Good News

January 2020

Saint John Lutheran Church — Hattiesburg, Mississippi
We’re Not the Same Church
Have you noticed? We’re not the same congregation we were ten years ago. We’re not the
same church we were even five years ago.
To be sure, there are new people who have joined with us, others who have moved away,
and some who now rest with the Lord Jesus. These are regular things, though often deeply
concerning, sometimes terribly painful, sometimes bringing renewed joy.
We’re not the same people anymore because of the experiences we’ve shared together, the
cultural challenges that have forced us to adapt to changes all around us, the ambiguity of
our present national politics, our suspicions of others, and at times, our anxious meanness
about what we’re convinced is going on.
We’re also not the same followers of Jesus as we were just a few years ago. We’ve gained
new insights. We’ve encouraged one another. We’ve grown in our welcome and
hospitality. We have a renewed sense of purpose: We are for the people in our
neighborhoods. We are hidden “in Christ,” and he is hidden in us, as Saint Paul likes to
say. The Holy Spirit is working in us to bring about our renewal in Christ, bearing fruit to the
glory of the Father (John 15:8).
This January we’re introducing a new theme for 2020, to help bring into focus how God is at
work in us, his masterpieces (Ephesians 2:10). We want these three words to shape us as
followers and disciples of Jesus, in a purposeful way. God hasn’t made us to be bumps on
a log... but his masterpieces, artfully fashioned by the master artist’s imagination, words,
and hands.
Gather : : Discover : : Grow
Gather :: Disciples of Jesus aren’t fashioned in isolation, but in community with God and
with each other. That’s risky, of course, because too often we behave badly as we brush
up against others. But that’s where the rough edges are smoothed, the anxious are assured, and the shamed are returned. Let’s not fool ourselves. Disciples of Jesus routinely
gather for a variety of tasks and purposes.
Discover : : When we gather, we discover new things... about ourselves, about others,
and about God. Sometimes that’s scary, so we must create safe places and situations,
learn and keep confidences, figure out how to forgive and restore when boundaries are
crossed, and delight again in God’s amazing grace. Especially in the grey months of the
year, we need to discover again the joy God takes in his people (Zephaniah 3:17).
Grow : : When we gather routinely and become ourselves a corps of discovery, then we
will grow. We will grow in faith, devotion, sacrifice, prayer, love, patience... all the fruits of
the spirit and the mainstays of following Jesus. The Holy Spirit will work in us to connect us
more completely, more intimately, with our Lord Jesus. We only really live and grow when
we’re yoked closely to him (Matthew 11:29).
Continued on page 2

I hope you’ll be convinced how important it is for you to gather with others if you’re to
discover and grow as a follower of Jesus. Yes, of course, come when you’re tired and
need to be filled up, when you’re grieving your sins and need forgiveness, when you’re
angry and need a place of peace.
But also remember the greater joy of giving. Gather to be the one to bring long-listening ears
to hear your neighbor’s pain. Gather to be the one to a speak loving-invitational and
truthful-clarifying word to your friend. Gather to encourage and build up everyone you
meet, by your presence, your smile, your warm embrace, and your thoughtful
conversation.
We’re not the same church/ congregation/ people as we once were. So we must... Gather,
Discover, and Grow.
– John Eric Karle
Exploring. Equipping. Encouraging.
Ephesians 4:11-16

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.
Elders Team Helps the Body of Christ Care for One Another
– Saint John Hattiesburg –
From the beginning the Church has organized itself in circles of care and concern for one
another. The scriptures are replete with metaphors for this good work, perhaps pictured
most clearly in the image of shepherds and flocks. God promises that he himself will
shepherd his people, the epitome of which is Jesus, the Good Shepherd.
So that we might better express this divine care, deep compassion, welcoming
community, and profound purpose, Saint John Hattiesburg organizes itself into midsized elder groups of shepherds and flocks. They are like extended families. In this way
we hope to express authentic faith and begin to Love. Like. Jesus.
Working alongside the pastor, men and women of spiritual maturity and appropriate gifts
serve as elders of the congregation. The lead pastor is also in this sense an elder of
the congregation. All of these are under-shepherd roles of leadership and service,
taking their cue from the Good Shepherd, who sacrifices himself for the healing of his
people.
Currently serving as elders are Donna Blair, Bob Cubley, Nancy Kaul, John Ruppel,
Dennis Smith, Ron Johnson, and John Karle.
Each month on a rotating basis, an elder serves in a coordinating role for worship and
care responsibilities. It is good that when a person is in need of spiritual care or
visitation, a call to their assigned elder is made a first priority, with the monthly elder as
a substitute, and the lead pastor as needed. The Visitation Ministry Team and Elders
Ministry Team complement each other in their service on behalf of the congregation
and God’s kingdom mission.
We pray that God the Father would grant blessing in this arrangement, that the Spirit
might kindle within us the fire of his love, and that we might be a beautiful introduction
to our Savior Jesus!
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Serving in January

Date

Ushers

Jan. 5

Warner Boortz & Jerry Frederick

Jan. 12

Wayland Johnson & Terry Lovdahl

Elder
Donna Blair

Jan. 19

Willy Noffke & Jon Stringer

Altar Care Team
Debbie Frederick and Chris Keiper

Jan. 26

Mark Keyl & Jerry Herrington

Pastor
John Karle
Music Director
Jason Sims

Online Giving — Online giving is available to members and friends of Saint John via the
'Give' tab on our webpage. Thank you for supporting our work together in Jesus' name.

LUTHERAN
CAMPUS MISSION

Campus Mission — Welcome all college students! We're glad you're
here. Please check in with Pastor John (or text/call at 318.332.3352).

Men’s Breakfast — First Saturday, January 4th, 8:07am at Chesterfields located at 4646
Hardy Street. No matter where, the food's always better with friends! Join us!
Office Hours — 10am – 1pm, Wednesday and Thursday.

LWML Mites will be collected January 5 th. Thank you for your continued support for the
Gulf States and National LMWL. There will be no business meeting in January.
Breadbasket Ingathering — January 5th we will be collecting items to help stock the
Breadbasket Pantry. Items needed include Jiffy Mix, Peanut Butter, Canned Goods, Mac and
Cheese Dinners, and Cereal. Thank you for helping others and Loving Like Jesus.
2020 Altar Flower Chart is available for sign-ups today on the wall in the office. Please sign
the chart with your name and reason for sponsorship. Sponsorship for altar flowers is $40;
sponsorship for eternal candle is $15.
Small Brown Envelopes for both Immediate and Pledged Gifts for the ‘Accelerated
Funding Plan’ are available on the Red Table. They go in the offering plate during worship,
and with accurate record keeping. Please complete the card inside the envelope to help us
know whom to thank and how to track your donation. Thank you very much!
Couple's Devotional Book — We're encouraging all those who are married (or engaged) to
purchase the year of daily devotions by Timothy and Kathy Keller. The devotional is titled
The Meaning of Marriage: A Couple's Devotional and is based on their earlier book with a
similar title. These make great gifts. We received a quantity discount and the church has
picked up shipping costs. Available today for $15 payable with cash or check to the
church.

Reading Romans with Luther
Sunday Morning Study Group
Starts Sunday, January 26th, 9:15am
Author RJ Grunewald describes his book this way:
“It’s Luther, but for everyday life. It takes a work that was written
hundreds of years ago and puts it in a package that is accessible for
the average person, showing that it remains relevant in our day.”
The book contains passages from Luther and Saint Paul, with helpful commentary
from Grunewald for better comprehension and personal application of Romans.
We will conclude our study and discussion of “What’s So
Amazing about Grace?” on January 12th and 19th. On
January 26th, we will begin reading and discussing
R. J. Grunewald’s “Reading Romans with Luther.”
Nancy Kaul is convening the group.
View the book trailer here: https://vimeo.com/188881804
Please pre-register for the class on the blue list at the
lobby mailboxes so that we can order the proper
number of books. The cost of the books is $15 each
payable to SJH on delivery.
Taking Down the Greens — Many hands make light work on Saturday, January 11th. We're
gathering at 10am to take down the Christmas tree and decorations around the
building, repack them for next year, and lift them into the FH attic for storage. We'd love
to have your help. Questions? Please talk with Chris Keiper after worship or contact her
during the week at ckeiper511@gmail.com and 601.550.1050.
Annual Chili Cookoff — Saturday, January 11th at 6pm — We're
pleased as Chili to come together again this Saturday for our
annual cookoff. This is our January fellowship activity and we
want you to join in. Jesse Cubley-Jordan is the team leader to
contact for details at 601.818.7172. We'd like to make the
judging difficult for the Hattiesburg fire-fighters, having at least
20 different entries of all kinds. We'll provide lots of cool water
to drink. Side items and desserts are also welcome. Everyone can
help in some way! Friends and family are very welcome here!
First Quarter Portals of Prayer — Three sizes available to you (pocket, digest, large) at the
lobby mailboxes. Please take with you today. In addition to your own spiritual nurture,
these devotions are a fine way to reach out to others gently and start a conversation
about important things.

Weekday Bible and Spiritual Study Groups
West Hattiesburg Study Group meets the 1 st & 3rd Wednesday of the month at
10am at the home of Shirley Thone, 2 Bluebeard Point. (Phone: 228.324.6697)
Bring your Bible as we work our way through the book of 1 Timothy as facilitated
by Debbie Frederick. Friends—men and women—are very welcome here!
Next meeting is Wednesday, January 15th.
The Avenues Study Group meets the 2 nd & 4th Thursday of the month at 10:30am.
Our Advent-Christmas season study starting in November is "The Case for
Christmas: A Journalist Explores the Identity of the Child in the Manger" by Lee
Strobel.
Who was in the manger that first Christmas morning? Some say he would become a
great moral leader. Others, a social critic. Still others view Jesus as a profound
philosopher, a rabbi, a feminist, a prophet, and more. Many are convinced he
was the divine Son of God. Who was he really? And how can you know for sure?
Consulting experts on the Bible, archaeology, and messianic prophecy, awardwinning legal journalist Lee Strobel searches out the true identity of the child in
the manger. If Jesus really was God in the flesh, then there ought to be credible
evidence, including:
Eyewitness Evidence—Can the biographies of Jesus be trusted?
Scientific Evidence—What does archaeology reveal?
Profile Evidence—Did Jesus fulfill the attributes of God?
Fingerprint Evidence—Did Jesus uniquely match the identity of Messiah?
“The Case for Christmas” invites readers to consider why Christmas matters in the
first place. Somewhere beyond the traditions of the holiday lies the truth.
For more information please contact the study facilitator, Pat Davenport at
769-223-2889.
Next meeting is Thursday, January 9th.

Sunday Morning Bible and Spiritual Study Groups
Study Group #1 — We will conclude our study and discussion of “What’s So Amazing
about Grace?” on January 12th and 19th. On January 26th, we will begin reading and
discussing R. J. Grunewald’s “Reading Romans with Luther.”
The author describes his book in this way: It’s Luther, but for everyday life. It takes a work
that was written hundreds of years ago and puts it in a package that is accessible for the
average person, showing that it remains relevant in our day.”
The book contains passages from Luther and St. Paul, with helpful commentary from
Grunewald for better comprehension and personal application of Romans. We hope you
will join in the meetings at 9:15 in the Community Room. For more information contact
Nancy Kaul at 601-307-5127.
Study Group #2 — Following God’s Lead: Spiritual Converstaions Today meets in the
Fellowship Hall at 9:15am. For more information contact John Karle at 318.332.3352.

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
LWML Mites collected on Sunday, December 1, 2019, totaled $64.96. Thank you for
supporting the Mission Grants selected in convention at the National and Gulf States
District. LWML Mites collected in year 2019 total $1,018.10. Praise God!!! Mites will
be collected next on Sunday, January 5, 2020. There will be no LWML Business
meeting in January.
On Sunday, December 1, 2019, the Saint John LWML elected 2020 officers by
acclamation: Shirley Thone, president; Brenda Hesselgrave, vice-president;
Elaine Kersh, secretary, and Christine Noffke, treasurer. I wish to express my heartfelt
thanks to my fellow officers and all the women of this Christ-centered organization by
sharing the love of Jesus by using their gifts to serve him in this place. God has truly
blessed the LWML with the mighty Mites to tell the story of His love to the world! What
a joy we share in this mission!
On Sunday, December 8, 2019, the annual LWML Christmas Party was held in our newly
expanded lobby. What a wonderful time of celebrating another year of serving the Lord
with members, family and friends. The ladies enjoyed sharing stories of Christmas
memories, wonderful food, and especially, the dirty santa game.
Looking back over year 2019, there are several highlights to my fifty some years as an
LWML member. During the fall of 2018, and early this year, members were involved in
preparing for the national convention in Mobile, Alabama. Our congregation collected
over 200 towels for Lutheran World Relief to be sent worldwide. The national
convention itself was awe-inspiring for the four ladies from Saint John Hattiesburg who
were in attendance of over 3,500 people during the opening worship service. These
women joyfully sang their praises to the Lord, participated in servant events, studied
the Word, heard the Missionaries sharing their experiences, and selected the mission
grants (MITES).
Other events in 2019: the annual summer luncheon held at Cotton Blues restaurant was
attended by twenty-nine ladies. This was a great time of good food and fellowship –
with members and friends. In August, members started preparations for serving meals
and snacks for Oktoberfest workers and baking for the event. In late October, Saint
Matthew Gulfport hosted the Fall Rally and members began planning the next LWML
District Convention to be held in Navarre, Florida, on April 17-20, 2020. Watch for more
details in February for this event.
There are many other shared events during this past year and I am sincerely grateful - all
the love, support, and fellowship of the women who have shared their gifts of talent by
serving the Lord in this place!
There will be no LWML meeting in January. Mites will be collected next on Sunday,
January 5, 2020.
UNTIL NEXT TIME. . . . . “Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!”

-Shirley Thone
President LWML

From the Altar Guild
Time to Un-Decorate the Church, Lobby, and Sanctuary: January 11 at 10:00 a.m.
What goes up must come down! It’s time to take down, pack up, and put up the Chrismons,
trees, wreaths and Nativity sets. Some items will go to the outdoor storage building, while others will be returned to the attic. Your help will be most appreciated!
**Remember: the ornaments you shared on the Family Christmas Tree wish to be taken back
home**
Thank you for making the Family Christmas Tree so lovely!
Flower Calendar
Check out the 2020 flower calendar! You’ll want to reserve your times for the purchase of altar
flowers and/or Eternal candle. Your continued support is truly appreciated. We all have special events (anniversaries, birthdays, remembering or honoring someone) that touch our
hearts. As this information is added to each Sunday bulletin, it is also a way of communication
within the congregation.
Worship: Each month of 2020, the Altar Guild will present a series with information,
thoughts, and reflections on how, why, and where we worship.
For nearly two thousand years, God’s baptized people have gathered each Sunday morning to
worship—to acknowledge that God is the Holy One, and to praise and acclaim him: “You are
God; we praise you.” We gather to worship in order to adore our Creator and Redeemer. We
worship God simply because he is God, because he is worthy of being praised.
Worship is our adoring response to the Holy One whom we call God. Worship is our encounter
with this God—and with each other in God’s presence. Worship is the central and unique
function of the Church; without worship, there would be no Church. Worship identifies the
Church as the Church.
To worship, the baptized community assembles with awe in the presence of the Almighty. To
worship is to remember the incarnation of our Lord and to sing with the angels, “Glory to God
in the highest!” It is to recall the crucifixion and resurrection and to sing, “Worthy is Christ, the
Lamb who was slain.” It is to stand in the awesome presence of God and to sing, “Holy, holy,
holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven and earth are full of your glory.” It is to be renewed and nourished with Christ’s body and blood and to sing with thanksgiving, “Lord, now
you let your servant go in peace; your word has been fulfilled.”
You are God; we praise you.
You are the Lord; we acclaim you.
You are the eternal Father; all creation worships you.
---Te Deum, Lutheran Book of Worship

Chris Keiper
Altar Guild Chair

Birthdays in January
Brenda Hesselgrave

Jan. 1

John Blair

Jan. 4

Skylar Chaney

Jan. 11

Jerry Frederick

Jan. 11

Don Shields

Jan. 11

David Grunig

Jan. 16

Jan. 17

Sawyer Chaney

Jan. 20

Mark Cubley

Jan. 21

Virginia
Jan. 24
MaryRosenberger
Cubley

Ann Gault

Jan. 24

Regina Johnson

Jan. 27

Susan Perkins

Karla Weiss

Jan. 30

Trenia Thiel

Jan. 31

Ellen Heck

Jayce Wastvedt

Brenda Ogle

Jan. 30

Anniversaries January
Thomas & Brenda Hesselgrave

30 years

Jan. 6

Bob & Mary Cubley

41 years

Jan. 27
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Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association

