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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

WRAPPED PRESENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 

This Advent, we prepared for our Christmas celebration by considering various ways our 

seasonal decorations amplify the real meaning of Christmas. Though many of the reasons behind 

holiday decorations go unappreciated and even unnoticed, they still point us to Christ. Some of the 

decorations do this in a more obvious way. Even the most secular of souls sees baby Jesus in the 

crèche. But even seemingly nonreligious signs of the season like evergreens and lights originated 

in Christendom. Now, as we have come to the Twelve Days of Christmas, we consider another 

Christian tradition: the exchange of Christmas presents. The giving of gifts, beautifully wrapped, 

reflects the gracious love of our heavenly Father, the “Father of lights,” from whom “every good 

gift and every perfect gift” comes (James 1:17). Certainly, the greatest gift of all is none other than 

what we have come to celebrate: God’s self-offering to us through His Son for the forgiveness of 

our sin. It is a gift that produces abundant blessings for us and in us. These blessings know no end. 

They regenerate and renew us as we walk into the bright eternity God has in store for us. The gift 

is all wrapped up in the babe, who lies in a manger. Come, let us adore Him! 
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+ PREPARATION + 

HYMN “Once in Royal David’s City” (LSB 376) 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 2 Peter 3:9; Acts 17:30; Galatians 4:3–4a; 

 John 1:11–12; 3:17a, 18b 

P The Lord is not slow to fulfill His promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward 

you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 

C The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now He commands all people 

everywhere to repent. 

 

P In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary 

principles of the world. 

C But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, 

born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law. 

 

P He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him. 

C But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to 

become children of God. 

 

P For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, 

C but in order that the world might be saved through Him. 

 

P Beloved in Christ, let us confess our sin unto God our Father, that, placing our trust in His 

name, our hearts may be well-prepared to greet our newborn King. 
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that there is no one good, not even one, among us. All mankind has turned 

aside. We have willfully offended You, our Lord and Maker, in our thoughts, words, 

and actions. We have done what is evil and failed to do what is good, and thus 

deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But we are truly sorry for our 

sins and come to You for mercy. Gathered around the manger, we behold the Son 

You sent to save us all, and we turn to You for forgiveness. Grant us the gift Your 

Son came to bring: the forgiveness of our sins, that we may be renewed in faith and 

walk in the way that leads to everlasting life. 

 

P With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us and forgives us all our sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

HYMN “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (LSB 379) 

KYRIE 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the good and perfect gifts God has stored up for those who take refuge in Him, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the outcasts of the world—the shepherds among us today—let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all who come to worship the Babe of Bethlehem, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P That all may treasure the Good News that comes from heaven above, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, regenerate, and renew us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (LSB 380) 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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COLLECT 

P Let us pray. 

Everlasting Father, You brought us peace even as we rebelled against You. Thank You for 

being faithful to Your promise to give us a Messiah to save us from our sins and give us 

an eternal inheritance of reconciliation with You. Grant that, as Your children, we may 

hold fast to Your merciful love, that we may cling to our inheritance and enjoy the 

blessings of life in Your holy family; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord and 

Brother, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:2–7 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, the ninth chapter. 

 
2The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 

You have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before You 

as with joy at the harvest, 

as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 

and the staff for his shoulder, 

the rod of his oppressor, 

You have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

and every garment rolled in blood 

will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon His shoulder, 

and His name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of His government and of peace 

there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over His kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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CHOIR ANTHEM ~ “O Holy Night”  

 

 

 

PSALM Psalm 98:1–6; antiphon: v. 3b 

P All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

 

P Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 

for He has done marvelous things! 

C His right hand and His holy arm 

have worked salvation for Him. 

P The LORD has made known His salvation; 

He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

C He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

C Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

with the lyre and the sound of melody! 

P With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

EPISTLE Titus 3:4–7 

P The Epistle is from Titus, the third chapter. 

 
4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5He saved us, 

not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by 

the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom He poured out on us 

richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by His grace we might 

become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

HYMN  “Joy To The World” (LSB 387) 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And 

all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 

from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his 

betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to give 

birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and 

laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear 

not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For 

unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this 

will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 

manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!” 
15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 

made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby 

lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been 

told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds 

told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And 

the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 

had been told them. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (LSB 361) 

SERMON 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
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     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray to God our Father through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

P Heavenly Father, in Your kindness and love, You sent Your Son into the world to be our 

Savior. Be with those You sent today to bring Jesus to us. Bless especially all pastors, 

teachers, deaconesses, missionaries, and musicians of Your church, and strengthen the 

witness of all the congregations of our Synod, that more people may know Your loving 

kindness each and every day. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Heavenly Father, as the angel testified as to whom the gift of Jesus was given, so may 

each of us tell others about how the baby wrapped in swaddling cloths is for them as well, 

that, by Your Spirit’s power, our neighbors and coworkers and all whom we love may 

unwrap the greatest gift of all this Christmas. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Heavenly Father, under Your watchful care, You preserve and sustain life. We give You 

thanks for those who keep watch over us: firefighters, police officers, doctors, nurses, and 

all who are entrusted with public work. Bless their work, and guide those who rule our 

land, especially Donald, our president, and [name], our governor. We especially ask Your 

protective and sustaining care for those who serve our country, particularly our military 

personnel. Grant that they may share the good tidings of comfort and joy even in days of 

separation from their families. Grant faithfulness to our Synod’s military chaplains as they 

proclaim the good news of Christ’s birth, and watch over all who place themselves in 

harm’s way on our behalf. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Heavenly Father, You once sent Your angels to announce good news to lonely shepherds. 

Send us and others with the same good news of the Savior, who has come for the lowliest 

among us, including the lonely and destitute, those who are homebound, those who live in 

nursing homes and care facilities, those who spend their days in institutions and prisons, 

and those who live on the streets of our towns and cities. Help us love others as You have 

loved us, and so provide for our neighbors in need. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Heavenly Father, sustain all those from this congregation who are sick and infirm, 

[especially . . .]. Grant them healing of body, peace of mind, and the renewal of the Holy 

Spirit. Comfort them and their families with the certainty that Jesus is indeed the Savior of 

the nations who gives us the sure hope of eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, ever one God, world without end. 

C Amen 

HYMN “What Child Is This” (LSB 370) 

+ SACRAMENT + 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 

though we were foolish, disobedient, and led astray, You showed us Your goodness and 

rescued us from the captivity of sin that, justified by Your grace, we would take hold of 

His inheritance and have eternal life. Therefore with angels and archangels and all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

singing: 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and 

given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 

 

In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of time Your 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 

 

Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His body and 

drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus, 

our Lord. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 “Angels We Have Heard On High” (LSB 368) 

 “It Came Upon The Midnight Clear” (LSB 366) 

 “Away In A Manger” (LSB 364) 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving kindness sent 

Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 

pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 

always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may continually be 

regenerated and renewed according to Your good and gracious will; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

RESPONSIVE READING John 1:1–5, 9–13 

P In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

C He was in the beginning with God. 

 

P All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was 

made. 

C In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

 

P The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

C The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 

P He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, yet the world did not know 

Him. 

C He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him. 

P But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become 

children of God, 

C who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 

God. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 

O God, the earthy gifts we give and receive each Christmas pale in comparison to the 

abundant and everlasting gifts You have given us through Your Son. Yet they are 

reflections of Your light. Help us appreciate them and be thankful for the love our friends 

and family show to us and we to them as we exchange presents, knowing that ultimately 

every good gift comes from You. Grant that the gifts we unwrap this Christmastide may 

indeed keep us mindful of the light they reflect: the light of Your love that has shown into 

our hearts; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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BENEDICAMUS 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

HYMN (Christmas Eve) “Silent Night, Holy Night” (LSB 363) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas! 
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