September 2021
Saint John Lutheran Church — Hattiesburg, Mississippi

Good News

From the Altar Guild
Annual Altar Guild Meeting
Date: September 18
Time: 10:00am
Place: Sanctuary
If you are an Altar Guild member, please try to attend this meeting. If you are interested in
becoming an Altar Guild member, please try to attend this meeting. We would love for you to share in
this lovely ministry. This is one of the most beautiful team-work experiences I have ever known.
During this meeting, we will set the team schedule for 2022, highlight old business, move forward with
new business, and make plans for decorating the church in early December.
Trust
Trust is a valuable asset, an inherent trait we had as children that may have waned over the years
through personal experiences. Still, at all times we can trust in God; we can trust in Jesus; we can trust
the Holy Spirit. When we open our hearts and minds to this beautiful Trinity, we can be confident we
have the time, energy and support needed to do whatever we are called upon to do each day. Trust!
Acceptance
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote, “The best thing one can do when it is raining is let it rain.”
Spiritual acceptance, again, trusting the Holy Trinity, is the art of letting things be. Sometimes we want
to change things, especially when conditions may not be exactly what we want them to be. They are
what they are. Once we accept this, it is easier to see with a clearer vision and act with a compassionate
heart. The power of God is moving in and through every situation in our lives, as we accept, we move
with it. TRUST and ACCEPT that all things are working together for good. Acceptance!
Believe
Winston Churchill said, “A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity; an optimist sees the
opportunity in every difficulty.” Every day we choose between the two. If we expect life to be hard and
people to be against us, we will find evidence everywhere. If we believe every challenge carries
blessings, then we will find good even in difficult situations. Let us choose to see the Holy Trinity at
work in every area of our lives. Through the lens of opportunity, we can believe all things are possible.
Believe!
For nothing will be impossible with God. — Luke 1:37
Grace and Peace be to you!

Christina Keiper
Altar Guild Chair
601-550-1050
ckeiper511@gmail.com

September 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

12pm AA

2pm AA

12pm AA

Saturday
4
9am Men’s
Breakfast
10am AA

5
10:30am
Worship

6
12pm AA

7
12pm AA

8
10am
Avenue’s
Bible Study

9

10

11
10am AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

16

17

12pm AA
1:30pm
Kaffee
Klatsch
12
10:30am
Worship

19
10:30am
Worship

13

14

15

10am AA
12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

10am Altar
Guild

20

21

22

23

24

25

12pm AA

12pm AA

10am
Avenue’s
Bible Study

10am AA
12pm AA

12pm AA
26
10:30am
Worship

18

27

28

29

30

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

12pm AA

2

12pm AA

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
LWML MITES collected on Sunday, August 1, 2021, totaled $66.12. Thank you for
your prayers and support of the Mission Grants selected in Convention by the National
and Gulf States District LWML MITES will be collected next on Sunday, September 5,
2021.
"Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the
joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated on the
right hand of the throne of God.” —Hebrews 12:1-2. This message from God's Word was
the emphasis and theme for the LWML National Convention held in Lexington, Kentucky,
earlier this summer. I am sure that you will agree, the past few years have been a
challenging time for Christians everywhere. Many Christians are feeling desperate and
afraid. Even knowing that God is always with them, it still is hard to trust in GOD'S WILL,
and that HE is in CHARGE.!
I, like many of you, have never thought about our life here on earth compared to
running a race. I'm sure that it takes time and training to prepare to run a race or
marathon. That is why the convention theme truly changed my way of thinking about
dealing with the state of the world we live in today.
Deaconess, Heidi Goehann, portrayed to us that all of us are participants in the
RACE in our life journey here toward eternity. The most wonderful blessing we share,
though, is that Jesus is the designer of the RACE, the builder of the course, our trainer,
the first runner, the first finisher, the RACE itself, our cheerleader, Jesus is our fuel, Jesus
is our solid ground. Thank you, Jesus for being with us every moment of our life journey
and for loving us always!
On Sunday, October 3, 2021, the LWML will hold the first Business meeting of this
year in the Community Room immediately following the worship service. Safety
precautions will apply. Please plan on attending, we need seven people for a
quorum. Agenda: Magnolia Zone Fall Rally, to be held at Christ Lutheran Church in
Pascagoula, Mississippi, on Saturday, November 13, 2021.
LWML MITES will be collected next on Sunday, September 5, 2021. If you are
unable to attend worship, you may make your checks out to Saint John Lutheran LWML,
and mail them directly to Christina Noffke at 108 Ranblewood Drive, Hattiesburg,
MS 39402.
LWML MISSION STATEMENT:
As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions
and equip women to honor God by serving others.

UNTIL NEXT TIME. . . . . “Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!”

-Shirley3 Thone
President LWML

Serving in September
Interim Pastor
Gary Weier
Music Director
Jason Sims
Altar Care Team
Christina Keiper
Live Streaming of Worship Services — www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.
Portals of Prayer for October-November-December are available at the lobby mailboxes.
October Newsletter Deadline — Monday, September 20th at 10am.
Kaffee Klatsch — Meets Wednesday, September at1:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.
About Tithes and Offerings — As followers of Jesus, we are convinced that the continuation
of Christ's work — both in this place and to the ends of the earth — depends on each of
our generosity of our life's passions, priorities, and provisions. As partners in Jesus' Gospel
mission, we thankfully dedicate a part of our income to the Church's larger work. Financial
tithes and offerings may be given Sunday mornings during worship in the offering plate,
via the regular mail, or online at the congregation's website by clicking on the 'Give'
button. Thanks!
BOD Announcement — The Board of Directors reviewed our current practices when in the
building, regarding Covid protocols. Since a majority of our folks are seniors with
compromised immunity systems, and some of us may not yet be vaccinated, we felt the
best course of action is no action for the time being. We will strongly suggest all folks
entering the building wash/sanitize their hands, wear a mask, and practice social
distancing when choosing where to sit. We will continue to monitor the situation as things
may change. Thank you for your understanding and adherence to these practices.
Men’s Breakfast — After many months of not meeting, the men’s club has resumed
breakfast on the first Saturday of the month. The next meeting is on September 4th at
9AM. We will meet for breakfast and fellowship at Chesterfields located at 4646 Hardy
Street. Bring a friend, your appetite, and a smile. See you there!
New BOD Announcement — On behalf of the Board of Directors, we would like to thank you
for sharing your financial blessings with Saint John. We never doubted that we have, within
our church family, the ability to send donations to the various ministries that we support.
There have times in the past when we have been challenged, but we have always risen to
4

meet those challenges. We have been several months now without a fulltime shepherd.
You, however, have continued to support the church financially, without missing an
opportunity. Your BOD wants you to know how much you are appreciated!
Special Announcement — We are saddened to note the death of long-time member Jerry
Hagen, Saturday August 14th. He had been battling Covid related health issues. The family
is making arrangements for a memorial service probably in September. As details are
released, we will notify the members and friends of St John
Weekday Growth Group for Adults:
The Avenues Bible Study Group — Meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 10am at Saint
John. They are studying Hope When Your Heart Breaks: Navigating Grief and Loss, a book
of Hope when your heart breaks. The next meeting will be September 8th.

Pastoral Call Process
Progress Report — The Call Committee is requesting a new call list from the
District President. The Call Committee will then diligently and prayerfully study
the potential candidates and begin the process of selecting the candidates
whom the committee will contact and determine whether they would be open
for a call and agree to an initial interview. Once this step is completed, the
committee will prayerfully discuss and determine second interviews, potential
site visits, and recommendations to the congregation. Should you have any
questions concerning the process, please feel free to contact Mark Keyl. The
committee requests your continued prayers as they go about their deliberations.
Duty Roster — Those serving on the Call Committee are: Mark Keyl (chair),
Christina Jimenez, Wayland Johnson, Nancy Kaul, Jane Kersh, Steve Lawrence,
Christopher Longman, Shawn O'Connor, Ethan Potesta, Pat Potesta, and Dennis
Smith.
Scheduled Meetings —TBA.
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OKTOBERFEST 2021 POSTPONED
Saint John Lutheran Church of Hattiesburg is announcing the
postponement of the 42nd annual Oktoberfest celebration which was to
take place on October 2, 2021. “After much prayer and consideration for
the safety and welfare of the general public, and for the volunteers from
Saint John Lutheran Church, we have decided to postpone our
Oktoberfest 2021 event in light of the COVID-19 pandemic,” according
to spokesman Mark Keyl, the congregation's Board of Director's Vice
President.
Oktoberfest at Saint John Hattiesburg is regularly the first Saturday
in October each year. The annual event celebrates the German heritage of
Saint John Lutheran Church and others in Hattiesburg, while the
proceeds are given back to community outreach and mission work in the
Pinebelt, United States, and several foreign countries.
Saint John Hattiesburg recognizes with thankfulness how the
Pinebelt has supported this event for many years. The congregation’s
intention is to continue to support the community and missions in 2021,
as we have in the past. Anyone wishing to donate to this effort may do so
by going to www.SaintJohnHattiesburg.com and clicking on the
Oktoberfest tab or by contacting the church office at 601-583-4898.
We thank the Hattiesburg community for their continued support
and look forward to seeing you on October 1, 2022, for Oktoberfest at
Saint John Hattiesburg.

Media Information Contact: Mark Keyl,
stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com or mdkeyl@juno.com.
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Birthdays in September
Lisa Case 9/1

Logan Lovdahl 9/7

Marcel Theil 9/13

Reagan Lowry 9/7

Maurice Gault 9/18

Dave Myers 9/23

Jeremy Noffke 9/18

Jennifer Blair 9/28

Michael Jimenez 9/9
Scott Chaney 9/19

Julian Noffke 9/30

Baptisms in September
Gabriell Wastvedt 9/18

Jayce Wastvedt 9/18

Debbie Geroux 9/22

Marcel Thiel 9/27

Anniversaries in September
Jerry & Helga Herrington, 58yrs

9/18

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.

Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association
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