December 2021
Saint John Lutheran Church — Hattiesburg, Mississippi

Good News

It’s Time!
As we continue to Prepare the Way of the Lord, let’s decorate the church and
sanctuary. We get to put up and decorate the tree, hang wreaths, arrange some
greenery and nativity scenes, and in general, roll out the red carpet for our Lord.
This special occasion will take place on December 4th beginning at 9:00am.
All are invited! Helping hands, ideas, input, supervision, observers,
encouragement…. all are welcome!

Poinsettias!
Let's continue our tradition of adorning the church with poinsettias. Forms
for sponsoring our poinsettias will be available beginning November 28th and
will be located near the mailboxes and next to the Sunday bulletins on the small
table.
The price is $10 per plant. If paying by check, please make it to St. John
Lutheran Church, write “poinsettias” on the memo line, and attach to the form.
You may put your payment and form in the offering plate or in the Secretary’s
mailbox in the Lobby. Please have your form and money turned in by December
19th.
The poinsettias will be red and are a beautiful addition to our services. Thank
you for your support! The plants may be taken home after the Christmas Eve
service or the Sunday service on the 26th.

Prepare the Way of the Lord
Advent began on November 28th, and the church colors changed to blue.
Advent means “coming or arrival,” and the reason for the season is anticipation
and preparation for the birth of the Christ child and His second coming. In the
early church, however, it was a time for candidates to prepare for church

membership. This was typical protocol for Roman Catholics. After the fourth
century, it became a time for preparation for Christmas, and penitence was
added as a standard for the whole church in the Middle Ages.
Now, many Christian churches are again shifting the emphasis of Advent
from a penitential season, such as Lent, to a celebration of hope and
anticipation. That in no means takes away from the fact that Advent is also a
time of preparation and introspection.
It was often specified that an indigo color be used to represent the darkness
before the birth. Early art shows church leaders in ornately decorated blue
robes. Shades of blue symbolize royalty, the coming of the King, hope, the night
sky before the dawn, the sea before creation, and Mary. Remember, early dyes
were made from nature. Some historians suggest that northern European dyes
were made from berries that produced blue while southern Europe was able to
make purple dyes. Purple is the prevalent color during Lent.
In an effort to again distinguish between Advent and Lent, some
denominations have changed the color of Advent to various shades of blue.
As you look around the sanctuary, everything you see is symbolic, as in
Christ-centered, and has deep, historical roots. Perhaps these symbols and colors
can lend deeper meaning for you as you prepare the way of the Lord.
Grace and Peace be to you,

Christina Keiper
Altar Guild Chair
601-550-1050
ckeiper511@gmail.com
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From the Chair --- Invocation, Confession, & Absolution
Have you ever wondered about the wording in our church liturgy
that starts with these words that are in bold? The liturgy continues
with the following: “If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord who
could stand? But with you there is forgiveness, therefore, you are
feared.”
We begin every service with these words, but have we ever
stopped to understand what they really mean? How does our promised
forgiveness, make sense when we also say “therefore you are feared”?
Maybe we can shed some light on these words with some scripture
study. Let’s start with Psalm 130 verse 4.
“But there is forgiveness with thee, that
thou may be feared.” The words in bold that
begin this section is entitled; MY SOUL
WAITS FOR THE LORD.
Knowing God’s forgiveness increases our
sense of awe before him. Most of the time
when I have experienced a sense of awe, I
am out in the world God created and I see or hear something that is
new, magnificent, and reminds me of how small I really am. I know
however, that God loves me personally, and forgiveness is only in him
because He chose to love me unconditionally.
This is certainly a season of waiting. Can you imagine how Mary
and Joseph must have felt? Knowing but surely not understanding
what was about to take place in their lives, must have contributed to a
sense of awe and wonder. Don’t lose your sense of awe in all the
activity. Don’t lose your knowledge of fear and forgiveness.
Know always that you are loved, forgiven, and truly a child of
God!

Dennis Smith
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December 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

Saturday
4
9am Church
Decorating
9am Men’s
Breakfast
10am AA

5
10:30am
Worship

6
12pm AA

7
12pm AA

Annual
Congregational
Meeting

12
10:30am
Worship

8
10am
Avenue’s
Bible Study

9

10

11
10am AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

16

17

12pm AA
1:30pm
Kaffee
Klatsch
13

14

15

18
10am AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

20

21

22

23

24

25

10am
Avenue’s
Bible Study

12pm AA

10:30am
Christmas
Eve Service

10am AA

11:30am
LWML Meeting
19
10:30am
Worship

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA
12pm AA
26
10:30am
Worship

27

28

29

30

31

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA
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Christmas
Day!

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League

LWML MITES collected on Sunday, November 7, 2021, totaled
$59.68. Total amount of Mites collected January-November,
2021: $1,100.05. Praise God!!! Thank you for supporting the Mission Grants
selected in Convention by the Gulf States District and National LWML. MITES will
be collected next on Sunday, December 5, 2021.
Where does the time go?! When you read this article, Thanksgiving will be
over, and Christmas will be here in just a few short weeks. Even before the
holidays, many are already making plans for Christmas - sending out cards,
decorating our homes, shopping for gifts, baking, planning parties & family
gatherings, etc. This is the time of the year when charities are busy helping
those who have been suffering through the Covid-19 Pandemic - the sick, lonely,
unemployed, homeless, etc. God gives us the opportunity to share the blessings
we receive with those who are suffering - especially those without hope. Every
Sunday at the close of the worship service we share the words of hope with each
other. What a gift of God's love and grace we receive! We need to share these
words daily with everyone and every opportunity God puts in our lives. Jesus
Loves You! "May the GOD of HOPE fill you with all JOY and PEACE as you TRUST
in Him, so that YOU may overflow with HOPE by the POWER of the Holy
Spirit." Romans 15:13.
On Sunday, December 5, 2021, the LWML will collect MITES for the final
time this year. If you are unable to attend worship, you may make your check
out to Saint John Lutheran LWML and mail them directly to Christina Noffke at
108 Ramblewood Drive, Hattiesburg, MS 39402.
On Sunday, December 12, 2021, a short Business meeting will be held
immediately following the worship service in the Community
Room. Agenda: Election of Officers for 2022; Gulf States District Travel Fund
(due December 31, 2021). If you would like to order the LWML Quarterly, - cost
is $7.50. Travel Fund for District is $5.00 per active member. Please try to attend
this meeting - Quorum of six needed.
LWML MISSION STATEMENT:
As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions
and equip women to honor God by serving others.

UNTIL NEXT TIME. . . . . “Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!”

-Shirley Thone
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President LWML

Serving in December
Interim Pastor
Gary Weier
Music Director
Jason Sims
Altar Care Team
Shirley Thone and Christina Keiper

Live Streaming of Worship Services — www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.
Portals of Prayer for October-November-December are available at the lobby mailboxes.
January Newsletter Deadline — Monday, December 20th at 10am.
Kaffee Klatsch — Meets Wednesday, December 8th at 1:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.
About Tithes and Offerings — As followers of Jesus, we are convinced that the continuation
of Christ's work — both in this place and to the ends of the earth — depends on each of
our generosity of our life's passions, priorities, and provisions. As partners in Jesus' Gospel
mission, we thankfully dedicate a part of our income to the Church's larger work. Financial
tithes and offerings may be given Sunday mornings during worship in the offering plate,
via the regular mail, or online at the congregation's website by clicking on the 'Give'
button. Thanks!
German Mustard for Sale — $8 for large and $5 for small jars.
Men’s Breakfast —The next meeting is on Saturday, December 4th at 9AM. We will meet for
breakfast and fellowship at Chesterfields located at 4646 Hardy Street. Bring a friend, your
appetite, and a smile. See you there!
Annual Meeting — Annual Congregational meeting in the Sanctuary following worship
December 5th.
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Birthdays in December
Judy Wastvedt

12/1

Geraldine Wheeler
Barrett Hibbler
Joshua Stringer

Daniel Liverett
12/8

Caitlin Elledge

12/18

Nick Weiss
Willy Noffke

S. Scott Hollingsworth

12/9

Jason Sims

12/23

Reid 12/24

12/5

Maggie McMichael 12/13

12/18

12/23

12/25

12/8

Julie Radavich

12/19

Thomas Hesselgrave

12/24 Eric

Wesley Chase Rainey

12/29

Baptisms in December
Mark Keyl

12/3

Jane Kersh

12/9

Darlene Boortz

Diahn Lee 12/21

S. Scott Hollingsworth

Ethan Noffke

Jane Johnson

12/28

12/17

12/26

12/29

Anniversaries in December
Dewey & Lisa Case, 9yrs

12/22

Ronald & Regina Johnson, 26yrs

Kerry & Debbie Geroux, 39yrs 12/18
Eric & Jean Martin, 59yrs

12/24

Dennis & Lillian Smith, 49yrs

John & Jennifer Karle, 25yrs
Don & Patricia Shields, 59yrs

12/23

12/17
12/31

12/15

Karla & Chris Weiss, 28yrs

12/31

Chuck & Cindy Westfall, 26 12/31

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.
Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association
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