Good News

July 2020

Saint John Lutheran Church — Hattiesburg, Mississippi
Restarting Onsite Worship in July
Thank you to all of those who participated in the online survey over the June
13/14 weekend. 46 respondents provided helpful feedback representing
72 people. 26% of those responding indicated a desire to restart onsite
worship in June. 37% indicated a preference for July. Another 37%
indicated a preference for August. Of the Sundays suggested in July, the
12th and the 26th received the most responses.
This information was shared with the congregation's leadership (17 people),
who were then asked to indicate (all other factors being equal) whether
we should plan to restart onsite worship on July 12th or July 26th. The
leadership indicated a strong preference for July 26th, which was shared
with the Board of Directors at our monthly meeting this past Thursday.
Therefore, we're tentatively planning to restart onsite worship on Sunday,
July 26th at 10:30am. There will be onsite no Sunday school or adult
Sunday morning classes until later in the year. There will also be no
attended nursery on Sunday, July 26th.
Additional, we’ll plan for a Come & Go communion service midday on
Saturday, July 25th, for those who prefer not to attend a full worship
service. There are other provisions about restarting onsite worship that
we'll communicate later in July.
Thank you to all who participated in the survey and provided feedback. Your
voice matters!

– John Eric Karle
Exploring. Equipping. Encouraging.
Ephesians 4:11-16

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.

Serving in July
Pastor
John Karle
Music Director
Jason Sims
Elder
Nancy Kaul
Altar Care Team
Jane and Elaine Kersh

Online Giving — Online giving is available to
members and friends of Saint John via the
'Give' tab on our webpage. Thank you for
supporting our work together in Jesus' name.
Campus Mission —
Welcome all college
CAMPUS MISSION students! We're glad
you're here. Please check
in with Pastor John (or text/call at
318.332.3352).

LUTHERAN

Live Streaming of Worship Services — www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.
Eternal Candle — Sponsors available for June. Sponsorship is $15.
Get Your Bratwurst — Full case (2 packages, 30 Brats) for $35. 1/2 case (one package, 15
Brats) for $17.50. Starter pack of 4 Brats for $5. Contact the church office at 601.583.4898.

Dig In Sunday School — On Summer Break.

Study Books for Sale: Great for while sheltering in place!
Woman: The Forgotten Story For any woman, identity is important. The question,
“Who am I?” will haunt her every decision. Discover again the old story of a beautiful
identity, a story of love and sacrifice. The story offers incredible comfort, gives guidance,
and teachers everyone who listens a wisdom that saves lives. Cost is $15.
The Sinner/Saint Devotional 06 ۰Days in the Psalms A 60 day devotional that explores
the book of Psalms to help us reevaluate our views on prayer, the law, the gospel, and
the psalms. Cost is $15.
Lutheran Study Bibles — We have five regular size print Lutheran Study Bibles available for
purchase for $50 each. These resourceful ESV translations with extensive study notes may
be viewed in the church office. Larger print versions of the Lutheran Study Bible are $59.
Couples Devotional Book — We're encouraging all those who are married (or engaged) to
purchase the year of daily devotions by Timothy and Kathy Keller. The devotional is titled
The Meaning of Marriage: A Couple's Devotional and is based on their earlier book with a
similar title. Cost is $15.
Young Couples Bible Study — We are studying Broken: 7 "Christian" Rules That Every
Christian Ought to Break as Often as Possible by Jonathan Fisk. You can check it out
at https://tinyurl.com/yea5r50a. If you are interested please contact Christopher
Longman at 601.466.0103 or Dewey Case at 601.297.7953. Book cost is $20.

Zoom Online Bible Study — Wednesdays at 16:62am
"The Word of the Lord Grows"
We're pressing into the current moment with an online Bible study on Wednesdays, at
10:02am using the Zoom group meeting platform. You can participate if you have a
computer that includes a working camera, speakers, and microphone, or if you have a
smart phone. We'll be glad to coach you so that you can participate. This is a new skills
building time for all of us!
We are studying the Acts of the Apostles under the theme: "The Word of the Lord Grows"
from Acts 6:7. We are paying particular attention to the challenges faced by the early
Church and the place of suffering and persecution in the life of the first believers.
If you would like some help figuring out how to make things work for you, please text or
call John Karle (318.332.3352) by Tuesday at noon. Sometimes it takes a while to work
out the kinks, and it's better to do a trial run ahead of time.
Note: The secure link for the Zoom meeting will be accessible only through (1) a Bible study
announcement email, (2) the Saint John Hattiesburg Mission Partners Facebook Group,
or (3) a separate individual communication. Let John Karle know if you have questions.
This first online study will help us break ground (habits, skills, discipline, devotion) for a
second online study to begin at a later date. Along the way we'll evaluate and make
adjustments to our time of online meeting as seems best, including avoiding any
unnecessary conflict when our Wednesday morning West Hattiesburg study group
restarts.

From the Chair — A Mask of Convenience
By Dennis Smith, Board of Direction Chair
There was a time not too long ago that you generally didn’t put on a mask unless you
wanted to hide behind the protection of covering your face to avoid recognition. A few
months ago, that face covering action took on a whole new meaning. Today, we wear a
mask to protect ourselves and others around us. We are not so
much trying to hide, as trying to protect. Pastor John habitually
asks questions to make us think and yes sometimes to stir our
brains and hearts into a type of directed action to be more
complete followers of Jesus. He told us in the message of
June 28th that we should manifest Christ, and be all we can be.
He quoted a source of his this way, “The essential element of
Christian truth is that the risen Christ is not something you
imitate but someone you manifest” (Leonard Sweet).
If I am to be all I can be, if I am to manifest Christ in my life as a believer, then I must come
out from the convenience of wearing a mask to hide myself from sharing Jesus with
those folks I encounter on a daily basis. I am not able to “keep social distance” and still
manifest Jesus. I think the point of this is that I can’t allow the physical protections I must
take in my everyday life to mask the heart I have for Christ. I may still need to protect
myself and others around me, but I can’t allow that to be an excuse to hide my love of
others. Our Lord wants us to be all we can be as we manifest Christ.

God’s Fresh Hope
by Gil Emmons

“That Guy is Crazy.” Have you ever heard (or thought that)? Is that unspiritual,
unscriptural, unloving, unjust, or true? Well, conditionally it could be all of those.
I’d like to tell you how that has affected my life, and what opportunity we have
as a fellowship to support people who often struggle in silence, alone.
Mental Health is one of the most misunderstood and demonized health issues there
is. No one blames you for developing diabetes. No one blames you when cancer
erupts in your body. No one avoids you when you tell them you have kidney
disease, heart disease, or a malfunctioning liver. Mention mental health though
and you can often ‘clear a room.’

Why did I say this? What does it have to do with us as a group, helping/supporting
other people? Well, it is because I am one of those people. Mental disorders vary
in type and intensity. Left untreated—and the suffering one unsupported—they
can be painful, even dangerous.
I’m not going into great detail, but just enough that you may gain understanding.
I suffer from a disorder called depression-anxiety (an anxiety triggered after a
period of untreated depression), and borderline OCD. I have only taken it seriously
in the last 2 years. A series of self-initiated events showed me that I needed to treat
my disorder. This was as much for others as for me. Mental illness rarely affects just
the person with the disorder.
I got proper treatment. I began taking the proper medications (and taking them
properly). I also realized I needed a ‘focused support group.’ I searched the area.
What I found was insufficient, and not very spiritual. I was not going to give up
my search until I had found what I needed. What I finally found, by God’s mercy
and grace, was something called ‘Fresh Hope’ (offering God’s fresh hope for
daily living). For more about Fresh Hope their website is simply www.freshhope.us.
Within 6 months of attending an online group (nationwide) I took facilitator
training. I began assisting in facilitating the online group.
My intent was that someday, by encouragement and blessing of Fresh Hope, there
would be a Fresh Hope group based in Hattiesburg. Now that has become a reality.
Though COVID has altered the process somewhat, we are beginning a Saint John
sponsored group for the Pine Belt (Hattiesburg area). This will be an online format
for the near future at least, due to the current pandemic situation.
Feel free to check their website mentioned above. Feel free to also contact me or
contact Pastor John. Watch for upcoming information and updates. The intended
‘kickoff’ is Wednesday, August 5, 2020 @ 6:00 PM. We welcome your prayers. We
also encourage you to spread the word, especially to families that have a related
issue.
I feel we are living out the gospel this way. I am pleased to call you family. I feel we are
passing along the Romans 15 blessing of Fresh Hope, for daily living.

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
LWML Mites by Mail collected on June 7, 2020, totaled $184.65. Praise
God! This covers the past three months Mission Grants selected in convention by the
Gulf States District and National LWML. Once again, thank you for continued prayers
and support of these missions. We will continue collecting Mites by Mail (to Christina
Noffke) until we are able to gather for worship at church. The next time we collect
Mites will be on Sunday, July 5, 2020.
The past few months have brought many feelings of uncertainty, isolation, and
even fear for me. I am sure that many of you have similar feelings. I am comforted
by God's Word telling me "I am with you always!" These days remind me of another
time in my life—Hurricane Katrina. I remember going back to work and trying to deal
with all the disaster around me. Some Christian women from Florida, at our church's
disaster center, shared with me words of wisdom.
"Things will never be normal again (like before), now you will be living a new
normal way of life." I will never forget these words! I truly felt thankful and blessed!
I still had a great job, my health, and was able to continue work another year, even
though I lost everything. God provided all I needed to prepare for my future during
the next year. These words of wisdom still ring true for me today, also. God is in
control! Life will never go back to the way it was before coronavirus pandemic, but
we will be living in a "new normal" way of life. Praise God for all his blessings today,
and everyday forward!
UNTIL NEXT TIME. . . . . “Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!”

-Shirley Thone
President LWML

OCTOBERFEST 2626 POSTPONED
The Oktoberfest Committee voted to postpone the celebration for this year and will
look forward to 2021. The decision was ratified by the Board of Directors. A major concern was voiced on our ability to continue the funding of our missions for
this year. The committee is preparing an alternative event that will go back to
the congregational beginnings of our Oktoberfest and provide the opportunity
for giving to the Oktoberfest mission fund. Should you have any ideas of what
that could look like, please feel free to share
them with the Committee by contacting
Mark Keyl. Thank you for your continuing
support of our missions.
Yours in Christ,
Oktoberfest Committee

From the Altar Guild
Community
It can seem challenging to embrace community when personalities collide, and viewpoints divide.
In times such as these, we might be tempted to become judgmental, feel victimized, or simply
walk away from the unfavorable environment. Yet if we elect to, we can open our hearts and
experience all the good that is available in those moments. We can even contribute to those
moments or situations in a positive way. When we let go of preconceptions, we are enriched
by diverse perspectives.

Consider this: hurtful actions are merely unskillful calls for love.
This year we have all discovered the unexpected gifts of community. Amid the fear, panic, and
sorrow, people have reached out to one another, provided support for those who seem to
work tirelessly for the good of others, and developed a new normal, which continues to evolve.
People have been very creative in how they work together. We have all found ourselves
moving through uncharted areas, and we are, in the big scheme of life, having hands-on
learning in how to love our neighbors. I see God moving through so many folks. It is beautiful
to see.
One of the things I have observed during our periods of shelter in place, self-isolation, quarantine, social distancing, and the gradual move to reopen the economy, is how people really
miss one another. Our digital resources are serving us well—indeed, gifts from God—but
digital visits are no substitute for unmasked face-to-face talks, hugs, and compassionate
touch. We need human touch. Perhaps these are some of the things we will no longer take for
granted.
Our church community is used to receiving the gift of communion regularly, and it is something
we all miss very much. We miss Jesus’ personal touch through His words, the bread, the
wine.
I believe it is one of the things we will no longer take for granted when we can commune at His
Altar together.
Worship: information, thoughts, and reflections on how, why, and where we worship.
Because the altar represents God’s presence, it is fitting that we act and speak reverently
whenever we are in the worship space. Whether there on Saturday preparing the altar,
attending a meeting, participating in a rehearsal, or on Sunday worshiping with the
congregation, conduct should express our devotion to God. It is important to join others of
God’s baptized family each Sunday morning. Hearing the Word and sharing in the Eucharist
help us remember who we are, whose we are, and who God is. Worship helps us keep our
priorities straight.
Glory to God in the Highest!

Christina Keiper
Altar Guild Chair

Here is an end-of-semester update from Nick Wagenknecht, the Concordia
Seminary St. Louis student assigned to Saint John Hattiesburg. Our financial
support of students preparing for pastoral vocations is a part of the seminary's
Adopt-A-Student program, which is currently funded from our Oktoberfest
mission projects at $750/year. The letter was postmarked May 5th.

Greetings in Christ from Minnesota!
This has indeed been a very weird change of events since the last time I reached out to
you. Due to the Corona Virus outbreak, I have been back home in Minnesota to finish out the
semester using online learning. It has been a huge change from meeting face to face the last
7 months to staring at small little 1-inch by 1-inch pictures of my classmates on the computer.
Though it is not ideal, I am very grateful that due to technology, I can finish this semester and
not have to repeat any of my classes.
I currently am taking my first homiletics course which is probably my favorite class right
now. Homiletics is just a fancy way of saying preaching. Through this course we have been
learning about the several differently types of sermons that can be written and preached as
well as how to use our sources of the scriptures, doctrine, and what our hearers need to hear
in order to write a well written and faithful sermon. I am finishing up with my final sermon of
the semester right now and I plan on preaching that sermon in the near future hopefully
around the 4th of July. I am also taking Introduction to Historical Theology, Intro to Practical
Theology, and the Synoptic Gospels, where we have been focusing on the book of Matthew.
I mentioned in the last letter that Intramural Volleyball was just starting up. I am proud to
mention that we were able to finish the season before the switch to online learning. We were
victorious and beat the green team in a very close championship game!
Since I am at home now for the remainder of the semester, I have been helping my dad
and grandpa on the farm a lot more that I would have in a normal spring. I have spent a bit of
time in tractors working the fields before they are planted, and I have helped dad load the
planter with seed so he can plant. I also have spent plenty of time helping my dad service the
equipment, so they are ready to go in the field. We started the day my dad wanted to start,
and we hope to be finished with all the planting by the second week of May. Prayers for an
easy planting season would be greatly appreciated. This time spent at home has really been a
time of thanksgiving for me. I am starting to realize how much I had missed my family while I
was down in St. Louis. My grandparents are older, and I have noticed the changes that come
with aging. These are special times for me to spend with them and I thank the Lord every day
that I can still visit and hangout with them...at a safe distance of course.

Hannah is still doing great! She is currently doing all her schoolwork online and at home
as well and is looking forward to being back to face-to-face classes next year. We are looking
forward to spending quite a bit of time together this summer and have a packed summer of
weddings to attend. Amongst the many events we will be attending, we greatly look forward
to the wedding of Hannah’s brother, Josh, and sister-in-law, Sarah. They are planning on
getting married the first week of June. It will be a busy couple of years for Hannah and her
family! We have started planning our wedding and look forward to being together sooner
rather than later so we can continue to plan for our special day.
This last week was Call Day at Concordia Seminary. The concluding students received their
first calls into the holy ministry, and even though it was held online, it was a true blessing and
heart warming experience to see where my brothers in Christ will be serving God’s people.
I know people who will be serving different flocks all over the country in New York, Florida,
Washington, Texas, and some close to home in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Iowa. It was also
a neat experience to see the 2nd years receive their assignments for their vicarages. I look
forward to Call Day next year to see where Hannah and I will be serving for our first year of
marriage!
As always, thank you so much for your contribution to the Adopt-A-Student program. This
semester has flown by very fast and much of it has to do with not having to worry about the
financial troubles of tuition. It means so much to both Hannah and me to have a congregation
that cares about us and wants to make sure we come out of school with as little debt as
possible. It is also very touching to have a congregation who keep us in their constant prayers.
We pray that you remain healthy through this time and look forward to hearing from you.
Blessings to you all through the rest of the Easter and Pentecostal season and I will write you
again soon!

God Bless,

Nick Wagenknecht

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 “Rejoice always, pray
without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”

Birthdays in July
Heck
GreyEllen
Jordan
Brenda
Dennis
SmithOgle
Mary
Cubley
Shelley
Thompson
Bridgette Lee
Robert Meyer
Debbie Geroux

July 1
July 3
July 6
July 10
July 21
July 27

Barbara Keyl
Ethan Noffke
Lillian Smith
Cheyenne Thiel
Jesse Jordan
Lorhetta Lawrence
Joyce Coll

July 1
July 4
July 7
July 16
July 22
July 27
July 30

Julia Hagen
July 2
Nancy Kaul
July 6
Cindy Landry July 8
Mary Lowry
July 18
Patrice Lovdahl July 22
Colin Cubley July 29

Anniversaries in July
Brandon & Bridgette Lee

14 yrs

July 10

James & Renee Elledge

36 yrs

July 14

Steve & Lorhetta Lawrence

18 yrs

July 27

Norbert & Trenia Thiel

26 yrs

July 30
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