Good News

August 2020

Saint John Lutheran Church — Hattiesburg, Mississippi
Church after COVID
I was driving to Natchitoches when I got the call the afternoon of Wednesday, March 11 th.
“Hattiesburg has its first case of COVID-19,” reported Mayor Toby Barker. By evening on Friday
the 13th, the State of Louisiana was shuttering schools. So it began this COVID experience.
Our worship attendance that Sunday, March 15th, was down by twenty people, the last time
we worshiped together onsite, in-person until this past Sunday, July 26th. Life has changed so
dramatically in the past four months!
We know that Church (all the things pertaining to being a disciple of Jesus, following him,
studying his word, loving our neighbor, divine worship) will not be the same going forward. It
cannot be. This is painful as we lose some of what is familiar and comfortable to us.
It’s also a time for innovation, experimentation, and new things. It’s “like a scribe who brings
forth from his treasure the old and the new,” to quote Jesus from last Sunday’s Gospel (Matthew
13:52).
Derek Allen is a pastor in Mobile, Alabama. In a July 13, 2020 article on ChurchLeaders.com
he wrote about three changes he sees on the horizon for Church after COVID. Here are his three
points and my comments:
1. We can’t go back. After COVID, we won’t be able to return to the old normal. Not just in
how we interact spatially with others, though I’m longing for a time when we can safely hug each
other again. COVID has accelerated the cultural changes that were already underway. It’s time to
figure out how to be the Church in fresh, impactful ways.
2. This is going to be a two-year process. Recovering from COVID – medically,
economically, politically, educationally, and certainly spiritually – is going to be at least a two-year
process, probably longer in some cases. God’s in this for the long haul... and he redeems his
people with resilience and perseverance for the long haul. We’re learning about this in our
Wednesday morning Acts study on hardship, suffering, and sacrifice in the lives of Jesus’ first
disciples. God uses persecutions and pandemics to work his good in the Church, to advance and
increase his kingdom among his people.
3. The metrics have changed. From the first Sunday that our worship was online-only, this
simple metric (how we count worship attendance) changed. More than that, we’re rethinking what it
means to be a disciple and follower of Jesus. Without the prominence of ‘Sunday morning together
in the same place’ in our definition, what does it mean to grow in daily discipleship, to disciple
others, to follow Jesus in our homes and families, our work-places, learning-places, health-places,
and play-places?
It’s way to early to think that we’ve got the final answers to these questions. But these are the
things we need to keep in mind as we ask pertinent questions and seek answers that bear fruit for
the kingdom and bring glory to the Father (John 15:8, 11-12). May we walk together in joyful trust,
love, and courage as we become a new Church for a new day!

– John Eric Karle
Exploring. Equipping. Encouraging.
Ephesians 4:11-16
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Online Giving — Online giving is available to
members and friends of Saint John via the
'Give' tab on our webpage. Thank you for
supporting our work together in Jesus' name.
Campus Mission —
Welcome all college
CAMPUS MISSION students! We're glad
you're here. Please check
in with Pastor John (or text/call at
318.332.3352).

LUTHERAN

Live Streaming of Worship Services — www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.
Eternal Candle — Sponsors available for August. Sponsorship is $15.
Altar Flowers — Sponsors available for August 9th and 16th.
Get Your Bratwurst — Full case (2 packages, 30 Brats) for $35. 1/2 case (one package, 15
Brats) for $17.50. Starter pack of 4 Brats for $5. Contact the church office at 601.583.4898.

Dig In Sunday School — Tentatively resumes Sunday, September 6th at 9:15am.

Study Books for Sale: Great for while sheltering in place!
Woman: The Forgotten Story For any woman, identity is important. The question,
“Who am I?” will haunt her every decision. Discover again the old story of a beautiful
identity, a story of love and sacrifice. The story offers incredible comfort, gives guidance,
and teachers everyone who listens a wisdom that saves lives. Cost is $15.
The Sinner/Saint Devotional 06 ۰Days in the Psalms A 60 day devotional that explores
the book of Psalms to help us reevaluate our views on prayer, the law, the gospel, and
the psalms. Cost is $15.
Lutheran Study Bibles — We have five regular size print Lutheran Study Bibles available for
purchase for $50 each. These resourceful ESV translations with extensive study notes may
be viewed in the church office. Larger print versions of the Lutheran Study Bible are $59.
Couples Devotional Book — We're encouraging all those who are married (or engaged) to
purchase the year of daily devotions by Timothy and Kathy Keller. The devotional is titled
The Meaning of Marriage: A Couple's Devotional and is based on their earlier book with a
similar title. Cost is $15.
Young Couples Bible Study — We are studying Broken: 7 "Christian" Rules That Every
Christian Ought to Break as Often as Possible by Jonathan Fisk. You can check it out
at https://tinyurl.com/yea5r50a. If you are interested please contact Christopher
Longman at 601.466.0103 or Dewey Case at 601.297.7953. Book cost is $20.

Zoom Online Bible Study — Wednesdays at 16:62am
"The Word of the Lord Grows"
We're pressing into the current moment with an online Bible study on Wednesdays, at
10:02am using the Zoom group meeting platform. You can participate if you have a
computer that includes a working camera, speakers, and microphone, or if you have a
smart phone. We'll be glad to coach you so that you can participate. This is a new skills
building time for all of us!
We are studying the Acts of the Apostles under the theme: "The Word of the Lord Grows"
from Acts 6:7. We are paying particular attention to the challenges faced by the early
Church and the place of suffering and persecution in the life of the first believers.

If you would like some help figuring out how to make things work for you, please text or
call John Karle (318.332.3352) by Tuesday at noon. Sometimes it takes a while to work
out the kinks, and it's better to do a trial run ahead of time.
Note: The secure link for the Zoom meeting will be accessible only through (1) a Bible study
announcement email, (2) the Saint John Hattiesburg Mission Partners Facebook Group,
or (3) a separate individual communication. Let John Karle know if you have questions.
This first online study will help us break ground (habits, skills, discipline, devotion) for a
second online study to begin at a later date. Along the way we'll evaluate and make
adjustments to our time of online meeting as seems best, including avoiding any
unnecessary conflict when our Wednesday morning West Hattiesburg study group
restarts.

OCTOBERFEST 2626 POSTPONED
The Oktoberfest Committee voted to postpone the celebration for this year and will
look forward to 2021. The decision was ratified by the Board of Directors. A
major concern was voiced on our ability to continue the funding of our missions
for this year. The committee is preparing an alternative event that will go back to
the congregational beginnings of our Oktoberfest and provide the opportunity
for giving to the Oktoberfest mission fund. Should you have any ideas of what
that could look like, please feel free to share
them with the Committee by contacting
Mark Keyl. Thank you for your continuing
support of our missions.
Yours in Christ,
Oktoberfest Committee

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
LWML Mites collected on July 5, 2020, totaled $90.00. Praise God! Thank you for continued
prayers and support of the mission grants selected in Convention by the Gulf States District and
National LWML. Mites will be collected next on Sunday, August 2, 2020, at church. If you are
unable to attend worship, please make your checks out to Saint John Lutheran LWML and mail
directly to Christina Noffke at 108 Ramblewood Drive, Hattiesburg, MS 39402.
During the past months, with the Coronavirus isolating us from our sisters in Christ, I have been
reaching out for input on how they are serving the Lord in their societies. I'm encouraged to say
they are sharing the Gospel by making masks, telephoning elderly members, running errands for
shut-ins, sending cards to the sick, and, most of all, lifting each other up in prayer. I know that
many of you are doing some of these same things - trusting God for His help in sharing the Love
of Jesus here in Hattiesburg.
Saint John LWML was scheduled to host the Magnolia Zone Fall Rally, but along with many other
plans, had to be postponed. This Rally is important to finalize plans for the National Convention
in Lexington, Kentucky, scheduled for June 24-27, 2021. Also, the Gulf States District has
scheduled a Ladies Retreat in Foley, Alabama, on January 29-31, 2021. If anyone is interested
in attending, please contact me for details, on registration, etc. Members would be staying at
the Towne Place Suites by Marriott in Foley, and the Bible study sessions, etc. would be held
at Camp Dixie. Donna (Pyle) Snow will be leading the Bible study, "The Wellspring of Life",
based on Psalm 42:1-2. I know that God will work this all out according to His Will. I hope to
be sharing more information on these events in the next few months.
God's word "Rejoice in the Lord Always" (Philippians 4:4) reminds us how much God loves us
during these trying times. When we hear the voices of little children singing "I've got the Joy",
"Jesus Loves Me", or "This is the day the Lord has Made", we should be overflowing with that
same joy! How God has blessed us with His love!!!.

UNTIL NEXT TIME. . . . . “Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!”

-Shirley Thone
President LWML

People Relocating with Thanksgiving and Blessing
Gabby has accepted a job in Jackson, MS and has moved in with family in that area.
John and Sylvia Ruppel are relocating to Memphis, TN in order to be closer to family.

From the Altar Guild
Altar Guild Meeting – mark your calendars
Date and time: September 19, 2020 at 10:00am
Face-to-Face or Zoom? Stay tuned.
Joy
True joy comes from trusting God. It is the fruit of our spiritual practice and the awareness that
we are more than our physical selves and the sum of our experiences. Joy does not depend upon the
variables of wealth, circumstances, or possessions. Rather, it comes from a consciousness that creates
fertile ground from which joy may grow.
A moment of joy:
Pause for a moment. Imagine a fountain. The pattern of falling water is captivating; it is beautiful.
Become still and listen. The flowing water makes a soothing, rhythmic sound—it is lovely music. The
sunlight glistens on each water droplet. Watch as they fall into a radiating pattern in the pool below.
Become still and listen.
When you become still and listen, when you relax and are receptive, joy can spring up in you.
As a fountain flows with soothing sounds and beautiful, radiating patterns, so will your joy flow forth from
you. Through the Word, Jesus speaks to us so that His joy may be in us, and that our joy may be full
(John 15:11, paraphrased).
Worship: information, thoughts, and reflections on how, why, and where we worship.
We express our joy, reverence, and identity as Christians in various actions as well as with words.
Just as God embodied his grace in Jesus, God also made us embodied creatures. We are made of flesh
and blood, and God gave us five senses and a “rainbow” of emotions. God relates to us - and we relate
to God - in actions as well as words.
Certain actions are filled with meaning for Christians. They symbolize our reverence and our faith;
they are enacted prayer. We stand in worship to give honor to the risen Christ who is in our midst. We
kneel to express our humility in the presence of God.
Making the sign of the cross is an action that reminds us of our Baptism. Since at least the second
century, Christians have made the sign of the cross as a remembrance that in Holy Baptism, God makes
us his own children forever. Yes, forever. The sign of the cross is a symbol of our salvation, a reminder
that on the cross, Christ has consecrated our whole selves: minds, hearts, and actions.
More on expressing our joy, reverence, and identity as Christians through actions next month.
Joy to the World!

Christina Keiper
Altar Guild Chair

From The Chair —

APART
TOGETHER
We Are Family

By Dennis Smith, Board of Direction Chair
Many times over the last few months, we have heard or seen the sentiment “Together
we will get through this,” or similar words. They are intended to lift and encourage
us, to help us understand that we are not alone. We may feel lonely, but we are not
alone. One of the many life lessons I have learned is that I am
NEVER alone. Sometimes I don’t feel together. Sometimes I
lose track of where I am. But God has promised that He is
with me. ALWAYS!
As a part of the fellowship of Jesus, that promise is fleshed out;
it is expanded... not just in my heart, but deep in my soul.
This happens because of GRACE, exhibited through you
and others. Most certainly the others include our Saint John
family, and more than that, our world contributes as well.
How often does the news lift and support us with positive,
inspirational documentation that God’s Grace abounds?
Maybe not enough or often enough, but it is there and my heart lifts when I
experience the good in other folks. Not so much for me, but for all of us.
Please take more than a moment to praise and thank our God for His Grace! I believe
the more we experience, witness, and practice His love, that:
APART TOGETHER WE ARE FAMILY

Fresh Hope Online Group — Fresh Hope is a peer-led support group for those with mental
illness. There are no restrictions…anyone struggling from mental health, or a loved one of
someone who is, can join this group, which provides God’s fresh hope for
daily living.
There will be an online meeting of this group on Wednesday, August 5th at 6pm. For
more information on the meeting, please email Gil Emmons at
madeofclay2020@gmail.com.
For more information about the group, please see the letter in the July newsletter, visit
www.freshhope.us, or search on YouTube for, “Romans Road Channel”.

Technology Upgrades
Here's an update on what we're planning and how you can help.
First: Last Sunday we announced a significant upgrade to our worship cameras and
other components we use for livestreaming from the sanctuary. We're purchasing three
new Panasonic camcorders for various views of the sanctuary. One will have a wide view of
the space, from the back right corner to the front left corner. One will have a tighter view
of the front chancel area than we have with our presence single camera. One will have a
close-up view of the pulpit. We're also purchasing a four-channel video splitter device that
will livestream directly to YouTube and Facebook, reducing the computing burden on our
technology computer and increasing our functionality dramatically. The cost is between
$2,200 and $2,500. We should have this project complete within the next two weeks.
Second: We're working on installing speakers in the lobby, the circle drive portico
outside, and the bell tower portico outside. Our intention is to provide walk-up music
before worship and to provide sanctuary sound in the lobby during worship. The cost is
$500 to $1000. We should have this project complete within the next four weeks.
Third: The need for these upgrades was made clear by COVID, and so were not
included in our 2020 operating budget. We're asking folks that have the resources and
willingness if they will give a lagniappe offering to help cover the costs of these projects.
Any funds received over the need will be used for other technology upgrades or reducing
lobby renovation debt. Donations may be made via check in the offering plate or mailbox.
Please clearly indicate "technology" on the memo line or envelope. Donations are also
easy online at the church website. Click on the 'Give' button. On the donation page, mark
the donation as a memorial offering and put "technology" in the blank for the person's
name. Thanks!

Church Office Update — Congratulations to Gabby, who began a new full-time position
with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Mississippi. The new employment in Jackson means that
she has also moved there and is living with family. She’ll continue for the time being to
work remotely on church office things like bulletin and newsletter preparation and
other office/organizational tasks that can be accomplished remotely. When we restart
onsite Sunday school, she’s planning to travel to Hattiesburg for Sunday mornings.
Others are helping with office tasks that cannot be accomplished remotely.

Wisdom, Discernment, Prayer, and Courage

What does it mean that Pastor Karle has received a "Call"?
In our common usage in the Lutheran Church, a "Call" may be partly understood as a
kind of job offer extended by a congregation or ministry to an individual. Sometimes it
is described as a "Divine Call" because the invitation to partner together in the Gospel is
issued by a fellowship of believers who have entered a process of discernment about who
they are, their present setting and context, their mission in the name of Jesus, and who
might be a good fit as a leader of that mission together.
This process is meant to seek God's will for a relatively specific endeavor. It is meant to
include reasonable wisdom, spiritual discernment, and prayerful seeking God's presence,
provision, and direction. In our tradition the context is usually as pastor-shepherd of a
congregation, a teacher at a church school, a director of Christian education, a deacon,
a deaconess, or another servant-leadership role. This is the process that Saint John
Hattiesburg used in 2013 when it called John Karle to be their pastor. Usually the process
of discernment lasts about six weeks... sometimes more, sometimes less.
In July Pastor Karle received a Call to lead the campus mission at Texas A&M University
in College Station. In some ways the campus mission is very similar to Saint John
Hattiesburg. In other ways it is quite different. In the coming weeks Pastor Karle will
explore and examine the context, history, mindset, and trajectory of the campus ministry.
It will include conversations with lots of people who influence and advise the ministry
there. It will include significant, deep conversations with Jennifer and other family
members who would be impacted by and share in the ministry in the new place. It's
meant to be a thoughtful, reasonable, spiritual time of wisdom, discernment, prayer, and
courage.
In the Church, the process of extending a Call or job offer is handled quite differently than
in many other places, notably the business world. Because our life together as followers of
Jesus in his mission is relational at every level, when the leader receives a Call to another
place, that information is shared with the fellowship, who are trustingly invited into the
process of discernment, particularly through their prayers and meaningful conversations.
In no way is this a manipulative process, but rather one that seeks what God seeks, looks
for discovery, covets compassionate understanding, and moves forward in confidence in
God's gracious provision, because he is Lord of the whole Church.
The prayers include courage (the root word references one's heart) because the decision is
usually quite difficult, and we need divine courage for difficult things with often unknown
outcomes. We need courage because the Church is primarily relational, not transactional.
Leaving a place often involves significant relational pain, which may also be the case in
staying. Thus, our prayer for courage... for worker and family involved, for the calling
congregation/ministry, and for the local congregation/ministry.

Whether we accept the Call to Texas A&M or continue with our Call to Saint John
Hattiesburg, Jennifer and I want you to know how much we both love this congregation
and the nurturing friendships we've made in this place. We have never doubted your
love and concern for either of us or for our family, your compassionate understanding
and support when our plans didn't turn out the way we thought they would, and your
patience with us in our non-traditional approach to living and working remotely.
Please join us with your prayers in the coming weeks as we seek wisdom, discernment,
and courage from God our Father, in view of our life together active in Jesus' ongoing
mission, and by the undeniable aid of the Holy Spirit. Reach out to us with your questions,
concerns, and encouragement. Clarify anything that is opaque or uncertain. Seek first
God's kingdom. Thank you.

Birthdays in August
Heck
IsaacEllen
Jiminez
Aug 2
JohnBrenda
RuppelOgle Aug 4
Mary
Cubley Aug 12
Evelyn
Bentley
Dean Weaver

Brandon Lee
Naomi Jiminez
Helen Hollingsworth
Aug 23

Aug 4
Josie Nwachuku
Aug 8
Ted Meyer
Aug 14
Bailey Walters
Terry Jordan
Aug 29

Aug 4
Aug 11
Aug 14

Anniversaries in August
Terry & Patrice Lovdahl

41 years

Aug 11

Richard & Julie Radavich

55 years

Aug 21

Irvin & Shelia Curry

52 years

Aug 30
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