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Liturgical Colors Continued: When Blue is used
The first definitive proof of
production of the ancient blue dye
“tekhelet” in Israel was revealed
during an Israel Antiquities
Authority presentation at a
Jerusalem conference.) Source:
www.algemeiner.com/

Blue is the more contemporary color increasingly used by many congregations in their
observance of a new church year. Advent, a preparatory time of waiting and watching,
communicates the message of hope. Blue, also the color of the sky, helps convey that
powerful message. Our Christian faith rests on the hope that Christ, who came in
history assuming our flesh, will also return on the last day of time from that same blue
sky He ascended long ago.
Forty-nine times the Bible mentions a perfect, pure blue, a color so magnificent and
transcendent that it was all but impossible to describe. Yet, for most of the last 2,000plus years, nobody has known exactly what “biblical blue” — called tekhelet in Hebrew
— actually looked like or how it could be recreated.
At the time of the Second Temple, which towered above Jerusalem until it was
destroyed by the Romans, a blue dye of the same name was used to color the fabric
used in the clothing of the high priests. Jewish men are still commanded to use
a tekhelet-tinted thread in the knotted fringes of their prayer shawls, though what that
might look like remained unclear for years. It's not a naturally occurring pigment and is
thus particularly mystical and rare.

In most depictions of the Virgin Mary, we see her wearing a blue cloak. This has been
interpreted to represent the Virgin’s purity, symbolize the skies, and label her as an
empress, for blue was associated with Byzantine royalty.
Throughout history, blue has been considered a sacred and valuable hue. Blue also
helps people to recognize the type of celebration during the liturgical year. In some
orders of faith, blue spiritually signifies the Healing Power of God. It is the most
sublime subject and color which biblically represents the Word of God.

Spiritual Tools: Ready
Some folks thrive on doses of positive affirmations, which can be quite valuable in our
spiritual growth. Here is one such affirmation: With joy in my heart, I am ready to
grow. Taking time for reflection is always healthy. Believing His Word, we know that
the Spirit dwells within us. We savor the good and give thanks for those rich blessings.
We give thanks for our unpleasant memories as well as they have provided lessons
from which to learn and opportunities for growth. Let us step forward in faith, open to
abundant blessings. Ready?
“But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the
head, into Christ”— Ephesians 4:15
Growing through abundant blessings,
Christina Keiper
Altar Guild Chair

This month, I would like us to focus on our mission as a church by looking
deeper into the mission of Jesus while he walked the earth. Sometimes at work, in
our families, and also in our church life, we try and deflect our mission by
“outsourcing” a task or responsibility. We think that somebody else is better
equipped or smarter. That decision cannot and does not work when we are talking
about our mission as followers of Jesus in our daily lives and here at St. John. We
have signage as we leave the parking lot telling us that we are entering the mission
field. Do we even see it any more, or do we just drive past?
The church is a creation of God (Acts 20:28; 1 Corinthians 3:3, 9, 17; 15:9)
founded and owned by Jesus Christ- “I will build My church” (Matthew 16:18) –
directed and energized by the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 10:17; 12:5-27; Romans
12:4-5). God’s mission for the church has several parts. If you don’t have time to
pull out your Bible and look these verses up right now, then please wait until you
do have time. You will miss far too much by continuing to read without your Bible.
The mission of the church is to make disciples. Jesus said before returning to The
Father, “Go into all the world, make disciples of all nations by baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to
observe everything that I have commanded you.”
The mission of the church is to build up the saints. The church is to encourage
and comfort its individual members (1 Thessalonians 5:11; 2 Corinthians 13:11).
“There should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal
concern for each other” (1 Corinthians 12:25). Jesus is the chief cornerstone, and
the church is likened to a building “joined together and rising to become a holy
temple in the Lord. And in Him you too are being built together to become a
dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit” (Ephesians 2:19-22; and 4:4-25). Please
also look at Mark 3:35 and John 13: 35.
There is more to come on this important subject and how we are to develop
into mission-oriented disciples. We will pick this subject up in the October
newsletter.
Blessings and see you at church,
Dennis Smith

Board of Directors’ Report

The BOD met in August 2022. Our financial situation continues to be sound. As we were
last month, we remain in the black. The Board thanks everyone for your continued giving
during this challenging time as we search for a new pastor.
The congregation was able to meet Pastor Christians and his wife Maggie during their visit
to Hattiesburg on August 22-24, 2022. Many thanks to those who helped with the
reception, gave guided tours, and otherwise planned the visit. Feedback is that the
Pastor and his wife were greatly impressed with the hospitality shown during their visit.
It is now up to the Holy Spirit to guide them in their final decision. We ask that everyone
keep Pastor and Maggie in your prayers during this process of calling a new shepherd for
St. John.
The remodel work has begun and the first phase is done, except for some painting. The
outside painting and electrical work are nearing completion and work affecting
Oktoberfest will be complete by October 1. We thank everyone for their patience as we
complete this major improvement project.
Ongoing Board issues include:
•
•

•

Re-establish ushers, readers, and greeters. Christopher Longman and Nancy Kaul
will coordinate and develop a plan of action.
The Oktoberfest committee continues to meet and plan. Please consider assisting
with this mission project that includes a lot of fellowship as we plan for our 42nd
annual Oktoberfest celebration. Jane Kersh and Mark Keyl are serving as cofacilitators this year. Please see Jane or Mark if you are interested in helping with
the coordination of the event.
The minutes of the Board meetings can be reviewed on the Bulletin Board in the
Lobby.

That is all for now. Please contact any BOD member if you have any questions. We all are
the church, and it is your congregation.
Yours in Christ,
The Board

LWML MITES collected on Sunday, August 7, 2022, totaled $123.97. Thank
you for your prayers and support of the Mission Grants selected in convention by the
Gulf States District and National LWML The Lutheran Woman's Quarterly (Summer
2022) reported ten Mission Grants were completed and five were partially completed of
the twenty-eight selected at the Lexington, Kentucky National convention. The Mission
Goal for this Biennium (2021-2023) totaled $2,150,000. Praise God!!! LWML MITES
will be collected next on Sunday, September 4, 2022.
The LWML Summer Luncheon was enjoyed by thirty-four members and
friends. It was a time of sharing special memories of events/fundraisers from 2006 and
years prior to Covid-19 Pandemic - which kept us in isolation for the past three
years. It was so good to see everyone! I want to express my heartfelt appreciation for
all the ladies who made this special day happen. God has truly blessed Saint John
Lutheran with beautiful women who share their gifts of love and service in Hattiesburg
and participating in collecting MITES for the world! Once again, thank you ladies for a
wonderful afternoon!
In the August Newsletter, I shared with you the LWML will celebrate the 80th
anniversary of God's grace at the National Convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin (19421922). It is amazing how this Mission-minded organization has reached so many
people by sharing their blessings with MITES. "What's Your 80?" is the question
members are asked in celebrating this special time. Some suggestions in the Lutheran
Woman's Quarterly: $80.00, $800.00 or more MITES: 80 bottles of water for a sporting
event; 80 pair of socks for a homeless shelter; 80 hours of visiting shut-ins; 80
religious books donated to libraries; 80 days of prayer for a missionary; 80 dozen
cookies, sandwiches, etc. for first responders and emergency workers. Please think
about ways we can celebrate this milestone and bring them to our first meeting after
Oktoberfest.
LWML MITES will be collected next on Sunday, September 4, 2022. If you are
unable to attend worship, you may make your check out to Saint John Lutheran LWML
and mail it directly to Christina Noffke at 108 Ramblewood Drive, Hattiesburg, MS
39402. There will be no LWML Business meeting in September.
LWML MISSION STATEMENT
As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support Missions and
equip Women to honor God by serving others.
Until Next Time . . . ."Serve the Lord with Gladness!!!"
Shirley Thone
President LWML

What is Oktoberfest?
Oktoberfest is the world’s largest folk festival held yearly in Munich, Germany. It began in 1810
when Bavaria’s Crown Prince Ludwig married Theresa of Saxony. The townsfolk held a party
in a large field outside the city to celebrate, and it was so popular they held it again a year
later. The same field has hosted the festival ever since and came to be named
“Theresienwiese” or “Theresa’s Meadow” in English. The rest, as they say, is history. It is,
without a doubt, the largest festival in the world. It regularly draws over six million people
through its sixteen-day run.
Although called Oktoberfest and originally beginning on October 12th, the festival date was
changed to September in 1872 to take advantage of better weather. To determine when
the festival begins in any year find the first Sunday in October and count back fifteen days
to the starting Saturday.
For many people, the only reason for the festival is beer, but drinking is not the only thing to do
at Oktoberfest. The Oktoberfest grounds are over 100 acres and host a dazzling array of
“bier” tents, food stands, carnival rides, games and more. Many families enjoy taking the
children to Oktoberfest and, in fact, Tuesdays at the festival are family days with reduced
food, beer and ride prices.
That is the background for the festival we at Saint John celebrate. However, our emphasis is not
on beer but rather on mission work and spreading the love of Jesus throughout Hattiesburg
and the world beyond. Our festival is held on the first Saturday in October which this year
is October 1st. It is a lot of work and requires all hands-on deck. If you have not been
contacted about working for Oktoberfest, please speak to Mark Keyl, call the church office,
or sign up on the lists when they appear. We always need help preparing and serving the
food, baking for the delicatessen, and setting up and cleaning up. There is a spot for your
talent!

OKTOBERFEST Is for Everyone
42nd Annual Oktoberfest
Saturday, October 1st, 11am to 3pm
Oktoberfest at Saint John Hattiesburg brings together some of
the most important values of the congregation. It’s inclusive of the
whole congregation; we believe everyone can enjoy the camaraderie
of shared preparation tasks, working shoulder to shoulder on
Oktoberfest day, and including newcomers to the congregation and friends in the community.
Oktoberfest is hospitality toward the community; we believe that the best celebrations are
those that heartily welcome friends and strangers. We want to throw open the Biergarten gates
and sit a spell with good food and brew, to catch up on where the time has gone, and to tell a
few tall tales. Laughter shared is friendship doubled!
Oktoberfest is mission; we believe that we’re on this earth and a part of this neighborhood,
this community, and this city for greater purposes than the mere enjoyment of life. We give
back by pouring into the lives of others around us, by extending God’s blessing to those in
need, by sharing tasks and making room for new people, by providing financially for worthy
efforts in our region and around the world.
At Saint John Hattiesburg, Oktoberfest is for everyone! Let’s come together, find a place to
help, and raise a toast to friends old and new!

The History of Our OKTOBERFEST
Our Saint John Oktoberfest began as a congregational potluck 41 years ago. Friends were
invited, and after a couple of years it was opened to the public. We now serve nearly 1400
plates of German potato salad, sauerkraut, and brats or wieners. Homemade German and
traditional mustard, breads, and desserts will be sold in our Delicatessen. The proceeds from
this event are used to fulfill our mission goal as a congregation. We support many local and
some overseas organizations. Mark the week of September 25th on your calendar as there are
preparation activities every day! Please get involved and find out what great friends you have
here at Saint John.

What’s the Buzz?
Church Office Hours: 8:00am – 12:00pm, Monday – Thursday
Phone: 601.583.4898 **The office phone is not working properly right now. If you can’t get
through, please, for the time being, call my cell: 601.550.1050 (Chris)
Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Men’s Breakfast: September 3rd at 9am at Chesterfields.
LWML: Mites will be collected Sunday, the 4th.
Altar Guild: We will have our annual meeting on September 10th at 10:00 in the sanctuary.
Please make a note on your calendars and try to attend so we can take a look at where we
have been and where we are going.
We welcome those who are interested in assisting with the Altar preparations. Please
contact Christina Keiper for more information: 601.550.1050 or ckeiper511@gmail.com
Breadbasket: “I was hungry and you gave me food.” Matthew 25:35
September 4th is First Sunday Breadbasket Collection.
Oktoberfest: The “Day of Volunteer” sign up board is now available in the church lobby
awaiting your signatures! And…. Check out the Oktoberfest Prep Schedule to note when
you will be able to help!
Major, Huge, Important, Urgent, Be-There-Kind-of-Need for Oktoberfest Preparation:
September 18: Fry Bacon, Sort Potatoes - Time: 4 hrs; People needed: 15
September 24: Make Potato Salad – Time: 7 hrs; People needed: 25
September 25: Make Sauerkraut – Time: 7 hrs; People needed: 20
September 29: Bake Strudels, Cut Onions, Fill Deli containers with Sauerkraut &
Potato Salad – Time: 8 hrs; People needed: 5
September 30: Make Tea, Finish Hall/Deli Set-up – Time: Until it’s Done; People
needed: a goodly number
October 1: OKTOBERFEST / Clean UP – Time: 15 hrs; People needed: 70 (all of us)
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Serving in September
Interim Pastor
Gary Weier
Music Director
Jason Sims
Altar Care Team Kaul
Christina Keiper & Bill/Joyce Coll
More on Oktoberfest – The following talks will be given during announcements
• 9/4 Donna Blair: Deli and Baking Needs
• 9/11 Pat Davenport: Children’s Activities and Needs of Assistance
• 9/18 Mark Keyl: General Talk on Oktoberfest Day Needs
Live Streaming of Worship Services — www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com.
September Newsletter — available via the church website and printed copies are at the foyer
mailboxes. Thanks to all those who contributed!
October Newsletter Deadline — Monday, September 19th at 10am.

The Spirit that is St. John:

Birthdays in September
Lisa Case 9/1

Logan Lovdahl

9/7

Reagan Lowery 9/7
Albert Rymarz 9/8
Michael Jimenez
Marcel Thiel 9/13
Maurice Gault 9/18
Jeremy Noffke 9/18

Scott Chaney

Jennifer Blair

9/28

9/19

Ruth Robinson

9/9
9/20

Julian Noffke 9/30

Baptisms in September
Gabriell Wastvedt

9/18

Debbie Geroux

9/22

Jayce Wastvedt
Marcel Thiel

9/18

9/27

Weddings in September
Mark & Barbara Keyl, 45yrs 9/3
Jerry & Helga Herrington, 59yrs 9/18
Jim & Rita Wilson, 24yrs 9/26

Surprise the World!
Love. Like. Jesus. + Hope for the City.
Saint John Lutheran Church
2001 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg MS 39401
Telephone: 601.583.4898
Website: www.saintjohnhattiesburg.com
Email: stjohnlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook: USM Campus Mission
Like Us on Facebook: Oktoberfest Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Saint John Church Hattiesburg
Like Us on Facebook: Longleaf Heights Neighborhood Association

