
 

 
 

Easter Plants 
 

Easter Lilies are the plants we have traditionally used to adorn the 
Altar each year. Last year, Easter Lilies were in very, short supply, and our 
Altar was dressed in a variety of flowering plants in a variety of colors. A 
few Easter Lilies were arranged among the colorful selections. The collection 
of plants and blossoms were quite beautiful. Chances are we will do the 
same thing this year. It simply depends on what is available. 

 
Easter plants will be $10 per plant. The forms are now available. We 

ask that you have your forms and payment submitted by April 10th. Please 
designate the number of plants you wish to purchase/support, note the 
special “In Memory of” or “In Honor of,” make your checks payable to “St. 
John Lutheran Church,” and place in Secretary’s mailbox. 
Plants may be taken home after the 10:30 Easter service.   

 
Please leave the plastic trays, as they are cleaned and reused.  This 

will reduce the need for us to replace the trays each Christmas and Easter 
season.  The Altar Guild appreciates your consideration and support. 
 

Holy Week 
 
April 10: Palm Sunday 
 

The triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem five days before his 
crucifixion is told in all four gospels (Matthew 21, Mark 11, Luke 19, and 
John 12).  Jesus rode into town on a donkey as exuberant crowds hailed 
him as the Messiah and spread-out palm branches and cloaks in his 
path.  We, too, hail our Messiah with palm branches.  Palm Sunday marks 

the beginning of Holy Week, an especially solemn and important week in 
our Christian calendar that focuses on the last days of Jesus' life and 
anticipates Easter, the most important holyday in Christianity.  Remember, 
Jesus, the innocent one, died for the guilty. 
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April 14: Maundy Thursday -- 6:00pm Service 

The Thursday of Holy Week is known as “Maundy Thursday,” referring 
to the Latin word for commandment, man datum. In these last days of his 
life, Jesus both states and enacts his new commandment, that we love one 
another as he has loved us. To show the disciples what he means, he 
washes their feet, which would have been dusty. Normally, a servant would 
have taken a basin and washed the feet of guests arriving for a 
meal.  Jesus, whom the disciples know as teacher and friend, healer and 
leader, abandons all of those roles and kneels before each disciple, washing 
feet.  Jesus leads them to see that this washing of one another is a way of 
revealing divine tenderness in common, human need.  All of us need to 
have our feet washed.  All of us need to wash another. 

On this night in which Judas betrays him, Jesus also has a last meal 
with his disciples. He shares bread and wine with them, saying “Do this in 
remembrance of me.” A washing and a meal—both shared in common, both 
offered by Jesus as signs of the love that will not let us go, of the divine life 
embodied in him. 

April 15: Good Friday -- 6:00pm Service 

On this day we commemorate the passion, or suffering on the cross of 
our Lord, Jesus.  Good Friday is a day to fast, repent, and reflect.  We can 
also celebrate this day because in the tragedy of Christ’s death is a victory, 
the ultimate victory of good over evil, light over darkness, and hope against 
hopelessness. 

April 17: Easter -- 10:30am Service 
 

The Resurrection and why it is important:  I invite you to read the 
Apostle Paul’s letter to the Corinthians:  1 Corinthians 15:12-20, 54-55. 
 
Spiritual Tools: Wherever I am, God is. 
 

This simple, yet powerful, truth filled phrase bears repeating in times 
of worry, sorrow, joy, and celebration. It’s more than a phrase; it’s a prayer 
of knowing and gratitude. 
 
Alleluia! Christ has risen! He has risen indeed! 

Christina Keiper 
Altar Guild Chair                                      
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From the Chair — Board of Director’s Report 

March 2022 
 

The BOD met on 3/24/22, for their regularly scheduled Board meeting.  We are still meeting virtually on 

Zoom. 

Our financial situation continues to be sound.  As we were last month, we remain in the black.  The 

Board thanks everyone for your continued giving during this challenging time as we search for a new pastor.  

The Roofing project is just about finished as of the writing of this 

article. The shingling is complete and the flat roof coating should be 

complete this week.  Word from the roofing company is that the existing 

roof was in good shape and had minimal leakage. The resurfacing of the 

flat roof has a fifteen-year warranty, so we should be in good shape for a 

long time.  Our next building project is repair of the damage caused by the 

termites and weather-related water damage. We are soliciting bids for this 

work and are hopeful to get this task accomplished while the weather is 

still cool. Part of the work will be replacing the electrical panel by the air 

conditioners at the back entrance. This will require us to cut off the 

electricity for up to five days. The work will be scheduled during the 

week. After that is complete, we will have a remediation company survey for any environmental issues resulting 

from the various leaks and water damage over the years to ensure acceptable air quality within the building. We 

thank everyone for their patience as we complete this major improvement project.     

Other issues discussed at the Board meeting: 

 

• Chuck Westfall, Trustee announced that we will have a work day on 4/2/22 at the church starting at 8 

a.m. to do yard work and basic grounds clean-up in preparation for Easter Sunday. Should it be raining 

on the 2nd, our back up will be the next Saturday 4/9/22. We encourage your participation.  We also 

suggest if you are just chilling during the week and have nothing to do, feel free to visit the church and 

clean some enjoying the fresh air and exercising for the glory of God.      
• The Oktoberfest committee met and have decided to plan Oktoberfest for this year.  Currently, Jane 

Kersh and Mark Keyl will serve as co-facilitators this year. We do invite one or two individuals to work 

with us so we can continue this event into the future. Please see Jane or Mark if you are interested in this 

opportunity to serve.  

The Southern District Convention was held in Slidell, LA on March 21-22, 2022.  Mark Keyl 

represented St. John as a lay delegate.  Synod President Matthew Harrison was in attendance and gave the 

Synod report. This year is the 175th Anniversary of the LCMS.  The Synod has developed various items in 

celebration of this event. He encouraged congregations to participate in learning the Synods history and using 

the resources available.  He also announced a life grant through the office of life ministry that will match local 

dollars in supporting local life ministries, such as Lifeline that St John supports with Oktoberfest mission 

dollars. He spoke of other resources and opportunities to become involved.  The Synod can be contacted at 

LCMS.org.  Southern District President Eric Johnson was re-elected.  

That is it for now. Please contact any BOD member if you have any questions.  We all are the church 

and it is your congregation.     

         

Yours in Christ,  

The Board   
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COME, HOLY SPIRIT 

 

“Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your faithful and kindle in them the fire of 

Your love. Send forth Your Spirit, and they shall be created. And you shall renew the 

face of the earth. Let us pray. O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit instructs the 

hearts of the faithful, grant, that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever 

rejoice in His consolations. Through Christ our Lord. Amen” 

Do you remember back when you were in school? Sometimes you received a 

grade on a test or a research paper, you had written and turned in, that was lower than 

you thought it should have been. Maybe you just accepted the grade and moved on, 

hoping to do better the next time. Or maybe you, like me, found time to personally 

approach the instructor with righteous indignation, and ask something like this, “Why 

did you give me that grade? Only to hear, at least in my case, “I didn’t give it to you, 

you earned it.” 

When I look at the above prayer, and think about heavenly Grace, the same thing 

comes to mind but in reverse. I didn’t and can’t earn it, it is given to us. Because we are 

faithful, Christ will kindle in us the fire of His love. He will also renew the face of the 

earth. You and I can’t do a thing about this, but be full of praise and thankfulness. 

Especially during this season of Lent followed by Easter, I would spend some of our 

reflective time, developing a fiery love that truly recognizes that I am given and not 

able to earn His Love. 

 

More in May! 

Dennis Smith 
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Oktoberfest Matters 
 
Many positives take place during this community-valued event. Our church members 

and friends dedicate their time, energy, and money to making this event happen. It’s a 

camaraderie beyond description. Our church engages with the community—folks drive 

from near and far to get some very good food, hear fun, unique music, hope for a 

chance to win a fabulous quilt, and just to be part of this annual scene.  

 

Each year our church designates the money earned during Oktoberfest to select 

recipients locally, regionally, nationally, and globally. This mission money matters and 

makes a difference in the lives of many people—people we will never meet, but who 

are grateful that we would extend love in the manner that we do. 

 

We receive Thank-You letters from many of these recipients and post them on the 

lobby bulletin board. For the next several months, we are providing excerpts from a few 

of these Thank-You letters to share how the Oktoberfest mission money is used—how 

it matters. 
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April 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  1 2 

8am Church 
Work Day 

9am Men’s 
Breakfast 

10am AA 

 

3 

10:30am 
Worship 

MITES 
Collected 

4 

 

12pm AA 

 

5 

 

12pm AA 

6 

10am 
Avenue’s 

Bible Study 

 

12pm AA 

 

7 

 

12pm AA 

 

8 

 

12pm AA 

9 

10am AA 

 

10 

10:30am 
Worship 

 

Palm 
Sunday 

11 

 

12pm AA 

12 

 

12pm AA 

13 

 

12pm AA 

 

14 

 

12pm AA 

 

6pm Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 

15 

 

12pm AA 

 

6pm Good 
Friday 
Service 

16 

10am AA 

 

17 

10:30am 
Worship 

 

Easter 

18 

 

12pm AA 

19 

 

12pm AA 

 

20 

10am 
Avenue’s 

Bible Study 

 

12pm AA 

 

21 

 

12pm AA 

 

22 

 

12pm AA 

 

23 

10am AA 

 

 

24 

10:30am 
Worship 

 

25 

 

12pm AA 

26 

 

12pm AA 

27 

 

12pm AA 

28 

 

12pm AA 

29 

 

12pm AA 

 

30 

10am AA 
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
 

  LWML MITES collected on Sunday, March 6, 2022, totaled $100.11.  Thank you for your 

continued prayers and support of the Gulf States District and National LWML Mission Grants 

selected in convention. It never ceases to amaze me - your generous gifts of love extend 

JESUS AMAZING GRACE all over the world!  MITES will be collected next on Sunday, April 3, 

2022. 

 

          The LWML is planning an Easter Sunday Coffee Fellowship from 9 – 10 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Tables and chairs will be set up to enable members and friends to enjoy the 

fellowship.  If you would like to contribute by baking your favorite sweet breads, coffee cake, 

muffins, apple strudel, cupcakes, etc., please contact any L.W.M.L. member by Sunday, April 3, 

2022.  Also, the LWML is planning to make a "To Go Gift Box" of home-baked items for 

members and friends to pick-up as they leave worship service on Easter Sunday.  These boxes 

are meant to be shared with family or someone who is unable to attend worship.  LWML 

members will be preparing and packing these boxes on Saturday, April 16, 2022, from 9- 10 

a.m.  If you can contribute baked items or want to help in any way, please contact me prior to 

April 3, 2022.   

           

          Coming. . . April 22-23, 2022, the 39th Gulf States District Convention will be held at the 

Holiday Inn-Research Park, in Huntsville, Alabama.  The Theme verse is Zechariah 9:16, "The 

Lord their God will save them on that day as the flock of his people.  They will sparkle in his 

land like jewels in a crown."   On January 9, 2022, LWML meeting, I was elected as the 

Delegate, and Elaine Kersh the Alternate for Saint John Lutheran Church LWML.  The voting 

for the Gulf States District MITES for the next two years will be conducted before the 

convention by the delegates.  This convention will be for two days.  Registration of $120.00 

will cover two lunches and Banquet on Saturday evening.  More information is available in the 

Glad Tidings.  By the way, the last Gulf States District Convention (2020) was postponed 

because of the Covid-19 Pandemic.  All the Mission Grants Proposals (delegates voted by 

computer) have been completed for years 2020-2022.  Praise God! 

 

          On Sunday, April 3, 2022, the LWML will collect MITES.  If you are unable to attend 

worship and would like to contribute, you may make your check out to Saint John Lutheran 

Church LWML and mail them directly to Christina Noffke at 108 Ramblewood Drive, 

Hattiesburg, MS  39402.  There will be no Business meeting in April. 
                               

LWML MISSION STATEMENT: 
           As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions 
                                and equip women to honor God by serving others. 
                     

UNTIL NEXT TIME. . . . . “Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!” 

   -Shirley Thone 

President LWML 
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Live Streaming of Worship Services — www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com. 

Portals of Prayer for April-June are available at the lobby mailboxes. 

May Newsletter Deadline — Monday, April 18th at 10am. 

Kaffee Klatsch — Meetings have been postponed until further notice. 

About Tithes and Offerings — As followers of Jesus, we are convinced that the continuation 

of Christ's work — both in this place and to the ends of the earth — depends on each of 

our generosity of our life's passions, priorities, and provisions. As partners in Jesus' Gospel 

mission, we thankfully dedicate a part of our income to the Church's larger work. Financial 

tithes and offerings may be given Sunday mornings during worship in the offering plate, 

via the regular mail, or online at the congregation's website by clicking on the 'Give' 

button. Thanks! 

Men’s Breakfast —The next meeting is on Saturday, April 2nd at 9AM. We will meet for 

breakfast and fellowship at Chesterfields located at 4646 Hardy Street. Bring a friend, your 

appetite, and a smile. See you there! 

Church Work Day! 

 Come one, come all! Spring cleaning (and other stuff) will be underway. Bring gloves, 

outdoor tools, and a Can-Do/Will-Do Attitude! Date: April 2nd; Time: 8am 

        *IF, it rains, work day will be rescheduled to April 9th. 

 

Serving in March 

Interim Pastor 

 Gary Weier 

Music Director 

Jason Sims 

Altar Care Team  

Patricia Davenport and Christina Keiper 
 

Easter Plant Forms are Now Available — Place order form in the church secretary’s foyer 

mailbox with your payment by Sunday, April 10th to be in the bulletin. 

 

http://www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com/
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Surprise the World! 

Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.  
Saint John Lutheran Church 

2001 Hardy Street 
Hattiesburg MS 39401 

Telephone:  601.583.4898 
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com 

 Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com 
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission 

Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg                                                                        
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg 

Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association 

Birthdays in April 

Fred Songy     4/6     Donna Blair     4/7     Jaiden Morales    4/15      Nancy Grunig     4/17          

Anna Elledge     4/18     Jean Martin    4/20      Art Kersh    4/23      Eric Martin     4/25              

Ronald Johnson 4/30 

 Baptisms in April 

Wayland Johnson    4/1      Pat Potesta     4/2     Joyce Coll     4/7     Ethan Reid     4/15                

Scott Chaney     4/21     Skylar Chaney     4/21     Kyra Johnson     4/29 

Weddings in April 

             Jerry & Julia Hagen, 63yrs   4/18      Pat & Damian Potesta, 10yrs     4/21 

Pastoral Call Process 
Progress Report — The Call Committee is currently waiting on a new list from the District 

President. We continue to pray for guidance and discernment as we seek our next 

Shepherd for St John.  Please keep the Call Process in your prayers and rest assured 

that the Lord will provide us guidance through the Holy Spirit in identifying the 

right person.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact myself or any 

member of the Call Committee.  

Duty Roster — Those serving on the Call Committee are: Mark Keyl (chair), 

Christina Jimenez, Wayland Johnson, Nancy Kaul, Jane Kersh, Steve Lawrence, 

Christopher Longman, Shawn O'Connor, Ethan Potesta, Pat Potesta, and Dennis 

Smith. 

Scheduled Meetings —TBA. 

 

http://www.saintjohnlutheran.com/
mailto:stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com

