
 

 
 

From the Altar Guild  

Reformation: 
 
Just what were written in Martin Luther’s 95 Theses? Let’s take a look…. 
 
To begin, Luther believed the Catholic Church was corrupt, and he sought to 
reform it. His 95 Theses was basically a list of 95 complaints against the 
Catholic Church. Through study, faith, and prayer regarding God’s Word, 
Luther came to believe that salvation was obtained through God's grace, and 
not through doing the ''works'' the church demanded. He also held that the 
Bible—and not the church—was the ultimate religious authority.  

The summary in a nutshell: 

• Salvation by faith alone. Faith in God was the only way of salvation. 
• The bible is the only authority.  

The impact of the Reformation: 

Luther's 95 Theses weakened the authority of the Catholic Church and laid the 
intellectual framework for modernism as we know it. The movable type printing 
press, invented some 80 years earlier, allowed Luther's 95 Theses to spread 
like wildfire. In towns and villages all over Germany, ordinary people were 
reading Luther's ''radical'' charges against the church.  

500 Years Later: 

On October 31, 2017, people came from all over the world to Wittenberg, 
Germany to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Protestant 
Reformation.  

Many people think of the Protestant Reformation as only a religious revolution. 
In reality, it was so much more. True, its beginning was religious in nature, but 
the Reformation progressed to transcend religion. So why is the Protestant 
Reformation a big deal? It was a social, political, and economic revolution in the 
truest sense. It laid the intellectual framework upon which the Scientific 
Revolution and the Enlightenment were built. The Protestant Reformation led to 
modern democracy, skepticism, capitalism, individualism, civil rights, and 
many of the modern values we cherish today. The Protestant Reformation 
impacted nearly every academic discipline, notably the social sciences like 
economics, philosophy, and history.  

     Good News 
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Literacy and Skepticism 

Literacy is a foundation for acquiring knowledge. Illiteracy was common 
throughout the Middle-Ages, especially among the lower classes. The Catholic 
Church typically printed the Bible only in Latin, which was a language that most 
common people did not know. The masses could not read the Bible for 
themselves, and so they placed their trust that what the Pope or their priest told 
them was true.  

Martin Luther, however, translated the Bible into German, the vernacular, or 
the language of the common people. Now ordinary people could read the Bible 
for themselves. Increasingly, the Bible became interpreted in new ways. Even 
today, the Bible continues to be interpreted in new ways. 

 
With literacy came a newfound sense of skepticism: No longer would the 
masses blindly hold to what their priests told them; literacy meant that people 
could discover things for themselves. We are fortunate to be able to discover 
things for ourselves, to question, to discern, and to make choices. We are able 
to prayerfully make sound choices when based on the Word of God, our 
Authority. And as such, through faith, we may rest in the salvation gifted us by 
God, our Father. Amen. 

Go to the following link to read/study the 95 Theses: 

http://www.projectwittenberg.org/pub/resources/text/wittenberg/luther/web/nin
etyfive.html 

 
Grace and Peace be to you! 
 

 

Christina Keiper 
Altar Guild Chair 
601-550-1050 

ckeiper511@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.projectwittenberg.org/pub/resources/text/wittenberg/luther/web/ninetyfive.html
http://www.projectwittenberg.org/pub/resources/text/wittenberg/luther/web/ninetyfive.html
mailto:ckeiper511@gmail.com


3 
 

From the Chair --- The Seasons of Life 

 
“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 

A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant and a time to pluck up that which is 
planted; A time to kill and a time to and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a 
time to build up; A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to 
dance. A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather 
stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to 
refrain from embracing; A time to get and a time to 
lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; A time to 
rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a 
time to speak; A time to love and a time to hate; a time 

of war, and a time of peace.  

What profit hath he that worketh in that wherein 
he laboureth? I have seen the travail, which God hath 
given to the sons of men to be exercised in it.  He hath 
made everything beautiful in his time: also, he hath set the world in their heart, so that 
no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end. I know 
that there is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do good in his life. And 
also, that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the 
gift of God. I know that whatsoever God doeth, it shall be forever: nothing can be put 

to it, nor anything taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before him.  

That which has been is now; and that which is to be hath already been; and God 
requireth that which is past. And moreover, I saw under the sun the place of 
judgment, that wickedness was there; and the place of righteousness, that iniquity 
was there. I said in my heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there 
is a time there for every purpose and for every work. I said in mine heart concerning 
the estate of the sons of men, that God might manifest them, and that they might see 
that they themselves are beasts. For that which befalleth beasts; even one thing 
befalleth them: as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea they have all one breath; so 
that a man hath no preeminence above a beast: for all is vanity.  

All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again. Who knoweth 
the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth downward 
to the earth? Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better, than that a man should 
rejoice in his own works; for that is his portion: for who shall bring him to see what 
shall be after him? “ 

 
Jesus promised us in John 16: 33 that: These things I have spoken unto you, 

that in me you might have peace. In the world you might have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world. God is with us in every season of our life. 

Dennis Smith 
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Brought to you by CMO INSURANCE AGENCY: 
 

You choose the plan that fits your needs:  
 

Would you like a free consultation with no obligation?  
Medicare Supplemental Plans: YOUR CHOICE of Hospitals 
and Doctors when you choose our Medicare Supplemental 
Plans. We offer several different plans that allow you to 
use the physician or hospital of your choice.  

Medicare Advantage - HMO Plan: Looking for a low- or no-
premium plan that may include a Medicare-approved 
Prescription Drug Plan? You may want to look at our 
Medicare Advantage HMO Plan. This type plan could save 
you money, yet still take care of your Medicare health 
needs.  
 
Medicare options can be very confusing! We understand 
and are right here in south Mississippi, ready to help you 
find the plan that meets your needs. Rather than talking to 
some stranger in another state, we would love to sit down 
with you in person and clearly explain your Medicare 
options and the plans we offer. If you would like a free 
consultation, one of our licensed agents will meet with 
you, either in our office or in your own home, to review 
your current situation and help you get the most from your 
insurance dollar.  
 
Medicare Advantage - PPO Plan:  

You may be interested in a Medicare Advantage PPO Plan 
with an open network of providers, and includes a 
Medicare-approved Prescription Drug Plan. Without a 
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premium for a Supplemental Plan or a Prescription Drug 
Plan, there is the potential to lower your monthly premium 
cost. To schedule a free consultation with no obligation, fill 
out the attached card and mail it in. Or, for cost and 
complete details, simply call one of our licensed agents. 
Already have a Supplemental Plan? Is your premium too 
high on your existing plan? We can offer a free review to 
determine if there is a less expensive plan Call today to 
find out how much you can save!  
Medicare-Approved Prescription Drug Plans: We can 
assist you in reviewing Medicare-Approved Prescription 
Drug Plans to help you determine which plan is best for 
you.  

Individual Health Plans: In addition, we offer Individual 
Health Plans including Short Term Health Plans, Long-
Term Care Plans, and Dental/Vision/Hearing Plans.  
CALL: 601-288-8119 1-888-558-3425 (toll-free) 

 

Participants must RSVP at 601-288-8119 to get info 
regarding the ZOOM call. 

 

Seminar dates are scheduled from 11am-12:30pm on the 

following dates: 

October 7th and 13th  
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 October 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 

 

12pm AA 

2 

9am Men’s 
Breakfast 

10am AA 

3 

10:30am 
Worship 

 

4 

 

12pm AA 

 

5 

 

12pm AA 

6 

 

12pm AA 

 

7 

 

12pm AA 

 

8 

 

12pm AA 

9 

10am AA 

 

10 

10:30am 
Worship 

11 

 

12pm AA 

12 

 

12pm AA 

13 

10am 
Avenue’s 

Bible Study 

12pm AA 

1:30pm 
Kaffee 
Klatsch 

14 

 

12pm AA 

15 

 

12pm AA 

16 

10am AA 

 

17 

10:30am 
Worship 

 

18 

 

12pm AA 

19 

 

12pm AA 

 

20 

 

12pm AA 

 

21 

 

12pm AA 

 

22 

 

12pm AA 

 

23 

10am AA 

24 

10:30am 
Worship 

 

25 

 

12pm AA 

26 

 

12pm AA 

27 

10am 
Avenue’s 

Bible Study 

 

12pm AA 

28 

 

12pm AA 

29 

 

12pm AA 

 

30 

10am AA 

31 

10:30am 
Worship 
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
    

      LWML MITES collected on Sunday, September 6, 2021, totaled $107.49.  Thank 
you for your prayers and support of the Mission Grants selected in Convention by the 
Gulf States District and National LWML MITES will be collected next on Sunday, 
October 3, 2021.   

 
 "God is our refuge and strength.  A very present help in trouble."  (Psalm 46:1) "Be 
still and know that I am God.  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in 
the earth!  The Lord of hosts is with us.  The God of Jacob is our refuge."  (Psalm 
46:10-11) 

 
     These words from Scripture remind me of the ever presence of God in our daily 

lives-in the past and today.  A few weeks ago, we heard about the disciples in the boat 
with Jesus, asleep, as the winds and waves roared around them.  They feared for 
their lives-even though Jesus was with them.  Don't we do the same thing?  Just the 
words, "Be Still" by Jesus calmed the storm.  Jesus is with us, also, during every 
storm in our lives.  He knows everything we will face on this side of our heavenly 
home-natural disasters, terminal illness, loss of loved ones, hatred, homelessness, 
Covid-19 Pandemic, etc., and He promises to be with us always!  We cannot control 
these storms-- only Jesus can!  According to God's Word, we should first BELIEVE in 
HIS WILL for our lives, TRUST in HIM above all, and LOVE others by sharing the GOOD 
NEWS of JESUS and HIS LOVE and GRACE for all people.  Finally, we should BE 
STILL!  GOD IS IN CONTROL!!! 

 
      On Sunday, October 3, 2021, the LWML will hold the first Business Meeting of 

this year in the Community Room immediately following the worship service (safety 
precautions will apply).  I hope that many of you can attend this meeting.  I have 
missed the fellowship of meeting together as sisters in Christ during the Pandemic.  A 
quorum of seven members is needed.  Please bring any suggestions or ideas of 
beginning a new normal in serving the Lord here at Saint John Lutheran. Agenda 
Items: Assisting elderly and isolated members; Plan/preparing for new Pastor; Plans 
for attending the LWML Magnolia Fall Zone Rally in Pascagoula, MS, on Saturday, 
November 13, 2021.  This will be the first time our Zone will be meeting since 2019. 

 
        MITES will be collected next on Sunday, October 3, 2021.  If you are unable to 

attend worship, you may make your checks out to Saint John Lutheran LWML and mail 
them directly to Christina Noffke at 108 Ramblewood Drive, Hattiesburg, MS  39401. 
                                                                                            
                                            LWML MISSION STATEMENT: 
 
           As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions 
                                and equip women to honor God by serving others. 
                     

UNTIL NEXT TIME. . . . . “Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!” 

   -Shirley Thone 
President LWML 
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Live Streaming of Worship Services — www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com. 

Portals of Prayer for October-November-December are available at the lobby mailboxes. 

November Newsletter Deadline — Monday, October 25th at 10am. 

Kaffee Klatsch — Meets Wednesday, October 13th at1:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

About Tithes and Offerings — As followers of Jesus, we are convinced that the continuation 

of Christ's work — both in this place and to the ends of the earth — depends on each of 

our generosity of our life's passions, priorities, and provisions. As partners in Jesus' Gospel 

mission, we thankfully dedicate a part of our income to the Church's larger work. Financial 

tithes and offerings may be given Sunday mornings during worship in the offering plate, 

via the regular mail, or online at the congregation's website by clicking on the 'Give' 

button. Thanks! 

German Mustard for Sale — $8 for large and $5 for small jars. 

BOD Announcement — The Board of Directors reviewed our current practices when in the 

building, regarding Covid protocols. Since a majority of our folks are seniors with 

compromised immunity systems, and some of us may not yet be vaccinated, we felt the 

best course of action is no action for the time being. We will strongly suggest all folks 

entering the building wash/sanitize their hands, wear a mask, and practice social 

distancing when choosing where to sit. We will continue to monitor the situation as things 

may change. Thank you for your understanding and adherence to these practices. 

Men’s Breakfast —The next meeting is on October 2nd at 9AM. We will meet for breakfast 

and fellowship at Chesterfields located at 4646 Hardy Street. Bring a friend, your appetite, 

and a smile. See you there! 

New BOD Announcement — On behalf of the Board of Directors, we would like to thank you 

for sharing your financial blessings with Saint John. We never doubted that we have, within 

our church family, the ability to send donations to the various ministries that we support. 

There have times in the past when we have been challenged, but we have always risen to 

Serving in October 

Interim Pastor 

 Gary Weier 

Music Director 

Jason Sims 

Altar Care Team  

  Patricia Davenport and Shirley Thone 

http://www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com/
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meet those challenges. We have been several months now without a fulltime shepherd. 

You, however, have continued to support the church financially, without missing an 

opportunity. Your BOD wants you to know how much you are appreciated! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekday Growth Group for Adults: 

 The Avenues Bible Study Group — Meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 10am at Saint 

John. They are studying Hope When Your Heart Breaks: Navigating Grief and Loss, a book 

of Hope when your heart breaks. The next meeting will be October 14th. 

 

Pastoral Call Process 

Progress Report — The Call Committee is continuing to diligently review and 

interview potential candidates. Once this step is completed, the committee will 

prayerfully discuss and determine second interviews, potential site visits, and 

recommendations to the congregation. Should you have any questions 

concerning the process, please feel free to contact Mark Keyl. The committee 

requests your continued prayers as they go about their deliberations.  

 Duty Roster — Those serving on the Call Committee are: Mark Keyl (chair), 

Christina Jimenez, Wayland Johnson, Nancy Kaul, Jane Kersh, Steve Lawrence, 

Christopher Longman, Shawn O'Connor, Ethan Potesta, Pat Potesta, and Dennis 

Smith. 

Scheduled Meetings —TBA. 
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Surprise the World! 

Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.  
Saint John Lutheran Church 

2001 Hardy Street 
Hattiesburg MS 39401 

Telephone:  601.583.4898 
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com 

 Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com 
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission 

Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg                                                                        
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg 

Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association 

Birthdays in October 

Gabrielle Wastvedt      10/3            Chris Weiss    10/3                             

Jane O’Connor    10/4         Elise Trahan   10/5         Norbert Thiel   10/7   

Christina Keiper   10/13       Alicia Liverett   10/14        Bob Cubley  10/15  

Lynn Umdenstock  10/15     Cody Morales   10/18       Sierra Bentley 10/21   

Bill Lowry    10/21           Patricia Shields  10/23       Debbie Frederick 10/26  

Pat Davenport 10/27     Mark Keyl  10/27    Warner Boortz 10/29 
  

 Baptisms in October 

Art Kersh        10/1       Julia Hagen     10/20        Alex Meyer      10/25    

Robert Meyer   10/25   Lynn Umdenstock   10/27   Jerry Frederick  10/28 

Anniversaries in October 

    Scott & Sonya Chaney, 28yrs  10/2         Bill & Joyce Coll, 24yrs  10/11 

http://www.saintjohnlutheran.com/
mailto:stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com

