November 2021
Saint John Lutheran Church — Hattiesburg, Mississippi

Good News

A Month of Plenty
November 7th: All Saints Day (observed). Liturgical colors are white
November 25th: Thanksgiving Day!
November 28th: Advent begins. Liturgical colors are blue / Our New Church Year Begins
We also begin the shift into a higher gear as we head into the holidays. There are those in the secular
community who give little to no religious or spiritual attachment for the days ahead. That opens a wide door
for us to share the Good News as we Prepare the Way of the Lord. In this Preparation, we have much for
which to be thankful. I pray we share our blessings of plenty, our joy in the Lord, and the Promise of the Life
to Come.

Moments
Take time to live in and appreciate each moment of the day. Moments are precious snapshots of time. Some,
of course, are more memorable than others. Each moment of life can touch us significantly, those we may not
notice right away or realize the impact or meaning they could impart. Notice small things: butterflies, birds,
clouds, laughter, quiet. There’s beauty in sharing moments with others. At the end of the day with a spirit of
gratitude and a heart of thanks, “Remember the wonderful works“ (Psalm 105:5).

Serendipity
Take the noticing of moments a step further and be open to unexpected joy and beauty. Serendipity is
described as unexpected developments in a happy or beneficial way. There is evidence of serendipity all
around us. We need only to open our eyes, ears, minds, and hearts. Let’s take serendipity a step further. God
surrounds us with serendipitous blessings. We are surrounded by wondrous things that we haven’t actively
sought out but are present all the same. It just depends on our point of view. “May grace and peace be yours
in abundance” (2 Peter 1:2).

Surrender
When we are unsuccessful in accepting things that we cannot change, it is time to surrender it to Christ.
Surrendering is not quitting or giving up; rather, it is setting aside our own ego and relying upon the Lord for
peace of mind. When we surrender, we become receptive to divine ideas and are free to embrace new
attitudes and perspectives. When we nurture frustration, our growth is stifled, but when we nurture our faith,
our growth can yield abundant good. “Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by
itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me” (John 15:4).
“…He adorns the humble with salvation” (Psalm 149:4). Now that is a lot for which to be thankful!
Grace and Peace be to you,

Christina Keiper
Altar Guild Chair
601-550-1050
ckeiper511@gmail.com

From the Chair --- Praise and Thanksgiving
We are approaching the time of the year when often times life gets a little
complicated, too busy, stressful, and sometimes too expensive to do all that we
wish to do.
Why not look at scripture, and see if we can find some guidance in how to
handle our life. As always prayer is a must, but sometimes I find solutions and
guidance in the Bible, I’ll bet you do as well. Since my newest grandson is named
Isaiah, I find myself spending more time with that book.
I believe sometimes it is speaking directly to me.
Isaiah 12: 4-5 tells us “And in that day you will say,
give thanks to the Lord and call on His name. Make
known His deeds among the peoples; Make them
remember that His name is exalted. Praise the Lord in
song, for He has done excellent things; Let this be
known throughout the earth.” Philippians 4: 6-7 puts it this way, “Be anxious for
nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be known to God.”
Praising God is to compliment and admire God for all His virtues and what He
does for us His children. Thanksgiving on the other hand is to express thanks and
gratitude for the things He has done for you, and provided for you. Thanksgiving
is merely accomplished by your words showing gratitude.
Praise is definitely a potent and restorative tool. It changes us for the better by
refocusing our affections, realigning our priorities, and restoring our soul. Our
spirit becomes more pliable, open, and receptive to receiving God’s Holy Spirit.

Dennis Smith
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
LWML MITES collected on Sunday, October 5, 2021, totaled $225.30. Praise God!!! Thank
you for your prayers and support of the Mission Grants selected in Convention by the Gulf
States District and National LWML MITES will be collected next on Sunday, November 7,
2021.
"Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands! Serve the Lord with gladness;
Come before His presence with singing. Know that the Lord, He is God; It is He who has
made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. Enter into
His gates with thanksgiving. And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless
His name. For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all
generations." Psalm 100 - A Psalm of Thanksgiving
On Saturday, November 13, 2021, the Magnolia Zone LWML Fall Rally will be held
at Christ Lutheran Church in Pascagoula, MS. This will be the first meeting of our Zone since
2019 due to Covid-19. Registration will be from 9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast
and lunch will be provided. If you would like to attend, please contact Brenda Hesselgrave or
myself before November 1, 2021, for carpooling. Safety precautions will apply.
The Wellspring of Life
" As a deer pants for flowing streams. So pants my soul for you, O God. My soul thirsts for
God, for the living God. When shall I come and appear before God?" Psalm 42:1-2.
COMING - LWML Gulf States District Retreat, January 28-30, 2022, in Foley,
Alabama. Special guest Donna Snow will lead us through her Bible Study, "The Wellspring of
Life" based on Psalm 42:1-2. Jesus the Wellspring of Life, offers the only source of true
peace and joy. The beautiful water imagery throughout Scripture gushes forth through this
4-lesson study to quench our thirst and longing to know Jesus like never before. Come
thirsty and get refreshed. Where? Towne/Place Suites by Marriott/Downtown OWA in Foley,
Ala. Registration Cost: $60.00 by November 15, 2021. This includes lunch Saturday and
Sunday and the book "Quenched".
There will be no LWML Business meeting in November. MITES will be collected
next on Sunday, November 7, 2021.
If you are unable to attend worship, you may make your checks out to Saint John
Lutheran LWML and mail them directly to Christina Noffke at 108 Ramblewood Drive,
Hattiesburg, MS 39401.
LWML MISSION STATEMENT:
As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions
and equip women to honor God by serving others.

UNTIL NEXT TIME. . . . . “Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!”

-Shirley Thone
4 LWML
President

Serving in November
Interim Pastor
Gary Weier
Music Director
Jason Sims
Altar Care Team
Christina Keiper

Live Streaming of Worship Services — www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.
Portals of Prayer for October-November-December are available at the lobby mailboxes.
December Newsletter Deadline — Monday, November 22nd at 10am.
Kaffee Klatsch — Meets Wednesday, November 10th at1:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.
About Tithes and Offerings — As followers of Jesus, we are convinced that the continuation
of Christ's work — both in this place and to the ends of the earth — depends on each of
our generosity of our life's passions, priorities, and provisions. As partners in Jesus' Gospel
mission, we thankfully dedicate a part of our income to the Church's larger work. Financial
tithes and offerings may be given Sunday mornings during worship in the offering plate,
via the regular mail, or online at the congregation's website by clicking on the 'Give'
button. Thanks!
German Mustard for Sale — $8 for large and $5 for small jars.
BOD Announcement — The Board of Directors reviewed our current practices when in the
building, regarding Covid protocols. Since a majority of our folks are seniors with
compromised immunity systems, and some of us may not yet be vaccinated, we felt the
best course of action is no action for the time being. We will strongly suggest all folks
entering the building wash/sanitize their hands, wear a mask, and practice social
distancing when choosing where to sit. We will continue to monitor the situation as things
may change. Thank you for your understanding and adherence to these practices.
Men’s Breakfast —The next meeting is on Saturday, November 6th at 9AM. We will meet for
breakfast and fellowship at Chesterfields located at 4646 Hardy Street. Bring a friend, your
appetite, and a smile. See you there!
New BOD Announcement — On behalf of the Board of Directors, we would like to thank you
for sharing your financial blessings with Saint John. We never doubted that we have, within
our church family, the ability to send donations to the various ministries that we support.
There have times in the past when we have been challenged, but we have always risen to
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meet those challenges. We have been several months now without a fulltime shepherd.
You, however, have continued to support the church financially, without missing an
opportunity. Your BOD wants you to know how much you are appreciated!
Weekday Growth Group for Adults:
The Avenues Bible Study Group — Meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 10am at Saint
John. They are studying Hope When Your Heart Breaks: Navigating Grief and Loss, a book
of Hope when your heart breaks. The next meeting will be November 10th.

Pastoral Call Process
Progress Report — The Call Committee is continuing to diligently review and
interview potential candidates. Once this step is completed, the committee will
prayerfully discuss and determine second interviews, potential site visits, and
recommendations to the congregation. Should you have any questions
concerning the process, please feel free to contact Mark Keyl. The committee
requests your continued prayers as they go about their deliberations.
Duty Roster — Those serving on the Call Committee are: Mark Keyl (chair),
Christina Jimenez, Wayland Johnson, Nancy Kaul, Jane Kersh, Steve Lawrence,
Christopher Longman, Shawn O'Connor, Ethan Potesta, Pat Potesta, and Dennis
Smith.
Scheduled Meetings —TBA.
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Birthdays in November
Jerry Herrington
Macy Reid

11/9

John Karle

11/12

Shawn O’Connor
Sonja Chaney

Jane Johnson
11/18

11/23

11/9

Ethan Potesta

11/17

Darlene Boortz 11/18

Braxton Lee 11/20
Jane Kersh

11/23

11/12

Haley Trahan
Jennifer Karle

11/20
11/28

Baptisms in November
Doris Schneider 11/1
Christina Keiper

Jennifer Blair 11/7

11/13

Ethan Potesta

11/16

Logan Lovdahl 11/23
Anniversaries in November
Wayland & Jane Johnson,13yrs

11/22

Willy & Chris Noffke, 51yrs 11/10

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.
Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association
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