruthie Foxworth

Health and Strength

Mother of LaToursha Ezell

Bert Godwin, Doug Taylor, Bo
Cleveland

Seriuosly ill

Friends of Don Shields

6/27/21

Ernie Easterling

Paralyzed & in a wheelchair/Going
to Costa Rica for treatment

Friend of Jane Johnson

7/21/21

Family of Brett Kull

Died 8/28/2021

Cousin of Willy Noffke

9/12/21

Campus Mission

For its advance and increase

7/26/20

Pastoral Leadership

For wisdom, discernment, and
courage

For all students and
educators
Transition and Calling of

10/1/16
11/20/16
12/4/16
12/13/17
5/6/18
10/31/18
10/31/18
4/15/19
2/11/18
7/15/18
10/6/19
10/6/19
10/18/20
8/23/20
11/15/20
12/6/20
1/10/21
8/4/21
12/1/18
11/22/20
3/24/21
5/6/21

7/26/20

Next Pastor

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.

Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association
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