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I Didn’t Know
Already by the summer now quickly fading, for our congregation 2018 was becoming a
year to remember. We have learned great things in the mission God’s given us. We
have experienced great loss in those who have gone ahead of us to be with the Lord.
Death has come somehow similarly and somehow uniquely to each one:
Trellis Green – June 4, 2018
Zelma "Sally" Hanson – July 28, 2018
Carol Varga – July 30, 2018
Maynard Working – August 7, 2018
Eartha Dear – September 27, 2018
As our world has become more mobile, we can travel vast distances in mere hours and
chase new opportunities across land and sea. We can visit in person those with
whom we could only formerly correspond by a letter that would take days or weeks to
arrive. Never before in history have such a great proportion of the population lived in
the immediate proximity of each other in our urban centers, and so few in rural areas.
The technological marvels of internet, email, and social media have transformed
everything, too. They are their own revolution.
Still, with all this movement, ease, and togetherness, there has arisen an ironic sense of
greater disconnection, increasing fragmentation, more isolation and loneliness.
Sometimes it takes a natural or neighborhood tragedy for us to even meet the people
living on our block.
Over four years into this role of leading and serving, I’m still saddened when I discover
good folks in the congregation who seem unfamiliar with others in the congregation,
who I think should easily know each other.
Somehow this always surfaces most profoundly for me at funerals. The announcement
for the funeral worship service will go out. I’ll inquire if someone’s coming. They’ll
respond that they didn’t even know the person. Why is that? So much time to get to
know someone, and we don’t? I’m guilty, too. It’s painfully frustrating. And I think,
perhaps, at root a betrayal of who we are, as God’s redeemed people.
There is an absolute sense that whether we know the person who has died or not, we
should all be present for the funeral worship service. We are not, actually, celebrating
the person who has died, as if our acquaintance with them was some kind of
requirement for attendance.
What’s actually happening is that the Church (followers of Jesus of all time and place) is
giving witness – counter-culturally – to our faith in the resurrection of the dead. The
opportunity presented by the death of a believer is so much that we should count funeral worship attendance easily as important, and perhaps more so, than we count
Sunday morning worship attendance.

In fact, I’d count it a mark of maturing discipleship that members of the Church give
their time and witness to attend Christian funerals even when they know the
believer not at all, and for no other reason, than to bear worshipful witness to the
faith we have in Christ’s own resurrection from the dead.
We don’t attend funerals because we know the person who has just died. We attend
funerals – we participate in and worship God at funerals – because we know the
One who was raised from the dead!
I challenge you for this reason and to bear this witness the next time(s) someone from
the Church dies in faith: Attend, participate, and worship even though you didn’t
know them… but because you do know Christ Jesus, the Lord of death and the
grave.
Now you know.
– John Eric Karle
Exploring. Equipping. Encouraging.
Ephesians 4:11-16

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.

Hurricane Michael Ingathering
Every weekend or two a USM graduate student makes the trip from Hattiesburg back
to her home in Pensacola. Her home church there (Grace Pensacola) is a
gathering location for relief supplies being transported to Trinity Panama City,
where our Southern District Lutheran Church Disaster Response efforts are
headquartered.
The USM student, who has often worshiped with us at Saint John Hattiesburg, would
gladly carry items we collect to the disaster area as a part of this team effort
across the Church to do good and aid people in need. We’ll collect items from this
newly updated list (10/18/18) on Sunday mornings and on Wednesdays and
Thursdays during regular office hours (9am to 1pm). We’ll update the list every 7
to 14 days so that our ingathering is only what’s most needed. Please only bring
items on the list.
To give financially to the disaster relief efforts, please see the article on page 5 of this
newsletter. 100% of the funds given to the relief effort will be expended for
Hurricane Michael relief.
The List (10/18/18) – Tarps, roofing nails, camp stoves, small propane bottles, flashlights, canned food, cereal, peanut butter crackers, gatorade/powerade, baby
diapers (esp. size 4/5), baby wipes, blankets (must be new or very good/clean),
hand soap, toothpaste, tooth brushes, body wash. Bottled water is no longer
needed. Thanks!
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Serving in October

Date

Ushers

Pastor
John Karle

Oct. 7

Warner Boortz & Jerry Frederick

Elder
Dennis Smith

Oct. 14

Wayland Johnson & Terry Lovdahl

Music Director
Jason Sims

Oct. 21

Willy Noffke & Ethan Potesta

Altar Care Team
Shirley Thone and Pat Davenport

Oct. 28

Mark Keyl & Ethan Potesta

Online Giving — Online giving is available to members and friends of Saint John via the
'Give' tab on our webpage. Thank you for supporting our work together in Jesus' name.

LUTHERAN
CAMPUS MISSION

Campus Mission — Welcome to all college students! We're
glad you're here. Please check in with Pastor John after
worship today (or text/call at 318.332.3352).

The Avenues Bible Study meets the second and fourth Thursday of the month at
10:30am in the Fellowship Hall. For more information, please contact Pat Davenport at
769.223.2889.
The West Hattiesburg Bible Study is taking a break from meeting. We will make an
announcement when it resumes.
Sunday School — We have classes and activities at 9:15am for ages five years to 95 years.
For school age kindergarten through fifth graders generally, we have Dig In Sunday
school. For youth, college, and adults we have a class on Making Marriage Work based on
a book by John Gottman or a class on Dietrich Bonhoeffer's book "Life Together." We'd
love for you to make your spiritual growth a priority by joining one of these interactive
groups to exchange ideas, learn from trusted experts, and encourage one another.
Mission Partners Needed — Every year Saint John provides a safe place for families to
watch the Halloween Parade as it travels down Hardy Street. We plan to do this same this
year. We need volunteers to help grill as well as distribute the hot dogs and waters. If you
are interested in helping, please sign the list on the double wooden doors.
Funeral Planning — It's Time to Update Your Funeral Plans -- All Saints' Day (November 1st)
is an opportune reminder each year to update your funeral plans. Saint John Hattiesburg
provides excellent materials for free to its members to accomplish this. Let's get it done!

Oktoberfest Team Wrap-Up Meeting — In the Community Room following worship.
Sunday, October 21st is our last meeting of the 2018 cycle. We'll be gathering important
information to make next year's event better, and we'll take time to share key positive
insights and encouragement.
Sigma Phi Epsilon Chili Cook Off — The fraternity that helped set up and break down
tables, tents, and chairs at Oktoberfest is sponsoring a chili cook off on Saturday, October
27th. They've extended an invitation to the congregation. All the proceeds go to benefit
hungry people in Mississippi through Extra Table. If you'd like to put together a team,
please see John Karle for the details.
Hurricane Michael Disaster Response — Thank you to those who have given financially or
brought items this past week in response to the call of need. Your over-and-above
financial gifts can be made via Saint John Hattiesburg, either with an offering in the plate
during worship or through the church website www.SaintJohnHattiesburg.com and
choosing the 'Give' tab and then the 'Disaster Relief' box. Your financial gift can also be
made via the Southern District Lutheran Church website www.SouthernLCMS.org and
choosing the 'Stewardship' tab, then the 'Direct Giving' link, then the 'Disaster Relief' box.
100% of your gifts made in any of these ways goes punctually to help with Hurricane
Michael Disaster Response. (See also the page 2 article.)
Next Sunday, October 28 — Two big reasons to celebrate: It's Reformation Sunday, when
we remember with thankfulness the event that kick-started the reforming of the medieval
church by God's action through sound understanding of the Scriptures and God's work of
salvation in Christ alone. It's Playground Dedication Day, when we give thanks for the
work that Colin Cubley has done to earn his Eagle Scout rank with scouts from Troop #93.
We're thankful for Ellen Hecks on-site supervision and leadership of the project, all the
other volunteers, for those who have donated generously of funds the past two years, and
for the resolve of the congregation to figure out a way create a welcoming place for
children from the neighborhood and our congregation. We invite you to wear red for the
day, prepare for a congregational picture in front of the playground equipment during
worship, and a cake & punch reception before we head out to bless our community.
BOD 2019 Budget Meeting — Monday, October 29th at 6pm.
Faith and Finances Workshop — Saturday, November 17th. 10am. Open to all people.
Details to follow. Save the date!
Recognizing New Church Members as Mission Partners — Sunday, November 18th. We're
preparing to recognize what God is doing in bringing new people into the regular
worship and mission life of this congregation. We believe that God calls us together by his
redeeming Good News of sins forgiven in Christ Jesus, to live according to his purposes,
and that we as his people have a mission from him to the world, to make him known …
his grace, his welcome, his kingdom. If you've begun worshiping with us in 2018 and you
sense this calling, we'd like to recognize these things on November 18th. We've planned a
couple of gatherings to share more about how our congregation sees itself and its place
in what God is doing. We invite you to join with some of the elders and pastor John on
either Sunday evening, October 28th at 5pm or Monday evening, October 29th at 5pm. If
those times don't work, please let us know, we'll gladly make another time available in
November. Thanks!
All-Church, Pot-Luck, Thanks-Giving Meal — Mark your calendars for Sunday, Nov. 18th.

From the Altar Guild
Reformation Sunday
Reformation Day commemorates Martin Luther’s posting of his 95 Theses on the
door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany on October 31,1517. During that
time, monks, priests, bishops, and popes in Rome taught unbiblical doctrines like
the selling of indulgences, the treasury of merit, purgatory, and salvation through
good works.
The Reformation was the rediscovery of the doctrine of justification—that is,
salvation by Grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone (Eph. 2:8-9). Red
is the traditional color for Reformation Sunday as it represents the Holy Spirit.
Martin Luther believed that the Reformation was a direct result of the Holy Spirit
moving him and others to action when he posted the list of 95 Theses. We
commemorate the Reformation and celebrate that the Holy Spirit continues to move
us toward the grace and mercy of God even today.
We can frequently relate with St. Paul when he lamented, “For I have the desire to
do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not do the good I want, but
the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing” (Romans 7:18-19). Even so, God
knows the intention and desires of our hearts. We are allowed to reform, and our
sins are forgiven.
So, to help us on our journey of reformation, we come to the Altar. Here, we
welcome our Lord as He comes to us in the sacrament of bread and wine--His body,
given for us; His blood, shed for us and know we are forgiven!

Food for Thought
With gratitude, I accept Grace as the ultimate gift of perfect love and live my daily
life in an atmosphere of God’s grace.
Come, Holy Spirit!

Chris Keiper
Altar Guild Chair

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
LWML Mites collected on Sunday, September 2, 2018, totaled $151.12. Praise
God! Thank you again for your continued prayers and support of the mission
grants of the National and Gulf States District selected in Convention. LWML
Mites will be collected next on Sunday, October 7, 2018. There will be no
Business meeting in October, due to OKTOBERFEST.
Coming on Saturday, October 20, 2018, the Magnolia Zone Fall Rally will be held at
the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Biloxi, Mississippi. This will be the
last meeting of our Zone before the National Convention in Mobile, Alabama
(June 20-23, 2019). If you would like to volunteer to assist in the Convention,
see the "Glad Tidings" or call me at 228-324-6697. I'm hoping that we can take
a carload or two to the Zone Rally. This is a wonderful opportunity to join with
our sisters in Christ and enjoy the fellowship, sharing ideas, Bible study, and
planning for the National Convention. Coffee and registration ($5.00) start at
9:00 a.m. Lunch will be served. The meeting should be over by 2:00 p.m.
If you would like to attend and need a ride, contact me. This will be a special
day of "serving the Lord"! Mark your calendars now and make plans to come.
The next Business meeting will be held on Sunday, November 11, 2018, following
the worship service. All women are welcome and invited! Please come and
help make plans for the up-coming holiday season and remainder of this
year. Watch the Sunday bulletins for more details.
UNTIL NEXT TIME . . . Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!

-Shirley Thone
President LWML

— Community Activities —
Slidell’s 2nd Annual Oktoberfest will be hosted at Lamb of God Lutheran Church in
Slidell on Sunday, October 21st, 12noon-4pm. Come enjoy wine, beer, pretzels, a bounce
house, and a dachshund race. Meal tickets are $12 at the door.
ZOO BOO — Enjoy all the frights and thrills of a haunted zoo for only $10 at the Hattiesburg
Zoo October 25-30, 5:30-8pm
Halloween Parade — Join us at Saint John on Tuesday, October 30th at 6pm to enjoy
hotdogs and cool water while we watch the 7th annual Halloween Parade. Hotdogs and
water are free and we provide a safe place for you and your family to watch the parade!
What’s Happening? Check out the Events page at www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com

Five years in the making
You may have seen these two running around the KidZone at Oktoberfest or at
the Back to School Bashes but did you know they’re getting married?
Gabby began working at Saint John as the nursery attendant in 2011. She
immediately fell in love with the people at Saint John and even the
rambunctious kids in the nursery. A year later, she met Jonathon and his son
Joshua. They have been together through many major life experiences such
as Gabby’s graduation and becoming church secretary, Jonathon’s pacemaker
surgery, and Joshua growing up and starting school. Over the years they
have grown closer to each other, and thanks to the help of their church family
at Saint John, they have grown closer to God together.
They are happy to call Saint John home and glad the
church is able to host their upcoming wedding on
Sunday, November 4th at 4pm. The church has been
such a huge part of their life since the beginning of
their relationship and they could not think of a better
place to celebrate their family finally coming together.
“Thank you everyone for all your love and
support over the years. We can’t wait to
celebrate this day with you!”

— Jonathon and Gabby

A View from the Chair: Reflections for Thanksgiving
One of the many honors I have is the privilege of serving Saint John Lutheran as
both an elder and as chairperson of the board of direction for our church. It is
rewarding to me in many ways, but one of the significant ways is the opportunity
to participate and contribute as these two groups of people discuss and
implement ministry efforts and evaluate the results. Sometimes we pray and
hope we are God-pleasing, and occasionally we determine to “switch it up” or try
a new approach. We strive to remain open to your constructive observations and
wishes for ministry efforts, and also to be aware that the primary objective is to
serve our community in bringing the message of Jesus Christ to those who have
not heard, or those who for a variety of reasons may have dropped out of touch
with Jesus. At the same time, we also want to maintain and grow our personal
relationships with each other, and our existing Saint John church community.
Very recently both groups (elders and BOD) have
spent time in processing our efforts in the hope
of good evaluation, and possible improvements.
I am listing some of our collective thoughts for
your consideration, and also asking you for your
thoughts and feedback. See what you think,
where do you agree, and where can we count on
your support to do more or different? These are
not listed in any particular order, just
observations as they were discussed:
Many new folks are participating in our ministry efforts; Oktoberfest
KidZone; random small table discussion groups at Oktoberfest (outside of
fellowship hall area); landscape improvements help to welcome those
who drive or walk by; many of our young adults and college students who
pitched in big time for Oktoberfest; two lay-led adult classes on Sunday
morning; increased emphasis on those classes having direct application
to our daily lives; increased attendance in children’s Sunday school; and
certainly not last, our beautiful new playground.
There are more successes and there are areas where we think we can do better.
What about you? Can you do better? Can you contribute ideas for improvement?
Can you decide to do just one more thing to help grow your faith, and help Saint
John to reach others?
YES! YES! YES!
- Dennis Smith

Birthdays in October
Alex Kirkley

Oct. 2

Gabriel Wastvedt

Oct. 3

Chris Weiss

Oct. 3

JaneEllen
O’Connor
Oct. 4
Heck

Elise Trahan

Oct. 5

Norbert Thiel

Oct. 7

IleneBrenda
Bush Ogle Oct. 10

Cynthia Stricklin

Oct. 10

Jazzlyn Wilson Oct. 12

Mary Cubley
Tommy
Breland Oct. 13

Christina Keiper

Oct. 13

Kathy Mount

Oct. 13

Kerry Geroux

Oct. 14

Alicia Liverett

Oct. 14

Bob Cubley

Oct. 15

Gil Emmons

Oct. 15

Lynn Umbdenstock Oct. 15

Cody Morales Oct. 18

Sierra Bentley

Oct. 21

Bill Lowry

Oct. 21

Pat Shields

Oct. 23

Tasha Lowry

Oct. 25

Debbie Frederick

Oct. 26

Van Lowry

Oct. 26

Micah Matthews Oct. 26

Pat Davenport

Oct. 27

Mark Keyl

Oct. 27

Warner Boortz Oct. 29

Chris Davis

Oct. 29

Tiffany Thone

Oct. 29

Anniversaries in October
Scott and Sonja Chaney, 25 years

October 2

Bill and Joyce Coll, 21 years

October 11

James and Barbara Hughes, 52 years

October 22

Bill and Tasha Lowry, 19 years

October 23
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