
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

To those who are new we welcome you  

and here is our St. John newsletter! 
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Gifts 

 

 I have no doubt with the approach of the Christmas season that gifts become one of 

the things on a person’s mind. My children put together a chart with all the names of the 

family members with ideas of what to get them. Very organized and useful to prevent that last 

minute scramble. As I think about what my kids want and what I would like, I am reminded 

about the gifts God gives. A few in particular stand out. First is faith. Faith is a gift given by 

God. The Holy Spirit works its regeneration in us and renews us day by day. Faith is one those 

gifts that has so much depth and connects to so many aspects of our lives. Of course there 

are more layers.  

 If you are familiar with the Lutheran 

Hour Ministries, one of their favorite 

passages to quote is faith comes by hearing. 

(Romans 10:17). In other words the word of 

God must be present for there to be faith. Of 

course do not assume this only means 

coming through your ears. It can come in the 

form of reading God’s word and hearing it in 

your mind. Those that know braille can read 

it in braille, the deaf can hear God’s word 

through sign language. My friend’s Dad was a pastor who served a deaf church and preached 

in sign language till he became blind.  The word is a gift for everyone. 

 God speaks his word and sends it to us. The Word does its good work in us growing 

our faith so that we can bear fruit. What size is that fruit? I don’t have a size that a person 

needs but I know that Jesus told his disciples that the faith of even a mustard seed could 

cause the mountains to move. 

 What that tells me is this gift of faith isn’t quantifiable. It also tells me a little bit goes a 

long way. It seems to be such a small gift but gives access to so much more. It also tells us 

that these wonderful gifts of God are all connected. The Lord doesn’t give us one gift but 

showers us with great abundance of his gifts. From the things we need in this life to things we 

don’t know we need. Things that last into eternity such as life everlasting and his 

unfathomable love. I want to encourage you this season as you contemplate what gifts to give 

to your loved ones, to think on how much Jesus loves you and take time to receive his word 

so that he can strengthen you. 

  



                         
 

Board of Director’s Report 

November 2025 

 

The BOD met on November 18, 2025. Our October receipts were $14,577, YTD receipts 

$171,325. Our deficit this month was $2,629 and deficit for YTD is now $14,626. We are 

in the last month of the year, when giving increases. We have made a good start in 

decreasing our deficit for the year to our credit. Keep up the good work and let’s praise 

God through our generous giving. We pray that everyone continues to prayerfully 

consider their giving and are generous as we have entered the Advent season. 

Our annual meeting has been set for December 7, 2025, where the Board will propose the 

2026 budget. We encourage everyone to attend. 

As always, you are encouraged to review the Board minutes on the bulletin board in the 

narthex and if you have any questions, please feel free to ask. We ask that you continue 

to consider the bounty the Lord has bestowed upon you and pray for the Lord to continue 

to bless St. John, thanking him for the abundance of our lives in all things. 

 

In his service and yours, 

The Board 

 

 



 

A little note from your Pastor’s wife…. 

Jesus is Light 

When I was subbing for confirmation one week because my husband was under the weather, 

two pages in the curriculum got my attention.  It was on the names of Jesus. All of them are 

good. The first one I am mentioning today is the "Lamb of God".  This verse is from John 1:29 

which says, "The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look the Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sins of the world!" God sent Jesus, his only son, to come into this 

world and be the Lamb of God who takes away our sins. John 8:12 says, "Again Jesus spoke to 

them, saying, "I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but 

will have the light of life."  Jesus is the light.  On Sunday morning when we confess our sins 

and are given absolution we are walking in the light of Christ. Sin's grip is loosened in our 

lives as we confess our sins and forgiveness is proclaimed.  Titus 3:4-7, "But when the 

goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works 

done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration 

and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 

Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of 

eternal life." And John 3:16-17, "For God so loved the world that he gave his only son that 

whoever may believe in him may have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world 

to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him." The war 

against sin and darkness was won through the baby Jesus born in the manger and by him 

going to the cross to save us from our sins. Jesus takes away our sins; his blood covers us.  So, 

the next time when the sin rears its ugly head confess it to your LORD and Savior and be 

forgiven.  

 

A song to listen to is ~ Baby Boy by King & Country (click on the link below): 

https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video?fr=mcafee&p=youtube+Baby+boy+by+

King+and+Country&type=E210US105G0#id=1&vid=02fe720cf79f19b681af093ca06947

41&action=click 

  

https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video?fr=mcafee&p=youtube+Baby+boy+by+King+and+Country&type=E210US105G0#id=1&vid=02fe720cf79f19b681af093ca0694741&action=click
https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video?fr=mcafee&p=youtube+Baby+boy+by+King+and+Country&type=E210US105G0#id=1&vid=02fe720cf79f19b681af093ca0694741&action=click
https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video?fr=mcafee&p=youtube+Baby+boy+by+King+and+Country&type=E210US105G0#id=1&vid=02fe720cf79f19b681af093ca0694741&action=click


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible study opportunities at St. John’s 

 
 

The Luke’s Bible study led by Pastor Chet. 

Tues, Dec. 16th, 2025 

 

Avenue Bible Study 

Facilitated by Pat Davenport 

Meets the 2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month  

at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday morning Bible Class 

facilitated by Ellen Heck at 9:15 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Kaffee Klatsch -- meets first and third Monday of the month at 
1:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Services Dec. 3rd, 10th & 17th  

at 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm with a meal in between. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Service  
at 6:30 p.m.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

           Men's Breakfast 
Meet 9 a.m. Sat, Dec. 13th 

Chesterfield's, 4646 Hardy St. 

              Faith. Fellowship. Food. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Choir, a good way to meet friendly people 
who enjoy singing for the LORD and easy to 

learn anthems.  All are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sunday, December 7th immediately following church 

there will be the annual Voter’s Meeting.  Please plan 

to attend. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LWML Christmas Party  

Who: All ladies at St. John Lutheran Church  

When: Sunday, December 14, 2025  

After the worship service  

Where: Fellowship Hall  

Bring finger foods or light snacks to share. We plan on playing the “Dirty 
Santa” game.  

If you would like to participate, please bring a $10. wrapped gift (no name). 
This  is a gift exchange with an added twist. Ladies are allowed to “steal” 
opened gifts  from others.  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Altar Guild December 2025 

Hanging of the Greens 

A great big thank you in advance to those available to assist in decorating the church for 

Christmas! 

Backing up a bit: Decorating begins at 9:00am on Saturday, December 6. 

What’s to be done?: putting up and decorating the tree, hanging wreaths, arranging Nativity 

sets, placing the garland around the altar, attaching bows to the communion rail, putting the 

candles in the holders for the Christmas Eve service, and enjoying one another’s company. I’m 

sure there’s more, but that’s a grand start! Please come help make our place of worship warm, 

festive, and welcoming. 

2026 Altar Flower Calendar 

Next year’s flower calendar will soon be mounted on the wall near the mailboxes, so you will be 

able to sign up for your favorite dates, be they joyful occasions or special memories shared. 

Please remember, there is a price increase beginning January 1st. The new cost will be $50 for 

each arrangement. The envelopes will soon reflect the price change. The cost for the Eternal 

Candle will remain the same: $15 per month. Thank you for your support! Live flowers on the 

altar are a beautiful way to recognize life’s milestones. 

We traditionally store the Greens the Saturday after Epiphany. That will also begin at 9:00am. 

Have Fun! 

With all the flurry of activities such as travel, meal prep, shopping, and decorating during the 

holidays, don’t forget to have fun. Having fun draws us closer to God. Though it may not seem 

like a “spiritual” practice, it is. Fun brings relaxation, laughter, and the glow of joy. Feeling this 

joy helps us find the presence of God within and around us. Fun also lifts us out of the more  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

serious and mundane aspects of our life. Feeling light and joyous opens the door to creativity 

and so much more can seem possible. 

The word fun is not found in scripture; however, the Bible is filled with passages about joy and 

laughter. Philippians 4:4 tells us, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” This 

verse is a call to constant joy. It teaches that rejoicing should be a regular part of our lives as 

followers of Christ. Having fun and finding joy in the Lord, no matter the circumstances, is a way 

of celebrating His presence and blessings in our lives. God encourages us to maintain a spirit of 

joy in all things. 

All praise and glory to Him. 

Christina Clark, 

Altar Guild Chair 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
LWML - DECEMBER NEWS 

 
          LWML "MITES" collected on Sunday, November 2, 2025, totaled $200.21.  Praise 
God!!!  Thank you for your prayers and support of the Gulf States District and National LWML 
"MITES" (Mission Grants) selected by delegates in convention to share the Good News of Jesus our 
Savior all over the world!!!.   
 
          On Sunday, November 9th, the LWML hosted an "early" Thanksgiving Fundraiser Potluck - 
Free Will Offering, and support from Thrivent Financial needed to update a Storage Room back to a 
Classroom, and updates for other classrooms for the Sunday School and youth. Thank you to all who 
gave so generously of your time and help in making this a success!.  We raised $600.00. There were 
over eighty people in attendance.   
 
          Coming Sunday, November 30th, the LWML will hold the final Business Meeting of the year in 
the Community Room immediately following the Worship Service. Agenda Items:  1) ELECTION OF 
OFFICERS for 2026; 2) Gulf States District Travel Equalization ($5.00 per member); Order LWML 
Quarterly ($8.00 each); 3) Final Donations for "Wendy Sue" concert at 2026 District Convention (due 
on December 31, 2025 to Magnolia Zone LWML; 4) Plan LWML Annual "Dirty Santa" Christmas Party 
on Sunday, December 14, 2025, immediately following the worship service.  All Gulf 
State District monies due on January 31, 2026. 
           
           LWML "MITES" will be collected on Sunday, January 4, 2026.  There will be no Business 
Meeting in January.   
 
          On Sunday, December 7, LWML "MITES" will be collected.  If you are unable to attend 
worship, you may make your check out to Saint John Lutheran Church LWML and mail it directly to 
Christina Noffke at 108 Ramblewood Drive, Hattiesburg, MS  39402. 
 
LWML MISSION STATEMENT 
 
As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support Missions, and equip women to 
honor God by serving others. 
 
Until Next Time  .  .  ."Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!" 
 
Shirley Thone 
LWML President 
  



 

December 2025 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

1 
12 pm AA 

1:30  
Kaffee  
Klatsch 

 

 

2 
 
. 

3 4 5 6 

 

4:00 pm & 6:00 pm 

Advent Service 

with a meal in 

between. 

 

 
 
 

       

10:00 am AA 

Hanging of 
the Greens. 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

9:15am  

Sunday School 
& Bible Study 

    10:30am 
Worship 

MITES 
   

VOTERS 
MEETING 

 
12pm AA 

 

 
12pm AA 

 

 
     10:00 a.m. 

Avenue 

Bible Study 

 
12 pm AA 

 

4:00 pm & 6:00 pm 

Advent Service 

with a meal in 

between. 

 

 
12pm AA 

 
Adult Instruction 

Class 1pm 

 
12pm AA 

 
 

 

10am AA 

9:00 Men’s  

Breakfast 
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9:15am  

Sunday School 
& Bible Study 

10:30am 
Worship            
Service 

LWML Party! 
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1:30 
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Klatsch 

 
12pm AA 

 
 

     12 pm AA 
 

4:00 pm & 6:00 pm 

Advent Service 

with a meal in 

between. 
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Class 1pm 
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10am AA 
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9:15am  

Sunday School 
& Bible Study 

         10:30am 
    Worship 
 

 
12pm AA 

 

 
12pm AA 

 

 

12 pm AA 
 

Christmas Eve 

Service 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 
12pm AA 

 
Adult Instruction 

Class 1pm 

 
12pm AA 

10am AA 

 

 

28 29 30 31    

9:15am  

Sunday School 
& Bible Study 

10:30am 
    Worship 

 

 
12pm AA 
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December Celebrations! 

 

     Birthdays 
               
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                       
                                                                      

 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

                  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Judy Wastvedt Dec. 1 

Daniel Liverett Dec. 5 

LaToursha Ezell Dec. 8 

Geraldine Wheeler Dec. 8 

Caitlin Elledge Dec. 9 

Maggie McMichael Dec. 13 

Vanessa Shirley Dec. 14 

Barrett Hibbler Dec. 18 

Julie Radavich Dec. 19 

Nick Weiss Dec. 23 

Thomas Hesselgrave Dec. 24 

Willy Noffke Dec. 25 

Judy Woodham Dec. 29 

  

Baptisms  

Mark Keyl Dec. 3 

Jane Kersh Dec. 9 

Dawn Wright Dec. 13 

Darlene Boortz Dec. 17 

Diahn Lee Dec. 21 

Ethan Noffke Dec. 28 

Jane Johnson Dec. 29 

Don & Patricia Shields (63) Dec. 15 

Ronald & Regina Johnson (30) Dec. 17 

Debbie & Kerry Geroux (43) Dec. 18 

Dewey & Lisa Case (13) Dec. 22 

Eric & Jean Martin (63) Dec. 24 

Gary & Judy Woodham (62) Dec. 28 

Karla & Chris Weiss (32) Dec. 31 

Chuck Westfall & Cindy Landry 

(30) 

Dec. 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint John Lutheran Church 
 

2001 Hardy Street 

Hattiesburg MS 39401 

Telephone: 601.583.4898 Website:  

Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com 

Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg 

Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg 

 

Church Office Hours: 9:00am – 1:00pm, Tuesday – Friday; After 1p.m. by appt. 

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue-Thu: 9:00am – 1:00pm; after 1p.m. by appt. Also Fri – Sun by 

appointment. 

 

 

mailto:stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com

