Good News

April 2020

Saint John Lutheran Church — Hattiesburg, Mississippi
COVID-19 Response
Saint John Hattiesburg Friends and Mission Partners –
Today, Friday, April 3rd, on account of the spread of COVID-19, the United States is the
sickest nation in the world.
The past two weeks have been filled with upheaval, an overwhelming onslaught of
information, many hours adapting to the new realities, and deep, existential questioning about
what’s going on and what the future holds for us, in the near term coming months, and later in the
years to come. I have pages and pages that I want to share with you. For today I want to share a
few key points and invite your continued dialog and conversation, your faithful following Jesus
and your prayer.


Easter Isn’t Cancelled – We will celebrate differently. There will be no mass gatherings,
either in Kamper Park or in the sanctuary. But Jesus’ resurrection from the dead can’t be
undone or postponed.



Maundy Thursday & Good Friday – We’re still making those preparations and will
communicate them as soon as possible.



The Lord’s Supper – The Word of the Lord Endures Forever. For the time being, the Word
made flesh is declared to us in scripture and song, in proclamation and prayer. Our familiar
Lutheran practice of celebrating the Lord’s Supper is not possible in these days. The early
church gathered in the homes of the faithful and undoubtedly celebrated some form of the
Lord’s Supper within a smaller circle and fellowship of believers. We’re struggling to find a
new (to us) way.



Call Three Today – We need connection now more than ever. We continue to put before
everyone who is a part of our fellowship this simple request: Make three phone calls each
day. #1 to someone whom you haven’t seen in worship for a while. #2 to a friend or family
member whom you haven’t spoken with for some time. #3 a wild card between a church
friend or neighbor. Do this for seven days in a row with three different people each day. Ask
how they are. Inquire how they’re coping with things. Figure out if there’s anything you can
do to help them. This is a simple way to love others.



Caring for the Dying – We will do our best to care for those who are sick and the dying.
When those who are a part of our fellowship die in the Lord Jesus, we will figure out how
to be present at the graveside and represent the body of Christ and the promise of the
resurrection of the dead.



Love. Like. Jesus. – Saint Paul exhorts us to “live a life worthy of your calling”
(Ephesians 4:2). These are daily words for our present situation. May we Surprise the
World by our courageous sacrifice on behalf of our neighbors and thereby bring
Hope to the City in the name of Jesus.

– John Eric Karle
Exploring. Equipping. Encouraging.

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.
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Online Giving — Online giving is available to
members and friends of Saint John via the
'Give' tab on our webpage. Thank you for supporting our work together in Jesus' name.
Campus Mission —
Welcome all college
CAMPUS MISSION students! We're glad
you're here. Please check
in with Pastor John (or text/call at
318.332.3352).

LUTHERAN

Office Hours — 10am – 1pm, Wednesday and Thursday. Please call first to verify.
2020 Altar Flower Chart is available for sign-ups today on the wall in the office. Please
sign the chart with your name and reason for sponsorship. Sponsorship for altar flowers is
$40; sponsorship for eternal candle is $15.

Study Books for Sale: Great for while sheltering in place!
Woman: The Forgotten Story For any woman, identity is important. The question,
“Who am I?” will haunt her every decision. Discover again the old story of a beautiful
identity, a story of love and sacrifice. The story offers incredible comfort, gives guidance,
and teachers everyone who listens a wisdom that saves lives. Cost is $15.
The Sinner/Saint Devotional 00 ۰Days in the Psalms A 60 day devotional that explores
the book of Psalms to help us reevaluate our views on prayer, the law, the gospel, and
the psalms. Cost is $15.
Lutheran Study Bibles — We have five regular size print Lutheran Study Bibles available for
purchase for $50 each. These resourceful ESV translations with extensive study notes may
be viewed in the church office. Larger print versions of the Lutheran Study Bible are $59.
Couples Devotional Book — We're encouraging all those who are married (or engaged) to
purchase the year of daily devotions by Timothy and Kathy Keller. The devotional is titled
The Meaning of Marriage: A Couple's Devotional and is based on their earlier book with a
similar title. Cost is $15.
Young Couples Bible Study — We are studying Broken: 7 "Christian" Rules That Every
Christian Ought to Break as Often as Possible by Jonathan Fisk. You can check it out
at https://tinyurl.com/yea5r50a. If you are interested please contact Christopher
Longman at 601.466.0103 or Dewey Case at 601.297.7953. Book cost is $20.

From the Chair
By Dennis Smith, Board of Direction Chair
“God, Come Closer Please”
Dear Saint John Friends,
The seemingly sudden appearance of the COVID-19 pandemic in the United States
over the past two months is turning our world upside down. There are a lot of questions in
my mind, maybe in yours as well. Let’s examine a couple of them together.
#1 In what ways does God call us into the unknown?
#2 What risks are we being asked to take?
I am told, and I believe that when this is over, there will be a new normal. My life will
change, but there will still be my Savior who loves me, and died for me. I can’t help but think
back to a song that was written in 1985, to call attention to, and raise money for the famine in
Africa at that time. The title of the song is We Are the World. Please allow me to quote some
of the lyrics to that song:
There comes a time when we heed a certain call, when the world
must come together as one. There are people
Dying and it’s time to lend a hand to life… we’re all a part of God’s
great big family and the truth you know is love is all we need.
I believe the truth in that call is the call of our Lord. I don’t have it
all figured out yet, and maybe like other parts of my life, I will never
figure it out. But I wonder, What limb is God calling me to crawl out
on?
Reaching back into history again, I reread the prayer that Max Lucado wrote for
America Prays, a national prayer vigil held Saturday, September 15, 2001, just days after
9/11. I invite you to look it up, and read the words in the prayer. He mentions that the reality
of the aftermath of the attack is our collective loss of innocence. We should have known
better, but we didn’t. Lucado says that we just don’t ask for the Lord’s help, we are begging
for it.
The title of the prayer is “Do it again, Lord”. He asks for our Lord once again to
demonstrate His power like He did on Easter morning. It may sound like a trite sentiment
but, keep the faith, keep in prayer, and keep safe.

Dear Lord,
We’re still hoping we’ll wake up. We’re still hoping we’ll open a sleepy eye and think,
What a horrible dream.
But we won’t, will we, Father? What we saw was not a dream. Planes did gouge
towers. Flames did consume our fortress. People did perish. It was no dream and, dear
Father, we are sad.

There is a ballet dancer who will no longer dance and a doctor who will no longer heal.
A church has lost her priest, a classroom is minus a teacher. Cora ran a food pantry. Paige
was a counselor and Dana, dearest Father, Dana was only three years old. (Who held her in
those final moments?)
We are sad, Father. For as the innocent are buried, our innocence is buried as well.
We thought we were safe. Perhaps we should have known better. But we didn’t.
And so we come to you. We don’t ask you for help; we beg you for it. We don’t request
it; we implore it. We know what you can do. We’ve read the accounts. We’ve pondered the
stories and now we plead, Do it again, Lord. Do it again.
Remember Joseph? You rescued him from the pit. You can do the same for us. Do it
again, Lord.
Remember the Hebrews in Egypt? You protected their children from the angel of
death. We have children, too, Lord. Do it again.
And Sarah? Remember her prayers? You heard them. Joshua? Remember his fears?
You inspired him. The women at the tomb? You resurrected their hope. The doubts of
Thomas? You took them away. Do it again, Lord. Do it again.
You changed Daniel from a captive into a king’s counselor. You took Peter the
fisherman and made him Peter an apostle. Because of you, David went from leading sheep
to leading armies. Do it again, Lord, for we need counselors today, Lord. We need apostles.
We need leaders. Do it again, dear Lord.
Most of all, do again what you did at Calvary. What we
saw here on that Tuesday, you saw there on that Friday.
Innocence slaughtered. Goodness murdered. Mothers
weeping. Evil dancing. Just as the ash fell on our children,
the darkness fell on your Son. Just as our towers were
shattered, the very Tower of Eternity was pierced. And by
dusk, heaven’s sweetest song was silent, buried behind a
rock. But you did not waver, O Lord. You did not waver. After
three days in a dark hole, you rolled the rock and rumbled
the earth and turned the darkest Friday into the brightest
Sunday. Do it again, Lord. Grant us a September Easter.
We thank you, dear Father, for these hours of unity. Disaster has done what
discussion could not. Doctrinal fences have fallen. Republicans are standing with Democrats.
Skin colors have been covered by the ash of burning buildings. We thank you for these hours
of unity.
And we thank you for these hours of prayer. The Enemy sought to bring us to our
knees and succeeded. He had no idea, however, that we would kneel before you. And he
has no idea what you can do.
Let your mercy be upon our President, Vice President, and their families. Grant to
those who lead us wisdom beyond their years and experience. Have mercy upon the souls
who have departed and the wounded who remain. Give us grace that we might forgive and
faith that we might believe.
And look kindly upon your church. For two thousand years you’ve used her to heal a
hurting world.
Do IT again, Lord. Do it again.
Through Christ, Amen.
As written by Max Lucado for America Prays, a national prayer vigil held Saturday,
September 15, 2001. Permission to copy is granted and encouraged.

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League

LWML Mites collected on Sunday, March 1, 2020, totaled $72.41. Thank you
for supporting the Mission Grants selected in convention at the National and Gulf
States District. Please continue to gather and save your mites at home during this
time of pandemic cautiousness. When it is safe for us to worship together again in
large groups, we will rejoice to offer our mites.
Along with many other events, the Gulf States District LWML. 38th Biennial
Convention, in Navarre, Florida, has been cancelled due to the Corona virus.
This was disappointing, but I know God will continue to bless the Mighty Mites
Mission Grants of the LWML. Last Wednesday, I was encouraged by Pastor Karle’s
message on the PEACE Christians have during these scary, uncertain times. God is
in control!! God is using these stressful times for opportunities to share HIS love
with each other, our neighbors, our community - wherever He leads us – especially
with those who have not heard the Good News of JESUS. We don’t know what will
happen in the future, but we have the assurance God will never leave us according
to His Good and Gracious Will! PRAISE GOD!!!
The LWML here at Saint John Hattiesburg encourages all women to use their
God-given gifts of talent to serve the Lord in this place. Whether you are new to the
church, or have been here a long time, you are invited to come, and encouraged to
join in the fellowship of Women in Mission.
Due to the Corona virus pandemic, Easter Sunday, April 12th, will be celebrated
differently this year. Christians all over the world need to share our only HOPE –
JESUS! Christ is risen!!! Alleluia!!! He is risen, INDEED!!!
UNTIL NEXT TIME. . . . . “Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!”

-Shirley Thone
President LWML

Martin Luther’s Response to the Black Plague’s
Arrival in Wittenberg in August, 1527
You ought to think this way: “Very well, by God’s decree the enemy has sent us
poison and deadly offal. Therefore I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall
fumigate, help purify the air, administer medicine, and take it. I shall avoid places and
persons where my presence is not needed in order not to become contaminated and
thus perchance infect and pollute others, and so cause their death as a result of my
negligence. If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have done
what he has expected of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death
or the death of others. If my neighbor needs me, however, I shall not avoid place or
person but will go freely, as stated above. See, this is such a God-fearing faith
because it is neither brash nor foolhardy and does not tempt God.
Luther’s Works: American Edition (43:132)

From the Altar Guild
Holy Week
This feels more like a Holy Month than just a Holy Week. March 29th, the fifth Sunday in Lent,
concludes our vigilant time of preparation, and moves us toward Easter. On April 5th, Palm
Sunday, we celebrate Jesus entering Jerusalem and begin our observance of Holy Week. We
then move to Holy Thursday, also called Maundy Thursday, on April 9th.
This Holy Thursday is remembered as the day of Jesus’ Last Supper, his washing the disciples’
feet, and when he established the Holy Eucharist for us. Also, it is the night in which Judas
betrayed Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane.
April 10th, Good Friday—How can we call this day Good when our Lord and Savior died? It does
seem odd that we celebrate the day in which a man was whipped, beaten, mocked, and killed
in a very violent way. It is a dark day, but it is good because Christ showed how very great His
love is for us. Good Friday is “good” because as terrible as that day was, it had to happen for
us to receive the joy of Easter: the magnificent Resurrection. Good Friday marks the day
when wrath and mercy met at the cross. That’s why Good Friday is so dark and so Good.
On April 12th we sing Alleluias and rejoice with abandon the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior.
What a glorious reason to celebrate!
Worship: information, thoughts, and reflections on how, why, and where we worship.
Church buildings are places for the people of God to gather for worship, places in which the
gospel is proclaimed through Word and Sacrament, places for bringing life and hope to God’s
people and to the world. The prayer from Occasional Services for dedicating a church building
makes clear the purposes:
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. The heavens and the earth cannot
contain you, yet you are willing to make your home in human hearts. We are the temple of
your presence, and this building is the house of your Church. Accept us and this place to
which we come to share with others the covenant you make through Holy Baptism, to praise
your name to receive your forgiveness, to hear your Word, and to be nourished by the body
and blood of your Son. Be present always to guide and illumine your people, And now, O
God, visit us with your mercy and blessing as we dedicate this house to your glory and honor
and the service of all people in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen
(Occasional Services, p. 169)
It is the privilege of the Altar Guild to help care for this unique place built and dedicated to the
honor and glory of God.
Glory to God in the Highest!

Chris Keiper
Altar Guild Chair

Birthdays in April
Heck
EdithEllen
Pierce

April 2

Fred Songy

April 6

Donna Blair

April 7

Debbee Gohlke

April 11

Jaiden Morales

April 15

Nancy Grunig

April 17

Anna Elledge

April 18

Jean Martin

April 20

Art Kersh

April 23

Eric Martin

April 25

Sylvia Ruppel

April 29

Bonnie Houser

April 30

Ron Johnson

April 30

Brenda Ogle
Mary Cubley

Anniversaries April
Lee and Maggie McMichael, 43 years

April 9

Sean and Irina Kyzar, 17 years

April 12

Jerry and Julia Hagen, 61 years

April 18

Damian and Pat Potesta, 8 years

April 21

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.
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