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An Every Day Thanksgiving
It’s not that Easter is a great big Sunday, but that every Sunday is a little Easter.
Probably need to slow down and think about what’s being said in that sentence: It’s not
that Easter is a great big Sunday, but that every Sunday is a little Easter.
Just as every Sunday we remember the saving, healing death of Jesus in our place, so
every Sunday we celebrate the resurrection, living of Jesus in our place. There’s
something organic about it because it’s connected to Jesus, connected to our Baptism
in his name. His death is connected to his resurrection. Our death is connected to his
death. His resurrection is connected to our promised resurrection. This is our
baptismal faith.
It’s the same way with the upcoming national Thanksgiving holiday.
It’s not that Thanksgiving Day, November 22nd is a singular, exponential day for being
grateful, but that every day is a little, consistent Thanksgiving. For those who follow
Jesus.
Those who follow Jesus remember his pattern of giving thanks whenever the meal was
received, blessed, and distributed. We might consider that the food itself – or the
abundance of it, or the fineness of it, or even our hunger for it – make the meal. But
for Jesus it was something different. I think it was the thanksgiving that made the
meal. Without thanksgiving, it’s as if there’s no real meal at all, no matter what was
sitting before him.
Jesus himself was following the ancient tradition handed down to him, a tradition that
recognized all things as coming from God’s provision, and that refused to participate
in these things without first giving thanks. Even in his own Last Supper Jesus
repeatedly gives thanks. Each course of the meal is given with thanks.
This is so much the case that in some Christian traditions the celebration of the Lord’s
Supper is called the Eucharist. That’s the Greek word for thanksgiving. This practice
highlights the posture of those participating: They don’t claim to deserve what it is or
to have earned it. They don’t doubt or disparage it. They give thanks. So much so that
the whole meal – a feast really – takes on the name of this one part, the Great
Thanksgiving.
Maybe this year a little less singular about one day, November 22nd. And a lot more
determined about all the other 364 days... an every day thanks-giving... first.
– John Eric Karle
Exploring. Equipping. Encouraging.
Ephesians 4:11-16
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Serving in November

Date

Ushers

Pastor
John Karle

Nov. 4

Warner Boortz & Jerry Frederick

Elder
Bob Cubley

Nov. 11

Wayland Johnson & Terry Lovdahl

Music Director
Jason Sims

Nov. 18

Willy Noffke & Ethan Potesta

Altar Care Team
Don and Pat Shields

Nov. 25

Mark Keyl & Ethan Potesta

Online Giving — Online giving is available to members and friends of Saint John via the
'Give' tab on our webpage. Thank you for supporting our work together in Jesus' name.

LUTHERAN
CAMPUS MISSION

Campus Mission — Welcome to all college students! We're
glad you're here. Please check in with Pastor John after
worship today (or text/call at 318.332.3352).

The Avenues Bible Study meets the second and fourth Thursday of the month at
10:30am in the Fellowship Hall. For more information, please contact Pat Davenport at
769.223.2889.
The West Hattiesburg Bible Study is taking a break from meeting. We will make an
announcement when it resumes.
Sunday School — We have classes and activities at 9:15am for ages five years to 95 years.
For school age kindergarten through fifth graders generally, we have Dig In Sunday
school. For youth, college, and adults we have a class on Making Marriage Work based on
a book by John Gottman or a class on Dietrich Bonhoeffer's book "Life Together." We'd
love for you to make your spiritual growth a priority by joining one of these interactive
groups to exchange ideas, learn from trusted experts, and encourage one another.
Mission Partners Needed Tuesday— Every year Saint John provides a safe place for
families to watch the Halloween Parade on Tuesday, October 30th at 6pm as it travels
down Hardy Street. We plan to do this same this year. We need volunteers to show up at
5:30pm to help grill as well as distribute the hot dogs and waters. If you are interested in
helping, please sign the list on the double wooden doors.
Funeral Planning — It's Time to Update Your Funeral Plans -- All Saints' Day (November 1st)
is an opportune reminder each year to update your funeral plans. Saint John Hattiesburg
provides excellent materials for free to its members to accomplish this. Let's get it done!
Fourth Quarter Portals of Prayer for October, November, & December are now
available at the foyer mailboxes.
All Saints' Sunday November 4th — Among us we celebrate All Saints' Day (Nov. 1st) on
the first Sunday in November. We'll keep that tradition next Sunday, with special
scriptures and hymns, white banners and altar paraments, and remembering those also
from our number who have gone before us in holy death to the Lord Jesus' keeping the
past twelve months.

Hurricane Michael Disaster Response — Thank you to those who have given financially or
brought items this past week in response to the call of need. Your over-and-above
financial gifts can be made via Saint John Hattiesburg, either with an offering in the plate
during worship or through the church website www.SaintJohnHattiesburg.com and
choosing the 'Give' tab and then the 'Disaster Relief' box. Your financial gift can also be
made via the Southern District Lutheran Church website www.SouthernLCMS.org and
choosing the 'Stewardship' tab, then the 'Direct Giving' link, then the 'Disaster Relief' box.
100% of your gifts made in any of these ways goes punctually to help with Hurricane
Michael Disaster Response.
“Come and See” — Recognizing New People as Mission Partners — Sunday, November
18th. We're preparing to recognize what God is doing in bringing new people into the
regular worship and mission life of this congregation. We believe that God calls us
together by his redeeming Good News of sins forgiven in Christ Jesus, to live according to
his purposes, and that we as his people have a mission from him to the world, to make
him known … his grace, his welcome, his kingdom. If you've begun worshiping with us in
2018 and you sense this calling, we'd like to recognize these things on November 18 th.
We've planned a couple of “Come and See” gatherings to share more about how our
congregation sees itself and its place in what God is doing. We invite you to join with
some of the elders and pastor John on either Sunday evening, October 28th at 5pm or
Monday evening, October 29th at 5pm. If those times don't work, please let us know, we'll
gladly make another time available in November. Thanks!
Men’s Breakfast — First Saturday, November 3rd at 8:07am at Panera Bread Company
located at 4600 Hardy Street. Friends are welcome!
LWML MITES will be collected NEXT SUNDAY, November 4 th.
LWML Business Meeting — Sunday, November 11th following the worship service.
Faith and Finances/Identity Theft Workshop — Saturday, November 17th. 10am. Open to
all people. See page 5 in the November newsletter for more details. Save the date!
All-Church, Pot-Luck, Thanks-Giving Meal — Mark your calendars for Sunday, Nov. 18th.
Annual Meeting Announcement — Our congregation's annual meeting to give thanks for
God's accomplishments, to choose two board of direction members, and to adopt a
mission spending plan (budget) for 2019 will take place following the All-Church,
Pot-Luck, Thanks-Giving Meal on Sunday, November 18th.
Stinnetts in Ethiopia — Printed copies of Eric and Johanna Stinnett's September/October
newsletter are available at the foyer mailboxes. The same newsletter was shared
electronically via email and Facebook on Oct. 18th. Thank you for your prayer and
financial support of their theological education missionary work in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia!
Breadbasket Meeting — The Breadbasket will meet Monday, November 5th at 6pm at
Westminster Presbyterian to discuss details of the Christmas Breadbaskets. We need an
interested SJH mission partner to attend the meeting and help coordinate the Christmas
ingathering and distribution. Plans for 2019 will also likely be discussed. Please speak with
John Karle or Gabby Bulger ASAP.
Offering Envelopes for 2019 — We're preparing for our 2019 offering envelope order. If
you want a change for 2019 (Not receiving envelopes to receiving, or Receiving envelopes
to not receiving) please let us know in the church office ASAP. Written/emailed
communication is most helpful. Thanks!

Annual Meeting Announcement – Sunday, November 18th
Our congregation's annual meeting to 1) give thanks for God's accomplishments, to
2) choose two board of direction members, and to 3) adopt a mission spending
plan (budget) for 2019 will take place following the All-Church, Pot-Luck,
Thanks-Giving Meal on Sunday, November 18th.
The terms of two members of the Board of Directors are expiring at the end of the
year, Wayland Johnson (treasurer) and Mark Keyl (vice-chair). Wayland and Mark
have indicated their willingness to continue to serve the congregation’s mission as
members of the Board, which seemed good to the other members of the Board at
its October 13th meeting.
In keeping with our values of transparency and shared mission, draft copies of the
2019 proposed spending plan (budget) will be made available to those regularly a
part of our worshiping fellowship on November 4th in preparation for the meeting.
Questions and concerns are best directed to John Karle or Dennis Smith (Board
chair).
IDENTITY THEFT
What You Need to Know
Saturday, Nov. 17th at 10:00am
Free Workshop – Fellowship Hall
Saint John Hattiesburg
Identity theft is a serious crime, and it
happens easier than you think.
It can happen anytime, in any place,
and to anyone.
Chances are either you or someone you
know has experienced some form of identity theft.
This identity theft workshop will inform and empower you to safeguard your identity.
As a participant, you’ll explore real-life scenarios in order to identify actions that
help or hinder the safety of personal data.
The workshop is designed to help you:




Understand how identity theft can occur.
Learn tips to help protect yourself.
Know what steps to take if identity theft happens to you.

Identity Theft: What You Need to Know is presented free of charge and free of product
as a service to all by Thrivent Financial Professional Pattie Young. Friends and
family are encouraged to attend. Refreshments will be provided. Please plan an
hour and a half for the workshop and questions. We plan to start promptly at
10:00am.
To help with arrangements, please RSVP by November 15th on the foyer sign-up
sheet or by contacting the church office: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com or
601.583.4898.

From the Altar Guild
Family
We are surrounded in family. There is family with whom we are linked genetically, and
those who come into the family through marriage, adoption, or some manner of
inclusion. We also have our church family. People with whom we work, are in a sense,
family as well. And our circle of friends forms our chosen family.
We really do not have to look far to be able to rejoice with family members during happy
times and for support during challenging times. In turn, we become that person to
whom someone can go to in times of joy or sorrow.
During the Thanksgiving holiday, we pause to count our blessings often giving voice to
those things and people who hold special places in our lives. Our hearts are indeed
both full and grateful.
We also have family other than those mentioned earlier: people we have not yet met.
Let us be grateful for every opportunity to be of service to others. Let us reach out, extend
love, and help others in their human experiences. This inclusivity brings us more fully
into yet another family: the Family of God.
Hanging of the Greens
The Altar Guild invites you to assist in decorating the church for the Christmas Holy Days.
Date: Saturday, December 8 Time: 9:00 a.m.
It is a delight to the eyes each year when the church is transformed through the placement
of wreaths, ribbons, Nativity scenes, and the Christmas tree is adorned with our special
Chrismons. The people working together to make it so create a joyful experience too!
Poinsettia Orders
Next month order forms will be provided for your support of the poinsettias used to
decorate our sanctuary. The price will be $10 per plant.

Food for Thought
I can choose to focus on what I have, rather than what I do not have.
In all things, give Thanks.

Chris Keiper
Altar Guild Chair

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
LWML Mites collected on Sunday, October 7, 2018, totaled $45.19. Praise God!!! Thank you for
your continued prayers and support of the Mission Grants of the National and Gulf States District
LWML selected in Convention. LWML Mites will be collected next on Sunday, November 4,
2018.
The Magnolia Zone Fall Rally was hosted by the ladies at the Lutheran Church of the Good
Shepherd, Saturday, October 20, 2018. Four members from Saint John attended the Rally.
Theme of the day "Blessed to be a Blessing" based on Scripture from Genesis 12 (God's
Covenant with Abraham and other Scripture throughout the Bible) showing how God blesses His
people both physically, and spiritually every second of life here in our temporary home. Pastor
James Garrett led the Bible study for the ladies. I want to share a sweet story of something that
actually happened that morning as Ellen Garrett (Magnolia Zone President) was trying to lead
the meeting. Pastor and Ellen are foster parents for a one-year-old special-needs child, who
was not cooperating with "mama." When the fussing would not stop, Ellen gently cradled little
James in her arms and began singing softly "Jesus Loves Me." All the ladies joined in the
singing. It was amazing how little James looked at his "mama" with those beautiful blue eyes,
laid his head on her shoulder, and calmed down! I think that we could all learn from this moment
- young and old. "Jesus Loves Me!" - say these words to everyone God puts in your life, sing
these words when you are sad, comfort the sick with these special words, share this Gospel with
every opportunity God gives you - especially with those who don't know about JESUS our
Savior.
The LWML National Convention will be held in Mobile, Alabama, on June 20-23, 2019. At the
Magnolia Zone meeting, members were asked to volunteer to help with the Convention Registration, Set-up, etc. Volunteers will receive a discount on their registration fee for their
help. Since the Gulf States District is the host for the convention, they are requesting every Zone
member to assist in this task, if possible. As an aside - I attended the last LWML National
Convention in Mobile, Alabama (my very first National Convention) in June of 1973. Our family
had joined the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in 1968, and I was invited and brought to
my first LWML meeting. I still remember the thousands of men and women praising the Lord in
the coliseum - listening to the missionaries speaking of their experiences, the Key Note
Speakers, Communion Opening Service, the Bible studies, sharing prayers, "Gifts from the
Heart", the parade of LWML Mission Grants - flags from all countries this Missionary organization
has helped throughout the world with the "Mighty Mites"! These memories stay with you
forever! It is my hope that many of us from Saint John Lutheran can make plans to go and
experience this great joy of serving the Lord together. Watch the Bulletins, Newsletter, etc. for
more details after the holidays.
The November LWML meeting will be held on Sunday, November 11, immediately following the
worship service in the Community Room. No lunch will be served at this meeting. Agenda
Items: Fellowship Potluck in November (Thanksgiving), holiday plans, election of officers
(December). All women are welcome and invited! Come and see how you can share your gifts
of love here at Saint John Lutheran. You are needed!!!

UNTIL NEXT TIME . . . Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!

-Shirley Thone
President LWML

Neighborhood Infrastructure
Project to Impact Saint John
Hattiesburg
Mayor Toby Barker (center) and
Longleaf Heights Neighborhood
Association President Brian Casey
(right) are pictured at the unveiling of
plans to bring substantial sewer and
water improvements to the area this
fall. Part of the project includes
replacing sewer lines that run through
the Saint John Hattiesburg parking
lot, as pictured in the enlarged photo.
The contractors will replace the sewer line that runs under the old (now abandoned)
alley behind the fellowship hall from N. 20th Avenue to the point where it turns to
the north, beside the giant crepe myrtles. It's our hope that this project will
eliminate the three places where sink holes have been developing in the parking
lot the last several years, and that the parking lot will be properly repaired when
the project is done.

Jon and Gabby are happy to call Saint John home and glad the church is able to host
their upcoming wedding on Sunday, November 4th at 4pm. The church has been
such a huge part of their life since the beginning of their relationship
and they could not think of a better place to celebrate their family
finally coming together.
“Thank you everyone for all your love and support over the years.
We can’t wait to celebrate this day with you!”


Jonathon and Gabby

Please join Jon and Gabby for their wedding Sunday, November 4th
at 4pm in the sanctuary. There will be a reception with meal to follow
in the Fellowship Hall.

— Community Activities —
ZOO BOO — Enjoy all the frights and thrills of a haunted zoo for only $10 at the Hattiesburg
Zoo October 25-30, 5:30-8pm
Halloween Parade — Join us at Saint John on Tuesday, October 30th at 6pm to enjoy
hotdogs and cool water while we watch the 7th annual Halloween Parade. Hotdogs and
water are free and we provide a safe place for you and your family to watch the parade!
Pottery Class — Pottery class for kids ages 12+ on Saturday, November 10 at 10am. We will
be making and decorating plates which can be picked up at the next Family Movie Night
(Nov. 18). The cost to participate is $5 per participant and you MUST REGISTER by
November 3.
You can register by contacting the church at stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Free Family Movie Night -- Join us Sunday, November 18th at 5pm for Free Family Movie
Night where we will be watching The Incredibles 2. Snacks and drinks are provided. All you
have to do is show up and enjoy a good family movie. You may also pick up your finished
pottery on this day.
What’s Happening? Check out the Events page at www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com

Third Quarter Financial Report
Three of Four Quarters of 2018 Update:
Our budgeted income need through 9/30:

$171,771.75

Offering/rent receipts through 9/30:

$149,963.12

Difference for first nine months 2018:

$ 21,808.63

Actual expenses for first nine months:

$156,439.64

Actual cash flow shortfall through 9/30:

$

6,476.52

Your first-fruits, proportionate, sacrificial giving as an expression of your following
Jesus in all things is gratefully received. These financial offerings undergird and
extend the congregation's effective mission work in this place. Your help in
promptly closing the remaining gap is greatly appreciated.
Additionally, thank you to those who have given thus far to the Hurricane Michael
Disaster Relief work. As of October 24th, $377.00 has been given on Sunday
mornings, which will be forwarded at the end of the month to the Southern District
office for immediate distribution where needed most. We will continue to do the
same thing through Thanksgiving. Anyone anywhere can donate in the same way
online at the congregation's website or the Southern District Lutheran Church
website.
The congregation's online giving option is available 24 hours a day from anywhere in
the world. It's safe, secure, and easy. Click on the top, right 'GIVE" button at
wwww.SaintJohnHattiesburg.com. It's encouraging to see how many people are
choosing to give online, whether long-time mission partners, guests, or friends.

Birthdays in November
Dawn Reid

Nov 2

Patrick Kirkley

Nov 3

Jerry Herrington

Nov 9

John Karle

Nov 9

Ellie Nickens

Nov 9

Luke Johnson

Nov 10

Nov 12

Macy Reid

Nov 12

Jane Johnson

Nov 17

Ellen Heck

Ethan Potesta

Brenda Ogle

Darlene
Boortz Nov 18
Mary Cubley

Shawn O’Connor Nov 18

Braxton Lee

Nov 20

Haley Trahan

Nov 20

Sonja Chaney

Nov 23

Jane Kersh

Nov 23

Lore Giles

Nov 26

Lee McMichael

Nov 26

W.F. Perkins

Nov 26

Jennifer Karle

Nov 28

Mary McMichael

Nov 28

Anniversaries in November
John and Donna Blair, 49 years

Nov 8

Willy and Christina Noffke, 48 years

Nov 10

Bill and Dori Carver, 39 years

Nov 17

Terry and Jesse Cubley-Jordan, 2 years

Nov 19

Wayland and Jane Johnson, 10 years

Nov 22

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.
Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association

