Fourth Sunday in
Advent

THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD.
AND BEAR A SON. AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME
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Saint John Lutheran Church
December 21, 2025



Welcome!

"How great is the Love the Father has lavished on us!" (1 John 3:1).

We are thankful that you are joining in the worship with the people of God this day. We are glad
to assist you at any time.

To better your experience while at St. John:

= Please check that cell phones are silent.

= Restrooms are located on the right in the lobby and down the bell tower hallway to the
right towards the fellowship hall.

= Prayer requests may be written on the white cards in the pew rack and given to an usher or
the Pastor before worship begins, or as you leave.

» A nursery is available to parents as needed, past the double wooden doors on the left.

= Activity bags to help keep young children occupied during the message are provided in the
back right corner of the sanctuary.

= If this is your first visit, please sign our Guest Book located in the lobby near the Sanctuary.

Notice to Worshipers: Today's service is livestreamed and recorded. It is available for public
viewing and playback at www.SaintJohnHattiesburg.com by clicking on the 'Watch Live' button.

About the Offering

An offering is gathered at the entrance of the Sanctuary. Here the people of God bring their
tithes and sacrificial offerings as an expression of their discipleship, and for the continuation of
Jesus’ mission work, both in this community and to the ends of the earth. Guests are not expected
to bring financial gifts but are welcome to join the congregation in offering their prayers and
praises.

About Holy Communion

Today we celebrate Holy Communion. In this, we remember that the Divine is united with
the created as one in the person of Jesus.

This altar is the Lord’s table. Here all are welcome who acknowledge their need for a Savior
and look to Jesus. We believe what he simply says about the bread — "This is my body, given for
you.” —and about the wine — “This is my blood, shed for you.” Thus, the Lord Jesus is truly present
for his redeemed people in this holy meal. In this we retain the divine mystery in the midst of his
ordinary creation.

Young children are welcome to this altar to receive a blessing, as are those who have not been
instructed in the Christian faith. Please indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms
over your chest or by simply asking for a blessing.

The individual communion cups in the center of the tray have white grape juice for those
who desire it. Gluten-free wafers are available at distribution upon request.

We are imperfect people, and we live in an imperfect world. We are all in this together. So when we
believe or act wrongly towards someone, or when we feel that another has wronged us, we commit
ourselves to the humble teaching and forgiving pattern of Jesus in Matthew 18.



Third Sunday in Advent

+ GATHERING +

Prayer As We Begin — Please stand.

Heavenly Father, as we come before you this morning in Jesus’ name, we pray all that
we say and do in our worship will give you glory. Help us, Lord, to focus our
thoughts on you, so your Word will find fertile ground in our minds and hearts.
May the worship service today accomplish in us the purpose you desire. Amen.

The Invocation, Confession, and Absolution
[P] In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

[P] Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P) If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.

[P] Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P] In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your

sins in the name of the Father and of the *- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.



Apostles’ Creed
[P) This is the faith into which we have been baptized and by which we live:
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life '} everlasting. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
[P) The LORD be with you.
And also with you.

[P] We pray together...

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the
sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.




+ WORD +

Responsive Psalm Psalm 24; antiphon: v. 7

'The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof,
the world and those who dwell therein,
*for he has founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the rivers.

3Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?
And who shall stand in his holy place?
“He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not lift up his soul to what is false
and does not swear deceitfully.
*He will receive blessing from the LORD
and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
®Such is the generation of those who seek him,
who seek the face of the God of Jacob.

’Lift up your heads, O gates!
And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
8Who is this King of glory?
The LORD, strong and mighty,
the LORD, mighty in battle!
SLift up your heads, O gates!
And lift them up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
"YWho is this King of glory?
The LORD of hosts,
he is the King of glory!

First Reading Isaiah 7:10-17

19Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, '""Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven.” ?But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and | will not put the LORD to the
test.” 3And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that
you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. He shall eat curds and



honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. "®For before the boy
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will
be deserted. ""The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father's
house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king
of Assyria.”

This is the Word of the LORD
Thanks be to God

Choir Anthem— Mary Did You Know

Epistle Romans 1:1-7

"Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of
God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh “and was declared to be the
Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead,
Jesus Christ our Lord, *through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about
the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, ®including you who are
called to belong to Jesus Christ,

To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is the Word of the LORD
Thanks be to God



Alleluia Verse — Please stand. LSB 173
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Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18-25

"®Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame,
resolved to divorce her quietly. 2°But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2'She will bear a son, and
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 2%All this took place
to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23"Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). *When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, *but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And
he called his name Jesus.

This is the Gospel of the LorD.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message




367 Angels from the Realms of Glory
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.
Ye have seen His na - tal star.
In His tem - ple shall ap - pear
To thee - ter - nal Three in One.
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Come and wor - ship, come and wor - ship;
e —
ANV T 1 | | ‘I' d IJ
!j ' | | |
Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King.

The Message ~ Rev. Chet Scherbarth ~

THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD.




~ Takeaways that God has put on my heart. ~

The Prayers of the Church



The Preface and Hymn of Praise

(P) The LoRD be with you.

And also with you.

(P] Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lorbp.

[P] Let us give thanks to the LORD our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P] It is truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 178
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Our Father

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution



The Agnus Dei LSB 180
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Please be seated.



+ MEAL +

This is Christ’s table. Our Savior invites those who trust in him to share the feast which he has
prepared. In this meal we truly receive the body and blood of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ. This is a
great and divine mystery! Here we are joined with God and all the saints, and receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation. Young children and those who would prefer to receive a blessing are
welcome to come forward.

Alcohol Removed Communion Wine — The individual communion cups in the center of the tray
contain denatured wine, which contains less than V2% alcohol. Gluten-free wafers are available at
distribution upon request.

Distribution Hymns
338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

[——

I 1
ML I | | |
>, ' ‘. 1‘ e

e | ¢ -4

I Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;

2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!
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From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.

Born to reign in us for-ev -er, Now Thy gra - cious king-dom bring.
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Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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Dear de - sire of ev-ry na-tion, Joy of ev-'ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all - suf - fi - cient mer -it Raise us to Thy glo-rious throne.




650 Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling
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O’er a world  of gloom and night; Ho - ly  Spir - it
Through us in a cease - less strife; Ho - ly  Spir - it,
Set - ting cap - tive sin - ners free; Ho - ly  Spir - it,
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life - im - part-ing Spir-it, You we praise and mag - ni - fy.
praise with end - less wor-ship For Your gifts and  fruits un - priced.
mu - nion nev-er end-ing, You we wor-ship and ex - tol
+ SENDING +

Dismissal, Concluding Prayer, Benedicamus, and Blessing
Let us bless the LORD.
Thanks be to God.
We speak the Romans 15 blessing to one another:

May the God of HOPE

fill you with all JOY and PEACE
as you TRUST in him,
so that YOU may overflow with HOPE
by the POWER of the Holy Spirit.

The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen



Please remain standing as you are able.

388 Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er si-lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled When lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone-ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;
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Be - hold, through-out the heav-ens There shone a ho - ly light.

Rangout the an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.
And God sent us sal-va-tion That bless -ed Christ-mas morn.

Take the word of God with you as you go



Take Home Announcements — Sunday, December 21, 2025

Serving the Lord Today

Pastor Rev. Chet Scherbarth
(office) 601-583-4898 Birthda
(Cell) 619.385.2094 Joshua Stringer Dec. 23
pastorscherbarth@gmail.com Nick Weiss Dec. 23
o ist: Vinahan Zh Thomas Hesselgrave Dec. 24
rgamst. Yinghan hang Willy Noffke Dec. 25
Altar Guild Team: Christina Clark &
Debbie Frederick Baptisms
Acolyte: Corbin Diahn Lee Dec. 21
Anniversaries
- Dewey & Lisa Case (13) Dec. 22
AItar.FIovye.rs In onmg Memory of Eric & Jean Martin (63) Dec. 2
Dennis. -Lillian Smith

Eternal Candle Willy & Chris Noffke

Avenue Bible Study

No Avenue Bible Study on Christmas Eve.

Pastor’s Bible Study
The next Luke Bible Study Thurs, Jan 15 at 1:30 p.m.

Kaffee Klatsch will be
Monday, Dec. 15" at 1:30 pm




Christmas Eve Service
Wed, December 24, 2025
St. John Lutheran Church
6:30 p.m.



Don Shields Health and Strength Member 6/4/24
Mary McMichael Recovery from Cancer Maggie’s daughter-in- 7/6/24
law
Kristi Fimiano Breast cancer Jane & Wayland’s 8/18/24
daughter
Sean Drummond Affected by California fires Son of Josie Nwachuku 1/17/25
Marlena Koschmann Cancer Elaine Kersh 1/20/25
Layla Brooks Seizures, wisdom for the Chloe Powell’s friend 1/30/25
doctors, as they plan for
Kiki Stage 4 Cancer, Healing and Chloe Powell’s friend 1/30/25
Strength
Andy Hensley In chemo for a brain tumor that | Friend of Chloe Scherbarth 3/3/2025
spread.
Brigette That she would know the Friend of Beth Scherbarth’s 3/3/25
LORD.
Jonathan Noffke Type 4 Lymphoma Will Noffke’s brother 3/27/25
Phillip Zinke Cancer Member 4/15/25
Jim Davies Cancer Uncle of Beth Scherbarth 5/22/25
Diane Plumb Cancer Friend of Beth Scherbarth 5/22/25
Kira Continued prayers Request from member 6/29/26
Lauren Myers (Nicholas | Health Issues. Chris Weiss 8/31/25
Weiss’s finace)
Niecy Foxworth Stage 2 cancer 8/31/25
Diahn Lee Health issues Member 9/3/25
Kent Miller Recovery from brain infection 9/7/25




Chad Holland Cancer Al & Diane Rymarz 9/12/25
Joyce Call Healing Member 9/14/25
Anna Grace Carrell Prayer for Mom and Baby. Judy MacKenzie’s great grand- | 9/14/25
daughter.
Sherry Kay Health concerns Anna Kitchens 9/21/25
Caroll Russo’s daughter in | Was in a car accident Anna Kitchens 9/21/25
law
Chris Helmke Bone & wound infection Ellen Heck 9/21/25
Elaine Woodyard Strength, comfort, and peace. Chris Weiss’s co-worker’s wife. | 10/5/25
Prayers for the family of Passed away. Cousin of Clint 10.19.25
Dyson James
Baby Avery Thanksgiving she got to home Wally Pye 10.19.25
and prayers for continued health.
Tommy Foster Health concerns 10.19.25
Baby Wayland In ICU for medical treatment Friend’s of the church 11/1/25
Betty Plowman On hospice Requested by Shirley 11/2/25
Ronda Phillips On hospice Prayers by Gary & Judy 11/2/25
Woodham
Adam & Baby William Prayers for Adam with heart Prayers by Margaret Swan 11/2/25
failure and prayers for Baby
William.
Irene Has Cancer. Relative of Ellen Heck 11/2/25
Ethan Wallace Recovering from surgery. Josh & Amy Wallace’s son 11/14/25
Sheralee Decker Health concerns Member 11/14/25




Tamara Foster Breast cancer Family friend of Chris Weiss 11/14/25
Jim Wilson Health concerns Member 11/14/25
Jerri Simmons Her husband Roger passed away | Requested by Diane Rymar 11/16/25
unexpectedly.
W.F. & Susan Perkins W.F. Transitioned to the Member 11.20.25
Veteran’s home & prayers for
Susan & Family.
Jimmy Has cancer Requested by Beth 11/25/25
Jennifer Aexander Her health is in bad condition Request from Diahn 11.23.25
Larry Brain Bleed Relative of Matthew & Chloe 11.27.25
Powell
Family of Kenneth Kenneth passed away in the Requested by Member 12.4.25
Johnson LORD.
Judy Emergency surgery for hernia Requested by Lillian 11.30.25
Odell Johnson’s wife Prayers for Odell Requested by Ron 11.30.25
passed away
Vanessa Continue prayers Requested by Diahn 11.30.25
Rhonda Diagnosed with lupus and prayers | Requested by Diahn 11.30.25
for the new of possible breast
cancer.
Debbie Prayers for treatable lung cancer Requested by Dian 11.30.25
Jeremy Prayers because Medical Requested by the Nelson’s 11.30.25
emergency.
Matthew Health concerns Requested by Anna Kitchens 12.7.25
Charlotte Mc. Daniel Health concerns Susan requested the prayer 12.7.25
Charlie Speed Health issues Requested by Elijah Kitchens 12.17.25




Chris Weiss Health concerns Member 12.17.25
Pat & Katy Sauls Family sickness Requested by LaToursha 12.17.25
Percy Howard Cancer Requested by LaToursha 12.17.25
Family of Phillip Zinke Passed away Requested by Pastor 12.17.25
Crystal Brown Blood clot in the neck Requested by Ms. Ella 12.17.25
Family of Betsy Noble. Betsy pastor away (Pastor Requested by Pastor 12.19.25

Noble’s wife)




Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street |I

Hattiesburg MS 39401 LY
Telephone: 601.583.4898 Website: | —f
Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com

Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg

Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg

Church Office Hours: 9:00am — 1:00pm, Tuesday — Friday; After 1p.m. by appt.
Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue-Thu: 9:00am — 1:00pm; after 1p.m. by appt. Also Fri — Sun by
appointment.
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