
Not Reopening the Church 

Everywhere the question of the day is, “When should churches reopen?” Church folks have 
been asking. Some say they should already be open. Some say wait. Some say they 
should never have stopped. Some have posted strong opinions one way or the other  
on social media. The politicians are on alert. Even the City of Hattiesburg has released 
guidelines for churches. In desperation, some say to meet in the plumbing section at Home 
Depot and have church there. And, so very sadly, a church building an hour north of us 
was burned to the ground over the question.  

At Saint John Hattiesburg, we’re not planning to reopen the church. 

Here’s why: The church never closed. The church is the disciples of Jesus following 
his lead, his way. And that never ceased to be the case. Our witness of our hope in Christ 
doesn’t have an ‘off’ button.  

It’s true: We’ve paused our onsite, in-person, in-the-sanctuary worship together. But our  
worship together has not ceased, and the church is most certainly not closed. It never has 
been. To think or act as if the church is somehow closed is a failure of our understanding, 
perhaps a weakness in our theological thinking, or a stumbling in our faith.  

This would be because of how we’ve slipped in our perspective, considering onsite, in-person 
Sunday morning worship together to be the sum and substance of our faith, rather than 
one part of a much larger pie, if you will, of daily discipleship (following Jesus’ lead) and 
prayer, of feeding on the scriptures and feasting with our neighbors.  

If this has happened to you, that during the past ten weeks you’ve come to feel as if the 
church is ‘closed,’ then let’s shake off that shaky understanding, and discover again what it 
really means to follow Jesus’ lead, to be his disciple, to live/love-out an inner heart/soul/
mind/strength saturated in his Spirit, not only for our own selves, but being poured out for 
those around us, no matter whether friend or stranger. 

There’s no need for the church to ‘reopen.’ The church was not ‘closed.’ Jesus has not  
withdrawn his Spirit from us.  

 We continue to : : Gather, though often just family or digitally.  

 We continue to : : Discover, though so much more than when we first believed.  

 We continue to : : Grow, in faith toward God and fervent love toward neighbor. 

     Good News 
 Saint John Lutheran Church — Hattiesburg, Mississippi 

June 2020 

– John Eric Karle  
Exploring. Equipping. Encouraging.  
Ephesians 4:11-16  

Surprise the World! 

Love. Like. Jesus.  +  Hope for the City. 



Serving in June 

Pastor  
John Karle 

Music Director 
Jason Sims 

Elder   
Ron Johnson 

Altar Care Team  
Christina Keiper and Shelia Curry 

Online Giving — Online giving is available to 
members and friends of Saint John via the  
'Give' tab on our webpage. Thank you for  
supporting our work together in Jesus' name. 

Campus Mission — 
Welcome all college  
students! We're glad 
you're here. Please check 

in with Pastor John (or text/call at 
318.332.3352).  

 

LUTHERAN 
CAMPUS MISSION 

Live Streaming of Worship Services — www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com. 

Eternal Candle — Sponsors available for June. Sponsorship is $15.  

Get Your Bratwurst — Full case (2 packages, 30 Brats) for $35. 1/2 case (one package, 15 
Brats) for $17.50. Starter pack of 4 Brats for $5. Contact the church office at 601.583.4898. 

2020 Hurricane Season Preparedness — Watch for email communication from the church  
office by June 5th.  

Study Books for Sale: Great for while sheltering in place! 

Woman: The Forgotten Story For any woman, identity is important. The question,  
“Who am I?” will haunt her every decision. Discover again the old story of a beautiful  
identity, a story of love and sacrifice. The story offers incredible comfort, gives guidance, 
and teachers everyone who listens a wisdom that saves lives. Cost is $15.  

The Sinner/Saint Devotional ۰ 00 Days in the Psalms A 60 day devotional that explores 
the book of Psalms to help us reevaluate our views on prayer, the law, the gospel, and 
the psalms. Cost is $15.  

Lutheran Study Bibles — We have five regular size print Lutheran Study Bibles available for 
purchase for $50 each. These resourceful ESV translations with extensive study notes may 
be viewed in the church office. Larger print versions of the Lutheran Study Bible are $59.  

Couples Devotional Book — We're encouraging all those who are married (or engaged) to 
purchase the year of daily devotions by Timothy and Kathy Keller. The devotional is titled 
The Meaning of Marriage: A Couple's Devotional and is based on their earlier book with a 
similar title. Cost is $15. 

Young Couples Bible Study — We are studying Broken: 7 "Christian" Rules That Every 
Christian Ought to Break as Often as Possible by Jonathan Fisk. You can check it out 
at https://tinyurl.com/yea5r50a.  If you are interested please contact Christopher  
Longman at 601.466.0103 or Dewey Case at 601.297.7953. Book cost is $20.  

http://www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
https://tinyurl.com/yea5r56a


Zoom Online Bible Study — Wednesdays at 10:02am 

"The Word of the Lord Grows" 

We're pressing into the current moment with an online Bible study on Wednesdays, at 
10:02am using the Zoom group meeting platform. You can participate if you have a 
computer that includes a working camera, speakers, and microphone, or if you have a 
smart phone. We'll be glad to coach you so that you can participate. This is a new skills 
building time for all of us! 

We'll be studying the Acts of the Apostles under the theme: "The Word of the Lord Grows" 
from Acts 6:7. We'll be paying particular attention to the challenges faced by the early 
Church and the place of suffering and persecution in the life of the first believers. 

If you would like some help figuring out how to make things work for you, please text or 
call John Karle (318.332.3352) by Tuesday at noon. Sometimes it takes a while to work 
out the kinks, and it's better to do a trial run ahead of time.  

Note: The secure link for the Zoom meeting will be accessible only through (1) a Bible study 
announcement email, (2) the Saint John Hattiesburg Mission Partners Facebook Group, 
or (3) a separate individual communication. Let John Karle know if you have questions. 

This first online study will help us break ground (habits, skills, discipline, devotion) for a  
second online study to begin at a later date. Along the way we'll evaluate and make  
adjustments to our time of online meeting as seems best, including avoiding any  
unnecessary conflict when our Wednesday morning West Hattiesburg study group  
restarts.  

 

Oktoberfest Planning – May Update 

by Mark Keyl, Oktoberfest Team Leader 

It is time again to start planning for Oktoberfest. The Team has begun discussing  
possibilities in light of the COVID pandemic. I believe it is safe to say that Oktoberfest  
will not look the same this year. Consensus is that we cannot have it indoors, but could 
have a downsized event providing take out and maybe a deli and silent auction. The  
biggest challenge is food preparation, since the traditional group of preparation people 
are the most susceptible to the coronavirus.  

The Oktoberfest Team welcomes any and all ideas on how to plan in this environment  
with the emphasis on safely putting on the event for our congregation and the public 
alike. We have received recommendations ranging from cancelling to having outside  
dining under a big top in the parking lot. Please feel free to email, text, snail mail, or  
telephone Mark Keyl with your suggestions, comments, and ideas (mdkeyl@juno.com  
or 601.466.0200).  

This is a Saint John Hattiesburg tradition. It is your celebration. Thank you! 

mailto:mdkeyl@juno.com


From the Chair 
By Dennis Smith, Board of Direction Chair 

“Living Through Life!” 

Many times – too many in fact – over the last three months or so, I have wondered 
“What is going on?” I am relatively sure that thought or something similar has  
made you pause and think about your life to date. The answers we seek are  
meant to help us cope, to give us peace, and to lean a little harder on our faith.  

It certainly is true that we live in uncertain times. When   
forced to really think about it, how many other times in  
our lives have we realized that we didn’t have all the  
answers to all the questions. So, I wonder, what makes  
this situation so much different? Yes, there is maybe  
more things to worry about, if not fear, what tomorrow  
will bring.  

When we are “in the zone,” or in control of our destiny, we 
really sometimes don’t take the time to learn, let alone 
take the time to admit to ourselves or our families that we really aren’t in control of 
our destinies, in the sense that we can power through life and not take time to 
grow. We can, however, be certain that a protective and loving God stands with us, 
and really does want to love us without ceasing.  

My daughter gave me a leather bracelet several months ago. I want to share what is 
written on the bracelet. One side says “Dadoo, you are loved beyond measure.” 
Her nickname for me is Dadoo, and has been since she was a child. The other side 
quotes Isaiah chapter 41 verse 10: “Fear not, for I am with you.”  

I will close with a quote I read this week that is credited to Bianca Oltoff: “Faith does 
not make things easy; it makes them possible.”  My hope for us all is that our faith 
will make us know that God will take control, even if we can’t see how. 

 – Dennis Smith, Chair, Board of Direction 

Dig In Sunday School — Would you like to join us for our Dig In Sunday School  
lessons? You can access them from Saint John Hattiesburg’s Youtube page under 
the “Dig In Lesson” playlist. We also email them weekly with the lesson plan PDF 
and supplemental materials.  
If you are not receiving these weekly emails but you would like to, please  
communicate with the church office. You can also watch our music videos from the 
church Youtube page under the “Dig In Music” playlist.  

LWML — members and friends will resume collecting “Mites by Mail” on June 7, 2020. 
Please make your checks payable to Saint John Lutheran Church LWML and mail to 
Christine Noffke. Thank you for your prayers and support of the mission grants for 
the Gulf States and National LWML.  



Fathers Day Project 

We’re working on a Fathers Day Project and we’d like your participation. We have in mind  
creating a booklet with the theme: “The Most Important Lesson.” It’s a little bit story, a bit 
remembrance, and a bit sharing with others, principally the next generation. What we’re 
asking is that you set aside a dedicated time 
during the next two weeks to write about the 
one, most-important thing that you learned 
from your father (or step-dad, or dad-figure). 
We’re limiting this to one page in length, high-
lighting just one person. And we’d like to  
focus on one thing that’s made the most lasting 
impact. Rather than a list of lessons or positive/
negative attributes or experiences, tell us about 
the thing that runs the deepest now in your 
life, why this is, what you’ll always remember. 
Then write it out and send it to the church 
office (mail or email) by June 15th. Then we’ll share the booklet on Fathers Day, June 21st.  

 

Board of Direction Report 

The Saint John Hattiesburg Board of Directors is responsible for the governance of the  
congregation in keeping with it’s mission to make disciples of Jesus who make disciples  
of Jesus. We met online on Thursday, May 28th for the third time this year. 

A significant amount of time was given to discussion of the current COVID-19 pandemic’s  
impact on congregational life. We’re thankful that no one in the congregation has been 
sickened by the virus, to the best of our knowledge, though there have been several cases 
of fellow employees being infected at various workplaces where our church folks work.  
In particular, we talked about how we’re developing plans for restarting onsite Sunday 
morning worship, Sunday school and bible classes, outside groups that meet in the church 
building, and Oktoberfest. Details on those discussions are related elsewhere in the  
newsletter.  

The BOD also received financial updates for the first four months of the year. Income and  
expenses are better balanced than last year, though currently income lags expenses by 
about $4000. Online giving, giving by mail, and gifts brought to the church during our two 
come & go communion days have been generous and we are thankful. The congregation’s 
Paycheck Protection Program application has been approved and funds are now on  
deposit.  

While Pastor Karle is working mostly from their home in Natchitoches, Louisiana, certain Next 
Step Building Repairs are on hold. These include planned repairs to the electrical service 
area, the bell tower fascia area, and flat roof repair/replacement.  



Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
LWML Mites have not been collected in April and May due to the coronavirus  

Pandemic.  The Gulf States District, National, and Magnolia Zone LWML officers  
encourage members to support the new Mission Grants-selected by Delegates in the 
“Election Buddy” held on May 2-3, 2020.  These Mission Grants are for the Biennium 
(April, 2020-January, 2022).  Saint John Hattiesburg Mission Partners are encouraged 
to send their “Mites by Mail”.  Please make your checks payable to Saint John Lutheran 
LWML and mail to Christine Noffke at 108 Ramblewood Drive, Hattiesburg, MS 39402 
for deposit. Thank you for your continued prayers and support for the Gulf States District 
and National LWML.  We will continue collecting “Mites by Mail” on the first Sunday of 
every month until we are able to gather to worship again at Church.  

 

Gulf States District L.W.M.L. 38 
th
 Biennial Convention Business conducted on May 2-3, 

2020, by “Election Buddy.” Delegates approved the following important business:  

 2018 Gulf States District Convention Minutes 

 Mission Goal (2020-2022) - $65,000 

 Mission Grant Recipients  

   

ELECTION OF OFFICERS:  
 Second Vice President:  Mary Anne Brutkiewicz  
 Recording Secretary:  Judy Jankens  
 Treasurer:  Frances Robinson  
 Junior Counselor:  Rev. Dr. Ulmer Marshall  

 

Nominating Committee:  
 Marlys Kuehnert 
 Elizabeth Reeves 
 Linda Urdo 

   

MISSION GRANTS SELECTED (April 2020—January 2022)  
 Gulf States District Scholarship Program - $3,000 
 Resurrection Lutheran Academy Pensacola - $5,000 
 Concordia Seminary, Ft. Wayne Food and Clothing Co-op - $5,000 
 Early Childhood Playground Safety Improvement-Redeemer Lutheran School,  

  Pensacola - $5,000 
 Women ‘Shepherds’ Living Quarters in Madagascar-With God’s Little Ones -  

  $3,000 
 The Center for Refuge Orphans and Jacmel Lutheran Home, Haiti - $5,000 
 Voice of Care: Equipping the Gulf States District for Disability Ministry and  

  Respite Care - $3,250 
 Support at Just the Right Time-Mission Central -$3,250 

 

UNTIL  NEXT  TIME. . . . . “Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!” 

   -Shirley Thone 
President LWML 



From the Altar Guild 
The Holy Trinity, June 7 
 
 “The LCMS teaches and responds to the love of the Triune God (The Trinity). We believe there is one 

true God who has revealed Himself through the Bible in three distinct persons: The Father, Creator of 

all that exists; Jesus Christ, the Son, who became human to suffer and die for the sins of all human 

beings and to rise to life again in the ultimate victory over death and Satan; and the Holy Spirit, who 

creates faith through God’s Word and Sacraments (Holy Baptism and Holy Communion). This is the 

Holy Triune God or the Holy Trinity: tri meaning three and uno meaning one, thus the Holy Three-in-

One. The three persons of the Trinity are coequal and coeternal, one God” (http://

www.holytrinityedmond.org/what-we-believe).    

When we say these things, we mean that the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God, 

but they are not three gods but only one God. The Father is not the Son, the Son is not the Spirit, the 

Spirit is not the Father, but each is God individually and yet they are together the one true God of the 

Bible. Someone once said it this way: If you try to explain the Trinity, you will lose your mind. But if 

you deny it, you will lose your soul.  

 
Worship: information, thoughts, and reflections on how, why, and where we worship.  
 
Servants of God 
 
Joy is the cardinal attribute of the servants of God. This is the joy of our deliverance from sin and death, 

the great joy of Christ’s incarnation and resurrection. It is the joy of our Baptism, the joy of the gospel, 
the joy of the Eucharist. Joy stems from our gratitude for all that God has done and is doing for us. 
More basically, joy is a natural response to God’s presence. The joy of these realities enables work in 
the altar guild to be carried out with a sense of privilege. Whether it is preparing the altar each week, 
laundering/pressing linens, filling candles, or preparing the sacristy for each unique festival, the work 
is never a burden but is always a privilege. 

 
The sense of joy is coupled with reverence. Reverence is a deep sense of awe and mystery and wonder 

and ultimate respect in the presence of the Holy One. Our reverence is expressed in the way we 
speak and act, in how we handle the things of worship and care for the altar, in our attitude toward 
our fellow servants of the liturgy, and in our own worship and prayer. 

 
(While this article on “joy” is focused on the Altar Guild, this same joy applies to all of God’s servants, be 

they devoted church workers or devoted worshipers) 
 
 
Glory to God in the Highest!  

Christina Keiper 
Altar Guild Chair 

http://www.holytrinityedmond.org/what-we-believe
http://www.holytrinityedmond.org/what-we-believe


Restarting Onsite Worship Services 

One of the main topics of discussion at our May 28th BOD meeting was how and when to 
restart onsite, in-person Sunday morning worship at Saint John Hattiesburg. We’d like to 
share with you some of the discussion in the hope of a fuller, compassionate understanding.  

An accurate understanding of our local experience of COVID at the end of May is  
important. Thankfully, efforts in March and April to flatten the curve were successful in  
our community, so that our health care system, though strained, was not overwhelmed  
to the point of running out of hospital beds or ventilators. Today (05.28.20) the number of 
hospitalizations is level with what it has been over the past month, the number of ICU beds  
is declining slightly, and the five-day average of new positive cases is declining significantly. 

At the same time, there is a spike this week in cases in Wayne County. We’re keeping  
in mind the increase in interaction this past Memorial Day Weekend, that is anticipated to 
create an increase in cases, though we hope that doesn’t materialize.  

There are three main factors that make restarting 
onsite worship a challenge. These are (1) time,  
(2) proximity, and (3) vocalization (singing/
speaking in groups). In large group worship we 
are together for an extended period of a time 
(usually at least an hour), we are typically close 
together (before, during, and after, similar to at  
a sporting event or concert), and we’re speaking 
or singing in a way that projects our voices,  
together with a group of people who are mostly 
doing the same (though not yelling like at sports 
contests or concerts). These three factors make 
onsite worship together a unique situation, in 
contrast to something like shopping for groceries 
or plumbing parts in Home Depot.  

What we’re working toward now is a plan for restarting worship services later in June  
or earlier in July, that takes into account our local community situation, our unique pattern  
of interaction in worship with these three factors noted above, that seeks a moderately  
conservative way forward, with the capacity to make changes as the situation warrants.  

We plan to conduct a survey of the congregation early the first week of June to increase 
awareness and participation in the planning process. We want to go forward in a way that 
doesn’t bring harm to others, that’s respectful, and keeps the big picture in view. We  
welcome your thoughts, best shared in writing to the pastor or church office email, or in  
conversation with the BOD members: Dennis Smith, Mark Keyl, Jane Kersh, Wayland Johnson, 
Pat Messner-Potesta, Shawn O’Connor, Steve Lawrence, and John Karle. 



Ellen Heck 

Brenda Ogle 

Mary Cubley 

Surprise the World! 
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City. 

 
 

 

Saint John Lutheran Church 

2001 Hardy Street 

Hattiesburg MS 39401 

Telephone:  601.583.4898 

Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com 

 Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com  

Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission 

Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg                                                                       

Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg 

Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association  

Birthdays in June 

Damian Potesta June 2 Madison Lowry June 4 Rita Lods   June 7 

Christina Noffke June 7  Aubrey Canfield June 8 Rita Wilson   June 8 

Lori Coleman June 10 Dewey Case June 13 Bjorn Wastvedt  June 14 

June Songy June 16 Darrin Renz June 17 Chuck Westfall  June 19 

Corbin Blair June 20 Christina Jimenez June 21 Elaine Kersh  June 21 

Emma Kivlighn June 21 Shelia Curry June 23 Catherine Lee  June 25 

 Jerry Hagen June 29 Cindy Renz  June 29 
 

 

Anniversaries in June 

   David and Nancy Grunig  53yrs  June 3 

   Bjorn and Judy Wastvedt  47yrs  June 12 

   Jerry and Debbie Frederick 48yrs  June 13 

http://www.saintjohnlutheran.com/
mailto:stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com

