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Good News

Disappointing Nostalgia
When I was growing up, my grandparents subscribed to a magazine called Reminisce. It was
filled with beautiful pictures of farm life and the outdoors. Everything was crisp, clean, and
ideal. Even on the farms!
I do a fair amount of reminiscing myself, which is perhaps made easier because my childhood
and young adult life was fairly idealistic... filled with good experiences, adventurous
playtime, lots of possibilities, and the best that life could offer.
The church of my childhood – Saint Paul Lutheran in McAllen, Texas – with its parochial
school, soaring architecture, choirs and pipe organ, and gifted faculty and pastors, was an
inspiration. It still is.
And yet there is a maturity that comes through hardship. Idealistic childhoods are tempered
by the deaths of friends’ siblings and then one’s own sibling. A cousin’s parents decide for
divorce, and worlds come crashing down. One bright January morning in college the
Challenger space shuttle blows up while walking to PE class (which was on a golf course,
no less).
There is a reminiscence, a nostalgia that lodges in our hearts that does battle with the way
things were and the reality of the way things are today. It’s a disappointment with the
present because we have fallen in love so much with the past. We struggle to deal with
the present so much that we’re left debilitated; we’re unable to find our way forward when
it counts the most, which is ‘right now.’ It’s a debilitating, disappointing nostalgia.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote about this in 1939 in his spiritual guide titled Life Together:
“Those who love their dream of a Christian community more than they love the
Christian community itself become destroyers of that Christian community even though
their personal intentions may be ever so honest, earnest, and sacrificial. God hates
this wishful dreaming because it makes the dreamer proud and pretentious. Those
who dream of this idolized community demand that it be fulfilled by God, by others and
by themselves. They enter the community of Christians with their demands set up by
their own law, and judge one another and God accordingly. It is not we who build.
Christ builds the church. Whoever is mindful to build the church is surely well on the
way to destroying it, for he will build a temple to idols without wishing or knowing it. We
must confess he builds. We must proclaim, he builds. We must pray to him, and he will
build. We do not know his plan. We cannot see whether he is building or pulling down.
It may be that the times which by human standards are the times of collapse are for
him the great times of construction. It may be that the times which from a human point
are great times for the church are times when it’s pulled down. It is a great comfort
which Jesus gives to his church. You confess, preach, bear witness to me, and I alone
will build where it pleases me. Do not meddle in what is not your providence. Do what
is given to you, and do it well, and you will have done enough.”

I confess that I’ve been sharply disappointed in myself and others when our love for the past
way of doing church – even our precious childhood experiences – become in adulthood
childish ways of relating to and sometimes ultimately rejecting God’s calling on our lives
lived in the ‘here and now’ reality of the 21 st century Church.
Do you doubt this? Read again and figure out that first sentence from Bonhoeffer.
When this happens, God’s mission is reduced or thwarted by our nostalgia. Those who are far
from him (whom we’re called to reach) are left seemingly abandoned by us, because
we’re the ones stuck in the past and refusing to walk by faith. We love our past (methods,
experiences) more than we love our neighbors.
Frankly, it’s time to turn the tables. It’s time for us (rather) to disappoint nostalgia, by stepping
beyond our own preferences, even though they’ve nurtured us well in the past. It’s time to
listen more carefully to what the younger and newer among us are saying. It’s time to
seek out those who are different from us, because there’s no longer any denying they’re
missing from our table. It’s time for us to listen for the questions and wait in silence for
answers from outside of us, instead of rushing to fill the space with our nostalgic
paragraphs.
This is not mere passivity; it’s active restraint for the sake of the mission, out of loving
obedience to Jesus, and good will to all our neighbors. I’m hardly suggesting this is going
to be easy. It will in all likelihood be the most difficult, and in some sense perhaps
discouraging work that we’ve done.
It is good for us to remember that it is not our church... rigid, fixed, unchanging. But Christ’s
Church... able, Spirited, dynamic. As Christ ‘hear and now’ builds his Church of the ‘hear
and heard’, it will be a beautiful thing because he is in the midst of it with his cross. And
even the angels in heaven will sing: Glory to God in the highest!
– John Eric Karle
Exploring. Equipping. Encouraging.
Ephesians 4:11-16

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.
Call Committee Meeting — Thursday, October 8th at 6pm, online via Zoom.
According to our congregation's organizational design, the Board of Directors has the
responsibility to serve as the Call Committee of the congregation. As such, they may
add other members of the congregation to the Call Committee in order to better fulfill
their task. The BOD has appointed vice-president Mark Keyl to serve as the chair of the
Call Committee. An initial meeting is planned for Thursday evening, October 8th at
6pm in preparation for a meeting with Circuit Visitor, Gary Weier next Sunday, October
11th, following worship. A Call Process pathway document, which will guide our work
together, is being prepared and will be shared with the congregation later this month.
Additional information is provided elsewhere in the newsletter.
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A New Runner for Our Relay Mission
Pastor Karle to Hand-Off Baton January 10th
When we read the record of the early Church in Acts, we see that missional leadership
is like a relay race. Barnabas runs a few laps while recently converted Saul
watches and learns from him. Then Barnabas and Saul/Paul run together for a
piece. Finally he hands-off the baton to Paul, who does the same, running a few
laps, usually venturing to farther destinations, but at some point training others and
handing off the baton to Titus, or Timothy, or any number of others.
We also learn that it’s not just one marathon race, but many races in many places, that
they sometimes run alongside each other and sometimes merely cross paths. We
don’t find them in competition with each other – comparison steals our joy! –
because ultimately it’s the one race that Christ Jesus has already run and won for
us.
This is a healthy, kingdom-oriented way to think about the planned ending of the active
pastoral partnership that’s taking place at Saint John Hattiesburg in January, as
Pastor Karle picks up the baton at University Lutheran Chapel at Texas A&M
University in College Station.
Pastor Karle announced to the congregation during worship on Sunday, September
27th that he and Jennifer would accept the call to leadership at ULC College
Station. You are encouraged to view the heartfelt words at the 1:10:00 mark on the
YouTube recording (https://youtu.be/A-Bam-uwhpc) of the worship for September
27th.
The course that we are charting for the months to come is intentional and deliberate to
meet the needs well of both fellowships, Saint John Hattiesburg and University
Lutheran Chapel. Usually, the consideration of a call is about six weeks long, and if
a Yes decision is given, then another four to six weeks before the pastor’s last
Sunday is celebrated. In our case, we’ve decided to make this a long transition, on
top of a long deliberation, so that the mission of God in this place might be
continued as best we can imagine.
As a consequence of this decision and following our congregation’s organizational
design and guiding principles, the Board of Directors serves as the Call Committee
of the congregation, adding to its meetings others from the congregation to aid in
the tasks at hand. To this end, at its meeting on Thursday, October 1st, the Board of
Directors chose Vice-Chairman Mark Keyl to Chair the Call Committee. The
Committee’s organizational meeting is planned for Thursday, October 8th at 6pm
online via Zoom.
We have received resources from the Southern District for the call process and all the
appropriate District leaders have been notified. In consultation with Circuit Visitor
Gary Weier, the Call Committee will develop a call process pathway document and
share the same with the congregation.

In the coming weeks we’ll embark on a congregational self-study, seeking clarity about
our congregation and our mission in the name of Jesus, so that the Spirit might
speak into our hearts and minds about whom to call as our next pastor-partner.
Later in the process, members will be given an opportunity to suggest names of men
currently serving as pastors in other places whom they judge to meet the
congregation’s collective understanding of a good fit for this unique congregation,
time, and place. The District President may also add other names to the call list,
whom he judges meet the same qualifications.
The Call Committee and Circuit Visitor will then review the names, determine the
willingness of the pastors to consider a call, interview via phone/video or onsite,
and bring to the congregation one or more names for call consideration. This
process will take three to six months to arrive at the point of issuing a call.
There will be many questions in the weeks and months to come, and likely some
anxiety. The Lord of the Church keeps us safely in his hand. From his hand may
our trust, patience, and good will increase even as we are undeterred in our
mission to look beyond ourselves, to the good of our neighbors for the sake of
Christ.
You are welcome to bring your questions and concerns appropriately to Pastor Karle,
Elders Team Leader Nancy Kaul, Call Committee Chair Mark Keyl, or BOD Chair
Dennis Smith.

A Letter from the Elder Team Leader — Monday, September 28, 2020
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ ~
Now that Pastor Karle has accepted the Call to Texas A&M University, Saint John will
focus on current projects that can be completed in the next three months. Church
leadership will also begin the process for calling our next shepherd.
Right now, all this can seem daunting, but it need not be if we keep our eyes fixed on
Jesus. Let’s be of one mind - the mind of Christ - in our thoughts, prayers, and
actions. As we prayerfully plan for our future as disciples making disciples, our peace
and confidence come from the Lord of the Church who already knows the name of
our next shepherd and is preparing him for service in our midst.
We are very thankful for John, Jennifer, and Cameron. When our call was accepted more
than six years ago, we knew it was possible that he would only be here for about
eighteen months. Instead, we’ve been blessed with five extra years of lagniappe,
during which much has been accomplished and many close relationships formed.
To God alone be all the glory!
In His service,
Nancy Kaul
Elder Team Leader

Live Streaming of Worship Services —
www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.
Online Giving — Online giving is

Serving in September
Pastor
John Karle

available to members and friends of
Saint John via the 'Give' tab on our
webpage. Thank you for supporting
our work together in Jesus' name.
Dig In Sunday School — Lessons

Music Director
Jason Sims
Altar Care Team
Pat Davenport and Shirley Thone

posted weekly on YouTube. We
will begin in classroom lessons on Sunday, October 24th that will meet every two weeks.
LWML Mites will be collected at church Sunday, October 4th. If you are unable to attend,
worship, please make your checks out to LWML and mail them directly to Christina
Noffke @ 108 Ramblewood Drive, Hattiesburg, MS 39402. It is wonderful how God
blesses these gifts of love by your prayers and support!
Come & Go Communion — Saturday, October 17th. 3pm to 5pm. Note the afternoon time.
Parents of Nursery age children — If you plan to come to church on Sunday, communicate
with Gabby ahead of time so we can insure someone will be there to take care of the
children. Due to COVID some things will be changing and we will no longer have snack.
Kaffee Klatsch Restarts — We'll meet with proper precautions in the Fellowship Hall on
Wednesday, October 14th at 1:30pm. For information please contact Darlene. We're so
exciting to be gathering again!
Wednesday West Hattiesburg Bible Study — Debbie Frederick leads this study on 2nd
Timothy hosted in the home of Shirley Thone. Please contact either of them for directions.
The gathering includes wearing masks, washing hands, and watching our physical
distancing. This study meets on the first and third Wednesdays only. Meets next on
Wednesday, October 7th.
Wednesday Online Bible Study at 10:02am — "The Word of the Lord Grows: Hardship,
Suffering, and Sacrifice in the Acts of the Early Church" — Connect via the Zoom link
emailed on Tuesday or via the Zoom link posted on Tuesday on the Saint John Hattiesburg
Mission Partners Facebook Group.

Portals of Prayer for the fourth quarter beginning October 1st are now available at the
church lobby mailboxes. If you are not yet worshiping onsite and would like us to mail a
copy to you, please call, text, or email the church office or Pastor Karle ASAP (but not
during the middle of the night!).
Fresh Hope Online Group — Fresh Hope is a peer-led support group for those with mental
illness. There are no restrictions . . . anyone struggling from mental health, or a loved one
of someone who is, can join this group, which provides God’s fresh hope for daily living.
For more information on the meeting, please email Gil Emmons at
madeofclay2020@gmail.com. For more information about the group, visit
www.freshhope.us, or search on YouTube for, “Romans Road Channel”.
About Tithes and Offerings — As followers of Jesus, we are convinced that the continuation
of Christ's work — both in this place and to the ends of the earth — depends on each of
our generosity of our life's passions, priorities, and provisions. As partners in Jesus' Gospel
mission, we thankfully dedicate a part of our income to the Church's larger work. Financial
tithes and offerings may be given on Sunday mornings during worship in the offering
plate, via the regular mail, or online at the congregation's website by clicking on the 'Give'
button. Thanks!
Special Offering for Southern District Hurricanes Laura and Sally Disaster Relief — We're
collecting a special disaster relief offering to help recovery efforts taking place in our sister
congregations from Hurricane Laura in Lake Charles and Hurricane Sally in Alabama and
Florida. This includes our Southern District Youth Camp Dixie on the Alabama Gulf Coast.
Special offering envelopes are on the offering plate table at the sanctuary entrance. Make
your check payable to Saint John Lutheran Church and note "disaster relief" on the memo
line. Donations may also be easily given through the congregation's 'Give' page at our
church website. Choose the box marked for 'Disaster Relief.' 100% of your donation will be
quickly forwarded to the Southern District for immediate use. Thank you!
Confirmation Instruction Plan — We're looking to resume confirmation instruction online
during September for our three middle school confirmation students. The transition from
traditional delivery to online learning will still take a couple of weeks before we're ready to
start. We have the curriculum written, but need to transition formats and record several
sessions before we begin releasing them in an orderly fashion. Having made our way
through the foundational stories of Genesis and the first part of Exodus, we'll now turn to
John's Gospel. When that's done, we'll cruise through the catechism before the Rite of
Confirmation in about a year or so, depending on the speed of our instructional progress.

Oktoberfest Alternative Plan
In view of our previous decision to cancel our regular Oktoberfest 2020 plans due to
concerns over COVID-19, the following plan is presented to the congregation. We will
pursue an effort, where within the congregation we ask for donations to the
Oktoberfest fund. Several individuals have calculated what they would normally
contribute to Oktoberfest in time, purchases, and in-kind donations, and have
suggested giving that amount in a cash donation. This could go a long way in assuring
that our missions are fully funded this year.
Please consider such a donation in the next three months to Oktoberfest missions. Please
write a separate check to Saint John Lutheran Church and write “Oktoberfest” in the
memo line. Place in a separate envelope clearly marked and convey to the church
office.
A news release to the general public announcing the postponement of Oktoberfest and
soliciting public support for the missions by donating to the church directly has been
distributed. Anyone anywhere is welcome to give to the Oktoberfest Missions
fundraising effort through the special Oktoberfest link on the church website.
The suggestion of having a potluck dinner in October was felt to be impractical due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. We will consider such a celebration at a later date. However,
there appears to be some interest in some type of auction that could include food
items, art work, deli items etc. Our challenge is how to do it safely, properly distanced
and adequately advertised. Please provide your thoughts to Mark Keyl as we proceed
into the fall.
Thanks go to the Oktoberfest committee for
arriving at a plan. We encourage the
congregation to consider supporting our
missions through their generous donations,
as we lead by example.
In his service and yours,
Mark Keyl
Oktoberfest Team Leader

Can You Push a Mower? — We're looking to shift how we do the lawn care around the
church building, engage some of the younger men in the congregation, and tap new skill sets.
If you could be a part of a rotation of folks helping to keep the place looking welcoming,
please contact John Karle. Thanks!

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
LWML NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER
LWML Mites collected on Sunday, September 6, 2020, totaled $66.26. Praise God!
Your continued prayers and support for the Mission Grants selected in Convention
by the Gulf States District and National LWML spread the Good News of the
Gospel all over the world.
During the past months, with the Coronavirus and all the events of our daily lives, I
have been thinking we should not be afraid of the future, but trust in our loving
God. God is in control and promises "He is with us always!”
In Psalm 31:14-15, we read David's words,
"But as for me, I trust in You, O Lord. My times are in your hand."
I know that if you are like me, you sometimes wonder if things will ever get back to
normal -before the Coronavirus-with face masks, social distancing, isolation from
family members, visiting elderly and sick, etc. Even though we try not to be afraid
and trust God, it is hard to do! Now, Hurricane season is upon us! Just a few
weeks ago, we saw the devastation in Lake Charles and many other communities
in Louisiana. Now, as I am writing this article, Hurricane Sally is fast approaching
the Gulf Coast bringing more fear in anticipation. I'm sure that there will be many
more storms - hurricanes, fires, illness, etc. in the future.
These disasters remind me of the great loss experienced by me and many others
fifteen years ago with hurricane Katrina. I was one of the fortunate ones, though, I
lost my home and belongings but I still had my job. During the next year, God
blessed me with many dear Christian friends (some who also lost everything),
providing everything I needed to make decisions to start over. I am so thankful!
God is in control, and He will never leave us! We have a wonderful Gift! God
continues to BLESS us daily with HIS GRACE! Share the Good News of JESUS
in all the ways He has gifted you. TRUST GOD and BE THANKFUL!!!
Saint John LWML will not be holding Business meetings until we are able to safely
meet at church. I will keep you informed regarding the Gulf States District Retreat
in January, 2021, and the National Convention in Lexington, Kentucky in June,
2021, as the information becomes available. In the meantime, please continue to
pray for the Mission Grants selected by the Gulf States District and National
LWML as they tell the Good News of Jesus all over the world!
LWML Mites will be collected next on Sunday, October 4, 2020. If you are unable to
attend worship, you may make your check out to Saint John LWML and mail them
directly to Christina Noffke at 108 Ramblewood Drive, Hattiesburg, MS 39402.
UNTIL NEXT TIME. . . . . “Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!”

-Shirley Thone
President LWML

From the Altar Guild
Weeding
On a regular basis, we must “weed” books at the library. It is like keeping a garden, except ours is a
garden of books. We look at books that are in poor condition, those that have not checked out in
a determined period, those of outdated information, and the number of copies we have of certain
titles. The books are pulled from the shelves and given careful consideration as to the necessary
action to take. The two main actions are to replace the item or discard it. When weeding takes
place, the shelves look better (decluttered), it is easier to find items, and the circulation rate of
books increases.
Just as a home (or library) can begin to feel cluttered when filled with belongings that no longer serve
a purpose, our inner lives can become a shamble of outgrown and outdated thoughts and
feelings. Our minds may feel jumbled when tangled with obsolete beliefs. Our hearts may feel
heavy when clogged with old resentments and hurts. If so, it is time to do some weeding.
Begin with an inventory of your thoughts and feelings. Be very honest so that you can release what
no longer serves your mind and heart. Gently and compassionately, release thoughts and beliefs
that no longer match your understanding of Truth. Let go of feelings of fear, anger, and bitterness
that keep you from knowing the forgiving and comforting love of Christ Jesus. As this weeding
takes place, you create space for new thoughts and feelings that heal and bless you and others.
“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything
has become new!”—2 Corinthians 5:17
Worship: information, thoughts, and reflections on the Altar Guild.
The liturgy is a public event. Corporate worship has both a vertical dimension (involving the worshiper
with God) and a horizontal dimension (involving worshipers with each other). Altar Guild
members are servants of God’s people as well as servants of God. This means that Guild
members are sensitive to how our work affects other people in the congregation.
People learn about God in part from how God is worshiped. Everything that is done in worship
teaches the congregation. Everything reflects our respect for God: carefully filled candles, the
placement of the vessels on the altar, the care and condition of all vessels, linens, paraments and
banners. The careful preparation and keeping of all these things convey love for the Lord and joy
in serving. It is important for Altar Guild members to remind themselves continually of the
meaning and impact of what they do.
The Peace of the Lord be with You!

Christina Keiper
Altar Guild Chair
601-550-1050
ckeiper511@gmail.com

From the Chair — Spiritual or Mystical
By Dennis Smith, Board of Direction Chair
By the time you are reading this, Saint John Hattiesburg has already begun the call process.
Many of us have not participated in the call process, and I suspect many of us are not sure
what it really is, or how it is supposed to be accomplished. The process was really initiated
when Pastor Karle announced his decision to accept the call extended by University
Lutheran Chapel at Texas A&M. The call process at Saint John has started and will conclude
when we extend a call to someone else, and that call is accepted and our new pastor starts
his ministry here in Hattiesburg and with us as a
church family.
The Board of Directors will act as the call committee and
may ask other members of our fellowship to assist.
Over an unknown period of time, they will search for
potential pastors, and go through a process of
looking for a good fit for us to continue a meaningful
ministry here in Hattiesburg, and to be guided and
encouraged to reach out to other folks who don’t
know Jesus.
Eventually in the process, the call committee will make a recommendation to the Board of
Directors of a particular ordained pastor. The Board will then bring a name before the entire
congregation for discussion and voting on extending a call or not.
The entire process from beginning to completion should be enhanced by our individual and
collective prayers that we be guided to make a God-pleasing and productive decision for
our continued ministry.
There is nothing mystical about the call process itself, however we ARE asking for guidance
from the Holy Spirit. A lifelong favorite Bible verse of mine, that you may find helpful, is
Proverbs 3:6, which reads, “In all ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”

Birthdays in September
Alex Kirkley
Jane O’Connor
Norbert Thiel
Kathy Mount
Bob Cubley
Sierra Bentley
Patricia Shields
Van Lowry

Oct. 2
Oct. 4
Oc. 7
Oct. 13
Oct. 15
Oct. 21
Oct. 23
Oct. 26

Gabriell Wastvedt
Elise Trahan
Tommy Breland
Kerry Geroux
Gil Emmons
Bill Lowry
Tasha Lowry
Pat Davenport
Warner Boortz

Oct. 3
Oct. 5
Oct. 13
Oct. 14
Oct. 15
Oct. 21
Oct. 25
Oct. 27
Oct. 29

Chris Weiss
Ray Rutledge
Chris Keiper
Alicia Liverett
Cody Morales
Cheryl Emmons
Debbie Frederick
Mark Keyl

Oct. 3
Oct. 7
Oct. 13
Oct. 14
Oct. 18
Oct. 23
Oct. 26
Oct. 27

Anniversaries in September
Scott and Sonja Chaney, 27 years

October 2

Bill and Joyce Coll, 23 years

October 11

Bill and Tasha Lowry, 21 years

October 23

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.

Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association

