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A NOTE

FROM YOUR PASTOR

Stretch

We have had quite the cold spell this last month. And this led me down a meandering thought
process. When things are cold, they tend to not be very pliable or stretchy. In fact most often times
the cold makes things brittle. You can watch any number of science and science adjacent videos of
people putting things in liquid nitrogen and then proceeding to watch the item shatter when dropped
or struck. And this got me to thinking about hearts and the hardening there of. A cold heart is a hard
heart. And if it doesn’t soften when it bumps into something it is very likely to shatter. In Mark chapter
16:14 We find Jesus appearing to his disciples after the resurrection. As he reclines at the table with
the disciples, he tells them something quite eye opening. Jesus rebukes the 11 for their unbelief and
hardness of heart in not believing those that had seen him after he had arisen.

As | ponder those words | think about all the calls we have on benevolence. Sometimes folks
will give you their story or account. Always dressing it in a way to hopefully get your guts to wrench.
My prayer becomes, “please Lord don’t let my heart harden”. The downside is when you hear the
same story so many times you can become kind of hard towards it. | have to check my compassion
levels. All people have sin of some sort or another. | do try and be vigilant to not enable a sin.
Sometimes there is a need for tough love and no is the best answer, but many times the need is plain
to see. Other times the need is plain for you to see but not for the person asking.

Sure they need the physical needs, warmth, food, shelter. But you can often times detect the
spiritual need that goes unmet. This is not only true for those who call in seeking help for their
temporal needs. It is true for those of us that dine at the table of the Lord. He rebukes his disciples for
not believing those who saw him. He told them he would rise. | infer from that correction that they
probably treated the bearers of the good news of the resurrection with some skepticism and even
disrespect. Thomas the twin would be a great example of that. When Jesus tells us things in scripture
about himself or even things we see we need to be going about and doing it for Jesus. It is no
different. We are to be faithful and have softened hearts. Hearts that can stretch and be malleable for
the work that the Lord has prepared. God seeks to show his love to all people, in order that all the
world hears his gospel. Even those that might challenge us in our comfortable hardening.

This leads me to conclude that the Lord sends the cold so we can stretch.
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Board of Director’s Report
January 2026

We are in a new year and because of the congregation’s stewardship we ended 2025
financially in the black. We have also seen a growth in membership and a Sunday School
program that shows this growth. We thank God for the blessings bestowed upon us as a
congregation.

The Board met on January 20, 2026. We have a vacancy on the Board that we need to

fill. If you are interested in serving as a Board member, please see the Pastor or Mark
Keyl.

We look forward in confidence and hope for a great new year, filled with God&#3;s Good
Blessings for us all at St. John.

Yours in Christ,

The Board



Bible study opportunities at St. John’s

The Luke’s Bible study led by Pastor Chet.
Thurs, Feb 12" & 19th, 2026

Avenue Bible Study
Facilitated by Pat Davenport
Meets the 2™ & 4" Wednesday of the month
at 10:00 a.m.

Women’s Bible Study
Starting Thursday, Feb. 26" at 4:30 p.m.
Facilitated by Beth Scherbarth

Sunday morning Bible Class
Facilitated by Ellen Heck at 9:15 a.m.

New College/ Twenty Something
Bible Study, Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.
Facilitated by Tommy Breland
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N New College Age/Twenty Something
DIVINE ' Bible Study

DIRECTIONS |} Divine Directions:

i How God Guides Your Path

(Book provided)

Tommy Breland is facilitating this class.

Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.

Sharle Frit )
— V?Z Come and check it out!
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Introducing a NEW Woman'’s Bible Study
starting February 26!
(2" & 4" Thursday of each month)
At: 4:30 p.m.

o

#, IMMEASURABLY |
Immeasurably More:

4
':\ : : & 100 Devotions on God's Extravagant Grace by

100 G evottions® | - Deb Burma

ON GOD'S EXTRAVAGANT GRACE

If interested there is a

DEB BURMA . .
sign-up in the back.



Kaffee Klatsch - meets first and third
Monday of the month at 1:30pm in the
Fellowship Hall.

1 Saturday, March 7, 2026
Starting at 9:30 a.m.

LWML Magnolia Zone Spring Rally

Lutheran Women in Mission

Here at St. John!

We have a board vacancy.
If interested,

please see Pastor
or Mark Keyl.

| Men and Young Men

o

o ’ You are invited to:

‘38 Men's Breakfast, Saturday, Feb 7, 2026 at 9:00
2% | a.m. Come and Enjoy Devotion, Food and
Fellowship!

At: Chesterfields 4646 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS.



Ash Wednesday,

Communion Service, 6 p.m.

February 18t

Lenten Services
Wednesdays, February 18- March 25
Services at 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

(With a meal in between)



From the Altar Guild February 2026 { b
TRANSFIGURATION

Transfiguration of Our Lord ()f the i J()rd

On February 15, we will remember Jesus’ transfiguration while on the mountain. God voiced

that Jesus is His beloved Son and He is to be listened to. Peter, James, and John his brother

stood witness to the physical changes Jesus underwent: his clothes becoming white as light and

His face shining like the sun. That must have been something to behold!

We too experience a transfiguration when we come to the altar and receive the Holy

Sacraments of Bread and Wine. Our worship service provides the time we need to praise God,

pray for others, repent of our sinful ways, receive forgiveness, and depart rejoicing. While we

may be doing this collectively, the Holy Spirit is touching us individually. As we exalt and glorify

the Lord, as we take in the Body and Blood of the Christ, we experience spiritual change. Our

clothes may not glow, but our hearts do. As burdens are lifted, as we forgive others as well as

ourselves, we are transformed. When we have the love of Jesus within us, all these things

show in our outer appearance. Let your face so shine like the sun!

We are to listen to Him. His voice comes to us while in prayer, when embracing the Holy

Scriptures, words and actions of friends, family, and strangers, and in the gift of the Sacraments.

Let your face so shine like the son!

With Ash Wednesday begins Lent

During Lent, we repent, and we turn from our offending ways. We listen to Him. In Psalm 46, we
are told, “Be still and know that I am God.” And so let us become still and listen. Let us know
that we are forgiven. Let us know that we are loved.

May His Light transform your hearts,

Christina Clark,
Altar Guild Chair



LWML FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER

LWML “MITES" collected on Sunday, January 4, 2026, totaled $328.20. Praise God!!! Thank
you for your prayers and support of the Mission Grants selected in convention by the Gulf States
District and National LWML. "MITES" will be collected Next on Sunday, February 1, 2026.

The LWML will hold the first Business meeting of the year on Sunday, February 1, 2026, in the
Community Room at 1:00 p.m. following the 90" Birthday Potluck celebration for Doris
Schneider. Sandy Ziegenhagen, Magnolia Zone President, and friends from Good Shepherd Lutheran
in Biloxi, will be our special guests. All women are welcome and invited. Please plan on attending this
important meeting and share your “gifts” of talent in “serving the Lord” in our church, community and
the world!!!

AGENDA:

1. FINAL PLANS for the Gulf States District Convention at Courtyard Marriott in Gulfport, Mississippi
on April 24-26, 2026, Saint John Ladies Guild (LWML) will be responsible for the Table Decorations for
the "BAR B Que" Banquet on Saturday evening, with Wendy Sue entertaining. The number of tables
to decorate will be determined by the Registration for the convention. If you would like to attend and
help decorate, you will need to be Registered for the convention by March 20, 2026.

2. MAGNOLIA ZONE SPRING RALLY will be held here on Saturday, March 7, 2026, with REGISTRATION
($5.00 and Coffee Fellowship and Breakfast “sweets” at 9:30 — 10:15 a.m. with Coffee. Juice, and
Breakfast “sweets”. A “Salad” Luncheon will be served, including Desserts. A Sign-Up List will be
posted! Please make plans to come and welcome our “sisters” in Christ” to Saint John Lutheran
Church in Hattiesburg. This is an important meeting as we will be voting for Magnolia Zone

Officers. Vice-President and Treasurer are needed!

3. LWML HOSTING A BRIDAL SHOWER for Macy Reid on Sunday, February 22, 2026, in the Fellowship
Hall following worship. Please plan on attending this special time for Macy and Cody as they prepare
for their Wedding. Sign-Up List available. Any questions, contact LWML.

4 . LENT "Soup/Salad” and “"Cookies” meal will be held between the 4:30 & 6:00 p.m., Worship
Services starting Wednesday, February 25" through March 25, 2026. A Sign-Up List will be posted.

LWML "MITES" will be collected on Sunday, February 1, 2026. If you are unable to attend
worship, you may make your check out to Saint John Lutheran LWML and mail it directly to Christina
Noffee at 108 Ramblewood Drive, Hattiesburg, MS 39402.

LWML MISSION STATEMENT
As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support Missions, and equip women to
honor God by serving others.

Until Next Time . . . "Serve the Lord with Gladness” !!!

Shirley Thone, President LWML
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February Celebrations!

Birthdays

Steve Lawrence
Doris Schneider
Pat Potesta
Sandy Barnett
Shirley Thone
Shannon Elledge
Helga Herrington

Baptisms

Judy Mackenzie
Geraldine Wheeler
Thomas Hesselgrave
Brenda Hesselgrave
Shirley Thone

Sheila Curry

Feb 1
Feb 1
Feb 3
Feb 4
Feb 8
Feb 17
Feb 22

Feb 1
Feb 6
Feb 13
Feb 22
Feb 23
Feb 27



Saint John Lutheran Church III

2001 Hardy Street y 4
Hattiesburg MS 39401 | |
Telephone: 601.583.4898 Website:

Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com

Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg

Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg

Church Office Hours: 9:00am — 1:00pm, Tuesday — Friday; After 1p.m. by appt.
Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue-Thu: 9:00am — 1:00pm; after 1p.m. by appt. Also Fri — Sun by
appointment.


mailto:stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com

