August 2021
Saint John Lutheran Church — Hattiesburg, Mississippi

Good News

From the Chair — We Are All Called!
“It bounces off of me, and sticks to you”! Some of us may remember this
taunt from our days of playing with friends when we were kids. Sometimes this
was especially true when we were at a loss as to how to respond to an insult, or
a claim that we were less than thrilled about or when we had been called a
derogatory name.
I bring this up because I have been thinking a lot
about my favorite Bible verse recently. The verse is
Isaiah 43: 1 “I have called you by name and you are
mine.” That verse has been my favorite for more years
than I can remember. Then about two years ago my
youngest grandchild was given the name Isaiah. That
just cemented the deal, and I think of him, and my
favorite verse regularly.
When I achieve judgement day, I plan on reminding God of what he
promised. I am his, his claim is complete, and I am assured of eternal life with the
Father. That promise is huge, it is so very important, and I know I am not worthy
on my own, but definitely worthy because of His promise.
I know we both share our faith together. I also know that I want to be an
effective disciple. I want to live a God filled and pleasing life in His name.
St John is immersed in the process of calling a Pastor. The committee as
well as our membership and friends of the church have been praying for weeks,
and working towards the goal of finding a match for us as a church, a match for
the Pastor who comes to St John, and that allows us to move forward with our
mission of finding the lost, and with the help of God, bringing them to a personal
relationship with the Father. It strengthens you and I to remember Isaiah 43: 1,
especially with the call process.

Dennis Smith

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
LWML NEWSLETTER – August
LWML MITES collected on Sunday, July 4, 2021, totaled $116.50. Praise God!!! Thank
you again for your prayers and support of the Mission Grants selected in Convention by the Gulf
States District and National LWML MITES will be collected next on Sunday, August 1, 2021.
The 39th Biennial National Convention in Lexington, Kentucky, June 24-27, 2021, was a
wonderful celebration of sharing the Word with over three thousand in attendance at the Opening
Communion Service. Another highlight of the convention was hearing the Mites in Action
speakers sharing their experiences received from the "Mite" Grants selected from 2019-2020,
studying the Gospel, and just sharing experiences with our "sisters" in Christ from all over the
nation. I wish that everyone could spend time like this - you cannot explain the JOY and
LOVE! The Theme: Running the Race ...Looking to Jesus, certainly proved to be an inspiration
to all in attendance.
* * * A few highlights from the National Convention * * *
MISSION GRANT GOAL for the 2021-2023 Biennium is set at $2,150,000. The Mission
Grant Goal for the 2019-2020 Biennium exceeded its Goal by $71,176.15 which enabled over
ninety percent of the Mission Grants applied for the 2021-2023 to be selected (28 Grants). It is
amazing to me that even with COVID-19, so many gave such a generous offering during these
trying times! Also, the Opening Communion Service Offering of $41,789.97 will be going to the
2021-2023 Mite Goal.
MITES In ACTION speaker, Rev. Jeffrey Mueller, spoke on his Mission work in
Guatemala. He established the Child Beyond International Mission to provide educational and
spiritual support to children who live in poverty. Currently the Mission houses 20 children. During
the 2019-2020 Biennium, LWML funded the purchase of a school bus (from North Mississippi) to
be repurposed into a medical and dental facility on wheels to travel to remote
villages. Unfortunately, this mission was delayed due to an outbreak of COVID, and now the bus
renovation is back in process and getting ready for the medical staff to begin serving this mission
effort.
MISSION PLEDGE WALK - over one thousand women, men, and children participated in
the 1.5-mile walk down Main Street, around Thoroughbred Park, and back to the start
point, singing and praising God. At the park they were treated to bluegrass music by the Lueker
family children. The Mission Walk total was $88,417.43.
Coming in September . . . The LWML will hold the first Business Meeting of the year on
Sunday, September 5, 2021 (Labor Day weekend) in the Community Room immediately following
the worship service. Please plan to attend, if possible, we need seven members present. Agenda
items: Plans for Oktoberfest as well as Hostess for the Magnolia Fall Zone Rally (November 6,
2021).
MITES will be collected next on Sunday, August 1, 2021. If you are unable to attend
worship, you may make your check out to Saint John Lutheran LWML, and mail directly to
Christina Noffke at 108 Ramblewood Drive, Hattiesburg, MS 39402.

UNTIL NEXT TIME. . . . . “Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!”

-Shirley Thone
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Serving in January
Pastors
John Karle, Gary Weier
Music Director
Jason Sims
Altar Care Team
Debbie Frederick and Christina Keiper

Live Streaming of Worship Services — www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.
Portals of Prayer for July-August-September are available at the lobby mailboxes. Copies
will be gladly mailed to homebound or distant members by request to the church office.
September Newsletter Deadline — Monday, August 23rd at 10am.
Kaffee Klatsch — Meets Wednesday, August 11th at 1:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.
About Tithes and Offerings — As followers of Jesus, we are convinced that the continuation
of Christ's work — both in this place and to the ends of the earth — depends on each of
our generosity of our life's passions, priorities, and provisions. As partners in Jesus' Gospel
mission, we thankfully dedicate a part of our income to the Church's larger work. Financial
tithes and offerings may be given Sunday mornings during worship in the offering plate,
via the regular mail, or online at the congregation's website by clicking on the 'Give'
button. Thanks!
BOD Announcement — The Board of Directors reviewed our current practices when in the
building, regarding Covid protocols. Since a majority of our folks are seniors with
compromised immunity systems, and some of us may not yet be vaccinated, we felt the
best course of action is no action for the time being. We will strongly suggest all folks
entering the building wash/sanitize their hands, wear a mask, and practice social
distancing when choosing where to sit. We will continue to monitor the situation as things
may change. Thank you for your understanding and adherence to these practices.
Men’s Breakfast — After many months of not meeting, the men’s club has resumed
breakfast on the first Saturday of the month. The next meeting is on August 7th at 9AM.
We will meet for breakfast and fellowship at Chesterfields located at 4646 Hardy Street.
Bring a friend, your appetite, and a smile. See you there!
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New Address for Lori Coleman:
2411 Greenhouse Rd. #5208
Houston, TX 77084
Weekday Growth Group for Adults
The Avenues Study Group — (Even Week Wednesdays) Meets the second and fourth
Wednesdays of the month at 10am at Saint John. They are studying Hope When Your
Heart Breaks: Navigating Grief and Loss, a book of Hope when your heart breaks. The
next meeting will be August 11th.

Pastoral Call Process
Progress Report — The Call Committee has received the Call List from the District
President, as was announced on Sunday, May 2, 2021. Since then, the Call
Committee has diligently and prayerfully studied the potential candidates and
have begun the process of selecting the candidates whom the committee will
contact and determine whether they are open for a call and would agree to an
initial interview. Once this step is completed, the committee will prayerfully
discuss and determine second interviews, potential site visits, and
recommendations to the congregation. Should you have any questions
concerning the process, please feel free to contact Mark Keyl. The committee
requests your continued prayers as they go about their deliberations.
Duty Roster — Those serving on the Call Committee are: Mark Keyl (chair),
Christina Jimenez, Wayland Johnson, Nancy Kaul, Jane Kersh, Steve Lawrence,
Christopher Longman, Shawn O'Connor, Ethan Potesta, Pat Potesta, and Dennis
Smith.
Scheduled Meetings —TBA.
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Pastoral Transition Information
(Revised: January 8, 2021)

Points of Contact for Saint John Hattiesburg during the Pastoral Transition:

Dennis Smith
601.329.6806

General administration of the congregation. Oversight of
property, programs, maintenance, supervision of paid and volunteer
staff not otherwise delegated.

Mark Keyl
601.466.0200

Oversight of the call process and chair of the Pastoral Call
Committee. Point of contact with Interim Pastor Gary Weier.

Nancy Kaul
601.307.5127

Coordination of worship schedules and services. Point of
contact for members in need of spiritual care, delegating to other
elders and spiritual care-givers.

Rev. Gary Weier

Interim Pastor serving onsite two or three Sundays per month. Other
worship services will be conducted by lay members of our fellowship
or other pastors as coordinated by Nancy Kaul under Pastor Weier’s
supervision. Pastor Weier will provide home and hospital visitation
as time allows in addition to other elders and members.

Church Office

The necessary functions of the church office will be coordinated for
the next several weeks by John Karle and Dennis Smith. Several
individuals will be helping locally and remotely so that the core
activities of the congregation continue as best possible. Email and
phones will be monitored on a daily basis. There are no set onsite
hours for office staff.

Continuing Business

Pastor Karle plans to make monthly visits for the next three months
to advance landscaping, building repair, and administrative projects
already underway and provide operational support as needed. The
visits will be in the middle of selected weeks. He will provide
background support for bulletin preparation on an as needed basis.
Most of the basic preparation work for the next three months has
already been completed and is in place.

All Other Roles

All other roles – such as Altar Guild, West Hattiesburg Bible Study,
LWML – will continue in an orderly way as they have been. Other
programs will be resumed post-Covid.
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From the Altar Guild — Live Fearlessly
It has been said that we are born with only two fears: the fear of loud noises and the fear of
falling. Do either of those two fears sound or feel familiar? Of course, we may have developed other
fears during our lifetime, such as fear of certain insects, storms, or heights. Certainly, there is a very
lengthy list of fears with which we wrestle and strive to overcome.
Eleanor Roosevelt famously said, “You gain strength, courage, and confidence by every
experience in which you really stop to look fear in the face.” Facing fear means moving through it,
not around it. There are fears such as being afraid to ask for a raise, or stating our opinion on a
topic, or even trying something new. Have you noticed that when you face your fear, it disappears?
In these moments, we learn and we grow. Choosing to Live fearlessly is a courageous decision.
There is a prayer, an acknowledgement in which to take comfort: Wherever I am, God is.
Fear is one of Satan's most popular weapons that he uses against us. The most common lie
that Satan uses to instill fear into us is that God is far away or absent from our presence. Have you
ever felt that way before? If you have, welcome to the club. Very likely at some point we have all felt
that God is distant, even if only briefly. But nothing could be farther from the truth. God promises in
His Word over and over again that He is always with us. Not only that, He has proven throughout all
time both in the Bible and even in our lives today that He is there.
The presence of bad times is usually the greatest influence of feeling that God is absent.
Remember those various stories in the Bible? God was there even in the midst of war, famine, flood,
and even storms. God is with us always and promises to never leave us nor forsake us. The best way
to remind ourselves and others of this is to read the promises of God. Here are seven scriptures that
assure us that God is with us always:
Joshua 1:9 "Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do
not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go."
Isaiah 41:10 "Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen
you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand."
Deuteronomy 31:6 "Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the
Lord your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you."
Zephaniah 3:17 "The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice
over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing."
Matthew 28:20 "Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with
you always, to the end of the age."
Hebrews 13:5 "Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he
has said, 'I will never leave you nor forsake you.'"
Romans 8:38-39 "For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Christina Keiper
Altar Guild Chair
601-550-1050
ckeiper511@gmail.com
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OKTOBERFEST PREPARATION UNDERWAY
It's that time of year when we start preparation for Saint John's 42nd
Oktoberfest, which will be held on October 2, 2021. It will look a little different this
year, due to the COVID-19 aftermath and the recurring Delta variant. However,
much will stay the same.
Like every year, we must have the entire congregation involved in the
effort. Everyone is welcome to pitch in and help, but if you are unable for any
reason, we certainly understand. Remembering that all of the money generated
goes to MISSION, then we would ask that you would support the event with your
prayers, as well as with any donations you wish to offer. We also have a
solicitation letter for donation for Oktoberfest that you can give to the businesses
and other community organizations for support of our MISSIONS. Please see
Mark Keyl.
Things will be a little different, keeping in mind the health and safety of
those working on Oktoberfest day and those visiting us. We will not have a quilt
this year, a silent auction, or St. John's closet. We will have the Deli. That will be
our main focus. It will be set up in the fellowship hall and all deli items will be sold
including bulk quantities of sauerkraut, German mustard, German potato salad,
bratwurst, and all sorts of baked goods including apple strudel, breads, cakes,
and other delicacies. That will be the only indoor venue this year.
We will have take-out service primarily, with a limited outdoor seating
capacity. Visitors may also eat on the church grounds at their leisure. We expect
to have the OOMPAH band for entertainment and will need many workers on
Oktoberfest day. Our hours will be reduced from 11:00 to 2:00 or till we run out of
food.
We are scheduled to make mustard on Sunday, August 1, 2021,
immediately following the church service. On August 20th at 2:00, we will begin
strudel preparation and it will extend into Saturday August 21. Please contact
Maggie McMichael or Mary Cubley for more details.
It is a great time to meet new people, enjoy good fellowship, and enjoy the
Lutheran tradition of eating when we come together in God's service.

Oktoberfest Committee
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Birthdays in August
Isaac Jimenez

8/2

Naomi Jimenez

Brandon Lee
8/8

Ted Meyer

8/4

Josephine Nwachuku

8/11

Evelyn Bentley

Helen Hollingsworth

8/4

8/12

8/14

Anniversaries in August
Terry & Patrice Lovdahl 42yrs

8/11

Richard & Julie Radavich 56yrs

8/21

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.

Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association
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