January 2021
Saint John Lutheran Church — Hattiesburg, Mississippi

Good News

Walking Each Day in Newness of Life
From long ago every liturgical funeral following the received pattern incorporated the words of
Saint Paul to the Roman Christians:
“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory
of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:3-4).
The change of eternal fortunes creates the change of perspective and action in this present
life. Remember the new words we learned January 3rd in worship: Mazel Tov! Our fortunes
have changed!
False religions teach that what we do on earth is the main thing that effects our eternal
destiny. In contrast, the faith of Christ teaches that our eternal fortune has been changed
by God’s action in the world through Jesus, and that impacts a change in heart, soul, mind,
and strength among us now. Each day, Paul invites us into this worthy calling, to walk in
newness of life.
This daily invitation to walk in newness of life is rooted in our baptism into Christ. That’s where
we are joined to him at the Jordan River, and it is from this life-giving water, drenched in the
Father’s promise, that we live. In Christ we live and move and find our being. He is our life
and strength, our firm resolve and our True North compass.
For this reason we affirm the daily repentance-remembrance of our baptism into Christ... in
the morning when we rise and in the evening when we retire. We entrust our days and our
nights to the One at whose word they were created, who redeemed them, who makes them
holy.
It is good for us to remember at our weekly, monthly, and annual transitions the same that we
have been given to do on a daily basis... Our days, weeks, months, years, and all of life’s
transitions are signed by the water-marked, Word-drenched baptismal cross... and we are
called to walk in newness of life already now.
All of which is true for pastoral transitions as well. Thank you for walking in newness of life
with us these seven years. “How great is the Love the Father has lavished on us!”
(1 John 3:1). Mazel Tov!
– John Eric Karle
Exploring. Equipping. Encouraging.
Ephesians 4:11-16
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Altar Flowers Sponsors needed for January 17th and all of February.
Dewey and Lisa Case New Address — 3500 Peach Street, Hattiesburg, MS 39402
Karle New Mailing Address — PO Box 17, College Station, TX 77841.
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Pastoral Transition Information
(Revised: January 8, 2021)

Points of Contact for Saint John Hattiesburg during the Pastoral Transition:

Dennis Smith
601.329.6806

General administration of the congregation. Oversight of
property, programs, maintenance, supervision of paid and volunteer
staff not otherwise delegated.

Mark Keyl
601.466.0200

Oversight of the call process and chair of the Pastoral Call
Committee. Point of contact with Interim Pastor Gary Weier.

Nancy Kaul
601.307.5127

Coordination of worship schedules and services. Point of
contact for members in need of spiritual care, delegating to other
elders and spiritual care-givers.

Rev. Gary Weier

Interim Pastor serving onsite two or three Sundays per month. Other
worship services will be conducted by lay members of our fellowship
or other pastors as coordinated by Nancy Kaul under Pastor Weier’s
supervision. Pastor Weier will provide home and hospital visitation
as time allows in addition to other elders and members.

Church Office

The necessary functions of the church office will be coordinated for
the next several weeks by John Karle and Dennis Smith. Several
individuals will be helping locally and remotely so that the core
activities of the congregation continue as best possible. Email and
phones will be monitored on a daily basis. There are no set onsite
hours for office staff.

Continuing Business

Pastor Karle plans to make monthly visits for the next three months
to advance landscaping, building repair, and administrative projects
already underway and provide operational support as needed. The
visits will be in the middle of selected weeks. He will provide
background support for bulletin preparation on an as needed basis.
Most of the basic preparation work for the next three months has
already been completed and is in place.

All Other Roles

All other roles – such as Altar Guild, West Hattiesburg Bible Study,
LWML – will continue in an orderly way as they have been. Other
programs will be resumed post-Covid.
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Serving in January
Pastors
John Karle, Gary Weier
Music Director
Jason Sims
Altar Care Team
Debbie Frederick and Christina Keiper

Live Streaming of Worship Services — www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.
Portals of Prayer for January-February-March are available at the lobby mailboxes.
February Newsletter Deadline — Sunday, February 21st at 5pm.
Kaffee Klatsch meets next on Wednesday, January 13th at 1:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Wednesday West Hattiesburg Bible Study — Debbie Frederick leads this study on Genesis
hosted in the home of Shirley Thone. Please contact either of them for directions. The
gathering includes wearing masks, washing hands, and watching our physical distancing.
This study meets on the first and third Wednesdays only. Meets next on Wednesday,
January 20th.
John and Kay Goerss Christmas Letter — Posted on the hand wreath bulletin board.
Oktoberfest 2020 Missions Thank You Letters — Posted on the hand wreath bulletin board.
About Tithes and Offerings — As followers of Jesus, we are convinced that the continuation
of Christ's work — both in this place and to the ends of the earth — depends on each of
our generosity of our life's passions, priorities, and provisions. As partners in Jesus' Gospel
mission, we thankfully dedicate a part of our income to the Church's larger work. Financial
tithes and offerings may be given Sunday mornings during worship in the offering plate,
via the regular mail, or online at the congregation's website by clicking on the 'Give'
button. Thanks!
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
LWML NEWSLETTER – JANUARY
LWML Mites collected on Sunday, December 6, 2020, totaled $89.90. Total Mites collected in
2020 were $1,083.54. Praise God! Thank you again for your continued support and prayers for
the Mission Grants selected in convention by the Gulf States District and National LWML.
Mites will be collected next on Sunday, January 3, 2021.
God tells us in His Word - "To everything there is a season. A time for every purpose under
heaven." (Eccl. 3:1)
Looking back on 2020, reflecting on the sadness and loss suffered with the Coronavirus
pandemic, we need now-more than ever, to trust God and His will for our lives. As Christians
we know that God loves us! God is in control! Saint John Hattiesburg members have faced
many challenges during 2020, but one thing is constant, God will continue to share the good
news of the Gospel in this place. One of the things I remember when Pastor John first came to
Saint John almost seven years ago, was the emphasis "Love. Like, Jesus!" It is my prayer that
all of us continue with these words of God’s love to those who have not heard, and to continue
to trust God and share His love by using the gifts of His Holy Spirit!
Saint John Hattiesburg LWML met on December 6, 2020, for the election of officers for the
upcoming year. Officers elected by Acclamation: Shirley Thone, President; Brenda
Hesselgrave, Vice President; Elaine Kersh, Secretary; Christina Noffke, Treasurer. Thank you
to my fellow officers and all the women of Saint John Hattiesburg for their dedication in serving
the Lord in this place. 2021 marks the start of the fifteenth year since LWML was reorganized
here at Saint John Hattiesburg with twenty-five members present (December 4, 2006).
The 39th Biennial National LWML Convention will be held in Lexington, Kentucky, June 24-27,
2021. Theme: Running the Race...Looking to Jesus (Hebrews 12:1-2). Registration fee:
$150.00 due before March 15, 2021. After March 15, 2021, fee will be $170.00. There is a
COVID release form that needs to be signed by all attendees. Several members are interested
in attending but need someone to drive. If you have any questions or can help, please contact
Shirley Thone.
LWML Gulf States District, Retreat in January 29-31, 2021, at Foley, Alabama, has been
cancelled due to Coronavirus. Also, the Gulf States District Convention scheduled for April,
2021, has been cancelled. I will keep you informed as more information comes from the
District.
There will be no LWML business meeting in January. We will continue to collect Mites on the first
Sunday of the month at church. If you are unable to attend worship, you may make your check
out to Saint John Hattiesburg LWML and send them directly to Christina Noffke at 108
Ramblewood Drive, Hattiesburg, MS 39402.

UNTIL NEXT TIME. . . . . “Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!”

-Shirley Thone
President LWML
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From the Altar Guild
Time to Un-Decorate the Church, Lobby and Sanctuary: January 9th at 10:00 a.m.
What a wonderful job everyone did decorating the church and sanctuary in preparation of celebrating the birth
of our Lord and Savior. Thank you so much for your dedication and faithful service!
Now, it’s time to take down, pack up, and put away the Chrismons, tree, wreaths and Nativity sets. Some items
will go to the outdoor storage building, while others will be returned to the attic. Once again, your help will
be most appreciated!
Flower Calendar
Haven’t the altar flowers been looking nice? We thought we’d try something a little different with the
arrangements. Rather than cutting the flower stems in various short lengths to arrange in the green floral
foam (called an oasis), we’re leaving the stems long. The flowers seem to be much happier, and we hope
you will be too. Even through their own hardships with family matters, training new staff, and the strains that
COVID has wrought on businesses, our florist is always glad to work with us.
Check out the 2021 flower calendar! You’ll want to reserve your times for the purchase of altar flowers and/or
eternal candle. Your continued support is truly appreciated. We all have special events (anniversaries,
birthdays, remembering or honoring someone) that touch our hearts. As this information is added to each
Sunday bulletin, it is also a way of communication within the congregation.
Grace
As the tissue paper, boxes, and gift bags have been emptied during our gift-giving season of Christmas, we
know that we received the greatest gift of all: Jesus! Gifts faithfully flow from him to us; we only need to
accept his offerings. Can we fully accept His gifts? In particular, can we readily, eagerly, hungrily accept His
Gift of Grace?
We experience Grace in many forms: Divine love, total forgiveness, and absolute oneness with the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. This Grace, so lavishly bestowed upon us, is exactly one of the greatest gifts we can give to
others. We cannot out-give God, but we can be the conduit through which these gifts flow out to others, and
yes, even to the world.
Each day there are opportunities to pass along the Good that we receive when we use our unique talents and
gifts. Even just our presence can be one of caring and loving others through prayers, thoughts, and actions.
Our grace-giving is an expression of our gratitude for His grace.
“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has
received.” 1 Peter 4:10

Christina Keiper
Altar Guild Chair
601-550-1050
ckeiper511@gmail.com
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From the Chair — Apart Together
We are Family
By Dennis Smith, Board of Direction Chair
As we all know, the new year has begun. This year will bring change, as all new years
do, and we will have adjustments to make in our lives.
One of the bigger adjustments we will face and conquer will be the change of Pastor
Karle and his family moving to Texas to begin a new phase of ministry for them.
I must admit that although I have known of this departure
for months now, I am just not fully ready. On the one hand,
I am excited for the opportunity presented for a new and
different ministry effort for them. On the other hand, my
expectation of my life here at Saint John — although God
pleasing, I hope — still has some doubt in my mind, and
some amount of vacancy in my heart.
I wish all of us well. I have been blessed to know them, and I know my faith has grown
and strengthened because Pastor and family have done good work and loved all of
us as should be expected. Our time together is now very limited, but our love for the
Lord brings us together. As I have learned over the last several years, I am to send
them off rather than mourn the absence of their presence.
I would like to quote from the Collect Prayers from this past Christmas Eve service
because it reflects on how I am feeling.
“Most loving father, whose will it is for us to give thanks for all things, to fear
nothing but the loss of you, and to cast all our cares on you who care for us:
Preserve us from faithless fears and worldly anxieties, that no clouds of this
mortal life may hide from us the light of that love which is immortal, and which
you have manifested to us in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”
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Birthdays in January
Brenda Hesselgrave
Jan 1
John Blair
Jan 4
Jerry Frederick
Jan 11
Don Shields
Jan 11
Jayce Wastvedt
Jan 17
Sawyer Chaney
Jan 20
Ann Gault
Jan 24
Regina Johnson Jan 27
Karla Weiss
Jan 30
Trenia Thiel

Skylar Chaney
David Grunig
Mark Cubley
Susan Perkins
Jan 31

Jan 11
Jan 16
Jan 21
Jan 30

Anniversaries in January
Thomas & Brenda Hesselgrave 31 yrs

Jan 6

Bob & Mary Cubley

Jan 27

42 yrs

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.

Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association
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