
The “Best” Christmas Carol Ever! 

 We probably all have a favorite Christmas carol or Christmas hymn. Some 
of us have five or ten favorites. Maybe already there’s Christmas music  
playing in the background, or now going through your mind.  

 Favorites are good. But what if we fine-tune the question a bit and ask  
instead, “What makes for a good Christmas carol?” How would you answer? 
What would you say are the criteria? 

 And what if we press in a little more and 
ask you to decide what the very best  
Christmas carol is ever? Could you do that? 
Would you do that?  

 Our All-Ages Christmas Program takes 
place this year on Sunday morning,  
December 23rd at 10:30am, mostly in place of 
the regular Advent liturgy. We’re not  
looking for any arguments, but we are being  
a bit playful and a bit serious in deciding  
The “Best” Christmas Carol Ever! 

 We’ve formed at least three teams of 
church folks who are putting together some  
kind of skits, presentations, examinations, or such related to the best  
Christmas carol theme. Teams are getting organized and working together. 
They’re recruiting new folks onto their teams, enjoying each other’s company, 
and being creative.  

 We’d love for you to join a team, or at least come and see how this is going 
to turn out on Sunday, December 23rd. Then you’ll know the best Christmas 
carol ever! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Good News 
 Saint John Lutheran Church — Hattiesburg, Mississippi 

December 2018 

– John Eric Karle  
Exploring. Equipping. Encouraging.  
Ephesians 4:11-16  

Surprise the World! 

Love. Like. Jesus.  +  Hope for the City. 
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Serving in December 

Pastor  
John Karle 

Elder   
Dennis Smith 

Accompanist  
Sandy Barnett 

Altar Care Team  
Thomas and Brenda Hesselgrave 

Date Ushers 

Dec. 2 Warner Boortz & Jerry Frederick 

Dec. 9 Wayland Johnson & Terry Lovdahl 

Dec. 16 Willy Noffke & Ethan Potesta 

Dec. 23 Mark Keyl & Ethan Potesta 

Dec. 30 Warner Boortz 

Online Giving ñ Online giving is available to members and friends of Saint John via the  
'Give' tab on our webpage. Thank you for supporting our work together in Jesus' name. 

Campus Mission ñ Welcome to all college students! We're 
glad you're here. Please check in with Pastor John after  
worship today (or text/call at 318.332.3352). 

All-Ages Christmas Program ñ Sunday, December 23
rd
 during the normal 10:30am  

Worship time. Theme: The òBestó Christmas Carol Everó. 

Christmas Baskets ñ If you would like to help pack or deliver boxes please contact  
Westminster Presbyterian Church. Baskets will be packed Tuesday, December 18

th
 at 

12noon and delivered on Thursday, December 20
th
 at 1pm.  

Thank You! to Sandy Barnett for filling in for organist Jason Sims while he is on leave. 

The Avenues Bible Study meets the second and fourth Thursday of the month at 
10:30am in the Fellowship Hall. For more information, please contact Pat Davenport at 
769.223.2889. They are currently studying of The Screwtape Letters. The next meeting will 
be held on Thursday, December 27

th
. 

¢ëÙ zÎĖÙĲġÀēÙ ZÙġġÙĖĚˋ À -ëĖíĚġíÀĀ ĀĆıÙú ĲĖíġġÙĀ ÌĴ -ː zː ZÙĲíĚ ĲÀĚ æíĖĚġ ēĥÌúíĚëÙÓ íĀ
ʵʽʸʶː ¢ëÙ ēúĆġ ÀĀÓ ÎëÀĖÀÎġÙĖĚ ÀĖÙ ĥĚÙÓ ġĆ ÀÓÓĖÙĚĚ íĚĚĥÙĚ Ćæ ġÙÿēġÀġíĆĀ ÀĀÓ ĖÙĚíĚġÀĀÎÙ
ġĆ íġː ¦ĚíĀç À ĚÀġíĖíÎÀú ĚġĴúÙˋ ZÙĲíĚ ĥĚÙÓ ġëÙ æĆĖÿ Ćæ À ĚÙĖíÙĚ Ćæ úÙġġÙĖĚ ĲĖíġġÙĀ ÌĴ À 

ĚÙĀíĆĖ ÓÙÿĆĀˋ zÎĖÙĲġÀēÙˋ ĲëĆ ëĆúÓĚ ÀĀ ÀÓÿíĀíĚġĖÀġíıÙ ēĆĚġ íĀ ġëÙ ZĆĲÙĖÀĖÎëĴ Ćæ KÙúú
ÀĀÓ ÀÎġĚ ÀĚ À ÿÙĀġĆĖ ġĆ ëíĚ ĀÙēëÙĲˋ µĆĖÿĲĆĆÓˋ À VĥĀíĆĖ ¢ÙÿēġÙĖː ¢ëÙ ĥĀÎúÙĚ˫ 

ÿÙĀġĆĖĚëíē ēÙĖġÀíĀĚ ġĆ ġëÙ ĀÙēëÙĲĚ˫ ĖÙĚēĆĀĚíÌíúíġĴ æĆĖ ĚÙÎĥĖíĀç ġëÙ ÓÀÿĀÀġíĆĀ Ćæ À
+ĖíġíĚë ÿÀĀ ÷ĀĆĲĀ ÀĚġ˨ëÙ sÀġíÙĀġːµ˩ëÙĀ µĆĖÿĲĆĆÓ íĚ ÀĀĳíĆĥĚ ġĆ ġÙÿēġ ëíĚ ēÀġíÙĀġ
íĀġĆ ÙĳġĖÀıÀçÀĀġ ÀĀÓ ÓÙēúĆĖÀÌúÙ ĚíĀĚˋ zÎĖÙĲġÀēÙ ĖÙÿíĀÓĚ ëíÿ ġëÀġ˨ġ̩ëÙ ĚÀæÙĚġ ĖĆÀÓ
ġĆ ëÙúú íĚ ġëÙ çĖÀÓĥÀú ĆĀÙġ˟ëÙ çÙĀġúÙ ĚúĆēÙˋ ĚĆæġ ĥĀÓÙĖæĆĆġˋ ĲíġëĆĥġ ĚĥÓÓÙĀ ġĥĖĀíĀçĚˋ
ĲíġëĆĥġ ÿíúÙĚġĆĀÙĚˋ ĲíġëĆĥġ ĚíçĀēĆĚġĚːZ˩ÙĲíĚ ĥĚÙĚ Ĳíġ ÀĀÓ ëĥÿĆĖ ġĆ ÙĳēĆĚÙ ġëÙ 
ĚĥÌġúÙ ēíġæÀúúĚ Ćæ ÙıÙĖĴÓÀĴ ĚíĀ ÀĀÓ ġÙÿēġÀġíĆĀː ¢ëíĚ ÌĆĆ÷ íĚ ÀĀ ÙĀġÙĖġÀíĀíĀçˋ 

ÙĀúíçëġÙĀíĀçˋ ÀĀÓ ëÙúēæĥú ēĆĖġĖÀĴÀú Ćæ ëĥÿÀĀ úíæÙ æĖĆÿ ġëÙ ēÙĖĚēÙÎġíıÙ Ćæ ġëÙ ÙĀÙÿĴː 

The West Hattiesburg Bible Study is taking a break from meeting. We will make an  
announcement when it resumes.  

LUTHERAN  
CAMPUS MISSION  



From the Altar Guild 

Deck the Halls  

The Altar Guild, friends, and members of the congregation decorated the church on  
December 8th in celebration of our Lord’s birth.  

They put the tree up, decorated it, hung wreaths, put the nativity scenes in place, and did 
some general cleaning.  Thank you to everyone who came to help! 

 
Poinsettia Orders: Payment due by December 16. 

Please complete your Poinsettia Order Form found in the Sunday bulletins or on the table 
in the Narthex.  Fill out the form and leave it and your check to pay for the poinsettias in 
the Church Secretary’s mailbox. Your purchase may be made in memory or honor of 
someone.  

 
Flower Calendar 

The 2019 flower calendar is up! You can reserve your dates for the sponsorship of altar  
flowers and/or eternal candle.  Thank you for continuing this tradition of adding beauty 
to our altar for worship and remembering special moments, people, and events that 
mean so much to you. 

 
The Gift of Forgiveness 

Forgiveness is a powerful expression of love. When I forgive someone, I begin with a  
simple desire to overcome resentment. Forgiveness does not condone or overlook  
certain behaviors, but it does unshackle us from negative feelings.  When we forgive 
others, we are the ones who are set free from resentments, guilt, blame, and justifying 
our rationale for holding others liable for our pain. We must also bestow the gift of  
forgiveness upon ourselves freeing us from those same presentiments. In forgiving, 
whether for others or ourselves, we open a place in our hearts for the full expression of 
the peace and joy we experience in God’s forgiveness of our sins for the sake of Jesus 
Christ.  

 
Food for Thought 

Forgiveness opens a place in my heart for the full expression of Christ’s peace and joy. 
This year, I give the gift of forgiveness. 

 
May the fullness of His peace and joy be with you this Christmas season, 

Chris Keiper 
Altar Guild Chair 



 

Lutheran Womenôs Missionary League 

 

LWML Mites collected on Sunday, November 4th totaled $88.29. Praise 
God!!!  Thank you again for your continued prayers and support of the 
Mission Grants of the National and Gulf States District LWML.   

The Election of Officers was held prior to the Christmas Party at the home 
of Debbie Geroux and Shirley Thone December 2nd. Thank you to  
everyone who came to participate.  

     The LWML National Convention will be held in Mobile, Alabama, June 
20-23, 2019.  At the Magnolia Zone Fall Rally, members were asked to 
volunteer (Registration, Greeters, "Gifts from the Heart", etc.) at the  
Convention.  This will also save on expenses for the convention 
(discount on the Registration Fee).  More information and Registration 
Forms for the National Convention will be published after the first of the 
year in the "Glad Tidings" (Gulf States District Newsletter).  I hope that 
many from Saint John Lutheran will take this opportunity to attend along 
with thousands of dedicated women in serving the Lord with their sisters 
in Christ.  There is no greater JOY!!! 

 

 UNTIL NEXT TIME . . . Serve the Lord with Gladness!!! 

   -Shirley Thone 
President LWML 

2019 Altar Flower Calendar ñ The new calendar is now on the wall by the foyer mailboxes. 
Cost of flower sponsorship is $40 per Sunday. You may take the flowers home or give 
them to another after worship. To help keep our finances in good order, please do not  
remit 2019 flower sponsor money until after January 1st.  

Christmas Caroling Anyone? Would anyone like to bring the festive season to the 
neighborhood around the church by singing carols on Saturday or Sunday? Contact  
Pastor for more information.  

Free Family Movie Night ñ Join us in the Fellowship Hall Sunday, December 16th at 5pm to 
watch The Nativity Story. Snacks and drinks provided. Everyone is welcome! 



 

Faith and Finances at 

Saint John Hattiesburg 
 

ABOUT the Faith and Finances Emphasis at Saint John Hattiesburg – We want to 
find meaningful ways to help people with their value-based financial decisions. We’re 
partnering with Thrivent Financial professionals Terry King and Patti Young in 2019 to 
host a series of workshops and other similar opportunities for you, your family and 
friends, and your neighbors. The presentations are “product-free” (They’re not selling 
anything.) and provide strong opportunities for improving your life now and in the fu-
ture. We’d love your help increasing the positive impact of these events by your own 
participation and by your courageous inviting of others. Please RSVP via the church 
Events webpage for each workshop you plan to attend. 

 

Doing just one thing differently can help improve your 
financial life. Find out how. With eight topics to 
choose from, you can start simply or take a big first 
step to see how the benefits can add up. This is an 
excellent workshop for starting the new year. If you’re 
looking to dip your toe in the water to make 2019 turn 

out better, here’s a great place to start. Refreshments provided. Facilitated by Terry 
King and Patti Young. RSVP deadline January 10

th
.  

 

Action Teams are the way we get great things done 
for our community. Thrivent members, friends, and 
neighbors come together to plan and put into practice 
projects, programs, and other good activities that  
improve the lives of real people in our community. 
Refreshments will be provided as we learn the rules, 

explore possibilities, and plan out meaningful ways to positively impact our community 
in the new year. Each Action Team Project is eligible for $250 funding to make it  
happen. RSVP deadline January 10

th
.  

 

Making a Difference: Sharing Time, Talent,  
& Treasure helps participants identify their values so 
that they can then discover meaningful ways to share 
their time, talents, and treasures. Explore how to 
make the most of your resources and create your 
own generosity plan. Refreshments provided.  

Facilitated by Terry King and Patti Young. RSVP deadline February 14
th
.  

Do One Thing Different 

January 12
th

 

Saturday 

10:00am 

Action Teams 

January 13
th

 

Sunday 

11:45am 

Making a Difference 

February 16
th

 

Saturday 

10:00am 



Today it’s critical that women know how to save,  
invest, and plan for their future. Women have never 
been in a better position to achieve financial  
security. This evening workshop will pamper the 
women in attendance while showing how you can 
take charge of your financial future, become a  
more-knowledgeable investor, advocate for yourself 

in the workplace, plan for retirement, protect your income and assets, and create an 
estate plan. Refreshments provided. Facilitated by Terry King and Patti Young. RSVP 
deadline March 21

st
.  

 

At Thrivent Student Resources we believe students 
deserve to go to college without spending the rest of 
their lives paying for it. That’s why we offer:  
1) an advanced suite of tools and resources to help 
students and the families prepare, plan, and pray for 
college; 2) educational webinars to help learn how 

to manage student debt and explore repayment options; 3) a network of financial 
guides who coach families to match their college dreams with financial means; and 
4) access to student loan information and education. We want to help you have a 
healthier relationship with money, especially at the beginning of college. When 
you’re more financially secure, you’re free to live a more content, confident, and  
generous life. RSVP deadline TBA.  

 

Who Are Our Thrivent Financial Professional Partners? 
 

Terry King has worked in this field for 15 years. During that 
time, he has pursued education and designations to be able to 
help you navigate through difficult financial decisions. He is a 
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ professional, Retirement 
Income Certified Professional, Certified Kingdom Advisor, and 
Fraternal Insurance Counselor Fellow. He is a member of  
Lutheran Church of the Pines in Waveland.  

 

 

Patti Young is a member of the Central Gulf Coast Thrivent 
Team, whose primary responsibility is to encourage and assist 
members to use the Fraternal Benefits. She enjoys representing 
Thrivent's culture of Generosity because she values the way of 
life made possible by using these member benefits. She  
formerly served as the administrative assistant at Lamb of God 
Lutheran Church in Slidell and currently serves as Treasurer on 
the Southern District Lutheran Church BOD.  

Student Resources 

Spring 2019 

To Be Announced 

Women and Money 

March 25
th

 

Monday 

5:30pm 



Ellen Heck 

Brenda Ogle 

Mary Cubley 

Surprise the World! 
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City. 

 
Saint John Lutheran Church 

2001 Hardy Street 

Hattiesburg MS 39401 

Telephone:  601.583.4898 

Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com 

 Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com  
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission 

Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg                                                                       

Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg 

Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association  

       Birthdays in December 

Judy Wastvedt  Dec. 1  Daniel Liverett   Dec. 5  LaToursha Ezell Dec. 8 

Scott Hollingsworth Dec. 8  Geraldine Wheeler Dec. 8  Caitlin Elledge Dec. 9 

Maggie McMichael Dec. 13  Vanessa Shirley   Dec. 14  Barrett Hibbler Dec. 18 

Toni Potesta   Dec. 18  Jason Sims   Dec. 18  Julie Radavich Dec. 19 

 Callie McMichael Dec. 22  Joshua Stringer   Dec. 23  Nick Weiss Dec. 23 

  Thomas Hesselgrave  Dec. 24   Eric Reid    Dec. 24   

  Willy Noffke      Dec. 25   Chase Rainey Dec. 29 

       Anniversaries in December 

 Don and Pat Shields, 56 years Dec. 15 

 Ron and Regina Johnson, 23 years Dec. 17 

 Kerry and Debbie Geroux, 36 years Dec. 18 

 Dewey and Lisa Case, 6 years Dec. 22 

 Dennis and Lillian Smith, 46 years Dec. 23 

 Eric and Jean Martin, 56 years Dec. 24 

 John and Jennifer Karle, 22 years Dec. 31 

 Chris and Karla Weiss, 25 years Dec. 31 

http://www.saintjohnlutheran.com/
mailto:stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com

