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Saint John Lutheran Church — Hattiesburg, Mississippi
How Well Do You See?
Ceiling Sanctuary Projectors Enhance Worship
As approved by the BOD at its July meeting, two new projectors have been mounted
from the sanctuary ceiling. Existing funds dedicated to
renovation projects were applied to this effort.
We’ve now solved three problems with the previous,
temporary setup. The single projector that was on the organ
console also shown in the choir members’ eyes, which was
blinding. The single projector was dim for our bright worship
space, and difficult to view from the right side of the church.
The choir had to move to see what was being shown.
The two new projectors are state-of-the-art equipment that
will serve us for many years. Now both sides
of the sanctuary can see equally well the
larger images that are being projected.
The new projectors are permanently
installed and more than twice as bright as
the other projector, which is still very good
and available for use in other parts of the
building. Additionally, a 24" monitor has
been purchased and set up for the choir, so
that they can see what’s being shown without moving or craning their necks to see.
There are a few adjustments that are still
in the works. The altar guild will soon be
moving the special banner on the right to a
new location. We may have to move the
eternal candle slightly to the right as well; we’re going to experiment a little first before
we decide. Eventually, all of the sound and video equipment that is now in the tech closet
in the lobby will be moved to a tech booth within the sanctuary space, as is customary in
all such operations.
We’d like to know what you think! Remember that the Reformation only happened
because of the technological revolution made possible by Gutenberg’s printing press.
The Church has always used images and imagery to convey scriptural truths about God’s
salvation activity in the world. It’s our prayer that this better use of both existing and
emerging technology and practices will serve the Gospel, deepen our discipleship, and
populate heaven for Jesus’ sake.
– John Eric Karle
Surprise the World!
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Warner Boortz & Jerry Frederick

Elder
Fred Songy

August 12 Wayland Johnson & Terry Lovdahl

Serving in August

Music Director
Jason Sims
Altar Care Team
Nancy Kaul and Josie Nwachuku

August 19 Willy Noffke & Ethan Potesta
August 26 Mark Keyl & Ethan Potesta

Facebook Posts — Want to make sure you don't miss any of our Facebook posts? We post
nearly every day, and we want you to stay up to date on what's happening at Saint John
Hattiesburg!
You can prioritize our Facebook page, so you don't miss anything. Here's how: From
your computer, visit our Facebook page 'Saint John Hattiesburg' and click on the middle
box that says "Following." Then select "See First" under "News Feed."
If you're using Facebook on your mobile device, click on the lines in the bottom right
corner. Go to "Settings & Privacy" then "Settings." Scroll to "News Feed Preferences" and
select "Prioritize who to see first." You can choose up to 30 pages and people to see first
when you log into Facebook.
If you have any questions, feel free to email stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com.
Lobby Task Force — A working group or task force is being formed to work through
solutions to the limitations of our present lobby/ narthex/ foyer entrance and propose a
workable solution. This group effort is the recommended next step of the fifteen church
members who participated in the Lobby Inspiration Tour on July 21st. The group will be
accountable to the Pastor and Board of Directors and thus to the congregation for the
fulfillment of its mission to reach new people for the kingdom. We want to be good
stewards of the Saint John Hattiesburg building and grounds as they facilitate
strengthening relationships vertically with God and horizontally with people. If you're
interested in learning more about this or serving these goals with this group, please
speak promptly with Pastor John or BOD Chair Dennis Smith.

— Community Activities —
Back to School Bash — As local children head back to school we would like to send them
on their way with a positive message and experience. Our Bash will be held 6-8pm on
Saturday, August 11th. This event will include games and activities, hamburgers and
hotdogs, a bounce house, firetruck, and more.
What’s Happening? Check out the Events page at www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com

Sixty Days in the Psalms — We are halfway through sixty days
of focused devotional time in preparation for the Christ Hold
Fast – City Event we’re hosting at Saint John Hattiesburg on
Saturday, September 15th. We’re using the book The Sinner/
Saint Devotional: 60 Days in the Psalms as a guide.
We’ve ordered a book for each household, which are
available today for a donation of $15. The book features
various contributors, four of whom will be speaking here in
September (Chad Bird, Cindy Koch, Daniel Emery Price, Jared
C. Wilson). The devotional program begins today with the
book introduction, and then a devotion each day. A reading
guide is included.
You can find out more about the Christ Hold Fast – City Event on September 15th at
http://www.christholdfast.org/hattiesburg

Oktoberfest Team Meeting — Next Sunday, August 19th after worship.
Bratwurst Order Deadline August 19th — Brats cost $34 for a box of 30 (2 packages).
Please sign up on the double wooden doors to order, or call or email the church
office. Brats are delivered the first week of October.

Dig In Sunday School Starts August 12th — Our Dig In Sunday School starts again this
Sunday, August 12th, at 9:15am. We'd love to see your children right away as we begin!
We are looking forward to fun-filled Sundays with crafts, music, and hands on activities.
Dig In Sunday School is designed for children in Kindergarten through Fifth Grade.
We realize that this is sometimes a bit of a stretch for the families that call Saint John
their home church, so we work hard to adapt and include children in the Pre-K age
group as best we can. Our hands-on, active teaching curriculum allows us to do that
better than most traditional, aged-segregated Sunday schools.
We recognize that sometimes it's a challenge to adapt to new and responsive approaches
to children's Sunday school. What we ask is that you work with us, accentuate the
benefits, and attend regularly. In this way the children you love both receive and
contribute the most to the good things going on at Saint John. Consistency is important
in both in learning and discipling processes.
One more thing, since we're using the flexible, adaptive Dig In Sunday school approach, we
can easily welcome your children's friends. Let's see how we can extend the exciting
things God is doing at Saint John by including un-churched friends, and making good
things happen right from the start!
Lutheran Young Adult Corps — On July 22nd, two volunteers with the Lutheran Young
Adult Corps visited the congregation, Laura from Naples and Bekah from Minneapolis.
If you'd like more information, would like to recommend these 10-week summer or
10-month school year volunteer opportunities to someone 18-25 years old, please
visit their website at lcms.org/young-adult-corps, their "Lutheran Young Adult Corps"
Facebook page, or check with office for the email address for Laura from Naples. Thanks
for welcoming and receiving them kindly!

Sunday Morning Discipleship Training
for Youth and Adults
"Seek first the kingdom of God." - Jesus
Our Sunday morning discipleship training for youth,
young adults, middle agers, and old fogies makes a
soft start this Sunday, August 12th at 9:15am.
We'll be enjoying juice, coffee, and encouraging
conversations.
And we'll be watching a 55min video, "Augustine: A Voice
for All Generations." This is the life story of one of the
most influential figures in church history.
The video must start promptly at 9:20am to finish on time;
please arrive by 9:15am.
We want you to come and learn more about this guy
who, like the prodigal son, started in godly home, ran
away to experience what the pagan world had to
offer, and yet (therefore?) was chosen by a gracious
God for great things.

Lobby Expansion Working Group
On Saturday, August 11th the Board of Directors of Saint John Hattiesburg endorsed the
formation of a Lobby Expansion
Working Group. This is the result and
recommendation of the fifteen church
members who met on July 21st to
examine our existing lobby (narthex,
foyer) function and the main entrance
to the sanctuary and offices through
the north, red door.
The principle issues are the
general lack of updated, comfortable
gathering space, the lack of light and
visibility into and out of the building,
and the “garage/service entrance” feel
of the way that the majority of people
come and go from the building on
Sunday mornings.
During the Lobby Inspiration Tour on July 21st, we noted how Westminster Presbyterian
had more than doubled their narthex/lobby space in the rebuilding after the 2013 tornado,
without changing their outside walls or ceiling. We also noted how the three hotels we
visited all used light, flooring, and seating to mark passageways and resting areas, how
they all had generous amounts of glass windows and doors, and how generally appealing
their lobby areas had been designed. We want some of the same things for Saint John and
our guests.
The BOD action to establish a working group sets purpose and parameters for the work
to proceed, with accountability to the pastor, the Board, and the congregation as is fitting.
Questions are welcomed by Pastor Karle and BOD Chair Dennis Smith.

Young Children’s Playground Eagle Scout Project
Nears Completion
What child doesn’t delight in a playground!
We couldn’t be more thrilled that this long-desired and until now unfulfilled dream is
taking such great and promising shape! What we’re demonstrating to members and
guests alike is that children are a priority in this congregation, and that we will do
what’s necessary with what we’ve been given to build a welcoming, attractive place
to learn, worship, and yes, play.
Relationships are fundamental to
the body of Christ. We’re not
just interchangeable parts, like
in a car, or a toy. We’re
connected to each other, by
God’s design. But since sin
infects us all, learning and
strengthening these healthy,
connecting relationships can
be tough. We have to learn
how to relate well to others.
Creative, free play has a
fundamental role in learning,
trying out, and restoring
(forgiveness) such relationships. Social play is one of the settings where we learn
that others exist, besides ourselves, where we learn to converse to express our
own needs, and then hear and respect the needs of others. Play is creative,
healthy, and healing.
These are the kinds of things we’re working toward in partnering with Colin Cubley to
help him achieve the rank of Eagle Scout with the Boy Scouts of America. Along
the way, other boys scouts and their parents have worked on this project at Saint
John Hattiesburg. Thrivent Financial has provided activity funding for meals and
refreshments. Ellen Heck, construction management guru, and Cameron Karle,
construction management student, have contributed their talents to those shared
by many others. We’re all working together to achieve a greater good!
Funding for the project was secured and estimated at $7000. Not all the bills are in
yet; it’s going to be close. We may have to ask for some more contributions. When
it’s done it will include a picnic table or bench, a bike rack, a permanent basketball
goal to replace the temporary one that has served its time, organic fall material
around the playground equipment, and an excellent, professionally-installed black
metal fence.
This young children’s playground and all these extra things are not only for the
congregation’s members and friends, but also for our neighbors. Over $2000 in
funding for the project has come from neighbors and folks outside the
congregation.

Playground Continued
We are establishing simple, easy to follow rules and policies for use of the playground.
For example, on Sunday mornings, the playground is closed until after the candle
light is carried through the entrance doors of the sanctuary. The playground is also
closed at dusk (when the streetlights come on, as mama used to say) until dawn.
These rules will be posted for all to see.
We’re glad that the playground will have the shade of the Oak Tree as an umbrella of
protection from the hot Mississippi summers. We made a conscious choice to
locate the playground in a protected area where it has high visibility, yet the children
don’t have to cross the path of cars to get to it, because safety is really important.
Further, in the near future, we want to find a way to access the playground directly
from the building through what is now a conference room (formerly the nursery), the
same space that we’re anticipating will become part of an enlarged lobby for the
congregation. This direct access will mean that children won’t have to exit the
building to enter the playground, which thereby increases safety.
Two more items: We’ve designed this as a “young children’s” playground. This means
it’s principally for toddlers (with adult supervision) to about fifth graders. (Though
sometimes, if you can’t find the pastor, he might be found there, too!). Also this: It’s
important for safety reasons that the swings be used facing the tree trunk, rather
than facing the sanctuary (more landing zone room when jumping from the swings).
As always, playgrounds are ‘use at your own risk’ kinds of adventures.
Outstanding and repeated thanks are due to all who have helped with this project...
those who have given generously of funds, including the designation of memorial
and 70th anniversary thankoffering gifts; those who have helped with planning,
governance, and supervision; to the Boy Scouts and especially to Colin Cubley; to
Ellen Heck,
Bob Cubley, and
Mary Cubley; to
all the other
volunteers who
have sweated
together; to all
the encouragers
and well-wishers
and those who
see God’s big
picture of
welcoming little
children, to
whom the kingdom of Christ
also belongs.
This is God’s
amazing grace!

What is Oktoberfest?
Oktoberfest is the world’s largest folk festival held annually in Munich,
Germany. It began in 1810 when Bavaria’s Crown Prince Ludwig married
Theresa of Saxony. The townsfolk held a party in a
large field outside the city to celebrate and it was
so popular they held it again a year later. The
same field has hosted the festival ever since and
came to be named “Theresienwiese,” or “Theresa’s
Meadow” in English. The rest, as they say, is
history. It is, without a doubt, the largest festival in
the world. It regularly draws over six million people through its sixteen day run.
Although called Oktoberfest and originally
beginning on October 12th, the festival date was changed to September in 1872
to take advantage of better weather. To determine when the festival begins in
any year find the first Sunday in October and count back fifteen days to the
starting Saturday.
For many people, the only reason for the festival is beer, but drinking is not the
only thing to do at Oktoberfest. The Oktoberfest grounds are over 100 acres
and host a dazzling array of “bier” tents, food stands, carnival rides, games and
more. Many families enjoy taking the children to Oktoberfest and, in fact,
Tuesdays at the festival are family days with
reduced food, beer, and ride prices.
That is the background for the festival we celebrate at Saint John. However, our
emphasis is not on beer but rather on mission work and spreading the love of
Jesus throughout Hattiesburg and the world beyond. Our festival is held on the
first Saturday in October, which this year is October 6th. It is a lot of work and
requires all hands on deck. To help, sign up on the big white volunteer boards,
attend the team meetings, and join us on preparation days. We always need
help preparing the food, baking for the delicatessen, donating items for the
silent auction, setting up, and cleaning up. There is a spot for your talent!

Oktoberfest “Whimsical Rainbow Quilt”
The Oktoberfest quilt will be raffled at 4pm on Saturday,
October 6th. Each family has an envelope containing 10
tickets in their foyer mailbox. The Kaffee Klatsch asks for
your help in selling tickets to the raffle. Tickets are $2
each. Turn in money and stubs by Sunday, September
30th. Please see Darlene Boortz, Debbie Frederick, or
Chris Noffke for more tickets or to turn in money and
ticket stubs. Thank you for your help!

OKTOBERFEST Is for Everyone
40th Annual Oktoberfest
Saturday, October 6th, 11am to 4pm
Oktoberfest at Saint John Hattiesburg brings together some of the most important
values of the congregation. It’s inclusive of the whole congregation; we believe
everyone can enjoy the camaraderie of shared preparation tasks, working shoulder
to shoulder on Oktoberfest day, and including newcomers to the congregation
and friends in the community.
Oktoberfest is hospitality toward the community; we believe that the best
celebrations are those that heartily welcome friends and strangers. We want to
throw open the Biergarten gates and sit a spell with good food and brew, to catch
up on where the time has gone, and to tell a few tall tales. Laughter shared is
friendship doubled!
Oktoberfest is mission; we believe that we’re on this earth and a part of this
neighborhood, this community, and this city for greater purposes than the mere
enjoyment of life. We give back by pouring into the lives of others around us, by
extending God’s blessing to those in need, by sharing tasks and making room for
new people, by providing financially for worthy efforts in our region and around
the world.
At Saint John Hattiesburg, Oktoberfest is for everyone! Let’s come together, find a
place to help, and raise a toast to friends old and new!

The Origin of Our OKTOBERFEST
Our Saint John Oktoberfest began as a congregational potluck 40 years ago. Friends
were invited and after a couple of years it was opened to the public. We now serve
nearly 1400 plates of German potato salad, sauerkraut, and brats or wieners.
Homemade German and traditional mustard, breads, and desserts will be sold in
our Delicatessen. We also sell homemade crafts in our Craft Room. In order to
make this event a success, we need lots of donations and help from our
congregation and friends.
The proceeds from this event are used to fulfill our mission goal as a congregation.
We support many local and some overseas organizations. Mark the week of
September 25 on your calendar as there are preparation activities every day!
Please get involved and find out what great friends you have here at Saint John.

As in previous years we will need donations for the following:
Deli Room — Make baked items such as: sweet & yeast breads, cakes, bars and
cookies. Contact: Donna Blair @ 601-550-3760.
Saint John’s Attic—Quality resale items. Contact: Ray &Evelyn Rutledge @ 601.497.2120.
Silent Auction — Donated or solicited items. Contact: Pat Potesta @ 601-297-2704.
Arts and Crafts Outside Vendors — Contact: Cheryl Emmons @ 601.818.7583.

New Countertops for Fellowship Hall Kitchen
New granite countertops were professionally installed in the fellowship hall kitchen
the first week of August. The previous laminated countertops had served for 28
years, since the construction of the building. They had been repaired many times.
To save money, the demolition work was done
by a number of congregation members.
Along the way all of the lower cabinets were
emptied and their contents culled of
mismatched, broken, and excess pieces.
Outdated and faulty cabinet door knobs and
pulls were replaced, new drawer liner
installed, and the existing stainless steel
sinks and faucets cleaned and replaced.

The 3 centimeter granite came with a 25-year rated penetrating sealant, which was
additionally sealed by the
installers. The timing of the
work was arranged during free
time before Oktoberfest
mustard preparations begin on
Monday, August 20th. We’re
looking forward to the resilient
surface that granite provides
for all the busy tasks before us
this fall.
We’re tremendously thankful to
the Kaffee Klatsch group and
helpful church members for
making this project happen.
They did the research, made
the arrangements, managed
the demolition, supervised, cleaned, put things back, and paid for the whole
project. The kitchen looks amazing!

From the Altar Guild
Spiritual DNA
The Lord’s Prayer begins with the words “Our Father.” Those two words describe our relationship to God and to each other. We can define ourselves through those two words
as sons and daughters. We are all created by and loved by Our Father, which makes
us all brothers and sisters in the truest sense of the word.
Armed with this truth, we can pray with open minds and unlimited love for the peace,
health, safety, and goodness for all our brothers and sisters. Holding others in prayer is
a powerful, sacred process. And, it is a double blessing! As we lift others up in prayer,
we are attuned to Our Father and declare our trust and faith in Him.
I am enriched when I meditate on the following scripture:
And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up.
And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to
one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a
righteous person has great power as it is working. James 5:15-16
Healing and forgiveness envelop those being prayed for and those who are doing the
praying. Here’s that beautiful hidden nugget: “And if he has committed sins, he will be
forgiven.” Who hasn’t committed sins? Our prayers for others (and for ourselves) typically focus on a specific need, but as we pray, forgiveness—that healing power of being
forgiven—wraps the one praying and the one being prayed for in a blanket of supportive love and healing.
Personally, I have to embrace again and again the knowledge of being forgiven. Evil and
negative forces trend on invading my peaceful, inner sanctuary. Focusing on scriptures
such as the one noted above, which is listening to God’s Word, receiving Holy Communion, taking to heart the liturgy of worship each week, and continuing a practice of
prayer each day help me overcome those negative forces and solidify that I am a forgiven child of God. You are too!
Mark your Calendars
The Altar Guild will hold its annual meeting Saturday, September 22nd at 10:00am in the
Sanctuary.
Food for Thought
My prayers expand beyond mere words spoken to God.

Chris Keiper
Altar Guild Chair

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
LWML MITES collected on Sunday, July 1st totaled $76.50. Thank you again for your
continued prayers and support of the mission grants selected in convention at the
Gulf States District and National LWML.
Saint John LWML does not hold business meetings during the summer months, but
continue to serve the Lord at every opportunity. On June 23rd, members and
friends provided food and served a light lunch for the family and friends of Trellis
Green, long time member of Saint John Lutheran, after his memorial service. The
family expressed their appreciation for the love shared by our congregation during
this time of loss.
On Sunday, July 8th, LWML members hosted a punch and cookies reception after the
worship service for the Stinnett family, missionaries on furlough from Ethiopia.
What a wonderful witness they are in the mission field of the world!
On Saturday, July 14th, twenty-five members and friends met for the annual Summer
Luncheon at Cotton Blues restaurant. What a great afternoon of good food and
fellowship! Thank you especially to Brenda Hesselgrave for coordinating and
calling members and friends. I think everyone present had a great time!
Coming Sunday, September 2nd, LWML will resume our regular business meetings
immediately following the worship service. All women are welcome and invited!
Watch church bulletins for more information as date approaches. Coming up in
October, the Magnolia Zone LWML will meet for the Fall Rally at the Lutheran
Church of the Good Shepherd in Biloxi. Plans for the national convention in
Mobile, Alabama, June 2019, is the main agenda for this meeting. I'm hoping that
Saint John Lutheran LWML will bring a large group to this event. Watch for more
details as date approaches.
Coming in the next few months, plans for "work/prepare" days for the annual
Oktoberfest at Saint John Hattiesburg. I can just see the pounds of potatoes to
be peeled, apple strudels to roll out and bake, etc. This is a wonderful mission
of our congregation and both men and women share their gifts in this work of
love. It will be here before you know it!
UNTIL NEXT TIME . . . Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!

-Shirley Thone
President LWML

It’s time to order Brats!
If you would like to order Bratwurst, the cost is
$34 for a box of 30 Brats (2 pkgs).
Orders must be placed and money received
by Sunday, August 19th and will be delivered

The View from the Chair
Although we are in the middle of summer, and the pace of life may slow a little for some,
Saint John Hattiesburg is definitely on the move. Ministry efforts of late include two terrific
wedding ceremonies, an uplifting memorial service celebrating a life well-lived, and a long
-desired playground on the church campus that is well on the way to completion. Our
church family in involved in caring for each other, and caring for new souls that we meet in
our daily lives as well. I am very proud of our growing
ministry life, and needed to share that with all of you.
At a recent elders meeting, Pastor Karle shared with us an
interesting piece written by Nathan Kirkpatrick. In the
article Mr. Kirkpatrick shares his views on the struggles
of small congregations today with relevance, and that
the investment of time, resources, and effort may be
too little and too late to maintain or grow. Simply put,
“We’re losing the churches on the margins. We aren’t
doing enough for them.” He goes on to speak of the model of ministry that makes
churches fail year after year. I know it sounds very “doomsday” but I can say the article is
very thought provoking. If you are interested in reading more, ask Pastor John or myself
for a copy. I am sure we can provide one for you.
One of our congregation’s ministry efforts that you are just starting to hear about is the
September 15th Christ Hold Fast —City Event, hosted by Saint John. There will be six
featured speakers joining with us to create community around the good news that Christ
died for you. I urge you to set aside the whole day of September 15th for you and your
family, friends, and neighbors to attend. You will hear much more on this special event as
we get closer, but plan to attend, celebrate, and learn.

The Board of Directors meeting Saturday the 7th of July approved a request by the Kaffee
Klatsch to resurface the kitchen counter tops and back splash areas in granite. This effort
hopes to be completed in time for Octoberfest food preparation, and will certainly
upgrade the appearance of the kitchen. Thank you folks for a great idea, and generous
gifts. The Board of Directors also looked hard at our year to date financial picture as it
appears right now. There are valid concerns as we look and pray and think about where
we are, and where we want to be. Blessings to All!

Birthdays in August
Brandon Lee

Aug 4

Josie Nwachuku

Aug 4

Ellen Heck

Ted Meyer

Aug 11

Evelyn Bentley

Aug 12

Brenda Ogle

Eartha Dear

Aug 12

Helen Hollingsworth Aug 14

Mary Cubley

Bailey Walters Aug 14
Terry Jordan

Dean Weaver

Aug 23

Aug 29

Anniversaries in August
Terry and Patrice Lovdahl, 39 years

August 11

Richard and Julie Radavich, 53 years

August 21

Andrew and Laura Johnson, 9 years

August 22

Irvin and Sheila Curry, 50 years

August 30
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