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May 17, 2026 



Welcome! 
"How great is the Love the Father has lavished on us!" (1 John 3:1). 

We are thankful that you are joining in the worship with the people of God this day. We are glad 

to assist you at any time.  

To better your experience while at St. John: 

▪ Please check that cell phones are silent.  

▪ Restrooms are located on the right in the lobby and down the bell tower hallway to the 

right towards the fellowship hall.  

▪ Prayer requests may be written on the white cards in the pew rack and given to an usher or 

the Pastor before worship begins, or as you leave. 

▪ A nursery is available to parents as needed, past the double wooden doors on the left. 

▪ Activity bags to help keep young children occupied during the message are provided in the 

back right corner of the sanctuary. 

▪ If this is your first visit, please sign our Guest Book located in the lobby near the Sanctuary. 

Notice to Worshipers: Today's service is livestreamed and recorded. It is available for public 

viewing and playback at www.SaintJohnHattiesburg.com by clicking on the 'Watch Live' button.  

About the Offering 

An offering is gathered at the entrance of the Sanctuary. Here the people of God bring their 

tithes and sacrificial offerings as an expression of their discipleship, and for the continuation of 

Jesus’ mission work, both in this community and to the ends of the earth. Guests are not expected 

to bring financial gifts but are welcome to join the congregation in offering their prayers and 

praises.  

About Holy Communion 

Today we celebrate Holy Communion. In this, we remember that the Divine is united with 

the created as one in the person of Jesus. 

This altar is the Lord’s table. Here all are welcome who acknowledge their need for a Savior 

and look to Jesus. We believe what he simply says about the bread – “This is my body, given for 

you.” – and about the wine – “This is my blood, shed for you.” Thus, the Lord Jesus is truly present 

for his redeemed people in this holy meal. In this we retain the divine mystery in the midst of his 

ordinary creation.  

Young children are welcome to this altar to receive a blessing, as are those who have not been 

instructed in the Christian faith. Please indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms 

over your chest or by simply asking for a blessing. 

The individual communion cups in the center of the tray have white grape juice for those 

who desire it. Gluten-free wafers are available at distribution upon request.  

We are imperfect people, and we live in an imperfect world. We are all in this together. So when we 
believe or act wrongly towards someone, or when we feel that another has wronged us, we commit 
ourselves to the humble teaching and forgiving pattern of Jesus in Matthew 18. 



Seventh Sunday in Easter 

+ GATHERING + 

Prelude               Ted & Maresa McKinley 

 

Prayer As We Begin — Please stand. 

C Heavenly Father, as we come before you this morning in Jesus’ name, we pray all that 

we say and do in our worship will give you glory.  Help us, Lord, to focus our 

thoughts on you, so your Word will find fertile ground in our minds and hearts. 

May the worship service today accomplish in us the purpose you desire.  Amen.  

 

 

The Invocation, Confession, and Absolution  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,  

C who made heaven and earth.  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

     P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your      

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

       Amen.  
Confirmation  

 

Kyrie 

 

 



 

Apostles' Creed 

P This is the faith into which we have been baptized and by which we live:  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The LORD be with you.   

C And also with you.   

    P We pray together... 

 C O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us 

not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the 

Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+ WORD + 
 

 

Responsive Psalm                         Psalm 68:1–10; antiphon: v. 32 

1God shall arise, his enemies shall be scattered; 

 and those who hate him shall flee before him! 
2As smoke is driven away, so you shall drive them away; 

 as wax melts before fire, 

 so the wicked shall perish before God! 
3But the righteous shall be glad; 

 they shall exult before God; 

 they shall be jubilant with joy! 

4Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 

 lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts; 

his name is the LORD; 

 exult before him! 
5Father of the fatherless and protector of widows 

 is God in his holy habitation. 
6God settles the solitary in a home; 

 he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, 

 but the rebellious dwell in a parched land. 
7O God, when you went out before your people, 

 when you marched through the wilderness, 
8the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain, 

 before God, the One of Sinai, 

 before God, the God of Israel. 
9Rain in abundance, O God, you shed abroad; 

 you restored your inheritance as it languished; 
10your flock found a dwelling in it; 

 in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy. 

 

First Reading                                  Acts 1:12–26 

 12Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13And when they had entered, they went up to the 

upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and 

Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and 



Judas the son of James. 14All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, 

together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

 15In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all 

about 120) and said, 16“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 

beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who 

arrested Jesus. 17For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 

ministry.” 18(Now this man bought a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling 

headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19And it became known 

to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language 

Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 

 and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and 

“‘Let another take his office.’ 

21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in 

and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up 

from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23And they 

put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24And 

they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two 

you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned 

aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and 

he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 

 

P This is the Word of the LORD 

C Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

Choir Anthem—   Precious Lord  

 

  

 

 

2nd Reading         1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11 

 12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s 

sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14If you are 



insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests 

upon you. 15But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a 

meddler. 16Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God 

in that name. 17For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins 

with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18And 

“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 

 what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 
19Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator 

while doing good.  

 6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper 

time he may exalt you, 7casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8Be sober-

minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour. 9Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering 

are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10And after you have 

suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 

will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the dominion forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

P This is the Word of the LORD 

C Thanks be to God 

 
 
Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel           John 17:1–11 

 1When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, 

the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him 

authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal 

life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified 

you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify 

me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 



 

 6“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. 

Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know 

that everything that you have given me is from you. 8For I have given them the words that you 

gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; 

and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am praying for them. I am not praying for the 

world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and 

yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11And I am no longer in the world, but they are in 

the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have 

given me, that they may be one, even as we are one.” 

 

L This is the Gospel of the LORD.  

C Praise to You, O Christ.      

 

 

 

Children’s Message  
  

 

 
 
493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 

And be our future great reward. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

Then, throned with You forever, we 

Shall praise Your name eternally. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

D 6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

All praise to You let earth accord: 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

You are, while endless ages run, 

With Father and with Spirit one. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

The Message ~ Rev. Chet Scherbarth ~ 1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11 
 
 



      ~ Takeaways that God has put on my heart. ~ 

 

The Prayers of the Church  
 

 



The Preface and Hymn of Praise  

P The LORD be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the LORD. 

P Let us give thanks to the LORD our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary…evermore praising You and saying:  

 

 

Sanctus  LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Our Father 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 



 

The Words of Institution  
 

 

The Agnus Dei            LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

+  MEAL + 
 

This is Christ’s table. Our Savior invites those who trust in him to share the feast which he has 

prepared. In this meal we truly receive the body and blood of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ. This is a 

great and divine mystery! Here we are joined with God and all the saints, and receive the blessings of 

forgiveness, life, and salvation. Young children and those who would prefer to receive a blessing are 

welcome to come forward. 
 

Alcohol Removed Communion Wine — The individual communion cups in the center of the tray 

contain denatured wine, which contains less than ½% alcohol. Gluten-free wafers are available at 

distribution upon request. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated.  



Distribution Hymns 
650 Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

588 Jesus Loves Me 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+  SENDING  + 

Dismissal, Concluding Prayer, Benedicamus, and Blessing 

L Let us bless the LORD.  

C Thanks be to God.  

L We speak the Romans 15 blessing to one another:  

May the God of HOPE 

fill you with all JOY and PEACE 

as you TRUST in him, 

so that YOU may overflow with HOPE 

by the POWER of the Holy Spirit.  

L The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

Please remain standing as you are able. 
 

801 How Great Thou Art 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Birthday 

Karle Janke   May 20 

Irvin Curry   May 21 

Baptism 

Brandon Lee   May 20 

Anniversaries 

Ted & Annette Meyer May 18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take the word of God with you as you go. 
 

 

Take Home Announcements — Sunday, May 17, 2026 
 

 

Serving the Lord Today 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor           Rev. Chet Scherbarth 

                       (office) 601-583-4898 

                          (Cell) 619.385.2094 

                 pastorscherbarth@gmail.com  

Organist: Yinghan Zhang 

Altar Guild Team: Brenda & Thomas 

Hesselgrave 

Acolyte: Myla 

 

Altar Flowers In praise to our Lord 

Eternal Candle  



 

 Avenue Bible Study 

Wed, May 27th at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Pastor’s Bible Study 

Thurs., May 21st at 1:30 p.m. 

 

                       Woman’s Bible Study 
Thurs., May 28th at 4:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

Kaffee Klatsch will be 

              Monday, May 18th at 1:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   May 17th 

Oktoberfest Meeting 

(Immediately following church today) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 Prayers Needed 

  
Sean Drummond Affected by California fires Son of Josie Nwachuku             1/17/25 

Jonathan Noffke Type 4 Lymphoma Will Noffke’s brother 3/27/25 

Joyce Coll Healing Member 9/14/25 

Elaine Woodyard Strength, comfort, and 

peace. 

 Chris Weiss’s co-worker’s 

wife. 

10/5/25 

Irene Has Cancer.  Relative of Ellen Heck 11/2/25 

Debbie Prayers for treatable lung 

cancer 

Requested by Diahn 11.30.25 

Percy Howard Cancer Requested by LaToursha 12.17.25 

Clyde Brisendine Prayers for healing after 

amputation. 

Requested by Mark Keyl 1.4.26 

Jill Martins Waiting for heart transplant  1.18.25 

Brian Dossett Health Issues Requested by Diane and Al 

Rymarz 

2.1.26 

Ginger Eberling cancer  2.12.26 

Debbie  Prayers that her hearing 

would return 

Anna requesting for her 

sister.  

2.15.26 

Anna & Elijah Prayers for a healthy 

pregnancy 

Member 2.15.26 

Kemp Landry Medical Issues Requested by Cindy Landry 2.22.26 

Brian McKenzie Medical issues Judy McKenzie 3.4.26 

Don Shields Health issues Member  3.4.26 

Kristy Custody hearing  3.12.26 

Mrs. Peggy Ray Serious health issues Requested by LaToursha 3.17.26 

Mr. Herbert David Serious health issues Requested by LaToursha 3.17.25 

BJ  Health issues Requested by Joan Shafer 3.15.26 



Debbie  Recovery from Chemo Requested by Joan 

Shafer 

3.15.26 

Dominique Fimiano In critical condition Requested by Jane & 

Wayland. 

3.22.26 

Wayland & Jane’s 

family 
Cancer Requested by Jane 3.26.26 

Rusty Weiss Recovering from strokes Chris Weiss 4.1.26 

Nancy Jones Health issues Requested from Sheralee 4.3.26 

Judi Cosentino Caregiver stress & grief Requested by Joan & 

Sheralee 

4.9.26 

Sydney Holland Congestive Heart Failure Friend of Diana & Al 

Rymarz 

4.10.26 

Donna & Ron Lichte Multiple Severe Health 

Issues 

Friend of Diana & Al 

Rymarz 

4.10.26 

Maddie Lowry She has returned home. 

Continued prayers for 

recovery.  

 4.13.26 

Cindy Landry Health issues Member 4.13.26 

Wallace Family At the passing of Amy’s 

mom. 

Member 4.10.26 

Diahn Lee Health concerns Member 4.17.26 

Kristi Fimiano Praise Jesus! Clear scans of 

cancer.  Continued prayers 

during treatment.  

Jane & Wayland’s daughter 4.16.26 

Regina Johnson Recovery from surgery Member 4.17.26 

Family of Tim Brooks Tim passed away. Requested by Brenda 

Hesselgrave 

4.20.26 

Family of Julie Kringas Julie passed away. Requested by Brenda 

Hesselgrave 

4.22.26 

Family of Amy Carter Amy passed away Requested by Chris Noffke 4.23.26 

Tom Myers Prayers for Tom who has 

terminal cancer. 

Requested by Judy 

McKenzie 

4.23.26 

Judy McKenzie Prayers for safe travel and 

prayers for the family & 

friends of Tom. 

Myers. 

 4.23.26 



 

 

 

 

 

Saint John Lutheran Church 

2001 Hardy Street 

Hattiesburg MS 39401 

Telephone: 601.583.4898 Website: 

Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com 

Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg 

Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg 

 

Church Office Hours: 9:00am – 1:00pm, Tuesday – Friday; After 

1p.m. by appt. 

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue-Thu: 9:00am – 1:00pm; after 1p.m. 

by appt. Also Fri – Sun by  appointment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Weiss Prayers concerning 

maintenance course & that 

everything would go well. 

Requested by Sheralee 4.24.26 

Norman Colon Cancer  4.19.26 

Grandpa Paul Recovery from 

surgery/treatment 

 4.30.26 

Angela Cancer Requested by Sheralee 5.7.26 

Donnie & Family Health Struggles  5.7.226 

Bill & Joan Brown Death of their son Tom Requested by Lillian 5.7.26 

Elizabeth & Eli Having a baby  5.7.26 

Kendall Health Issue  5.7.26 

David Smith Cancer Member 5.9.26 

Wayne Scherbarth Little Stroke  5.15.26 

mailto:stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com


 

 


