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A NOTE

FROM YOUR PASTOR

© MYBIBLE.COM

| was looking to listen to the song “"God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen” the other day (the
traditional version). This caused me to quest down the path of looking up the use of the word
merry. And found that merry is an old word. Way back in German and OId English. And it
means joyful. And has had this meaning for a very long time. And as | did the google search |
came across some interesting thoughts on the song God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen. Of course
I'm sure the English teachers have figured this out. There is a comma in that first line
separating merry and gentlemen. It doesn’t mean merry gentlemen like Robin Hood's band of
merry men. But it is a blessing addressing the gentlemen. Think of more like this God keep
you in joy. As the verse goes on it says, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay. Putting it in a
more modern way of speaking. Be in the joy of the Lord, let nothing discourage you,
remember Christ has been born on Christmas day, to save us from Satan and his power when
we go astray. Of course it sings much better and has timeless truth about Christmas. All that
being said, check out the hymn below and give it a listen. And what good way to enter into
the new Calendar year. God rest ye merry.

Reference: https://www.wordorigins.org/big-list-entries/merry-god-rest-you-merry

God Rest Ye Merry song:

https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video?fr=mcafee&p=youtube+hymn+god+rest
+ye+merry+gentlemen&type=E210US105G0#id=18vid=71f8e2683e6df610923a6418b
2249f35&action=click
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https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video?fr=mcafee&p=youtube+hymn+god+rest+ye+merry+gentlemen&type=E210US105G0#id=1&vid=71f8e2683e6df610923a6418b2249f35&action=click
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Board of Director’s Report

THappy Aew ~Yeat— ',

January 2026
The BOD did not meet in December. We had the Annual Congregational meeting on
December 7th and passed a budget for the next year. We also announced the results of the
Oktoberfest where we made a total of $22,357.17. We thank everyone for their assistance
and Jennifer Blair for her leadership this year.

As is often the case, we as individuals are often caught up in everyday life and rarely take
a break and consider what is going on around us. We have experienced a year of new
challenges, as well as the welcoming of new families. The National Youth Gathering this
summer had a them of “Endure” based partially on Hebrews 12:1,”Therefore, since we
are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and
sin which clings closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us”. The
family of St. John has endured throughout the year and met many challenges with God’s
help and continued its ministry as it has since its inception. The Board firmly believes
that we as a congregation heeded these words as we continued our work as a
congregation. We thank everyone for continuing to support in every way the ministry of
St. John as we provided Sunday services, assistance to the community, Sunday school,
ministered to our members, and supported local, regional, and worldwide missions
through our mission fund supported by Oktoberfest.

So, as we rejoice in the birth of our Savior in Bethlehem and look forward to our work in
the next year, led by our shepherd, Pastor Chet, who leads and ministers to us. Let us

also continue to support our ministry in the future with our time, talents, and treasures as

we serve God, our Lord and Savior. Amen

In his service and yours,

The Board



# A little note from Your Pastor’s wife...,

Light and Darkness

16 “For God so loved the world,'! that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. " For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. '® Whoever
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. '° And this is the
judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the
light because their works were evil. 2° For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and
does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 2! But whoever does what is
true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in
God.”

Jesus is our Savior. He came into the world to save sinners. To take the penalty of sin upon
himself and instead offer life in him. In the scripture it says light has come into the world. Now let's
look at this from a different angle. It's not normal to intentionally point out your sins for others to
see. Air your dirty laundry so to speak. Jesus came into this world to save sinners. When we confess
to Jesus we are forgiven, light comes in. Pastor spoke on this during the sermon a couple weeks back
when he mentioned the pig his brother and him accidently killed when they were kids. That sin ate
away at him until he confessed it to his parents. Side note: They already knew. As married adults my
husband and | have found that when we confess our sins to one another and put them into the light,
the struggle is much less against sin. The devil would like nothing more than for the sins to be hidden
and for it to just eat away at a person.

Let's look at this from one more angle...Each year at the beginning of the year some folks make
New Years resolutions/changes and as we all know they are hard to keep. But what if this year was
different? What if this year we made strides on the change(s) we want to make? What if we shared
those resolutions with someone else and asked them to help hold us accountable to making those
changes? It would need to be someone you trusted to share the hard things that are not going well or
things that need prayed about. To start this year off, | have shared the changes | am trying to make
with my husband. He is praying about what | have shared with him as | have asked him to. There is
something very, very precious about this. | invite you to seek out someone- a spouse, family member,
or a close friend to share a change that you are seeking to do and talk to them about it. In addition,
you are always free to contact pastor to come in and speak with him on any concerns. As you share
the struggles with someone else you are putting them into the light and asking the person to pray
about it with you. In this way you are inviting God into the changes being worked on and as the
scripture says above, "But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen
that his works have been carried out by God." John 3:21


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203:16-21&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26126a

Bible study opportunities at St. John’s

The Luke’s Bible study led by Pastor Chet.
Thurs, Jan 15, 2026

Avenue Bible Study
Facilitated by Pat Davenport
Meets the 2" & 4" Wednesday of the month
at 10:00 a.m.

Sunday morning Bible Class
facilitated by Ellen Heck at 9:15 a.m.

New College Age/Twenty Something Bible Study
Starting: January 25 during Sunday school.
Divine Directions: How God Guides Your Path
(Book provided)

Tommy Breland is facilitating this class.
Come and check it out!
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Kaffee Klatsch -- meets first and third Monday of the month at
1:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.

§ January 23, 2026 at 4:30 p.m.
4 Please bring

finger foods to share.
Food, Fellowship & Fun!

Doris Schneider’s
90" Birthday Party!

February 1, 2026
Immediately following the
church service. We will be

serving Doris’s famous roast

beef & mashed potatoes.
Please bring side dishes &

desserts to share.




From the Altar Guild January 2026
A great big thank you in advance to those available to assist in un-decorating the church!

And so......Un-Decorating begins at 9:00am on Saturday, January 10. What's to be done? Well,
dismantling, packing, and storing everything we got out and put up when decorating for
Christmas. As always, many hands make light work. Please help if you are able.

2026 Altar Flower Calendar

The new year’s flower calendar is now mounted on the wall near the mailboxes, so you may sign
up for your favorite dates, be they joyful occasions or special memories shared. Please
remember, there is a price increase beginning January 1st. The new cost is $50 for each
arrangement. The envelopes now reflect the price change. The cost for the Eternal Candle
remains the same: $15 per month. Thank you for your support! Live flowers on the altar are a
beautiful way to recognize life’s milestones.

As We Enter this New Year

Living a spiritual life can be a great joy that is peaceful and fulfilling. At times, though,
progressing along the spiritual path can feel difficult and even lonely. Wherever we are on our
path, the protecting presence of God is with us. Especially during our lower moments, we can
trust we wouldn't be called to stretch and grow if it weren't for the benefit of our spiritual
development. God within is our protection whether the road we travel is level or steep, smooth
or rocky. We are never alone, never without the comforting presence of the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit within. Even when we feel alone, lost, or confused, keep moving forward as we are
not alone. God is with us. As we commune with God in prayer, grounded in our faith, we are
protected.

Psalm 27:13 | believe that | shall look upon the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.
God'’s Blessings be with You this New Year!

Christina Clark,

Altar Guild Chair



LWML NEWS - JANUARY, 2026

LWML "MITES" collected on Sunday, December 7, 2025, totaled $170.03. Total “MITES” collected
for 2025 total $2140.99. Praise God!!! Thank you for your prayers and support of the Mission Grants selected
in convention by the Gulf States District and National LWML. "MITES" will be collected NEXT on Sunday,
January 4, 2026. There will be no LWML Business meeting in January.

Attention LWML members! Registration opens for the Gulf States District Convention on April 24-26,
2026, at the Courtyard Marriott in Gulfport, Mississippi. Theme: "JESUS OUR HOPE, ANCHOR OF OUR
SOUL". (Hebrews 8:19A). The Magnolia Zone and Azalea Zone (Alabama) are designated as Hosts for this
convention. Saint John Lutheran Ladies Guild will be in charge of the table decorations for the Saturday
evening "Bar B Q" banquet. Also, members from both Zones will be needed to serve as Hostess for all the other
churches in the Gulf States District. It is my hope that many members from Saint John Ladies Guild will be able
to attend, and joyfully share the Mission of the LWML, "Serve the Lord with Gladness"! What a wonderful
way to share the Gospel of Jesus, our Savior, all over the world!

On Sunday, February 1, 2026, the LWML will hold the first Business meeting of the year immediately
following the worship service in the Community Room. All women are invited and welcome - especially new
members to Saint John Lutheran!

AGENDA ITEMS:
1) Plan the Magnolia Zone Spring Rally on Saturday, March 7, 2026. Saint John Ladies Guild will be Hosting
this event. Items for Rally: Final plans for District Convention, Election of Zone Officers (need Vice-President
and Treasurer).

2) Saint John Lutheran Ladies Guild will host a Bridal Shower for Macy Reid, to be held on Sunday, February
22, 2026. Please come and share in planning this day of Joy for Macy.

LWML "MITES" was collected on Sunday, January 4, 2026. If you were unable to attend worship, you may
still make your check out the Saint John Lutheran LWML and mail it directly to Christina Noftke at 108
Ramblewood Drive, Hattiesburg, MS 39402.

LWML MISSION STATEMENT

As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support Missions, and equip women to honor
God by serving others.

UNTIL NEXT TIME . . . Serve The Lord with Gladness!!!
Shirley Thone, President
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January Celebrations!

Birthdays
Brenda Hesselgrave
John Blair
Skylar Chaney
Jerry Frederick
Don Shields
Gracie Scherbarth
Gary Woodham
Jayce Wastvedt
Mark Cubley
Reginia Johnson
Susan Perkins

Baptisms

Mark Lowry

Eric Reid

Jane O'Conner
Isaac Jimenez
Michael Jimenez
Noami Jimenez
Willy Noffke

Wedding Anniversaries

Thomas & Brenda Hesselgrave
(36)
Bob & Mary Cubley (47)

Jan 1

Jan 4

Jan 11
Jan 11
Jan 11
Jan 13
Jan 15
Jan 17
Jan 21
Jan 27
Jan 30

Jan 1

Jan 1

Jan 10
Jan 13
Jan 13
Jan 13
Jan 19

Jan 6

Jan 27



Saint John Lutheran Church III

2001 Hardy Street y 4
Hattiesburg MS 39401 | |
Telephone: 601.583.4898 Website:

Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com

Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg

Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg

Church Office Hours: 9:00am — 1:00pm, Tuesday — Friday; After 1p.m. by appt.
Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue-Thu: 9:00am — 1:00pm; after 1p.m. by appt. Also Fri — Sun by
appointment.
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