To those who are new we welconie you

and here Ls our St, John newsletter!
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A NOTE

FROM YOUR PASTOR

Coat Rack

It sits unassuming in the corner of the room. Tucked away as not to cause any trouble. It
is rarely remembered, rarely noticed. Yet it does its job with quiet dignity. As you read this you
will of have noticed of course the title of the humble coat rack. It is that unassuming piece of
furniture replaced in many places by closets and hangers. The value of the coat rack really
begins to shine on those days where tempest and flurry pour out their wrath. How kind is the
coat rack to hold up your sopping coat to allow it to air dry.

The coat rack makes me think of the bible verse in Colossians 1:24a “Now I rejoice in
my suffering for your sake,” Paul is telling the Colossians of the joy he has in suffering for
them. That their hearts may be encouraged in love for each other and to look to Christ who
suffered for their salvation.

How do these two connect? Well the coat rack endures the weight of sopping wet
garments with no complaints and it labors quietly in the corner on our behalf. Why? So that we
may have a warm and dry garment to go back out into the tempest. It stands there always ready
to lift and bear the weight supporting us when we bring in our mess.

And as I think about that longer, I am reminded of those quiet faithful people in our lives
that receive us when we are a sopping mess. They hold us up till we get dried off and then we
go back out again, back into the mess. Yet they wait always ready to support us in the moment
of our need. Sometimes we take for granted those people who are always there in the corner not
saying much but holding us up when we are soggy and wet. Jesus put these folks in our lives to
encourage and help us. Not only that but we can be that person Christ places in someone else’s
life to encourage and help them.




. Board of Directors’ Report .
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Board of Director's Report
August 2025

The BOD did not meet in July but met on August 21, 2025. Our June deficit was $121.16, which was
the smallest deficit of the year. Our July deficit was $1,323.56. Our deficit for the year is $18,450.84.
We are entering our last four months of the year, which traditionally have seen an increase in

giving. We start with a substantial deficit that must be made up by year’s end. We ask that everyone
continue to prayerfully consider their giving and consider increasing it as you are able.

As always, you are encouraged to review the Board minutes on the bulletin board in the narthex and if
you have any questions, please feel free to ask. We ask that you continue to consider the bounty the

Lord has bestowed upon you and pray for the Lord to continue to bless St. John, thanking him for the
abundance of our lives in all things.

In his service and yours,

The Board
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Bible study opportunities at St. John’s

The Luke’s Bible study led by Pastor Chet.
15t & 3" Tuesday of the month at 1:30
(This month the next bible study because of scheduling conflict is Sept. 30'.)

Avenue Bible Study
Facilitated by Pat Davenport
Meets the 2" & 4" Wednesday of the month at 10:00 a.m.

Sunday morning Bible Class
facilitated by Ellen Heck at 9:15 a.m.
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From the Altar Guild September 2025
Altar Guild Meeting:
To all Altar Guild members, to those who can’t wait to join, and to the curious: We will meet on
September 6th at 10:00am in the Sanctuary. The Agenda typical consists of news and any
changes since the last meeting, discussing current issues/topics or great ideas, and setting the
Team Schedule for 2026. The meeting is pretty straightforward and lasts around 45 minutes.
Please try to attend. Members of the Altar Guild are some of the best folks | have the privilege to
work alongside. If you are not yet a member of the Altar Guild, we would love to have you with
us!

Mark your calendars now so we can gather once more!

Altar Flowers - A Labor of Floral Love

Flowers have always held a special place in human hearts. Their
vibrant colors, delicate petals, and sweet fragrances seem to speak
to something deeper within us, transcending their physical beauty.
Across cultures, traditions, and spiritual practices, flowers carry
profound symbolic meanings, often serving as messengers of the
divine, connectors to the soul, or emblems of life’s fleeting
moments.

Flowers remind us of the cycles of creation, growth, and decay, mirroring our own spiritual
Journeys. When we place flowers on the altar, we do more than just decorate—we are honoring
our LORD in the worship service. Flowers, too, are powerful symbols of transformation. They
start as tiny seeds, push through the earth, and bloom into something breathtaking—a process
that mirrors our own spiritual growth. Over the course of time, many churches have used a
variety of types of arrangements for the altar: cut flowers, artificial flowers, and even potted
plants. Arrangements also originate from varied sources such as from a florist or church
members who bring cuttings from their gardens.



Nature offers us so much, not just the usual hothouse flowers or expensive imports. The Lord has
provided us with so much beauty! Flowers help to create a space where a person of faith or a
visitor walks into the church and says, "How beautiful it is to be here.” Flowers help a church to
be welcoming.

- Flowers are referred to throughout the Bible often using

them as symbols of beauty and the transient nature of life.
MJCCM» 6028 Jesus referenced flowers in his teachings, such as in
) | oh .. Matthew 6:28-29, to illustrate God'’s provision and care. He
Wy 1 « pointed out how God clothes the flowers of the field,
.y | showcasing His attention to even the smallest details of

In verses like Isaiah 35:1-2 and Hosea 14:5-7, flowers are used metaphorically to represent
growth, renewal, and transformation. They are symbols of God's ability to bring life and vitality
to desolate situations such as flowers blooming in barren landscapes.

Others verses to explore include Song of Songs 2:12 (flowers appearing on the earth), 1 Peter
1:24-25 (all flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass), Psalm 103:15-17 (the life
of mortals is like grass, they flourish like a flower of the field), and James 1:10-11 (but the rich
should take pride in their humiliation — since they will pass away like a wild flower). The Bible
mentions flowers 159 times, with specific types like the Rose of Sharon and the Lily of the Valley
being highlighted in several passages.



Many of the common flowers used in church are replete with symbolism:

Carnation: The red carnation is the symbol of pure love; the pink carnation the symbol
of marriage.

Daisy: In the 15th century, the sweet and simple daisy came to be used as a symbol of
the innocence of the Christ Child.

Fern: This forest plant symbolizes solitary humility, frankness, and sincerity.

Hyacinth: A symbol of Christian prudence, peace of mind, and the desire for heaven.

Holly: Regarded as a symbol of Christ's Crown of Thorns and Passion.

Iris: This flower represents the Blessed Virgin. Its name, meaning “sword lily,” is an
allusion to the sorrow of Our Lady at the Passion.

s Lily: The lily is a symbol of purity and has become the flower of the Virgin Mary. A
N lily among thorns is a symbol of the Immaculate Conception, and the lily is also
associated with the Annunciation. In addition, the lily is a symbol of chastity, so St.
Joseph and many other saints appear with this flower.
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Poinsettia: This flower is used at Christmas to represent Christ’s love for us. A
Mexican legend refers to it as the “Christmas Rose.”
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Rose: The red rose is a symbol of martyrdom and the white rose of purity. The
Virgin Mary is often called “the Rose without thorns.”

Violet: This lovely little flower typifies humility and chastity.

In her book, Flowers in Church, author Jean Taylor writes that flowers “bring life and color to the
church and are a continual reminder of the wonder of the natural world created by God.”

All praise and glory to Him.
Christina Clark

Altar Guild Chair




LW

Lutheran Women in Mission

LWML NEWS - SEPTEMBER

The LWML "MITES" collected on Sunday, August 7, 2025, totaled $73.51. Thank you for your
prayers and support of the Mission Grants selected in convention by the Gulf States District and
National LWML. "MITES" will be collected next on Sunday, September 7th, If you would like a
"MITE" Box, see any LWML member.

The LWML will hold its first Business meeting, after the Summer Break, on Sunday, September 7,
2025, in the Community Room immediately following the worship service. All women are
welcome and invited - especially if you are new to Saint John Lutheran! You are needed! Agenda
Items: Ongoing plans for the up-coming Gulf States District Convention on April 24-26, 2026 in
Gulfport; Fall Zone Rally, Church of the Pines in Waveland on Saturday, October 18, 2025; Advent
services; Holidays - Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc. There will be no LWML Business meeting in
October - due to OKTOBERFEST.

In the Summer Edition of the LWML Glad Tidings, Hanna Dunlap was featured as the Magnolia
Zone Young Women's Representative (YWR) at the 41st Biennial Convention held at Omaha,
Nebraska, on June 26-29, 2025. | first met Hanna about five years ago at the Magnolia Spring Rally
in Pascagoula. She shared that when she was in her early teens, she attended many LWML
meetings with her mother - who passed earlier this year. Hanna was holding her active six-month-old
baby girl and was intent on sharing her "Love of Jesus" at Christ Lutheran Church. At the same
meeting, Hanna volunteered to accept the Office of President for the Magnolia Zone. Shortly after,
Hanna attended her first LWML National Convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, as Magnolia Zone
President. In June of this year, Hanna attended her second National Convention in Omaha,
Nebraska, now as Young Women's Representative (YWR) and Vice-President of the Magnolia Zone.
These are Hanna's words: "l would not be the person that | am today without the fine examples of
the ladies from my church. Now, as a mom of two girls, Laura age 4 and Olivia age 1, | hope that the
church can be as positive an influence on them as it has been on me. (1 Peter 3:18) "But grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever.
Amen. Sponsored by my Zone, | am overwhelmed by the generosity | have received from these
ladies, here, that | may grow in my faith."

LWML "MITES" will be collected on Sunday, September 7, 2025. If you are unable to attend
worship service, you may make your check out to Saint John Lutheran LWML and Mail it directly to
Christina Noffke at 108 Ramblewood Drive, Hattiesburg, MS 39402.

LWML MISSION STATEMENT

As Lutheran Women in Mission, we Joyfully proclaim Christ, Support Missions, and equip
Women to honor God by serving others.

Until Next Time . . . "Serve the Lord with Gladness" !!!
Shirley Thone, LWML President



# A little note from Your Pastor’s wife....

Patient Perseverance

Every morning in our home we wake up to the cat requesting his breakfast. He sometimes
goes from room to room meowing and encouraging each family member to get up and serve him.
This morning | went to feed the cat his normal breakfast but this morning | had forgotten to put two
little cat treats that our beloved cat, “Mr. Cuddles,” has become accustom to having on top of the food
before he eats. Yes, we know he is spoiled but let's move on... So this morning | forgot the two extra
treats and Mr. Cuddles walked around with me around the house and then again stood in front of the
refrigerator. He probably waited 10 minutes for me to remember to put those two treats on the top his
breakfast. Grandpa Paul told me Mr. Cuddles is doing what cats do in the wild. He is having patient
perseverance.

That got me thinking about those words, “patient perseverance,” there are lots of ways this
year and currently our family has waited with perseverance, though | am not sure we always have
waited patiently. This morning | turned to scripture to look up some verses on perseverance...

James 1:12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he
will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.

Galatians 5:3-5 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not
give up.

Romans 5:3-5 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, °and hope does not put
us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has
been given to us.

Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

| have always prided myself on being a woman who perseveres under trial but on a particular day a
couple of weeks ago | was not so patient. Hebrews 12:1 says, “Since we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin...” On this particular day | was standing
with a car dealer who was really irking me and instead of having patient perseverance | ended the
conversation abruptly. My husband reminded me later of how even with car dealers we are witnesses
of the Christian faith in how we react. Yes, and my husband, your Pastor is most definitely right. |
made a phone call and apologized.

So how has God in the past and currently been calling on you to persevere patiently as you go about
your Christian walk? It may not look like Mr. Cuddles the cat or waiting to find a car, but how is God
calling on you to patiently persevere?



So what happens with the
money collected from the
Oktoberfest Raffle? Glad you
asked!

Here are just some of the purchases done for
the church by the Kaffee Klatsch:

Microphones & Speakers
The large cross on the east exterior of the church
Sound systems, secondary school for a Panama child,
Financial assistance to a few church members,

renovations of the lady’s bathroom, bell chimes,
wreaths and decorations, choir robes, many banners, fellowship
hall fans, rebuild of kitchen oven and installation of water liners

to the ice makers, painting of several rooms, community room a/c,
water heater, kitchen granite countertops, choir chairs and

there is even more!



September 13" we will be frying bacon!
(All are welcome! Bring an electric fry pan if you have one.)

September 20" we will make sauerkraut!
September 27" we will make Potato Salad!

September 28" set up immediately following the service
of the interior of the building.

October 4" Oktoberfest!

Mawny hands make light work!
Let’s oo this together and have fun doting it

Brother, can you spare a tent? The Oktoberfest crew needs canopy
tents to provide shade for the outdoor tables. If you have one, we
can use, please let Ellen Heck or Jennifer Blair know. Tents will be
returned after Oktoberfest.

& } 3 gf% Baked goods are needed for the Oktoberfest deli! All sweet
9%4 \\“"%& treats and bread are welcome. We would love for you to

\ . : :
L% g Ki bring out your German favorites, but all desserts are
i"**'*i"._!h ’ 28, appreciated. A refrigerator and freezer will be available for
{ & < .? any items that need to be chilled. Bring your goods to the
®

= @i 8\ church on Friday, October 3, or early October 4.



The History of Our:

Our Saint John Oktoberfest began as a congregational potluck 43 years ago. Friends
were invited, and after a couple of years it was opened to the public. We now serve
nearly 1400 plates of German potato salad, sauerkraut, and brats or wieners.
Homemade German and traditional mustard, breads, and desserts will be sold in our
Delicatessen. The proceeds from this event are used to fulfill our mission goal as a
congregation. We support many local and some overseas organizations. Mark the
week of September 24th on your calendar as there are preparation activities every
day! Please get involved and find out what great friends you have here at Saint John.

OKTOBERFEST Is for Everyone
45th Annual Oktoberfest
Saturday, October 4th, 11am to 3pm

Oktoberfest at Saint John Hattiesburg brings together some of the most important values of
the congregation. It's inclusive of the whole congregation; we believe everyone can enjoy
the camaraderie of shared preparation tasks, working shoulder to shoulder on Oktoberfest
day, and including newcomers to the congregation and friends in the community.

Oktoberfest is hospitality toward the community; we believe that the best celebrations are
those that heartily welcome friends and strangers. We want to throw open the Biergarten
gates and sit a spell with good food and brew, to catch up on where the time has gone,
and to tell a few tall tales. Laughter shared is friendship doubled!

Oktoberfest is mission; we believe that we are on this earth and a part of this neighborhood,
this community, and this city for greater purposes than the mere enjoyment of life. We give
back by pouring into the lives of others around us, by extending God’s blessing to those in
need, by sharing tasks and making room for new people, by providing financially for
worthy efforts in our region and around the world.

At Saint John Hattiesburg, Oktoberfest is for everyone! Let's come together, find a place to
help, and raise a toast to friends old and new.



September 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
12 pm AA 12 pm AA 12pm AA : ,
12 pm AA 12 pm AA P Y P 9:00 Men's
1:30 1:30 Luke Bible Breakfast
Kaffee Study. Adult Instruction 10:00 am AA
Klatsch Class 7 pm 10 am Altar
Guild
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:15am
Sunday School | 12pm AA 12pm AA 12 pm AA 12pm AA 12pm AA | 9am.
& Bible Study 10:00 a.m. Avenue Oktoberfest
10:30am Bible Study Frying
Worship bacon
MITES Adult Instruction 10am AA
LWML meeting Class 7 pm
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:15am 9a.m.
12 pm AA
Sunday School | 12pm AA 12pm AA 12pm AA 12pm AA  [Oktoberfest
& B_Ible Study 1:30 Adult Instruction Making
LSO?’gﬁIrS Kaffee Class 7 pm Sauerkraut
Klatsch
Service 10am AA
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9:15am 9a.m.
Sunday School 12pm AA 12pm AA 12 pm AA 12pm AA 12pm AA  [Oktoberfest
& Bible Study Making
. 10:00 a.m. Avenue
10:30am Bible Study Potato
Worship Salad
Adult Instruction 10am AA
Class 7 pm
28 29 30
9:15am
Sunday School 120m AA 120m AA
& Bible Study P Lukepblble
10:30am study 1:30
Worship pm

Oktoberfest set-up




September Celebrations!

Birthdays
Lisa Case Sept. 1
af’ 9 Logan Lovdahl Sept 7
A AP Reagan Lowry Sept 7
< ® gjﬂ Albert Rymarz Sept 8
W A Michael Jimenez Sept 9
G 7 Marcel Thiel Sept 13
Maurice Gault Sept 18
Jeremy Noffke Sept 18
Chet Scherbarth Sept 19
Ruth Robinson Sept 20
Jennifer Blair Sept 28
Julian Noffke Sept 30
Paul Scherbarth Sept 30
Baptism
\\y Gabrielle Bulger Sept 17
é Gabriell Wastvedt Sept 18
Jayce Wastvedt Sept 18
Debbie Geroux Sept 22
Marcel Thiel Sept 27
Wedding Anniversaries
Mark & Barbara Keyl Sept 3
Jerry & Helga Herrington Sept 18

Jim & Rita Wilson Sept 26



