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Welcome! 

"How great is the Love the Father has lavished on us!" (1 John 3:1). 

We are thankful that you are joining in the worship with the people of God this day. We are glad 

to assist you at any time.  

To better your experience while at St. John: 

▪ Please check that cell phones are silent.  

▪ Restrooms are located on the right in the lobby and down the bell tower hallway to the 

right towards the fellowship hall.  

▪ Prayer requests may be written on the white cards in the pew rack and given to an usher or 

the Pastor before worship begins, or as you leave. 

▪ A nursery is available to parents as needed, past the double wooden doors on the left. 

▪ Activity bags to help keep young children occupied during the message are provided in the 

back right corner of the sanctuary. 

▪ If this is your first visit, please sign our Guest Book located in the lobby near the Sanctuary. 

Notice to Worshipers: Today's service is livestreamed and recorded. It is available for public 

viewing and playback at www.SaintJohnHattiesburg.com by clicking on the 'Watch Live' button.  

About the Offering 

An offering is gathered at the entrance of the Sanctuary. Here the people of God bring their 

tithes and sacrificial offerings as an expression of their discipleship, and for the continuation of 

Jesus’ mission work, both in this community and to the ends of the earth. Guests are not expected 

to bring financial gifts but are welcome to join the congregation in offering their prayers and 

praises.  

About Holy Communion 

Today we celebrate Holy Communion. In this, we remember that the Divine is united with 

the created as one in the person of Jesus. 

This altar is the Lord’s table. Here all are welcome who acknowledge their need for a Savior 

and look to Jesus. We believe what he simply says about the bread – “This is my body, given for 

you.” – and about the wine – “This is my blood, shed for you.” Thus, the Lord Jesus is truly present 

for his redeemed people in this holy meal. In this we retain the divine mystery in the midst of his 

ordinary creation.  

Young children are welcome to this altar to receive a blessing, as are those who have not been 

instructed in the Christian faith. Please indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms 

over your chest or by simply asking for a blessing. 

The individual communion cups in the center of the tray have white grape juice for those 

who desire it. Gluten-free wafers are available at distribution upon request.  

We are imperfect people, and we live in an imperfect world. We are all in this together. So when we 
believe or act wrongly towards someone, or when we feel that another has wronged us, we commit 
ourselves to the humble teaching and forgiving pattern of Jesus in Matthew 18. 

 



Last Sunday of the Church Year 

+ GATHERING + 

Prayer As We Begin — Please stand. 

C Heavenly Father, as we come before you this morning in Jesus’ name, we pray all that 

we say and do in our worship will give you glory.  Help us, Lord, to focus our 

thoughts on you, so your Word will find fertile ground in our minds and hearts. 

May the worship service today accomplish in us the purpose you desire.  Amen.  

 

The Invocation, Confession, and Absolution  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,  

C who made heaven and earth.  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

     P  In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your      

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

       Amen. 

 
 

Kyrie 

 
  

 

 



 

 

Apostles' Creed 

P This is the faith into which we have been baptized and by which we live:  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The LORD be with you.   

C And also with you.   

    P We pray together... 

  C Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross. 

Forgive Your people their offenses that we, being governed by Your 

bountiful goodness, may enter at last into Your eternal paradise; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 



+ WORD + 

 

Responsive Psalm         Psalm 46 

1God is our refuge and strength, 

 a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 

 though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
3though its waters roar and foam, 

 though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 

4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 

 God will help her when morning dawns. 
6The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 

 he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7The LORD of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

8Come, behold the works of the LORD, 

 how he has brought desolations on the earth. 
9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

 he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

 he burns the chariots with fire. 
10“Be still, and know that I am God. 

 I will be exalted among the nations, 

 I will be exalted in the earth!” 
11The LORD of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

First Reading         Malachi 3:1-15 

3 “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom 

you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you 

delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his 

coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' 

soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine 

them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4 Then the 

offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in 

former years. 



5 “Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, 

against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired 

worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the 

sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 6 “For I the LORD do not 

change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 7 From the days of your fathers 

you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will 

return to you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we return?’ 8 Will man rob God? 

Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and 

contributions. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of 

you. 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And 

thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for 

you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 11 I will rebuke the 

devourer[b] for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the field 

shall not fail to bear, says the LORD of hosts. 12 Then all nations will call you blessed, for you 

will be a land of delight, says the LORD of hosts. 

13 “Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have we spoken 

against you?’ 14 You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his 

charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts? 15 And now we call the 

arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.’” 

  

L This is the Word of the LORD 

C Thanks be to God 

 

Choir Anthem— Lord I Need You 

 

  

Epistle        Colossians 1:13–20 

 13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom 

of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all 

things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17And he 

is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the 

church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 

preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of 

his cross. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi%203%3A1-15&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23132b


 

L This is the Word of the LORD 

C Thanks be to God 

 

 

Alleluia Verse — Please stand.                LSB 173 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel           Luke 23:27–43 

 27And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of women who were 

mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, 

do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For behold, the days are 

coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the 

breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to 

the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen 

when it is dry?” 

 32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33And 

when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they 

know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35And the people stood by, 

watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is 

the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering 

him sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also 

an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

 39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? 

Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you 

are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving 

the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, 

remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, 

today you will be with me in Paradise. 

 

L This is the Gospel of the LORD.  

C Praise to You, O Christ.      



 

 

 

Children’s Message  

  

 

 

892 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Message  ~ Rev. Chet Scherbarth ~ Malachi 3:13-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ Takeaways that God has put on my heart. ~ 

 



The Prayers of the Church  
 

The Preface and Hymn of Praise  

P The LORD be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the LORD. 

P Let us give thanks to the LORD our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary…evermore praising You and saying:  

 

 

Sanctus  LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Our Father 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 



The Words of Institution  
 

 

The Agnus Dei            LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated.  



+  MEAL + 
 

This is Christ’s table. Our Savior invites those who trust in him to share the feast which he has 

prepared. In this meal we truly receive the body and blood of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ. This is a 

great and divine mystery! Here we are joined with God and all the saints, and receive the blessings of 

forgiveness, life, and salvation. Young children and those who would prefer to receive a blessing are 

welcome to come forward. 
 

Alcohol Removed Communion Wine — The individual communion cups in the center of the tray 

contain denatured wine, which contains less than ½% alcohol. Gluten-free wafers are available at 

distribution upon request. 

 

 

Distribution Hymns 
832 Jesus Shall Reign 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

729 I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus 

 

 
 

5 I am trusting Thee for power; 

    Thine can never fail. 

Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me 

    Must prevail. 

 

6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; 

    Never let me fall. 

I am trusting Thee forever 

    And for all. 

+  SENDING  + 

Dismissal, Concluding Prayer, Benedicamus, and Blessing 

L Let us bless the LORD.  

C Thanks be to God.  

L We speak the Romans 15 blessing to one another:  

May the God of HOPE 

fill you with all JOY and PEACE 

as you TRUST in him, 

so that YOU may overflow with HOPE 

by the POWER of the Holy Spirit.  

L The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen 
 

 

Please remain standing as you are able. 



895 Now Thank We All Our God 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take the word of God with you as you go 
 



Birthday 

Jane Kersh  Nov. 23 

Lee McMichael Nov. 26 

W.F Perkins  Nov. 26 

 

Baptisms 

Logan Lovdahl Nov. 23 

 

Anniversaries 

 

 

 

 

Take Home Announcements — Sunday, November 23, 2025 
 

 

Serving the Lord Today 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Confirmation Class 

 Thursdays at 1:00 p.m.  

  

Avenue Bible Study 

 Wednesday, November 19th at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Pastor’s Bible Study 

The next Luke Bible TBA 

 

 

 

Pastor           Rev. Chet Scherbarth 

                       (office) 601-583-4898 

                          (Cell) 619.385.2094 

                 pastorscherbarth@gmail.com  

Organist: Yinghan Zhang 

Altar Guild Team: Christina Keiper & 

Sheila Curry 

Acolyte: Braxton 

Altar Flowers John Rosenberger 

Eternal Candle For Christ’s 

presence.  



 

  

 

 
 The LWML will meet in the Community Room immediately following the worship service on Sunday, 

November 30, 2025. for the End of The Year Business.  Agenda Items:  1) Gulf States District 

Travelization ($5.00 per member), and LWML Quarterly Orders ($8.00); 2) Election of Officers-2026; 3) 

Plan LWML Christmas Party, December 14th; 4) Final donations for  Wendy Sue Concert at Gulf States 

District Convention, 2026;  There will be no Business Meeting in January.  LWML "MITES" will be 

collected on Sunday, December 7, 2025.  All women are welcome and invited!  You are needed!!! 

 

 

 

 

December 7th immediately following church 

there will be the annual Voter’s Meeting.  

Please plan to attend. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday Dec. 6 Please come and join us as we  

decorate the church for Advent.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Advent Services Dec. 3rd, 10th & 17th at 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm 

with a meal in between. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Choral Spectacular Dec. 2 and 4, 2025 –7:30 p.m. Main 

Street Baptist Church Tickets call: 800-844-8425 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prayers Needed 

  

Don Shields Health and Strength Member 6/4/24 

Mary McMichael Recovery from Cancer Maggie’s daughter-in-
law 

7/6/24 

Kristi Fimiano Breast cancer Jane & Wayland’s 
daughter 

8/18/24 

Sean Drummond Affected by California fires Son of Josie Nwachuku             1/17/25 

Marlena Koschmann Cancer Elaine Kersh              1/20/25 

Layla Brooks Seizures, wisdom for the 
doctors,  as they plan for 
surgery 

Chloe Powell’s friend 1/30/25 

Kiki Stage 4 Cancer, Healing and  

Strength 

Chloe Powell’s friend   1/30/25 

Andy Hensley In chemo for a brain tumor that 
spread. 

Friend of Chloe Scherbarth 

 

3/3/2025 

Brigette That she would know the 
LORD. 

Friend of Beth Scherbarth’s 3/3/25 



Jonathan Noffke Type 4 Lymphoma Will Noffke’s brother 3/27/25 

Phillip Zinke Cancer Member 4/15/25 

Jim Davies Cancer Uncle of Beth Scherbarth 5/22/25 

Diane Plumb Cancer Friend of Beth Scherbarth 5/22/25 

Kira Continued prayers  Request from member            6/29/26 

Lauren Myers (Nicholas 
Weiss’s finace) 

Health Issues.  Chris Weiss                8/31/25 

Niecy Foxworth Stage 2 cancer                 8/31/25 

Diahn Lee Health issues Member                9/3/25 

Kent Miller Recovery from brain infection  9/7/25 

Chad Holland Cancer Al & Diane Rymarz 9/12/25 

Joyce Call Healing Member 9/14/25 

Anna Grace Carrell Prayer for Mom and Baby. Judy MacKenzie’s great grand-

daughter. 
9/14/25 

Sherry Kay Health concerns Anna Kitchens 9/21/25 

Caroll Russo’s daughter in 

law 

Was in a car accident Anna Kitchens 9/21/25 

Chris Helmke Bone & wound infection Ellen Heck 9/21/25 

Elaine Woodyard Strength, comfort, and peace.  Chris Weiss’s co-worker’s wife. 10/5/25 

Prayers for the family of 

Dyson James 

Passed away. Cousin of Clint 10.19.25 

Baby Avery  Thanksgiving she got to home 

and prayers for continued health.  

Wally Pye 10.19.25 



  

Tommy Foster Health concerns  10.19.25 

Baby Wayland In ICU for medical treatment Friend’s of the church 11/1/25 

Betty Plowman On hospice Requested by Shirley 11/2/25 

Ronda Phillips On hospice Prayers by Gary & Judy 

Woodham 
11/2/25 

Adam & Baby William Prayers for Adam with heart 

failure and prayers for Baby 

William.  

Prayers by Margaret Swan 11/2/25 

Irene Has Cancer.  Relative of Ellen Heck 11/2/25 

Chris Weiss Health concerns Member 11/14/25 

Kenneth Johnson Prayers for strength & comfort 

 

Brother of Wayland Johnson 11/15/25 

Ethan Wallace Surgery on Monday.  Josh & Amy Wallace’s son 11/14/25 

Sheralee Decker Health concerns Member 11/14/25 

Tamara Foster Breast cancer Family friend of Chris Weiss 11/14/25 

Jim Wilson Health concerns Member 11/14/25 

Jerri Simmons, her 

husband. 

Roger passed away unexpectedly. Requested by Diane Rymar 11/16/25 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint John Lutheran Church 

2001 Hardy Street 

Hattiesburg MS 39401 

Telephone: 601.583.4898 Website:  

Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com 

Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg 

Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg 

 

Church Office Hours: 9:00am – 1:00pm, Tuesday – Friday; After 1p.m. by appt. 

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue-Thu: 9:00am – 1:00pm; after 1p.m. by appt. Also Fri – Sun by  

appointment. 
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