Good News

February 2018

Saint John Lutheran Church — Hattiesburg, Mississippi

To Cherish
What do you love?
With Saint Valentine’s Day on February 14th each year, this month is often associated
with special romance, relationships between lovers, and a certain twinkle in one’s
eye. As children we may have given away valentines to our classmates in school;
as we got older the number of valentines was more selective. Eventually, a lot of
times, that valentine becomes exclusive of all others and we give our hearts to one
person only.
It caught me a bit off guard last September to witness the marriage of a long-time
friend. The vows were traditional. The couple pledged both to love and to cherish.
I questioned what the difference is between loving and cherishing. Have you ever
wondered about that?
To love something and to cherish it seem like they’re such similar things that there’s
little distinction to be made, perhaps just a restating for emphasis. But I think
there’s more to it than that. To cherish something... someone... takes time, a lot of
time together in the same direction. To cherish someone you have to get dirty and
worn out together, fight together on the same team, take hits with them, and as
much as God is gracious, share some wins together, too.
It may well be that we have to pass some certain milestones before we learn to cherish
well. Sometimes we have to absent a good while from someone or something
before we realize how much we cherish them. We may even have to lose them for
a time. Cherish may cost us terribly.
This vow to love and to cherish is powerful thing. I’m convinced that the sooner we
figure out what the small number of things... people... is that we can and do really
cherish, and determine to actively cherish them now, the better our lives will be, the
more content, and perhaps even the more brave, purposeful, fulfilled, and maybe
even happy. To do that we’ll have to be honest about the clutter, distractions,
fashionable, and fluffy things that ultimately matter little. We’ll have to return to our
first (primary) and true loves.
God is not distracted, disoriented, or distant in cherishing his people. Amazingly, you
are his first and true love, because he created you from the beginning, and
because he redeemed you through his one and only Son. He’s on a deeply
personal mission to win your solitary affection back to himself, using only the
power of the Holy Spirit. This is his ancient vow, to love and to cherish you.
Love and cherish him, too.
– John Eric Karle
Exploring. Equipping. Encouraging.
Ephesians 4:11-16

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.

Visitation Ministry Team
We are thankful that Saint John Hattiesburg is a congregation that enjoys visiting
with others. Jesus indicates that visiting others is an important part of being his
disciples and following him (Matthew 25).
Sometimes visiting others, especially those we don’t know well, can be intimidating.
We feel like we’d like to visit, but we’d also like someone else more familiar to go
with us, to help make introductions to those we don’t know yet.
Our Visitation Ministry aims to do just that. We want to increase the number of Saint
John folks visiting each other, offering encouragement, bringing good news,
developing new friendships, being Christ to one other, increasing hope, and
strengthening joy.
We held our first training of the new year on Sunday, January 14th after worship, with
a healthy and delicious meal provided by Lisa Case. We’re organized and ready
to make a start.
We’re looking for folks to visit. If you’d like a visit, please let us know in the church
office. We’ll schedule a visit. And if you’d like to visit others in the name of Saint
John Hattiesburg, we’ll provide training to make it easier. Another training event is
in the works. Call or email the church office at 601.583.4898 or
stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com.
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Serving in February

— Community Activities —
Story Time at the Hattiesburg Zoo — Every Friday in February at 11am.
Free Family Movie Night — Join us on Sunday, February 18th at 5pm in our
Fellowship Hall to watch Shrek and enjoy snacks and drinks with friends. Everyone
is invited so bring a friend!
Hattiesburg Mardi Gras Parade — On Saturday, February 10th at 11am, the Mardi
Gras parade will make its way past Southern Miss on Hardy Street and travel to
North 38th Avenue.
Hub City Swing Band — February 25th, at 3pm at the Downtown Saenger Theater.
What’s Happening? Check out the Events page at www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
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Campus Mission — Welcome to all college students! We're
glad you're here. Please check in with Pastor John after
CAMPUS MISSION worship today (or text/call at 318.332.3352. We'd love your
input in planning fall activities.
Online Giving — Online giving is available to members and friends of Saint John
Hattiesburg via the 'Give' tab at the top of our webpage. Thank you for generously
supporting our work together in Jesus' name.
Live Streaming of Worship Services — www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.

LUTHERAN

Men's Breakfast — First Saturday, February 3rd at 8:07am at Panera Bread Company,
4600 Hardy Street, behind Chili's restaurant.
Discipleship Training for adults and youth on Sunday mornings at 9:15am.
LWML MITES will be collected Sunday, February 4 th. Thank you for your support of
the Mission Projects of the Gulf States District and National LWML.
Breadbasket — Sunday, February 4th we will be collecting items to help stock the
Breadbasket Pantry. The Breadbasket serves 20 individuals and families each week
in the Petal, Hattiesburg, and Oak Grove communities by providing groceries for
them. Items needed include can goods, jiffy mix, peanut butter, cereal, saltines, and
mac and cheese.
Chili Cookoff — SAVE THE DATE, Our Chili Cookoff will be held Saturday, February
17th at 5pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Free Family Movie Night — Join us on Sunday, February 18th at 5pm in our
Fellowship Hall to watch Shrek and enjoy snacks and drinks with friends. Everyone
is invited so bring a friend!
Recommended Facebook Pages for parents and grandparents: Positive Parenting
Solutions and Gentle Parenting Memes.
Portals of Prayer for the first quarter of 2018 are available at the foyer
mailboxes. These daily devotions are available in three sizes of print. They began
January 1st. Please take one for yourself and another to share with a friend.
2018 Altar Flowers —To sponsor the Sunday morning flowers, choose an open
Sunday, write your name in the blank, then complete a flower envelope including
$40 and leave in the church secretary mailbox.
2017 Contributions Statements and Thank You Letters with year-end reports are
available in mailboxes Please open and review this week.
"The God of the incarnation tells us that anyone who says that he or she loves
an invisible God in heaven and is unwilling to deal with a visible neighbor on earth
is a liar since no one can love a God who cannot be seen if he or she cannot love
a neighbor who can be seen. Hence a Christian spirituality is always as much
about dealing with each other as it is about dealing with God."
Ronald Rolheiser, The Holy Longing (1999), p. 97.

From the Chair: Loving With Purpose

By Dennis Smith, BOD Chairperson
Well a new year has started, but there is still time and a need to reflect back on 2017
as a year of significant progress for Saint John Hattiesburg, particularly since we
have grown together in our walk with Jesus, and received so many blessings from
Almighty God.
With your approval and trust, we have
embarked on a new form of church
government with our Board of Directors
replacing the older church council model.
This approach is more policy-based, and
will allow us to become more proactive in
our ministry and mission to reach the lost.
We want to become much more effective
in strengthening our connection to Jesus.
Our mission has not changed, but our
focus is clearer, our purpose is better defined, and our direction is more outward
and less inward. Much progress has been made, and we are just beginning, but we
together can make great progress.

God has blessed this group of believers with gifts of plenty. Your generous response
in the fourth quarter of 2017, allowed our church to finish the fiscal year in a very
strong financial position. Your commitment and dedication to our ministry efforts
has been truly remarkable. As you already have heard, we are undertaking some
facility improvements this year, signing a new note at the bank with a significantly
lower principal amount, and looking forward to stronger ministry efforts within our
community, largely as a result of your trust in sharing God’s bounty with each other.
Thank you!

Kids Market — Children’s Quality Consignment Sale
Find gently used children’s clothes, accessories, shoes, and toys!
Thursday, March 1 and Friday, March 2, 10am-7pm.
Saturday, March 3, 9am-5pm

Cloverleaf Mall in Hattiesburg
www.kidsmarketms.com

Project Progress Report:
Young Children’s Playground
Those who have been by the church campus lately and entered through the north
entrance have undoubtedly seen the sign marking the location of the proposed
playground for young children. We’ve placed stakes to mark probable boundaries.
A local fence company has prepared a bid for a sturdy fence and gate. Our
insurance company is helping us make
good decisions.
Conversations have also taken place with
church members with needed expertise in
dirt work and construction. We’ve included
a couple of other needed outdoor items
like a fixed basketball goal for the lower
parking lot and a sturdy bike rack like the
ones downtown. Since this will be Colin
Cubley’s Eagle Scout Project, he’s been
doing research and having discussions
about exactly what kind of playground equipment we should purchase, build, and
install.
These are positive, exciting developments for our congregation. It’s a really good thing
that we are building this also with our neighbors in mind. The playground isn’t just
for us. It’s also meant for others. As much as we are open to our neighbors, include
them in our efforts and plans, and work through our own fears and reservations, so
much will God use us to bless others! And that’s a powerful good!

Weekday Growth Groups for Adults
1. West Hattiesburg Bible Study — (Odd Week Thursdays) Meets the first and third
Thursdays of the month at 10:00am, at the home of Mary Gohlke who can be contacted
at 601-550-4884 or mlgohlke3@comcast.net.
2. The Avenues Bible Study— (Even Week Thursdays) Meets the second and fourth
Thursdays of the month at 10:30am in the Fellowship Hall. We come together to nourish
and feed on God’s Word as we read scriptures and apply the principles to our everyday
life. What a wonderful opportunity to help one another as we see, by the power of the
Holy Spirit, how God is impacting our lives.
3. Prayer Group — (Even Week Thursdays) Meets the second and fourth Thursdays of the
month at 11:30am in the Sanctuary.

Final Report for Oktoberfest 2017
By Mark Keyl, Oktoberfest Committee Chair

The Oktoberfest celebration at Saint John Hattiesburg was a huge success in 2017.
Despite Hurricane Nate on the horizon, and closing an hour early, our public
participation was very consistent with past events. Our final gross proceeds were
$22,730.00, with a net profit of $12,509.00. Our profit was very close to last years,
which was a banner year.
These funds were used to support the ten missions approved by the congregation,
which included:
 With God's Little One's — Providing funding for an educational center in
Madagascar.
 Lutheran Braille Workers in Mississippi — Providing Braille Bibles to the sight
impaired.
 Concordia College Alabama — The LCMS historically black college in the
Concordia College system.
 Domestic Abuse Family Shelter — Serving Forrest and Jones Counties.
 Bethany Christian Services — Providing pregnancy support, infant adoptions,
and post pregnancy support.
 Edwards Street Fellowship Center Food Pantry — Providing food assistance for
individuals in need in Forrest County.
 The Lighthouse — Providing housing and educational assistance to single
mothers and their children.
 The Fieldhouse — Providing resources and a day center for the homeless.
 Shepherd's Heart Disaster Relief — Providing disaster relief in the Southern
District of the Lutheran Church and in nearby areas in the United States.
 Stinnetts in Ethiopia — Supporting Rev. Eric and Johanna Stinnett in their
educational missionary work in Ethiopia.
The Committee thanks the entire congregation for its support of Oktoberfest. We
thank all of those who helped in the preparation of food, deli items, worked the
various venues including the Silent Auction, Crafts, Vintage Room, promoted the
event, and everyone who worked on Oktoberfest Day. We especially thank those
new members who pitched in to help with this great tradition at Saint John. The
Committee will begin meeting on the third Sunday in March in preparation for
Oktoberfest 2018. This will be our 40th year and we encourage anyone who would
like to be a part of this tradition to join us as we begin our planning for this year.
We thank God for his many blessings as we
continue his work as faithful servants. For any
questions, please contact the church office or
Mark Keyl.
The Oktoberfest Committee

From the Altar Guild
Ash Wednesday — Lent — Begins February 14th
Genesis 2:7 “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.”
But 37 verses later:
Genesis 3:19 “…for dust you are, and to dust you shall return.”
What happened? Is God sending us away? After all, we typically fail miserably when it
comes to listening and obeying God’s Word. Why is it so hard to trust completely at all
times and in all things? It’s so easy to blame that “free will” thing. But shouldn’t we own
up to our failed decisions—put on our big girl and big boy pants and say, “I was wrong,
I’m sorry with my whole heart, and without you, Lord, I am but dust”?
And so with cross-shaped ashes traced onto our foreheads, we enter into Lent. It is a
time of penitence and prayer. It is a time to meditate on the agony Jesus willingly
endured for our sins, for our turning away from God.
As you see during Lent, the color purple is in place in our Lord’s house. In ancient times,
the dye to make purple was very difficult to attain, and was thus attributed to royalty and
adorned the Christ only once. He was donned in purple as He was mocked and
ridiculed as the “King of the Jews” prior to His crucifixion. The color purple has also
come to represent solemnity, penitence, and prayer as God’s people meditate on the
agony His Son willingly endured.
The practice of fasting (or “giving something up”) during Lent is not required for Lutherans
because it is not commanded in Holy Scripture. Rather, as a matter of Christian
freedom, starving oneself of a pleasure of the flesh is a way to remember daily the great
sacrifice of Jesus on the cross to pay for the world’s sin.
A growing trend is to practice a “giving of alms.” This is done in addition to either giving
something up or in place of fasting. Both practices are spiritually enriching and keep our
thoughts focused on Jesus. Whichever practice you choose, I pray you are led into a
deeper relationship with our Lord as you love your neighbor as you love yourself.
Easter Lilies: Forms to purchase lilies will be available next month.
Food for Thought
We are not here in human form to avoid the world, but to transform it.

Chris Keiper
Altar Guild Chair
601-550-1050

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
On Sunday, January 7, LWML Mites collected totaled $57.51. Thank you for your
prayers and support of the Mission Projects selected in Convention by the Gulf States
District and National LWML. Mites will be collected next on Sunday, February 4. There
will be no business meeting for February.
At the January business meeting, the members approved Chris Noffke to complete
the term of Treasurer as Lori Coleman could not continue due to added
responsibilities at her regular job. Thank you Lori, for your dedication and service for
year 2017. Also, the members voted not to have the annual fundraiser until May with Lent, Easter, and our District Convention coming in April. Instead of the "Cinco
de Mayo", members decided to have a "Bar B Que" or picnic to raise funds for
Edwards Street Fellowship Food Center. This past year we raised $450 for the
Center. These funds will help this organization during the summer months when
donations are scarce. Plans for this fundraiser will be made at our March Business
meeting. Watch for more details in Newsletter and Bulletins.
COMING April 27-29, 2018….LWML Gulf States District Convention at the Hilton
Birmingham Perimeter Park in Birmingham, Alabama. Theme for the Convention:
“Reign in Me” from Colossians 3:15, 17. At the present time, three members are
planning on attending. Registration Fee is $110.00 and after March 15, $25.00 late
fee will be added. If anyone is interested in attending, contact Shirley Thone. If you
have never attended a District or National Convention, you can't imagine how inspired
you will be from the Bible studies, mission speakers, and sharing the joy of serving
the Lord! Our Zone, Magnolia, will be helping with plans for the June 2019, National
Convention in Mobile, Alabama. I'm hoping that we have a record turnout for this one.
UNTIL NEXT TIME . . . Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!

-Shirley Thone
In both the individual soul and the united body of believers progress is the normal
state. It is of the very nature of grace to grow. The regenerated man, if in a healthy
spiritual state, must “grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ." Those who have been saved themselves must bring others to the same
salvation. Growth should be considered as an essential element of the Christian life. If
there is not advance, there is certainly something wrong. If there is not growth, both in
the individual and in the Christian body, there is great cause for alarm. It is not enough
that we hold our own either in the experience of grace in the soul or in our advance on
the territory of an ungodly world; we must go forward. Where there is not this normal
progress there must necessarily be, and there always is, decline.
—Thomas Murphy

The 75th Convention of the Southern District of
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod
Northshore Harbor Center – Slidell, Louisiana
Thursday - Friday, March 8-9, 2018
Preparations for the triennial Southern District Convention are entering their final
phase. Each of our ~160 congregations may be represented at the convention by
their pastor and a lay delegate. The lay delegate from Saint John Hattiesburg is
Mark Keyl. As a retiring member of the Southern District Board of Directions,
Nancy Kaul will be honored and thanked by the convention for her three terms,
nine years of service.
Those present at the convention come together for three purposes: to worship, to act
on memorials submitted to the convention for action, and to choose leaders for the
next triennium.
Some of the issues coming as memorials before the convention are: the stewardship
of our congregations, support for missionaries, term limits for district president and
national president/vice-presidents/secretary, the starting date for district elected
offices, restricting worship resources, and restricting who receives the Lord’s
Supper.
Significantly, the Southern District will also elect a large number of leaders at this
convention. Mark Keyl has been nominated to serve in an elected position on the
Concordia College Alabama Board of Regents. He currently serves in an
appointed position. John Karle has been nominated to serve either on the
Southern District Board of Directors or as president of the Southern District.
Four other men are also on the ballot for district president.
(Continued on next page)

Of those nominated for district president and agreeing to serve if elected, the number
of nominations ballots received were:
Rev. Eric C. Johnson
Rev. Randal G. Ehrichs
Rev. John E Karle
Rev. Dr. Ulmer Marshall, Jr.
Rev. William A Parsons

26
14
8
2
2

One of the first orders of business at the convention will be a memorial to change the
beginning date of the term of service for those elected by the convention (including
the district president) from the present practice, whereby they are installed at the
close of the convention and immediately begin their roles of service, to a fixed
starting date of July 1st. This change would allow time for overlap and transition for
the individuals and the various boards, committees, and congregations they serve.
This change is fully expected to pass, which would mean that the congregation of
the newly chosen district president would have roughly three months to plan for the
transition.
It’s difficult to predict the outcome of the election for district president. The
nominations count shared above may or may not be predictive of how the
convention actually votes. The total nominations sent in was only 52 from ~160
congregations. It’s happened in the past that the person receiving the most
nominations was not elected president. What we want is for God’s will to be done by
the convention in this election. That’s always our prayer: That God’s will is done
also by us here on earth. We know that this is sometimes not the case, but that is
yet our prayer. The election should take place Friday morning, March 9th.
If Pastor Karle is chosen as the Southern District’s new president, then our
congregation will enter into a time of transition with thankfulness, knowing that he
will not leave us leaderless. He wants this congregation to succeed in its kingdom
mission and has worked passionately for four years on our behalf. He does not want
that good effort to be wasted. If another man is chosen by the Church to be district
president, then Pastor Karle will return to the congregation with joy and continue
along the same road, doing the same transformative kingdom work that we have
first called him to do with us. In either case, we are thankful to be in God’s mission
together.
Saint John Hattiesburg has an active role to play in this convention between now and
March 8th. It’s that we each and together pray continually for God’s will to be done
among us also, as Martin Luther teaches us in the Small Catechsim (The Lord’s
Prayer: Third Petition). By this prayerful action, in the power of the Holy Spirit, we
begin to align our hearts, minds, souls, and strengths with God’s plan and purposes
for us. This is pleasing in God’s sight!
It’s our great desire that Saint John Hattiesburg and its members be at peace about
the convention outcomes. We want you to be well-informed and have clarity of understanding and purpose. Please do not hesitate to bring any concerns or questions
to those who are best able and responsible to answer them: Dennis Smith, Mark
Keyl, Nancy Kaul, and/or John Karle. Peace be with you!

Church Policies Serve the Mission
Board of Directors January Meeting Report
Saint John Hattiesburg’s Board of Directors is engaged in a process of adopting a
set of comprehensive policies, procedures, and practices to govern how we carry
out our mission together. Taken together they become our Policy Manual.
“Govern” is not the only aspect, however, because...
A Policy Manual is not an end in itself, as in “our goal is to keep the policies well.”
They are rather a “means” to an end. The policies must always effectively serve
the mission of the congregation. Policies often address complex issues, and may
even seem complex themselves. But the mission is simple. We exist as disciples
following Jesus whose purpose is to make disciples who make disciples.
Whenever we’re not making disciples, then it’s a fair conclusion that something’s
amiss.
During the first half of 2017, it’s the goal of the Board of Directors to compete our
Policy Manual. Further, it’s a part of our BOD calendar to review that Policy
Manual on an annual basis by reviewing a particular section at each of our
meetings. We also review our Guiding Principles on an annual basis. In this way
we aim to keep the means to the end updated.
At our meeting on January 18th, the BOD adopted it’s first policies, related to Lead
Pastor Limitations. It says: “The Lead Pastor shall not cause or allow any practice,
activity, decision, or circumstance which is unlawful, imprudent, in violation of the
congregation’s Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, or governance policies,
inconsistent with Scriptural imperatives, or in violation of commonly accepted
business and professional ethics.” A second substantial policy was adopted
related to the treatment of donors.
Eventually we expect there to be 40 to 50 such policies that govern how we do
things and serve our mission together. The start has admittedly been slow. But
we’re certain that we’ll move along quite quickly over the coming months. Getting
these systems and policies in good order is very time consuming. It’s also a
significant step toward a healthier, more effective mission congregation. It also
places us in the top tier of Lutheran congregations organized for mission.
The other really significant progress report from our January BOD meeting was the
approval of final terms for the loan on the balance of our 2010 Renovation
Mortgage. The original loan value five years ago in February 2013 was $265,423.
That note is set to expire this February. According to the original schedule, had we
only paid the required minimum, we should owe $210,284. However, thanks to
God’s blessing and the generosity of many members, including a big push this
past December, our actual loan amount will be only $90,000. That’s well less than
half of what was originally planned. Thanks and praise be to God for this great
blessing!
Next Sunday, February 4th following worship, we’ve planned a special celebration for
this milestone. It’s not yet a mortgage burning, but we’re much closer than we
thought we would be, and that’s something worth celebrating in a big way! Please
plan to join us next Sunday!
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